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Ilfl WHICH 

The cauies ahd conleqUentes of thefc growing cvils^ 
and mcthttds df preventing them, are fuggcftcd ; 

The propter Regx^latioijis for the Colonies, and 
the taxes impofed upon them, are confidered^ 
and compared with their condition and circum^ 
ftajticei, i . ' 
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CO NT E N T S. 


PAR T I. 

GONSIDERATIONS onthcAgri- 
cultjare of Great Britain, with regard to 
i^e dearth and fcarcity of Corn and Provifions, 
and other neceflaries, particularly the articles cf 
daily con/itmption ; (hewing the cftufes of thefe 
public cidamitie^; their raijioas confequences 
in population^ frade, and manufactures j with 
the iBj^jiyt (il^mfiraotliig thefe growing evils. 

* Caufes of the dearth of Provifions in England i 
does not proceed from any tepiporary accidents^ 
of the feafons ; but from three permanent 

. caufes ; firflf, the great increafe of the Towns . 
fe66rfiJ, the want of Hufbandmen and tabour- 
-^t tA the^ country ; third, the great number of 
. Horfes ; ^ant of Tillage ; obftacles to Agricul- 
-'tu*e and Population; people of England ody 

* iSred in the Country j decreafe in Towns ; en- 
gf offing of Lands ; cxpcnfive way of Living; 
number and expence of Horfes,; they eaf the 

bread 


t ON t E N t 1 

bread of -the P^dt j^ :|be If kad -ef Brkmk \i 
not large enough to maintain a fufficient number 
of people for the many coqcerps^of |lje n^joni 
with fo ibany-Horfea^y and other Beaflfs $ "a^tax 
on Dogs and Horfes would afford a bounty on 
Corn confumed ^y tUePoor^ zip^ Manufadturers; 
and would redeem the taxes on the heceffary arti-^ 
tles^of^dtiifyxonfuntftivTr', -and there ippfeafs to V 
^«o'6thtrway to^bt^in *Sieie d(A&(Slent}s,^Ci 


* . • » • 


laidr'Ite/ariith ^***r'decrdii^ y baafts oPit- feoir 
itfecy'imy fe^ittfif^afed j hbwtathy-^ebpleidiis 
Iflaad .tojs^t 'a3ftiiiteia}"fe6#''wy Jnayibe 
maintained and increafcd by Plantatbns> &c. 

\. ■ ". •■ :.•• ^: ■ ■ '■''■■-■''■"■ Pogt-kof 

'!» A •'R-t- if/" ■■■•:• ■■/■;' 

f ' I T 

,l^:;tbe.T/^ricultujre, Staple f^ifKfkpf3^^^i 
PopuJ^iDi), iind. Jtade of ^M^nth .ufm^ i 
wjtt> the .ways pf4mjprjpvjng,4»j5!?l»,/<%!t$ td m- 
der ^bein equally, henefitfial ^O'tibo Pi^QK^Sj 
.fuid^heir Mother Coontr^ :4Ad:<^ ^^^ ^P'i 
/rom intecfering ,.witb (oae^^^fief^ater, ififi^H|(e 
«0e.'ntial (:oncems oCJtbe Jiatjpo* , ^a8^4«j^ 

Necemty 


VfteeSB^ oft CQl<MiIiB» in Ndrih Amer'na^ ti| 

W>tIwcie)4i6ereBt«oUMfiiCri«&>i their diraeofioM) 

tie8> fipr» aOd grafei agticuUttre j, radnufite^ 
tn%3^ RttnaJasr otf. poopie ; ftate of hetltb j io* 
ter^ of 6r<<^ Britain ; the Nortbern CQkMmt 
yuU pfcrfttoe BOlhtog foe firkaitt ; the middk 
artt vocq <&4p(t i the Sontheiln are as baFrcoy as 
mheaUhfelj.neciffity of eactending tbdr fettle- 
meats jf proper territories. . fer that pntpofe ; 
Camdfii Nova Scotia i Georgia ^ Eafia.ndWefi 
^hrida ; jtcrritorics of the Ob{o ^nd MiJJilpppii 
onlytljrec parts of N^tb America fit to produce 
any thing, for Britain \ proper fcttlcment of the 
colonies; ways of fecuring them j of rendering 
them a benefit to the nation ; of preferving 
their dependence; itijprovements in agricul- 
ture wanted ; obftacles to thefe ifhprovements; 
poper CQDuaoditics for them ; their trade^ &c. 

Page 127—277 

PART III, 

. • ■ - . , • , 

tfao iK'efent (late ^nd regulations of the 
fcolonies 5 their produce; annual income; con? 
^itiooi Md circuraftanccs ; inability to pay 
$a3fes i difadvantagcs of their taxes to Great 

^K z Britain \ 


i/ ' ^ 
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JBhStok; impropriety of the latQ r«gttUtioni| 
of the ftamp-ad: ; caufes and coniequences of 
Ihefe regnlatioiis ; the defeat md kaaky <iS 
the colonies J objo^ of the War; refofxrces 
from the peace ; acquifitions ; fifing afM f tor-^ 
trade j price of labour s of manufadures j 
proper regulations for the colonies i might fave 
half a million a year^ and gain as much mores 
colonies can only be taxed in ftapk common 
dities; confequeoces of the kKe taxes;* and of 
re|waling them, ^, Page a79 
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fequences of fuch a 
Tth.of all the nccef- 
i l./elt in Engla/fd-iif 

i , , . . 'S daily inore^fipg,,! 

aKd'cAaKh^inhniag^hich depends fo otatli 
i>p% Vi ^W-'iSA'-tmMf^Aartsi ■■ nothihgganH. 
cjefer^ ^ mtJ're;r<77Qus regard of the publii.'* 
It was j^6»putca fietore the laic war, that fp- ^ 

,tii^i js!(^n!.«»?f;rfh^3gct;.tb3n i^w-f ^ an, |9tj, 

{>h''ffl^ i()¥rt»i^<&^ aafimiptitif; ind if th«;: 
jtfeJPteKpurSfid'nianofaadtesis'ftStfirthet'' - 
^ffagt^SjA^t-^My'^fth^ adanidrraf toeS^ifr ' 

^SHsmnMi % J?;**! w=3 B«.';,?fiW ;tte' 

^njwhi^baBtSijtery-betgg iR> manoer dejwqds^" 
iS«S'l»iiiimJedpmithoat,fonie:i«afQp^blc,iei 
JiS*'f?im''fiKfe'« *«^ert«Salld groaiiag aJi 
%Mcl!'Bic^fH'aff{irdfe?tferti ijr a' dcatfh Sd*' 


ii PREFACE. 

fccms not to be owing to any temporary ac- 
cidents of the feftfons, but to proceed from 
permanent caufes, which are morfe deeply 
rooted in the very vitals of the nation. 

If this dearth continues, England will not 
only lofe great part of her trade in other parts 
of the world, but oiir colohies themfelves, 
who confume the moft of ouir maiiufaftures, 
will rival us in them, and be obliged to efta- 
blifh mahifaCtutes of their own. It has iii^ 
deed been imagined, that they could not make 
nianufaLdures, on account of the dearnefs of 
labour ; but it will appear from the follow- 
ing difcourfe, that their labour and manufac- 
tures are much cheaper, than they are in 
England: The advanced price therefore df 
ours will be a premium on theirs^ and mufl: 
ruin the trade of the nation in all other parts 
of the world, as hath been abundantly (hewn 
by the beft judges of that important fubje<3: *, 

The 

* As to manufafliures, high fexcifes in time of pisaec 
are utterly deftrufiive to that principal part of England's 
wealth I for if Malt, Coals, Salt, Leather, and other 
things (particularly all the neceffaries of life) bear a great 
price, the wages of (eryants, workmen, and artificers, 
will confequently rifb, for the income mtift bear foine 

proportion 


PREFACE. iii 

The afl&irs of the nation in North America, 
of which we give fomc account in the other 
parts of this difcourfe, have beconK a topic of 
fuch general inquiry, and concern to the 
whole nation, after the immenfe fums whiqh 
have been expended upon them, and the 
critical iituation they have been in for many 
years paH:, that all infornuition concerning 
them feems to be as edrneftty defired, as it is 
highly interefting to the public. Thefe con* 
cerns of the nation in the colonies are Indeed 
fo numerous, and fo little underftood ^ they 
have been the fubje<5t of fo many party feuds 
smd contentions, which are the fure caufes of 

proportion to the experice ; and if fuch as fet the poor t<x 
work find wages for labour, or manufatElures, advance 
upon them, they muft rife in the price of their commodity, 
or they cannot live : AH which would fignify little, if 
afiothing but our own dealings among one another were 
thereby aiFedled ; but it has a confequence far more per- 
nicious in relation to our foreign trade, for it is the ex- 
portation of our own product that muft make England 
rich.— If the price of the workmanihip be enhanced, it 
will in a ihort courfe of time put a neceffity upon thofe 
isre deal with of fetting up manufactures of their own, 
fuch as they can, or of buying goods of the like kind 
;idd ufe from nations that can afford them cheaper. 
Davenani's EJfays on Trade^ Vol. iii, p. 30, 31. See Sir 
Matthew Decker *^ The Caufes of the decline ef Foreign 
Tradey &c. 

a a efror; 
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error ; that fomc account of them is highly 
wanted for the benefit of the nation, if it were) 
only to (hew the many miftakcs in the ac- 
counts we have had ; to wipe off the prejur 
dices, or corrcdt the erroneous opinions, oi 
many concerning them ; and to give Great 
Britain a truefenfeof her own intereft in the 
colonies, which has been fo grofsly mifrepre- 
fented. All the regulation^ lately made con-r 
cerning the colonies have been repreferited, a^ 
if they were intended for the benefit of the 
nation at home, and as if the colonies were a 
feparate intere_ft ; but it is paft doubt, .and 
will abundantly appear from the following 
account of them, that the late proceedings in 
North America are as contrary to the true in* 
tereft of Great Britain^ as if they had been 
calculated to overfet it ; and to deprive her of 
the benefit of her colonics, after the vaft fums 
flic has expended in fecuring her property and 
intereft in that part of the world. This is 
indeed a fuhjetS: of fuch a complicated nature, 
and fo little underftood, that few people feem 
to be able to form a juft opinion, or right 
judgement concerning it. 

The ftate of the colonies both before the 
war, and after the peace 3 the debts theycon- 

tradled 
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Rafted by the war : the vaft fum they owe to 
Great jBri/^/;f amounting to five or fix miU 
lions of money ; their bad circuinftances, and 
inability eydn to purcbafe thttir necefiacxea 
from Britain I Khi^ want of rooDcy, and even 
of a mcdiufli of trade; the wearing out of 
their lands, and failure Qf, their ftafpk conv 
xnodities : the declinp^ if not the ruin^, of theif 
trade i the daily and great increafe of the peo^ 
pie, and the eftablifl)inei>t of manufa^tufes 
among them ; Their inability to comply with 
a£ts of parliament; the late regulations,, and 
the many difturbanccs they occafioned j the 
great expence the nation is at upon the new 
acquiiitions ; the ilate of thefe acquiiitioiiit^ 
and the consequences of them in the aifairs of 
the nation ^ the many improvements in ftaple 
commodities, which are fo ttiuch wanted in 
all our colonies; the failure and infuffi* 
ciency of thofe which have been propofed 
for them ; the Angular and peculiar foil and 
climate of North America^ and ftate of 
their Agriculture, on which the whole interc'ft 
of the nation in the colonies depends : And 
above all, the neccffity of extending their fet- 
tlemcnts, and enlarging their plantations, fo 
as to enable them to purchafe their neceflaries 
from Britain, or to fubfift in that ftate of de- 
pendence on their mother country ; and the 


lanJs 
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lands whicb may be fit for that purpofe i 
Thefe, and many other concerns^ num^ous 
as thefe are, require the attention of the pub- 
lict and are neceffary to be underftood and 
coniidered, in oi3der to determine any thing 
concerning the colonies ; or to eftablifh them 
on fuch a footing, as to keep up that connec-* 
tion and correfpondence, which ought to be 
prcferved between them and their mother 
country, and to render their dependence a 
mutual and reciprocal benefit to both, which 

is the defign of our difcoutfe^ 

. • ' - . ' " * . ■- 

But inftead of this r6ciproca:tion of benefits. 
Great Britain and her colonies are now likely 
to interfere with one anotheri Thejr are no 
longer able to purchafe their maiiufadures, 
and cannot fubfift without them ; their lands 
are worn out with ftaplc commodities for 
Britain^ and will no longer bear them 5 the 
people are grown numerous, and require the 
produce of their lands for their own ufe ; their 
products are not wanted in Britain^ and for that 
reafon they are obliged to vend them in foreign 
countries. Thus the colonies muft interfere 
with their pnother country both in agriculture 
l^nd tnanufadtures, unlefs fome feafonable re- 

Qiedy is applied, to prevent fuch a ruinous 

ftate 
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fiate of the nation^ which it was our ch!ef 
deiigo to point out. 

Ih the profecution of fuch a deiign> it was 
heceilary to give fotne acoount of the agricul" 
ture of Great Britain^ as well as of North 
America^ that the colonies^ and their mother 
country^ might be kept from interfering with 
one another in that fundamental and moil ef-* 
fential fupport of all nations. It is likewife of 
the utmoft confequence to confider the number 
t>f people in the Englijb nation^ both at home 
and abroad^ and to pay due regard to their 
populatim^ as well as the culture of their lands. 
It has generally been computed^ that the num- 
ber of people in England is at lead feven, if 
not eight millions^ and all our calculations of 
the flate and trade of the nation are founded 
on that fuppofition ^y but from more particu- 
lar and certain accounts^ it appears, that the 
number of people in England does not amount 
to above five millions and an half, or fix millions 
at moft ; either of which would appear to be 
a very infufficient number to manage and con- 
dud all the affairs of this nation, both at home 

* Ste ihe&^itijh Merchant, vol. i. p. 165. Caufes of 
the declioe of foreign trade9 p« ni^ 361 &c. 

2 and 
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and abroad; ^ people a»d Jecure all .4h# 
Britijh domimons both in,JE^rq^j /^, -4^/r 
r^, and America, aod to fupply them all with' 
thtit neQcflaries^ or a fourth ^m OC tbo ^pute* 

:wals* , : . .. 

This deficiency and want of. people in Gr(i4t 
j^itain can only be fqppiiedi as it nijg^](t;jWell 
b^, by the , gr^at ipcrejjie of the <:bionie?jii 
f^ardh Americf\. Gre^ ^rit^ wan^s nottiipg 
.Uiorc than peopk,-which,!t^e nayro.^.jind jirpitr^ 
cd .bounds of her poi&{I3ons ajthoipe wiUiiQf 
insiintain ;. it^uft, therefore, be of jhe utnjp^ 
confequence to this nation, to have fiicb .^ 
number of people depending upon her m Ame- 
rica ; where they incrteadfe^ and multiply very 
faft> and help to fupport the ,natii90 ^t hooif y 
^-they arc rightly employed, for that purpof^. 
In twtnty or thirty ycarsy which foqn qome 
about in a. nation, thefe colonies ,will double 
their numbers j when there wiH^bp ^ many 
people in them, if not more, than are in Bn^r 
land; and we ought toconfider in;,tip3Le, how 
they are to fubfift. by a. dependence. pp.G^f^ 
Britain^ which it was thft chief d^fign of our 
difcourfe to (hew. . ; If thi^ were .d9ne, as it 
might be, the gre?J incre^e.^of .jlje cplpnicj 
would be. a cxjnftapt) ra44i^^ ^^ 

pow^ 
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power and wealth of this nation ; and is the 
only equivalent it has, or can expeft^ for that 
great fuperiority^ in numbers^ which our ene- 
mies have over us in Europe. This would bo 
9 balance of power more in favour of Gnat 
Britain^ than that which ha? coil fuch im^ 
menfe fums to preferve at home. Inftead of 
having our colonies to defend and protect at 
fuch an expence^ the number of people in 
them, if they were rightly employed for that 
parppf^, might be the greateft fecurity to all 
the Britijh dominions, in ev^ry part of the 

world, and worth to the nation £ve of ii% inil* 
lions a year. 

It is alfo by the number of people in North 
Jbnerica^ and by them alone, with their daily 
increafe, that Great .Britain can ever expedt 
to people, cultivate or fccure, her acquifitions, 
and vacant territories in Americay or to render 
them of any fcrvice to the nation. There are 
no people in Britain to fpare for that purpofe, 
and it would be as great a lofs and prejudice to 
the nation, to fend her people from homcj in 
order to make new fettlements abroad, as k 
would be a benefit and advantage, to employ 
thofe we have in 'North America in that fcfvice 
Qf their ,mother country. It is oply by that 

b means. 


X P II E F A C E. 

£nean$, that the great Rumfaers of people ia 
the colonies can ever fubfift by a depepcjlenci^ 
on Great Britain^ for their neccffary fupplies, 
tovyever they may live under her govern- 
ment; this is a matter of the grcateft confc- 
qucnce to this nation, on which her whole 
intereft in North America will appear to de- 
pend, as we have more fully explained in thi$ 
account of that importajit concern of th^ 
whole nation* 

■ 

But inftead of making this ufe of our ao- 
quifitions^ which alone can ever render them 
of any fervice to the nation, we have made 
them a lofs and prejudice to it. The cplonles 
^rc excluded from all the fruitful par:ts ^ the 
continent, that will produce any thing for tfee 
benefit of the nation, and are con6l^4 to 
lands, which produce little or nothing but 
what Great Britain docs ^ and on which U^ey 
>xan, therefore, only interfere with hfr, l?ptb 
in agriculture and manufactures^ . as well as 
all the other effential employments of the na^ 
tion at home. By that means we take the di» 
fed way, to force the colonies to become in- 
dependent, whether they will or pot j to 
deprive the nation of a]l the advaptagesi, which 
plight otherwise t)e reaped Uom them.>,*nd 

to 
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be^fit isy their mothe; country. 

AH t^ zpptfi^B to bcdqn^^ for the lake of 
Canada and Fhridai which are by that 
itieans renderoc) not only a very great burdea 
and chargq jto t;be oaiionj without any man« 
. net of profit^ but tbp greatefl: detriment to it 
on mzny other accounts. The colonies are 
thereby not only compelled to interfere 
with their mother country^ by being e^ccluded 
ftom'^l'tbo feokfttl .fiarts of the continent^ 
far the &ke of tbefe barren deierts ; but they 
tmift ^«Jii- the nation, of people at horae^, 
'#M^ ii^^he greateil Ipfa it could well fuftaio^.' 
Whatever any of thcfe acquifitions^arc, or 
i^9^fever d|>iiiioQ dxry hi^re may have of them, 
ih^'^p^opie ivkthb colonies^ who kaow them^ 
ihSid. fot ' whom, jnew i fijttlements .are only 
tWn*ed/ ♦v^i c^ver rcicaove to aay of them j 
b^t eitcept thofe 12). the colonies, and their 
dbtly idcreafe, this nation has po people to 
ipare, to fettle thefe or any other parts of the 
world. Grmt Britain ctannot people thefe ac- 
quifition^, the cofofiiios will not, and of what 
ufe thed cai^ they^ he tothe natioo? Could 
tve evert get any numbet of fcwigntrs tp go to 
tfiefd- Jhhdfpitfebte deferts,. which we can 
; b a jiardly 
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hardly cxp€& after a tryal of>thetns it tfoald 
pot only be very difficult,^. if not impffii9icable» 
to naturalize them by themfelves in the woods 
of America f as we find by thc& we haire. 
mixed with the Englijh in the midft of our 
moil populous fettlemerits^ but they would 
ifill be a prejudice to the nation^ iii tbeife ac^ 
quifitibns, as i& here (hewn! 


f. 

\ * 


Thus Great Britain is at the caqnence:^ 
nigh half a million a year> inibpportingthefir 
flcquifitions, and runs die, rsfqoe of inTC»hing 
herfelf m new wars, and farther expeoces# 
on their account ^ and that for no other puftT 
pofe, but to ruin her own intereft . jn> Nwii 
America^ after all it has coft bor. jltw^$ 
mdeed expedted^ to throw l^is burden on; the 
colonies, whether they could bear iter jioli 
but it is here fhewn> that it is not in the. jMr 
lure of things, and is contrary to tht vtr yri<^ 
ftitution of- colonies, which are int^nd^dto 
fupply themfeWes with their neCei&riei fitMli 
their mothet country, to cxpcft^ tbat.ihiey 
either can orfliould raife money^ to pay 
taxes, for thefe or any other purposes j: and 
that money taken from tfaem^ is mpreftuinous 
to Great Britain^ than if fhe were to p^ it 
heffelf* Since the colonics therefore canijot 
6 maintain 
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maiottm tbffc acqaifitioDS^ imd thstcbtegd 
falfe entirelj! upon tbe nation at bomc^ the 
fnflsftba is, how is ifae to he fdkv^d of that 

•..-)-. . ' . • 

, ;T])eff are the fubje^of tl^p prprent.dlT* 

cp^rlebi' in: treating of whjcb^ and in order ip 
form a right judgengtent concerning them> the 
BrR thing neceflary to be known, and duely 
coiiUanpd, » theiingular and pecuUar climate 
^til^rtk^dm^^ay whidi^ if it were doely 
iimciiTOf^ ^duU; peThi|m appear to be the moil 
&UffA0f thingAn natnce. It i9 for waikt of a 
^bmkmmledgt^^ of the climate, on which the 
lATii^ift «f die MUion in colonic depends, that 
ibytilkny miftakes are iiaily coounitted^ at^d 
i\ith erroneous opinions and prqudic^s are 
id^HTiceifed, concerning that whole continent, 
ae^'-all the colonies in it. It was imagined, 
tftiarthe iate trajnfa£tions, and a more intimate 
<}oni^n|> - would give the nation at home fame 
tiectes knowledge of that contineot, and of her 
oilon^S but ib £ir from that, they feem 
4m\y Q> have ibrved to confirm the prejudices 
or milfiakesi of many, and to lead the nation 
into the' grcateft errors concerning hec ovyn 
hiWreft, to the ruin of its for which reafon 
:/.f-. lome 
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fome account of tli^fc important concerns i»' 
the more neceflary. 

To form a better judgement concerning tl»l 
colonies,, it would be neceflary to give an ac- 
count of every one of them in paTtictilari to 
cohfider the nature of the foil and climate, 
and what it produces, or is fit to produce for 
the benefit of the nation; this we have ^ eh- 
deavbiifed tofupply by a few mytes, irt ordeif 
to tx^kin tnany things, ' which apjpcat ta bfe 
but little underftood: But as thefc can give 
but dn imperfeflridea otP many lutjeiSs treated 
of in them, a more particufer aceoutic ihall 
be ^iven in a fccond part of thi* diicourfe, tf 
we find, that defign is approved of. We iftaj^ 
then alfa confider more particularly the ftvc- 
ral ftapTe commodities that may be made m 
the plantations, for the benefit of the nation^: 
and the ways of making them j and gIVfe ft 
more particular account of what <hey now 
make, or of the produce of the colonies,^ t# 
well as of their exports and imports^ of ^bidll 
we could here only give the funa total, or:* 
general view of the whole, for th^ fake al* 
brevity and diftihdlion.^ 

By 
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^,. ^yfycii a rcprefcntation of the concerns 
and intereft of the nation, both at home and 
abroad, it is to be hoped, all future jealoufies 
and dijQ|^)iiions, between the colonies and theic 
mother country, may b^ happily prevented, to 
\^ proiperity, and welfare of both* It has 
^f^ S^vQA:^^^ '^^ many accounts^ both 
public and priv^e, that the nation has been 
iovolved in fuch an expenfive war (blely on 
fi>eir account; that they not only refufe to 
bear any part of this expence, but even to pay 
a fmajOl part of what is, pretended to be, ne* 
celTary for their own prote&iofl and fecurity; 
when thdc. abilities are reprefented to be un- 
^eilionable ; aod that they have refufed to 
iubmit to law^, which they might as eafily 
have complied with, as it was their duty to 
do : By tbefe* means, the colonies and their 
fBother country are fet at variance i they are 
made a ieparate intereft from Great Britain ; 
th^ nation is divided againft itfelf, and invol- 
ved in a iUtc of civil warfare, after the griev- 
ous wars it has fuftainedi and the colonies 
are reodercd both unable, and lefs inclioable^ 
to indemnify the nation for the expences that 
have been incurred. It is therefore neceffary, 
to fet thefe important concerns in a jufl and 
. ' true 
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true Iight> and to obviate the miftakes whicl^ 
have been committed^ as well as the erroneous 
opinions vjrhich many have conceived, concern^ 
ing them ; that the nation may no longer take 
fuch meafures to ruin herfelf by her own pro- 
ceedings, which will otherwifc appear to be 
the unavoidable confequqnce of them^ fpone^ 
or later. 


I 
/ ** 


/^^ 


CON 



CONSIDERATIONS 

dN TH E 


AGRICULTURE o* GREAT BRITAIN; 

TH E general dearth and fcarcity of pro. 
Vifions, t^hich have bceii complained df 
throughout the whole kingdom, more or kk; 
^or fevferal yesrS paft, fccm not to be owing td 
•any temporary accidents, or unfavourable feat 
!fens, wltich t^ay qeafe ^f thftmfek^es-; but to 
iprofcecd- from caufes, which are more deeply 
rooted in the v^ry 9fita[6<ff>f'^lM 0fiitiotl,'^and 
may prove Jt£^iiA6r6>€^nii^^ ^ii'ibtf arc 
-dafly increa4i»'g| '^ W'tp; tbfe^tcri i pei^Jpotuai 

-failure oj^fii^ffeisy^ of 

ihe Corn Trade likewife,- urilefe the fourceS of 
fuch a ruinous dearth are duely attended ta, 
^nd fome feafonatble remedy is applied to remove 
the eaufes of (o dangerous and growing dm evil. 
If the fingle rainy month of Julj)^, vi^hich 
happened only in the fouthern parts of the kmg- 
dom^ ind is not uncommon in England, may 
•have occafidned a Ihorter crop of corn thaft 
:ufud, yet as that was fuccecded by the moft 
favourable hairveiland autumnal feaiop that are 
commonly to be feen, it feems not <6 be Suf- 
ficient to account far the general dearth which 
prevails all over tjieland ; efpek-iallyas that has? 

B been 
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Be?n felt, more or lefs, _for Teveral years fSafti 
3X1^ in feafons whidi wcreTemarkabJy'fiivQuri*' 
afcle, with the moll: plentifiil crops; ■ Ancftibw-- 
cvpr that jrsiny month may have ticcafioned a 
foilure ia the crops of corn, in fome particulw 
Harts of the kingdom^ yet ev«n that-« hot gsne^- 
ral } *nd if it were, it is far from beihghf^c'W 
fpt to caufe that dearth and fcartity 6f-^t»tbeti 
provifion^, ,whi.ch have been complained ^'foC 


the, whole nation. , Now as this 'dearth "Wis 

,«hMS foTcfeep, it is likely to be as laftinig, as 

shccapfesof it are fixed and permiajietitj '^^lat- 

ever tamppcary expedients piay b& thgtugistpf 

to remove' the prefent effefts ; tw 'flatter oir 

, hopes with vain expciSations,- white J)f6vjfiwis 

. are^5,de?r a? evcrj prtdltop the cHmbWfrcf 

■■ ■■- -' '■• . -.--the 
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Ae people^ without afTording them any real and 
effc&ual relief. And,that'this is to be apprc* 
hendedrf.wUhout fomc more cfFe6lual relief than 
iiBdm&^yet to have been propofed, will abun- 
dantly appear from the caufes of this dearth^ a^ 
they are hcxcaftcr explained; which feem t6 
Mi^jke the anited endeavours of the whole 
nati^ Il<>pncyexit their pernicious andruinout 
<:onfcquej|gcSj^ they may hot merit the attcn-f 
*«n3Cff st^J^^aturc^ . / ' ' * 

- i:)i|'h^f(Wiif?^^nces of fubh a dearth and fcar- 
^yj«^!iPJ^ifioOf - peed not to be' told, whei'i 
4b«*i^lfcl^, 4?ut in this kingddiiilhfey afte more 
*OhWrr<^ppro^(?p4ed/ than iri arfj'' dth^f j as k 

lfcerjBftfsr[9ic>H9^!%ffi^^^ y^^hicli lenHncts^ thfc 

ynkoMfiii^^j^ip^ '^hTM^^^ tht 

(i»ajiay&^Fc^ ti-iuT^ navig«{on ' (rf = this 

^^m^ii^^c^^ of its- rfiarltimb 

^po^^ri *f5 w^ch t^ Yffy beingof tKJs nafi6f*, 

Man 4fla?pepdent fft«^^^ well khbwri todc- 

*pcnd.;/Tac tnany riwnoiis confeqUehces of 

ftuJb; fe4?#nti&v \n wiis kingdom drfc fo manifeft 

on, thsoifclvef^' landf are fo fully ftiewh 'by D)^. 

J^hwm^tp iu.his'Hflays upon the Trdd^ of the 

Natictoi t^at^ilpiey need not to be infifted upon, 

. Bulff j^eiide^ tfiefq ponfequentes of fuch a 

deitrth^ whjcb are obvious in themfdves, it ap- 

: pc|ti:5 tor us xo be flill more prejudicial to the 

nation 3^ fand to threaten the vfery iliftcnce aa 

wcJJ as.th? fubfiftence of the people/ who are 

.alf^cjy hy far too few, either to cultivate the 

-^ .fends, or to fupport the trkde and manufa<3:urcs 

Ba of 
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pif tht kiagd9;», jr , w]?cqc^ the ocJafequiMjijes qC 
tliis dearth, apd of the c3Sffe?»whicb appear tc^ 
pccafian it, may be pxuch cnpre .riiiflous, thai> 
ipew to hf apprehended* . , 

, To fee A|cb a dearth, *hif h jhre^eos to be; 
|aftingt, la fiicb ^ fruitful J[aqd. as this*, .whicl^ 
yearly fiipplks its neighbours^ with greaj qu^oii^ 
ties of Gorn, Js; fompwhat .f^rpj-illng;. and it 
p)ay therefore .appear to^b^ L^puriQus', per-j 
^aps, as it IS intereftiho;;,. tQ^nYefti^tiisi the 
f:aufe3 .of fucjb. ^n- unsorna^qQ. fiveiixu and IQ 
j)revent the , ruinpus ,e,ffp<3:s^ pf. fUc^h H gener4j 

??]4iPB^^)^ f ai^pii^y: • . .. . . ., •, : ; ' , : 

In fuch ^pdeatiful ^ouptry asEngla^tJiwher^ 


fa\ dearth.. ^.:|d;^^^^ pf tj>e^c<*irarm8'P/ luej| 
ivere it not Q^yir^g.tp Ipqi^' UincoaiTOon and 
jl^icullar <^aii|^^^^ P^pp'^ ^f 

that .plenty wbiph the \^^(i,n^t^vj2i\\yzffQ}:d9^^ 
And a]thou^^,^..^vqry. one, rnay ..put. their Qwq 
conllrudtioa.upo^tbe cauds qf fwh 9r^ geper^d 
ipompjait^t, according as tl:K^y' are afiei5ted. by 
.thehi^ yet,^iipoi].d.ue inquiry ^nd eonfider^tipn of 
the rnattef ipi ^Keral .ye^rs^ tl^py appear .to u$, 
who have np other concern- in then>. but the 
.public, wel-fare of the natji/^n,. tp be, chiefly ajid 
.principally, the ,-fpur following^ which are Co 
pianifeft iii thetplelvejs,.' that. they fg^m pot 69 
require; a mare p^rticular/cjifcuflionj hpW'evej: 
the other caafes ojf tbjs de^rth^ aqd;th9rn)ethc>d§ 
jpf prcyeiitiog u^,.w\\kU are hereafter mPJf 

^ ' '^ ••' ' '^ fully 


§a\\y.tX}^lM^i^m^ydef^vdzmorc particular 
^Sdnfi(kr4«fe>if: ^-Axidliicffecaufcs of this dearth 
j)t will .tfcvr^tfdefa^ to tbnfidtr 'In the firfl 
pkcfc, and to t^ wdl apprjtcfl 'of thctji, left we 
ft^\i\d ttiCt&St thecaitte 'by endearoufing to 
pt^iteBt th^-eff^ft^ which y^ovU'd appear to be' 
rfie. tefidtoCf df fb* feXpedients that are mm-^ 
pkcMf pre^ed^asf h hereafter more ftilly (hewn. 
<fi 1%« !^rft afnd moft manffeft caiife of thN 
^efcrrtb^ lappfeafrS' t6*be, ji great? iftcrcafe of Wii^ 
ftlwfittg afKf'ttatilifddturing towns* throughout 
|fc» whole Idrtgcfota, wfekh rklfir no* corn nof 
other provifions^ and make a grPater Tdemahd'fbt 
therwihiff/teeiuppry ^Vil! anfwen * ; 

\j ..Thegrear inereafe 6f the*trading and manti* 
faifltofe| to wns^'fe'vifibfr to every dne, and 
iftay be feenf itf all parts of thfe'kingdom. This 
i& ihenatflfSt^dnftqafence of an extenfivc trade, 
ifRd-^an'Irfcrgift 6f iiiahajfkitutes^ arc the 

ehtef pUffuitS'Of the hafion ^btrr it would ap- 
pear from v^itfbllbws/ that neither the num- 
pet of pe6pT6 in thii kifigdoth',' nor its agricul- 
'ture, Hmh»d'ahtf cohfined as it is to one or two 
particdlar produfls of the. earth, are fufficient 
to ftfpbtfrt ftic^l an cxtenfive tradA and comr 
tn^rCtj Which t^es the pebple from their em'-? 
pteyrn^ln kgriculturc, to plow the fcas inftead 
^tbe jknd'y and tb makethbfe many articles 
0f tradii'^nd ttianufadtrfe,' which their fuppfy' 
pf p'fOVfeonWWill h&rdly enable them to cariiy 
pn^ 'TPhlB 'the nation, which is fo bent lipoh 
jraidfe ari|i navi^atron, feems never to have con- 


fidcrcd the neccmty of extchdihg Its iig^^^^^ 
in prop^tiQR to its trade, 'which may otherwife^ 
ruio owtaootfier.j the firft may be ruined for 
want of Jhands, if tficy are employed in tfadq 
and.manufa^uresi and the laft for want of 
fupplies. from the land to fupport them. 
- UnJefe trade and agriculture are made' fub^ 
fccvicot.to their. mutuprfii{)port, neither of thehf 
cm ever tbriyc^or profper ^ the dearth of provi^ 
^om,, and. cofif^ueiiUy of ^II ^he articlea.o^ 
^a4e^.^0d of every thfqg that the cpuntfy prb-r 
4i%ceAr muft.ruin the' trade and manufactures of 
the kiog4on»> and when theje^ fail, tba rents bf 
)iaswis tin.«ft /jjtll them; which there a^- 

|3C3*a/tQ,be i¥>.wajrt9 prevenf, but bp'enJarWa 
th/8 jagrjrfuJtur^ip.tpi^^^Qrt^^^^^ to' the jtrade of tn? 
Mn^ii^y Jxy fbqta mgh method las j hereiftet 
JpfOp^fc4^^4 fpr^wlycli' thefc {h?ct$,were, iii^ 
mMq^ ;;i^riqiiJt;iJSeis,the.chi?f fu^ 
iwrion^, mAAkff jSrA thini tp be iponlidere^ ui 
\9il CQiinAfie^j without , which the trade of this 
ckiogdoit). ajuft decline, an(^ its' navigation go to 
^docay* t ' .-- ^« . .. \ [ . 

i . It wai? iCoa>putc4 bcfprg. the laft war, that • 
thcFcefich cQuld c^rry on moft. branches qf 
tttdp land raanj^fadurcs. 25 fer cent, cheaper 
than Britain I whofe trade micift how be ruihecf, 
after all ^ late additional, taxes, unlefs (he 
* provides, for her labourers and rnanufaSbure^s 
vat a'Cheapcr rate, byjpreventing thcfe caufes qf 
..dearth* A dearth and fcarcitypF provifio.ns 
ftrike at the very root of trade and manufac-^ 

turcs^ 
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tutes, end render ev^ry thing th^t is made in 
tlu ciQuntjry U> dc^> that we can ncTer expert: 

^•rye with any competitors. 

"While this is the cafe in Europe, and tfi* 

QaQop is in danger of lofiog its trade, [^ a 

ive as mai^ more 

naerica, unlefs tbeif 

tiflied on a better 

;s themfelves, on 

rely for the vent 

d which' are Che 

rival us in them, 

cheaper than wo 

efTsbliQied maim* 

ha rhariiKf, that 

not impniAicab^ 

as the dearnefi of 

theirs, when' chef 

tie veiy cb*apew. 

'aytciji^wtcrit, bqt 

; Ae ^ricukuce of ; 

d abroad'; by rtam 

\ Tibme, iff ■order to 

3'rearonahIe.iate« 

$S^ by getting, the materials for them from the 

j^W^.. ^iButinfteaiJ'of this,' iV<inecM«) tnind 

^^flt^Kig ^ut ' tta^e both at home and aBroad, 

^^- 'maji dierc% • ruiti* tlw narioft b^-itj . the 

nipt^eVcbuntry Cildeavcnir^'to'preftff ve ' th&pro- 

^t|W^'^^rade of the colonics;; tvithoiil Either ne- 

.«i&ries or materials tc* catry it on -to advan- 

ta^;, ^and the colonies pu& a ti^de without aay 

.-■w'.',.".,'/ ",'- '\ ' 'ihing 
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tiling to tfade upon, And tfaerebjr. Infk not ]c(k 
thaQ 400)000 -^^ not half a luilUon . ft year^ as 
would abundantly appear, if the ihtc of thea- 
trade, ' Which" has trceii ib iziuch canv^ffed, 
iKerc <July' iAquu«d into, and tempar^d n't&i 
^eir (taf4(i oomii^ditieE, or ftie prodapr of 
their lands -ij^. ;-...- -.■ 

■■-■■-'■ .^h6s 

>s iKey €6n<Ktiife in tfaeu-.^fsat^aunion^ aiA afiftesf.to 
aJl wdiowili n^nfider their ijoddittona^dc^cueiaai^eiff cr 
their income, which upon the i)rl£)eU inquiry, doca ticrt 
Appear to exceed ten er twelve {hilling^ a head p** oitMwit^ 
take alKihe people in North America opffwiiA Eiiother, and 
■pniifl be very iiifuSclent to pntchafca Afth parr of their 
'lieceflarics (rom Britain, without paying anytaxes.' ^i(ch 
.taxes muft therefore "ha vff totall^TninedtJic intiiVft'yf'iftis 
-naiion >n the colohidti anjibe muft tSeretiy'haVtiihjft 'iiie 
beiMfit pf ihcm, after, tl>eJtnmc/rfcAimS-t^athJ*ebeenex- 
j)?0(!«l'ijRort,'f>emi tiom whidh'^ccfeuld'fec iiothi^gbut 
, ruip tpth at home and atrodd;,— 'FVir Tvhfe'n mktiiifaiifurci arc 

". onc): eftabtiflicii; the Hiariuf^jirers 'wlB cbrifbHfc'iWlpre- 

" ', 1liy>htc6 ibeltol<n»ipi woiTRiakeaiipit- 

i ,_afld will (hcftb^ not ontyiiTendci- their 

p neceiiary for'i;lie1r'own'fmpIy, blit~it is 

'' ■■ win h?yi as grcal A faccalrori fo5-a trade 

''wiil 'fiavB' nothing elfe to pdrcttafe (he 

' jnai^ .otjiipr ooceiraries they W4nt, Ac--^ And thii is tl)e 

more to be apprehended, as their chief ftspfe already is, or 

-, (boo piil] ^e^^'>pth,ing,hfirdly 'biit, corn, cattic, 'wodi, and 
ififli, which are'nbt wanted fn 'Bt-jtainV ant! cannbt'te ftnt 

,' toiti the .colonies rtiuft ih'erCfot'et/iy'on'oAEr'^pdttsrre,- 

■'■aKire^than upoo their mother countrj, -/or the vent afihefe 
„tbeir produfl*. ^nA chief pa^t ^f their fubfiftencc, "as they 
alreacQ do. — And although hiany exptft tq prerent thisde- 
plorabie '{ituatiqti, by getting heriip, . tihiberi ' a Ad iron* 
from iho. colonies, yet jthefe mull appear (tj be wr^ infnf- 
■ fsieot for that purpofcj and are only fit to difappbinf the 
' 1 " tiatrorf 
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Tlius hoih the hation at homc^ arid the cold- 
iiics abroad, fecm to pulh a trade, which they 
cannot carry on to any advantage, for want of 
thofc iiccefl&ry articles, on which the profits of 
trade depend ; which muft all come from the 
^ Jatid, and from an encouragement of agricul- 
ture ; otherwife the nation may be ruined by 
triuie, 9S liqgny individuals are. Thd great fums 
which tfhts nation is obliged to pay for the tn&ny 
foreign pt^udlions df the earth impbrted intoi 

» flatioji agatk^ after all the difappointmehts it has met with 
^ \U ex&ry,^bu)gjp£ this kind that has been attempted dqw for 


2nd fiax are tbe.moft ufifuitsibki both to their foil and cli-^ 
,111^15, of any, thipg that could,, w.cU be propofcd,; fo that 
^ ^e gin, ne^ver exped that thejr will make much more of 
tbe& than wilVbe abfoliitely ncccflary for their own ufe, 
rihlcfs they have many other commodities fot BHtain witU 
. them* And were they to make all the hemp and flax con- 
fumed in Britain^ which b not valjied at above 300,000 /. 
-. a. year/ it would not be above two dxiilings a head ^^^ 
annum, for all the pebplb in North America, and would 
be Very iofi*fficient topurchafe their ncceflaries from hence i 
although . even thatia muich more than we can exped to get 
from them in thefe commodities^ ? ; , 

. This ftate of the colonies is ftill rendered worfe by our 
fate acqiiiiltioxis, which at the l>eft, if ever they yield any 
ti^ngV cin only produce what our other colonies do ot n)ay 
frial^ei aqd.mufl ther^y interfere with them, dimini(K 
their r^tuirns to Britain^, and render them all together mprc 
ind more iridepehdcnt oif their mother country. — Before 
rtiis nation fcctfes any irioVe colonies, flie fhould endeavour 
ta.get ftfmcthyigfrom'thofe (hp has, otherwife (he will foon 
find that the already* has too many which produce nothing. 

C this 
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this kjngdpjo,. nfjt oijly.drwp it of i|t Jtrcaiiittl^ 
every day, but it is to l^e feared, ipake a bab^ice^ 
of trade ag^nft it^ and tbfi Ojatipa muft thereby 
be rather a lofcr t^n a g^jncr by its trader , 
Whatever rt^s^y be the cafe 9X hpngwr^ we.aie:) 
well aiTured* tOAt the balance o(,traiJe is dg^oitii 
the cQlpnies.^, by which tbey jofe fionfidP^^Wy^^ 
and are thereby n,ot only depjiyed: of feaiit*> 
tances to Brit^o, But cun iadebt toter fiier/ 
this. b?ilapcc,. vv%K tbejt, cl;\i^%. .pay to i the 

Frencjh and othpr.fprpign,fi<;^onb$t i . . : ' ': ^"^ 
ilv Xh?^ nejji CAu|e/9f thii^ d»r<^is acdecreiaie. ■ 
of peppJ^ in jhe coantry, ajtje^aft if>: pr^^pofittonLi 
to the cities and trading a^ «?a»vfa^UTift§i 
tov^fts'; YKTO/app^^S, t^ %'q(;<;R6oimd,c-DOtr:- 
only by. the,Mwip$^ff, whWb.ri^r;^,!^^ thefc Jafit • 
but chiefly, b^ a greaitoivf^eift^;^ tHl^> faad: 
thf ^^umiqg^.ot arai?te jan^5 ii«q ;grftfs,.grpands^ .; 
in or4f r . ^^,,VQ^i^^^:^h^,, gf ftati< jj^ck .of .alL r. 
kiiids, jand ^anicu;U^ly.o^,h^TJ^f »el^ yihwh ;thift'"^ 
natipri is ,fp yejy. expenfiyet;.%^ 
tlie jl^aiic^ ,}je. If nqpltiy l^^qpsye^ fcarce^ : 

the cpan try, , is, di^poj^l^i / . %i^^ > 'Wp^ haw Dot • 
huibanamen fuHiciem to fupply the populous 
towns and crouded markets, .^. , ^ 

'^^l though, this is ppt foyl&U^ as, the iocreaftt • . 
o£ the ti^w.na, yet it fi^enaa^ta be no lefs certainf , 
It appears from the 'nVcS^ft 'diligent inqtfvryihacfe 
foe feveral years, aiid trytJ^'mpft ablfe fiatid"^*,, . 
both frotiv the nutebit^^f h^u^^^^^ 


+ Pr. Btakcnridgc, PW»afb{>hfca^Ttanfiai6n2, Vbp x^. ' 
^^ , 4 s^. • ) quantity 


qaanthy (jf bread cbnfumfed, thht the number 
of pddpl* in England, which \vas formerly 
c<^iipated to be eight millions, is now found to 
be i not ^fix^'and as tKey have Very much In^ 
fcfcafed in tt»e towns, they muft hav^ decrealei 
nffarcrth^ <Wd 'millions in the country • which 
9}pH(iil (nffic^nt to occasion a dearth and fear- 
cit^cof prbviJSons, and to account for the dcar- 
riftfe of iwa-y thing in the kingdom: \ 

.-iPhfe dpcfedje or pet>ple is owin^ to the mo- 
nopolizing of the fkrois,' and palling down the 
houfe^'Uv order td fave the repairs, by whicH 
faimSi^.peppIe artt extirpated j and as there is 
T&i&ftii6hkii^t, tliat-fince this praftice has fo 
fxjurfi .^ftft^dilM itt' England, pot' lefs than 
^^bod^iky^et miyh-aiv^ thus gone to decays 
tKai .nift^ti^V wU ftifficfently V^^ foi* the' 
lofi^jtfftoTs^o mBliohs of/ people, aiswfc cannot ' 
Slltev^lfefi'^' than fix or' Te^en' for' eac^ 'jhouTe. 
Ac<fbrdingly tlic n^niBcr of houfeV, which paid 
thtf t*«on foeafths in i6BS'^i was 1,175^951 ; 
but: ill if^t, (hhy being counted again for thei\ 
wlftda^ tax,' the number of inhabited hodt^V* 




• /■ 
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* This actouht wa^ publiflied jh January, 1692- 3^ foon 
afttr ic vraii Uktnfof thdheta^tK-taxj and may be feen in 

Hnfgkttiii^ £fg^ F; R. S. :NMnf))>» xx^u vul* i. p. 73^ . 

The iisitt atcoulPt is giv«ii froth '{i$pih^ who Kad an op'^ 
p6hun1'<y of leairAing th^ rccordp 6f the kiagdbm. They , 
boW*<Joi«iift ityi of 'thi number ofHoufei in England and 
ff^0hs, amd in every particwlai* c(<uiftj^; as if itmrete fcbti 
an adual numeration, without any uncertain calculatioh's.- 

^ . C 2 was 


«ira6'tiat 66r,57$ J ; ihisthakeS klfccreafc qf 
^H>373 iflha^ited hdofes m'tlie'iwhdle, pot^ 
i*rithnknding the towns ai'e fd mviih incrwfed^ 
attd allowing fix people for €ach lioufc; -tbk 
iDhews that we iiave loft 1, 2 86,2 3"^' pebple'iH 
tile v^hblfeifeingdom, and not lefe pSrhiaps tbail 
tw0 'mrllioris ip the country, Mdi *jhtf 'yeaj- 

*''?A's Wis • Is' the tufJf! certaio''aceoiinV^t)f^ti<^ 
natftber d^ fidnVes'W England tlhaVWfeJhkvfejev*!- 
tail?'il!oWing lix fof each' -hbWe,-T«h^ riuftibef 
6f §c6]ik' fe but? '5,'^69;|:68 i^'WfifergiSmn f nfi^B 
%ey mdftBavcbecn^7,'o3;t,)b6^i'4r!fi<^^ 
'^>y 'nlghly with the atcoo nt- 6f^' .Sft> ^Jtim 
Petty, who maaif'¥betn'^,i6^;cR$b^lft'^i^4. 
'As Br tfiV ac?count gf^-^ IfrPBrMinWge 



'fflrttci^'ffi'aAfdves ^#ithobt 'any ftfficTew reafon??, 
Wt tHeH?^^iiii«t be ii 'very- g?eit decti^Sfe in the 

/ :/;^jf !llttii: rtiftinlMr was iitElI:986i4i8a} rf *Wch .28^9429 

;:Vcre>pt(tagcJl aj)^ 24>904lunji^b^it^4> >)^llich makes^but 

:94Xt578 inhabited boufcf gnd cottages. Now if the cot- 

' tages were. not induded' in ^he accobnVpf jSgz,^ «s they 

'^id n<>t ^ayth^ hekrth^tax,' AAd are ilbtm^htfonfd iA5the 

:3iccoumj : tli£ d^rtafe.of >boufe3;rmce.rii,^tltimer:^:Hl<<^h 

^rea^teMhan we J^erc m^^ j;f^.^ltho.ugh;ipapy4fecai^jo be 

ifin^^iljing, <^ather (ro/n. jgood hopes than £0(p|a xeafohs, tp 

own even 'this. '•'"'*" ''''••^'•' ^^''i"--' '• "' - - ■■> '-'-^ - ;^. 

cpuptry, 


l{ Hi h 

tb<8rgrg;M.rf«c^«^e,of the. to^xwsi'.fjfp^ly as 

iifebve, jwpfiiqg,. ^nc^t cpmplain fp mwh of tbp 
i»(afi[^r^ iSAod^i-. whom they extirpate;.. aji4 

1»«6Joibf6f Sbgft)enp^t of their. lahiouc, A^corir 
ingly the want of hands iii the country h^ 
^i|(P»S«*tjS9Pplf»»«i«^ <>f„-^ii4.wa8 s^\ft^ at- 

«irifei»«^9v^.(W^rrJ. hutfipccthaJj the wofkr 

ebWiiiitiiisw^ou^sf .«nplay», aod jjoany hftVjeJxwsi 
i«J%i4 «??; dfiCe^i;, jrt^s J^i^^o^^,.h9i|^cvfir thejr 
eWyi-wMpt^^^jn^hf^pqyn^ry.,,, .^.i ,; .... - 
.^VWsfe^imtaiffty ^r^^f^wy t^ia,tljiis,4?c^qrc of 
bpSepJfti ife«4>t)9ft«I (fp'Wfi'ft:^^ pr*?fenit to ii^quwe 

.>i«e.4pT|^ei% j^jpF^gr^tj^^ply 4^91 19.^1^ pee- 

fciS|cP^€8A«Pjfcjl^«P .%?lif.t^f pepplp tbiJSb<fc- 
o Pel?|^f s ilhe? e <i* ^|t l?,^^ joo4. r^afyr^ .t^ |p.ife«a, 
L fe^Mf te »9i0pus/l:aj(^«i;iay be ,pj;e.v^<^ed ui,'ti»c» 
,?fl§li3NwB.»i.¥i ,top ifite^.:*^ it |& . gcrjiBio,\tWt 

?iibifi.;i^^.jjrapt». ijptbiag 4}[?ow thaft^peopje, 

who appear to be too few for her many con- 

<'xerhs,> and extcnfive tffade, both'^l luame-and 

';abl;pa^.^ Ijf' We majr hdpe for the* beiV^'Wc 

,.^ftugW Jike^wife to provide ^aihft 'the" worfti 

^rfjalttdhiiotifij^^ thei;jrMi9of:r^Q patip^iari vain 



yi'iauo.) , ' much 
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mueh winted} and efpecklfy to etteAd iht, 
agrrcaotear* of the klngUbnii at hdme/i^ pr6-\ 
fom6n to t«l tf-ade dttd tnarty cdndirhs Abroad.' ' 

Nove 41 thi»defcre4fe of ptopl6 hidii Be ifi 
the country, fittct the tewtts afe fa much cH- 
larged, it thfey eaflly be acfeotthted for irom 1 
tbh prftdioa of monbj3Qlizlng the fafm^; iftd;' 
puttirig down the hou^fei. As faf a's i^^ can ' 
warn, thott ate ftw dr HO <ftktfes,'6h"i<5tiicTj 
ibine hodfes have not thus ^fie to dfecay, «nt| ' 
aadai gr«iC htirfifecr oh Others,' Whflih ihdf^^ 
aoi^mit ro a cbrifiddtabU fhimb^rm th^!whdle: '^ 
kiogctetii. Thet^ wire '^tetfriy, by klj ac-, ; 
cooftW^ ' tnanijr Hrimf xinA^ 26X a' yeirV ohl' 
which th&gfeateft htiiMj6k' Of peo^lfe is'br^dK^ 
ind ^«t-nttfftb«rt iiMet 40 irid 56, ^hlfch'J 
kft.«-Tiwr-r*^l»hed i vtry 'IdW*rdfit, ^'ana'fffcK ., 
as few- oar« t© havfe oh their' idftatei. ' Thpi one 
fadfofthtf-ftH'mi in !He fcingdorti itoiy have f; 
been irrcorpctei wd, ahd fd lAaAy" pddjild €f:^pene4 
from them,' for ought we know ; which feemi 
to wodtitd ff Offi the' pditidh&n^c of projperty ; 
in' (he country, from the landlords Uving in < 
and refofting to the towns, and from th^r ie^ 
nants foHowing thertr/ - 

Thtt cortco'ut-fe of people Ap tlie towns, ■ 
which has become fo common in England, is 
the more- to be regarded and reprehen-deid, ai 
it Jlppeaffr, <h&t they decfeafe id thifcni mudi ^ 
fitter than they incrdafe in the country j to 
which the decrca,fc of peoplftfcem$to^)e'o<l^ing4 
It hte been; fouhd l^ a^ g«flrt<^an of diftinc- 

tion. 




^^ ,^,^ t- >5-;l- 

tiobj^w!^ is,,w«il Vqu^inffld with iackiaopoM 
uii c;;^c£rns pf tb«. ^tipq, and Iwa had tfat 
curiojity to exi^uiit .^& rcgift«r& of the birthi 
an^.b'yrW)^ In i^ver^l parts w (h« couniry> that 
'^nglan^thc peqils 
lly ip the RMf of oor 
K^ yt^r, fo that th«y 
?r c»wry thrqc or fbiv 
be Q:($>AU$4.froin tfas 
r MTi^tlon&Aiidxttth* 
kjeiipff bjt the . lajig* 
iecrea^. .very iaD, as 

wbpaV' i^Qjriiriifiit' 

,4y Pbiised ■tftii'ife in 

tioolliji |^me5^9S.il3>p4,fo¥ Jha*: puqJO&ij 
and ^s ^necomg^Qj} Ef °p!* th^" ,r^64^! CDttrdf 

^ Tlieurouiits We luvie ivid of. the.»cm'< *^ W>)w4». 
hai^ttecn tjdcei^'yrotil otil^rvatiohs aaap in populous ^iti^s, 
In.whii^'-tbBy ded^Mfii. - To p^eive their jncreafe, we 
t^^o^^t»]f^^fnmt^tix;Paax/f. ■ Id tlw panQvB bete metr- 
Cioned, to the number of about tn^nty in ^igitient ptiu at 
thecounXry, th^ births Y^'^^Y exqeedeil th^tf^riafsby j>te 
ao,'or ss'la ibo, ujwnaA average, which is an ina^iSf 
of more'ubBtr.ona thirdj But' as man^'mighr be boin in 
the^ psui{bf9^,y^o4id mn dte^ in ttuBi; that-^nlay make 
fbniB difierence,. ^ it dd^ecioalllhetikac^l^ulfitiqnti. Ah- 
loWi^g i^r this, the increase ijjay be jO Ju ioo, or.a fifti* 
parf fcvcry yebV. Mr. Grauni rriakes (be births to Ihe bu- 
rialj^in the catietry^ as yatd 58, which f^ eitincrcafe of 
about la ip Ipp., ^^i^hivi^at m tii. tiiii\»f. MhsMl;^ 
cK. 1 2. £. m. 35. 

they 


they are no wUL abuodaiitiy 

account for'j ;,pf pcpglq^. and 

appears to n Ic. rr ... 

Agricultu: Dj4ur^i;eiiip\oy- 

ment of all c ^ ^^^ly ofie j 

breeds peop Ipygh 3ji|id,lopm,- 

for land aod it, ,9 |g«{ pj^groft 

that, asi they i^'i^j^l ^Srf wuft 

thepnifclvfS t ijandji^^i^^.pon- 
fume ^he produQeof^ M^^ft 9%]"^pkiyM^^^ 

their pwii _ couptrjfr^I^o^ jp^^ ly^l ^ ,cithet 
breed or,^inKua,a.,ni^&ib^r.,.o^ S^9m IP'^^^? 
cwintry. J>i^,-? ,gpnpraliani4.i|^a^^^ 
ture, and ^(E V^F hiffq?,?h«i^o fe^5fTO'^*^ 
very e)ciJtw?§,pCfhq^9ple .yviifj^^fiu^dl, as 
weU^.>.^f«,inod^^;ftfui^^p?pifpf^ tj^^^ 
we havef^ .f[, n-tilV/ - i-n\\ ■.-i-^v) li ."'.■ 

fo ni«l^ iJW^»f. Ab«X. WPflotipi^ntajn^pd^pro- 
vide for^ fanjily, i^ i\my,,d(? gpon^fstrpss la^^he 
country, which fu|>pJy„?.Yery ,opSf>yi4i tp^pe- 
ceffarics pf ^if? from th^ifpwnl^'our and ,ip- 
duftry.^ Vp^'^ '^^1 people cap pnly >vant 
through negJigcnqt, . but in town.s.the^Jftarvfi 
for want of erpplc^fnegt, ,w,hiph; thpy often 
cannot get J efpecially, wbere evcfy,. thing is 
become fo dear, that none can afford either to 
maintain or employ ihem. Hence in tJ*e .popu- 
lous towns in England moH; people are obliged 
to Hvc a life of ceUbacy j which has becotne fo 
common, that the gentleman abovementioned,- 

whff 


,[ }7 } 

who wa^ at fuch p^in^ to. inquire into the nuoi- 
'<lfef bPtifeSpll; ft Ac km^ijom, thought'rhcre wa? 
^ ii^^4?fiinct-«rfe ihefo; but tp fay a tax upon 

ba^cheloi? * -, '^Brhp are oftch maintained in idle- 
~j tof thepublic, fromthepro- 

<i tfc^flocKs, which farther in- 

<' f lofs of people." Hence wc 

^ Wtcft enemy, * the fums of 

'' ic'tiafional creditors have cn- 

"■ nb^iibBrs of them tq lead an 

'} tfc of celibacy, at the expenc» 

•* ,' frohi which, among other 

^H|? '"Kt flftjafd-prognofticate the downfal gf 
'Otcat Btft?Hi i'arid thtrc may be .too much 
itaa^S'^HBH^ the tmth of fiia predic. 
^laq/Tf^JdtpiBresf^^^^ drove' from the country, 
^^flft^^^^^W^ftcji'inambcts every day,;aiia 
'eatiEfd? fiibiHlMir' thfe tdWnJ, -ftom me'excrffive 
dearnef§ of every thing. When the petiplb.ar^ ■ 
feBf^^-tiJ'qaib'thB courttry, '<he^ havti no'^ay 
to fU^flfti' biil' in the'tradiiig and iriariiifi'ftunii'g 
't<irtrtiSy %licre the dekmeft bf provlfiotVs retidei's - 
ib^iriibbur^artd mannfaftures fo.deaf, (Mat they 
K^tf tto Ttttit for them, and tHey *ant employ- 
infeitt, ind' bread, there likewife. Great num- 
bers hsftrc;'!:^ (hofe mtf^nsbeen tiimtd <3ut of 
tnijao|rrit?nt-, and areJobliged to defer t iht king- \ 
^iHitiir'tdftsiVejiithbiilc; which feeinS to be 

01 r'll'Aj [:■■ .:- .„.■,. • , . ■ ,; - • " 
~'^^&ie=^it trtiti(%'tie fias wrotson (h» ^J^a, or a mo-^ 

o!€j?i!te*t?t5>yf=wt^/f^>4'»?,J- _ -v.. ^ :. ■ 


the caufe of the complaints and difturbanccs 
among the people. 

Thus Britain, by following trade, and neglec- 
ting agriculture, or fuffering it to be engrolfed, is 
likely to lofe both her trade and her people. The 
great advantage of agriculture is in the breed* 
ing, as well as the maintaining of people 5 and 
unlefs that is attended to, we can never expert 
them to increafe, or to fee a fufficient number 
in this kingdom, either to cultivate the lands, 
to render provifions ciheap, or to fupport the 
many other concerns' of the nation. Great 
numbefs areloftabroad,and many more in the 
towns to which they rbfort for the benefit of 
trade, fo that we can tifever expedl to increafe 
or prcferve their numbei's, Without a general 
;and extenfive agriculture 5 and (hat alone will 
ever render provifions theap ii> this country, 
where every thing elfe is fd desif. 

It is computed by 'Ct?rfe'«JM7rm, Efq; in 
his very ingenious and inttrt'fting Obfervations 
on the Bills of Mortalityi that the-dmiual lofs 
of people in London aloiie muft liave taken 
506,000 fi-om the cottmry, ffohi the rtvolution 
to the year 1750 ; and; confequcffittj^ 636,000 
to this prefent year y766^,' or in 78 ye4rs 3 to 
which if Ave add the great increafe of^ the town 
within thefe few year^, this fiiigledty has not 
required leJfe perhaps to uphold it than Soo,ooo 
people within theie 80 years, whiclif is 1 0^000 
a year, and as rhany'in ten years; as-tfae nation 
commonly lofes in a very bloody wars bclides 

all 
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all the other towns in the kingdom, and the 
numbers that are yearly loft abroad, in the 
fleets, army, wars^ &c. And it would farther 
appear from bis ufcful obfervations, that he has 
foretold cl)« prefent dearth and fcarcity, the 
rife of the pf ice of manufadlures, and decreafe 
of the pcopte, from this yearly lofs of people 
in the cpi^ntry ; which is the greateft argir- 
mept that can well be given for a gendral natu- 
rajii^at^n in this kingdom, and even (hews the 
neceility of fuch an expedient ; unlefs the peo- 
ple are more confined to the country, and have 
ti more generalufe of the lands. If it be not 
by t3neor the other of thefe means, the fources 
of population in this kingdom are cut oiF; you 
have a conAant drain of people from the coun- 
try, who arc all loft in the towns, and many 
mooe abroad, while they are expelled from the 
land, and have no way to recruit from the ufe 
of it$ to which laft the increafe of all mankind 
feeofis to. be owing. Many indeed are apt to 
conolude, that the people muft increafe, (ince 
the toW¥>s 9re fo much enlarged 5 but that is 
ratbep afige of a conftant lofs of people in Eng- 
land ; whence the great increafe of the towns 
muft ruin them and the whole nation, for want 
both of people and of neceifaries, unlefs the 
country is improved and increafed with them ; 
whk^ there is little or no hope to expe£t from 
the prefent ftate of agriculture in the kingdom. 
If we attend to the fources of population, it 
will appear that mapkind are propagated on the 

D 2 earth 
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to grov,. fiod ftpunfljPTb?f|t IP fqffWrtA^ 
but in popi>iou$towwthey.pyi9ria^ilbiid)^^ 
one another, andean miitt %1h1^p^ tiikih^M^r.* 
thinned and .tranfplanj^cfd. 5 %. :tv^bi€^.rTOft» jfoi ^ 
many are obliged to rf^t^^^j^ to^bfi coIdrMajiin>i^^ 
order to gettbeqfc^f .i,ands, ancj>the Bftc«i^ri»> 
of life from tbcqit vvjmh t^yrjan^^piivpi biin 
at home, ' . Th^refo^^ if ^jsiwtiQft wettld ^{liyn^ ' 
ferve the. few . peppl^; j^iffjlw 
from,aiigratJiig tq.t^^rS^f^ipii^i: rflwbflirfulddfcti. 
them, ejmpy tbe.ben^f^ flfi^ifeft ^tidsflmibmi o*n 
native.toit ^nd^t^ift^si^i^H?^)®^!*^^^ 
cd> as-ai5i,JnGrjeafo.oi; f]p<>pj^ifl J^.prj^Aei^riOsfc'^ 
would bo. as, pp^dif^rt^ctb^^iini^ 
nation,..^?8 ^ l9fs f?^ jtt^ifp^ 
cplonie?: not. Qv^^\}\^j{%^,^f:iy,i^^:.h^ 

able them 1 to ft^Mfift i^y^g d?f>Cft^ 

mother couptry^ , ,v^^i^[aft:ii9fl?cftfft ipf :poQ^er 

would r^n4fr,jpf^qre.[^pfj^i<jfi^^ ^^v-i J:^ 

No\V ;t;hkipwaf^f[^j4H^ 
a free qfe ^d:gefleg4,d>i*l?Ntf^p;0^ 

and theVppt .o|''pi?pgle(ii>,Brijaint,tOtcJbfiM^ 
grofling.qf ihen? j,5'f^^^< givj?jB,>ey?igr;OWift; fewe// 
of the friMts p^ tbe;earjh>^p4:thier^byrf f«^^ 
and nialtipU^^ the .f aq? o^io^aqkinditvubik thvtr 
both flaryesi ^nd e^wpatfiSotHewi wfeit^Wsjft^^^ 
: matter, of jjo/tnaJL ponil^qttCiWft taitjp{i$:j^i©n,«r^ 
whofe colopieaare ici ^^u^necQWi :^jRCriWfei^ 
lb faft» But if the people of Gi«iat jSrifam.^dio 

Ireland were to l?e.,^i»piqyf4^ift httftHiodfy^^ *^i^ 

they 




thfey ate in thf -^blonie^ thtfe kingdoms would 
be modi 4no)9i'p(^fobS'than we can ever ex-^ 
peiftlAE^didAiriM M bie.' Wei^jiU die people 
in tbefelkdliehM «ii^ ^ttUfu) iflands to be em-' 
ployedlfi«ia(|gficdttare, which the lands would 
admiec)ififik)3t m^ch gf^satier' numbbr; they mfght 
fooa.f&0{^0 ti&iAitAtice. from 'theii: own iiock; 
and t)vsix]14'ita«e'ptti9^<eito\]«^h'Ieft^^^ to 

fupplytthmr^'ji^^^^dt ^le^bor io^beflarv- 
cdrfa5ritIip>»ifcB>iaKi*iW^e|Jftvcd oT the means 
of fubriA«ac«^!frofti' «he^gBffihg of tKe lands. 
An mAtiCv^f^ftikftkhHnitt whlihisimtU 



the mtdtMldinJi^afi!>a^h-df jfi'dfe/ if ft were 
onljs aewwntfellP^ff e«8?y V^,y fn the ikiio^ 
mesrwmAd^fisAtiimbrmikmi'mnW.i' abd' the 
people ♦irBildl»-'*">»-«^'*«»^-^«^'^-- '^-i^'**-^-*^ ' 






of hsffl&iiqas'lh<^"lafelj^' 
taken $^(^tlib-pMgI 


nrtiia«}filnfe[«6f Koifti'ana ether •beaft^i^mlteia" 
o/^ittfcfliGUT» ttvW^irec^' ■ tSeywm 'iiever, hdVe .' 
iity to:^r*i<rf'f6ch'*tetJi?gchcies. 
r'»-' It - 
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It is to their agriculture, .poor as it is, that 
the increafe of our colonies is owing ; and we 
need not be furprifed that they double their 
numbers every twenty years, as many of them 
appear to do :{;, iince that is but a fourth or fifth 
part of the natural encreafe of mankind in 
England, where they follow the occupation of 
hufbandlhen, as they all do m ihe <:olonie6. If 
they do not encreafe fo faft a$ they wcwjld ih 
England^ by the fame manner of living, it is 
owing to a more barren iafid^ a^n intemperate 
climate, and the unheatthful fituation of many ; 
which will ever keep thpfe colonies irom be- 
coming fo populous, as to be a tej^ror tp their 
mother country, vinlefs (he thnsjefttirpates hdr 
people at home, while they encreafe abroad. 
Notwithftanding their fup'pofed * great extent, 
all our colonies in North Americaj,^ from New- 
England to South Carolina ihciofimi, are no 

•• . - ■ * . . ' 

^ t The ffloft ccr.taJn gpcQUijt of tl)c mcreafc of our co«^ 
Jk>ni6$f that we h^ve aiet with, js from the number of .peo- 
ple in Virginia, which was taken l>y the government at the 
beginning of the war in the year 1703, when their number 
^as 6Q,ocOf but by a like account, taken in the fame 
pnanner by the govef nment> at the commericement of the 
^war in iJSSr ^^^y ^^^ increafcd to 300,000; and by the 
Jdft accounts received from thencd in 1 765, their number 
was then 500,000: by vvhich they appear to have doubled 
their number? every, twenty years, as nigh as may be; 
akhough we cannot .expe£l: a like in,creafe now, when the 
country irgrown niore populous, and every thing is faid to 
becomeylftfr^^ and deafy as it is in England; the bad efFeds 
of which are felt in the number of people, more perhaps 
than in any thing elfc. 

larger 
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larger ihanr Great BrJtaia and Ireland, and 
wovid not maiotain a fourth part of the num- 
ber of |)cdple *. Thus we need not bis alarmed 
about 

* From their furvevsihey contain about 102,000 Tquare 
mile's, and Great Britain and Ireland 105,000— OF thii, 
the two Carolina! are » large as all the other fix, but arc 
for tfaemoft part a barren fancl, and produce little or no- 
thing ^l^,jn ,tl^ ^tinhe^dthful Swamps and marlhcs, whicb 
def^roy in^rp people than they are perhaps worth.— The 
middle or tobacco colonics are in a great meafuie worn out 
witb'liilat ekhaiAiag wad.— 'And Uie four norihein colo- 
niea have n^ifbl^f^fiQiirunodity wanted in Britain, and ate 
entirely qnJU .ttt.jproduce any, on account of the clinlatc, 
with the rongahdnard winters. 

' IJ^pon Aii'whole, in comparing the landt in North Ame- 
rica wfthlhdiS'of'Eiigland, we uiould allow not Icfs than 
fwir^ro^^ beilti-on.acc^um of the greater poverty of the 
foU, the i^Wf, Hf^ of barren Tands, or uncultivated rocks 
ana mountains, with me quantity of land that mutl be kept 
inVooJVIbrtbieHeceirdr'yulei of plantations, in fire-wood, 
fencing, Innbvn' boufe and.fbipr^uildjng, &c. Now as 
thefe colonies are about as large as Great Britain and Ire- 
larid, in a fourth part of the people (about 

two I If,' or three millions at molt) the laft 

is foil puious; but as the lands are not by a 

fourtl le colonies, the one is as populous as 

tbe"'^ to their produce ; and thefe colbntes 

can 1 :re1y by their agriculture, or by the 

makii imodtties for Britain, as all colonies 

Qtoul , if they Were able, than the people 

could f. Accordingly, the lands in Great 

Briui , jduce much more for expoitaiion, than 

all N^rth America. The corn exported from England alone, 
is equal to all that the lands yield for exportation in thefs , 
coloniei i . and in plentiful years, as in 1750, exceeded 
their produce by one third. And as the people increafe and 
multiply, at the rate they do, their lands will yield Aill le& 
for exportation j e^ecially of fuch commodities as tobacco, 
indigo* 
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about the power of the colonies^ th^ only 
danger is, from their want of remittapces to 

Britain, 

indigo, hemp and flax (which require the very beft corn 
and graPs grounds, and all the maqure that the earth affords, 
on which the people (houtd fubfifi) although tbefe are al- 
moft all that they make for Britain. 

If it is alledged, that a greater number of people will 
make more, it (hould like wife be confidered, that they will 
confume more; and their confumption is already To great, 
that they require for their own ufe, almoft every thing that 
their poor lands will yield. Hence corn and provifions arc 
already become more valuable to make, than any thing elfe for 
exportation, which is a certain fign, that they muft extend 
their fettlements, if we would have them to depend on Britain, 
Although they may keep up their exports for Britain at pre* 
fent, yet they diminifh vaftiy in proportion to the number 
of people. Three millions do not make much more than 
two millions ufed to do, — ^All that they make for Britair^ 
does not amount to above five or fix 0)lllings a head per 
annum.'^If they double their numbers in twenty years, and 
come to be fix millions, they will make nothing hardly foe 
Britain, unlefs they extend their fettlements oeyond th? 
mountains which confine them to thefe narrow bounds.-— 
It is not a tenth part of thefe plantations that produces any 
thrng for Briuin, and the chief part of that is worn out.— - 
Thus they have hardly any lands at all to anfwer the pur- 
pofes of colonies, in fupplying the nation with fi|ch com- 
modities as it wants, and to purchafe their neceflaries from 
Britain by that means. — They may indeed have lands 
enough to fupply themfelves and their manufadlurers 
with their own neceflaries, that is, to render them inde- 
pendent of their mother country, after all the fums (he has 
expended upon them ; which is the plain tendency, and 
muft be the unavoidable confequence, of all the late pro^ 
ceedings concerning them ; which are therefore likely to 
be the ruin of this nation. — If Britain has expended eighty 
millions of money for no other purpofe but to be involved 
in an additional charge of 7 co^qqq l\ fcr annum^ aiid ^q 

Jpfe 
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'BnttaUt soit) tiie ineans of /iibufting by a depei$<^ 
dl^'il^ ber i #hich inuflf iiiake them more 
<fi^^dant on other powers for the vent of their 
|>rqdiji^^^ d^at^are pot wanted in Britain. 
•ji^h^fm M^fMtiM^oi A general and exten- 
&n sa^oi^taiM^ 4(piCM\f in jMputiktfon, may 
be learnt from^the cf%$hiple pi all nations who 
'* ^?Sfi .bSSalff »iylhg due attention lo tbat^ 
.iamg>tiAibiii\iaaaMSi'paip\aytMnt8/ that in China 
lbi9i4iiiiv3AM#r. tA^t^' pdtifplef thah' iire in all 

Hft^cASjIffPi^) aeid< snaAntain thea» all m 
ycifti(^atiltMiite>w4fiiKWt -any f(M^gtf tf ade^ 
^rt<fcti«i>lftaei«°ft=btfil;1ie! great encouri^cmcnt 

c|)€i£f^tifl^9tftntete on-eaflth»> Mis <the: exam- 
F^edwith 2|(K(l0«»»)hiR)d'8^ and take^'e^c^, Inf per- 

|?W^#^Jilgft"^ cuUi^^ wcoxn^aM not 

no3 cirJi d);v/ r r^n f^^ \ i .^, : •* "h ,•-"• '^i-J i<? ^''" ■* 

di9qDfiftlnachimfe^th»i4s sd()r^fiK^nfftd/.-^Thif'rhere i^ no 
«nijr jt(ifnaih)til^(kiit ty ekt^Mlnf tfieti' {&^!l^rmlhtVtb tiiof«f 
^kA jiAdbfti^aibtbrrn^^feVon'Vl^ ft»(l7fflf^ for 

%hkh\4icdintbnlehg^to -ftiiWctiy-ait ^^^nfttt^'t^af; iFBie 
jf'/J^nfmfepikKrUst ibceVl^ slN^e>-^-^6^iythir (liaH- of all thef 
BmiAjflbiBioloin%yi^«^|r:eflabltf^dreiC6bhie^^ 
cNAioetel&ri^irQiii Bil»i8/^i>r^i($i4jfe in thst date of de- 

E Th«f 
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The likfe efFeds of a proper care of agricul^ 
ture may be feen in Japan^ where the lands are 
carefully furveyed and diftributed every year; 
and are cultivated almoft entirely in corn, with 
little or no grafs at all, even for^attle, and much 
Jefs for horfcs, as the people are bound by their 
religion to eat no flefli meat ; by which means, 
although the country is deemed very barren, 
rocky, and mountainous, yet it is, by all ac- 
counts, the moft populous fppt of any upon 
earth, and maintains all its inhabitants, nume* 
rous as they are, without any foreign trade at 
all, on which .we feem chiefly to rely in Bri- 
tain ^f-. 

From 

I From this inftance in Japan wc may fee, how much 
they are miflaken who imagine, that mankind could not 
be fupportcd on the fruits of the earth, or a mere vegetable 
diet, without animal food, of which we confume fuch vaft 
quantities in England, and thereby very much increafe the 
Ofpence of living, and the dearth of provifions, Atv^^acre 
of land willproduce much more than ten bulhels of corn» 
which will maintain a man for a twelvemonth; but three or 
four acres will hardly fupply him both with vegetable and 
animal food, cloathing, horfes, &c. 

How the Japanefe fubfift in fuch numbers entirely upon 
vegetable food, and in fuch a barren land, would be as 
curious, as it is interefting, to relate, had we room for it 
here. Their Gokof^ or neceflaries of life, they reckon 
five, rice, wheat, barley, black and white Japan beaiis; 
which laft arc highly worthy of notice, as they chiefly 
maintain fuch a number of people, in fuch a poor foil. 
Thefe are both of the kidney-bean (Phafeolus) kind, which. 
all grow on the pooreft foil of any thing perhaps that the 
earth produces, of equal fubftance and nourifhment. They' 
are more nouriihing than any fort df grain or pulfe, and 

yet 
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From tliefe and the like inftances, as well as 
from the nature of things, it abundantly appears, 
that Agriculture is the chief fourcc of popu- 
lation, 

yet Will grow and thrive on a mere barren fand. It is by 
means of thefe, and Indian cotrn, that the people live on ' 
tl|.eir poor fandy lands in America, where they have up- 
wards of thirty forts of thefe beans, fome of which ripen ia 
fix weeks/ropi fowing, would thrive, very well in England^ 
and,b^the greateil improvement for the poor Tandy and un-* 
cultivated lands. Another fort, known by the name of 
tfite Bu(hel-bean^ from its producing a buihel of beans on one 
vine, is perhaps the moft fubftantial food for hogs and hor- 
ies, of any thing that grows, and the cheapelL 

But all thefe feem to be vailly inferior to the Japan and 
Lima beans, which are as foft and fat as marxow, and the 
moft nouriihing of any thing that grows. It is from thefe 
white beans, of this quality, that the Japanefe have great 
part of .their food^ a3 well as fauce and feafoning for it* 
They <]o upt fo much as know the ufe of what we call but- 
ter, and y;&t are better fupplyed with it, from their pooreft 
ffindy lands, than we are from the richeft paftures, and 
npoft expenfive herds. This they make, whenever they 
want it, only by diflblving thefe white beans in boiling wa* 
ter with rice; with this they feafon their food, which 
muft be much more wholefome than our butter fauces* 

But as they want fome more favory condiment for an 
infipid vegetable diet, they make that likewife, which is 
the Japan Say, that we are fo fond of, from thefe beans ;'by 
fpaking them in water, with an equal quantity of wheat 
a;id fait, and beating them well for a month or two, till 
they are diflblved^ in the fame manner as we m^kc 
ketchup with muQirooms, which cannot be fo whole- 
fome. — And with their black beans, they feed their pof)% 
hoes and horfes, both in Japan and China. FUe Du Hade 
Hi ft. China, Kempftt Hiji. Japan. Afnanitatcs exotica^ &c. 

So likewife in America the common people and labour* 

ers, white and black, all live on thefe fort of beans and In- 

. dian corn, v/hich laft they feafon with the beans, an4 

jtjisreby render it vaftly more favory and r^hfliing, as well 

^ ^ ^ aji 
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tatk>0j and perhaps the only one, in ail icoua^ 
tries ; ^ad this is niuc)i more the qafe in Engr 

land| 

as more nourifliing) although that is the mod nutritious of 
all grain. With thefe the poor and negroes are fed upot| 
lands, on which the very poor in England would ftarve. 
This their bean is of the fame kind with the French Hari^ 
cot, with which alone they make af much. better foup and 
food, than the Englifh do with all their profufion of meat. 
The Bcuilhn, which is daily thrown away in 'England, 
with a few of thefe beans or roots, would maintain the 
greateft part of the poor in the kingdom, asr they do in France. 
By mea(is of thefe and buckwheat, the French live on the 
pooreft lands, and enjoy plenty in the midft of poverty^, 
when the poor in England ftarve in the midft pf plenty. 

Thus the fcarcity in England is more owing to wafie 
than want : and of that we have another inftance in manure^ 
the greateft part of which is wafted on gardens and hot- 
beds, and the earth is thereby robbed of its nouriihment. 
But if you will afk what will make plenty in any country, i^ 
is manure, as we may learn from China and Japan. They 
think very rightly, that every thing which is fed ofi the 
e^rth, (hould contribute to manure it, and for that reafon 
they take the greateft care to fave what we are at fo much 
pains to throw away ; and thereby have prpvifions much 
pheapcr in their many populous towns, than in the cheape{| 
part of England. Even the (hayings of their beards are 
carefully preferved for this purpofe, as both hair and foap 
are the richeft manure of any ; and the firft more particu- 
larly for Rice, as it lafts, and is not wafhed away; in water. 
Befide thefe they frequently water their grounds with lime 
water,' and convey it even to the tops of the hills by mean;; 
pf a fimple machine, like a chain pump, and thereby pre- 
fer ve the fertility of the earth, and even enrich it, while 
it bears the moft plentiful crops ; as lime water has been 
lately -found to be the greateft promoter of vegetation, al- 
though it is looked upon by our hiftorians to hp only a 
fancy of the Chincfe. 

By thefe means they have the greateft plenty of rice, 
^hich is their chief food in Ctfina and Japan^ as it faves the 
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iaiidj where the very neceflams of life, witfi 
^ycry thing el(e> are become fo dear, that wecai) 
fixpt&no mcreafe of people in towns, in which 
they V on the contcary, feeiu to decreafe.. It i$ 
fhtt^fore of the utnK>fl confequence to this na« 
tion, which lyants nothing more than people^ 
]both at home and abroad^ to attend to its agri* 
.culture, which feems to be in a very unprofper-? 
pus ftate in both; and the more immediate 

expeiice both of grinding and baking ^ and of this they have 
a fort, which is To fat and lufcious, that it is faid by thofe 
who eat it in idiie ladies, to be perfeS^y doying, and the 
inoft noufifhifig of ady gram; whereas the two forts 
.of rice which we have had from thence^ are fo flen^er f 
diet, ihat labouring people can hardly live upon them. 

With their rice they IHcewife make all their fermented 
and ipirituoiis liquctfs, which are fo macb more delicious 
Itbao- any others, that they have no other beer, wine, bran- 
dy, rum, arrack, pjunch, &c. on which we are at fuch ai| 
immenfe expence to foreigners, when we negle^i the very 
beft of our own. The Japan Sa^iif or beer, and Cbin^ 
winsi both made of rice, are commejided by all as the beft 
and moft delicious of fermented liquors. Thefc they make 
only by foaking the rice well in water for about a monih^ 
till it is fofoft, that it will diflblve in boiling, and ferment 
ftke malt; with which they iikewifc make the Goa arrack. 

For variety and a thinner liquor they have none but beer 
pade of Indian corn, which is likewlfe drank, by the Spa- 
niards in all their colonies; whereas we are at the expencc 
pf 30O5OOP /. a year for moiafles, which with rum coft thi§" 
nation not lefs than half a million vl year, and that chiefly for 
the v^ry dregs of foreign plantations, when we could be 
much better fupplied by our own produ(^. And this is the 
more to be regarded, as this nation lofes near half a miilioa 
a year by this pernicious trade in fpirituous liquors, which 
j^e paid for chiefly in Britiih goods, and thereby occafioo 
fhe vaft fi^bts which tl^e colofries owe to Britain, &c. 

caufc§ 


jCftufes of this in England, which we (hall next 
jCpnfider, are therefore the more to be regarded 
gnd attended to. 

III. The heavy taxes, and efp^cially thofe? 
japon articles of daily confumption, affc(9k the 
price not only of Provifions, but of every thing 
elfe in the kingdom ; apd as this effed: increafes 
its own caufe, by rendering every thing dearer 
fropi the high price of provifions, this leems to 
be another great fource of all the evils which 
are fo much complained of, from the dearth 
of every thing that the country produces. 

Articles of daily confumption are what the 
frugal Hufbandmen themfelves cannot difpenfe 
vyith> ^nd as thefe are taxed, they mufl: lay 
that tax on the necefiaries of life, which are 
confumcd by every one ; and thefe two raife the 
price of Ubpr, of n^anjifadlures, and of every 
thing in the kingdom. 

And as the lands are engroflcd by opulent 
Farmers, who confume moft of the fuperfluities 
of life, they raife the price of Provifions accord- 
ingly, and the poor are obliged to pay the dur 
ties on Wine, Tea, and Sugslr, &c. in their 
Bread. 

Thus we give a bounty upon the Corn that 
is exported to fupply our rivals in Trade and 
Manufadures, and lay a tax upon what we 
confume ourfelves, when its price is farther en- 
hanced by the exportation ; which muft not 
only give them a fuperiority over us, but ad- 
vances the price of every thing in the kingdom, 

whicl^ 
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'^hich is already fo immoderate from the Heavy 
taxes. 

IV. The number of hories is fo much in^ 
creafed among people of all ranks, that they 
appear to confume as much as would itiaintain 
the greateft part of the people in the kingdom^ 
and occaiion a dearth and fcarcity both of Cdtn 
and all other Provifions^ which appears to be 
the great caufe of this dearth that is fo much 
<:omplained of. 

The great increafe of horfes In England Is 
vifible to every one, and is taken notice of by 
all on the prcfcnt occafion. The increafe of 
coach and faddle horfes^ and particularly of 
poft horfes, iince the turnpike roads, is alone 
almoft fufficient to occafion the prefent dearth 
of Provifions 5 which fcems to have increafed 
in proportion to thefe roads, and the number of 
horfes kept upon them; and as if this expence 
were not fufficient at home, great numbers are 
bred for fale abroad. 

But the moil general and extenfive evil is the 
great ufe that is made of horfes, inftead of oxen, 
in all affairs of Hufbandry, which not only con- 
fumes the produce, but enhances the price o{ 
Agriculture; and that in fuch a manner, that 
this pradlice of the Farmers alone in keeping fo 
many fine horfes at fuch an expence, while 
they are afraid to make them work, left it 
fliould fpoil thqji: fale, for which they are bred, 
is fufficient to caufe a dearth of Provifions. 
There cannot be lefs than 100,000 horfes thus 

employed, 


fupply thq markets, with ill? Dcft^meat;, afteir 

they have furaiihcd. the. nation with Cor^r an,d! 
both at a modetale prices, Hewco J^loijigh- 
horfes ihould not only he taxed, htrt prohibit-' 
ed, as it is well known that oxen will do the 
laiaii«e£i moch bettet^ and £bdb.,ia. pro|;i^iuo]Df 
leems. to. he tbe.ooly way" to^ ^edMice tM:; n^flnr 
ber of horifes^ which ttct'bceA and kept by tltf 
Farmers for £ale, and not fot.the plc^i^h j by 

which thiey deprive j33ie.^^tfk)« hoJ^Jfc.^c^jQwpf 
'tod all'otker Pmirifionsi.'; - y :.i ^\ ji-'o-^ ^joc' n:->i 

The number of hbrfeiitt B«^&*ifi^''*«ry 

iwcprtai^,. but: we ^^w ,f» from J^^^^^ 

€oaiche8> how m^i^uU^^ Mf^i/mof^m 



hat\ the /Cbfldi nhoKTea sftlooa >ana^ ;JIDw ^nbove 
>do,6cOi; 'and as the Fdft-4!K)rfes dcs^ »ot iaft 
above a year or f:Wtf, thei^e muft be (hfee orfouf 
tira^fi a^m^oyiept^-tofopply their daily iofs,. 
Manyrifekon'therd ^imiy isiea. horie ibr every 
b6ufe'Sn'JflWic!higdomi or a million in all i but . 
if there is only half a miUion, they will be fuf- 
fioient :t6 oeoaiipa. ail thi) deacth of Provliion^ 
that is fo mudi complained of. Having both 
feen and felt riot only the cdnfamption, but 
the grc^it wafte and deftrudiooi which hor- 
des occaiioiii we are well i^isfi^ fronshour owa 
knowledge and cxperieincc, that- they moft 
pccailon a very great .^arth and fearcity, and^ 

'V . ' _- partiG^^ 
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particularly of Cprn, the chief ftaplc of Eng^ 
land^ wherever they come to be numerous, as 
we may learn both from the cxam{)le of Tjr- 
iary^ and of our Colonies *. 

The 

♦ From th« great numbers of horfes which the Tariar$ 
keep* they have no Bread to eat, and hardly know the ufe 
of Corn* They call Corn the tops of grafs, which was 
made for the beafts of the field» fay they, and thefe for 
men; this manner of living they are obliged to fubmit to 
from the number of horfes they keep, which deftroy the 
Corn both before it is reaped, and after it is made. Thus 
a number of horfes occaiions not only a fcarcity but a total 
want of Corn. 

It is therefore the greatefl impropriety in this nation, 
which depends fo much upon its Corn, and more than any 
part of the world, to keep fuch a number of horfes; which 
muft occafion not only a dearth and fcarcity, byt confume 
or obftrufl the growth of the only ftaple of the land. If 
the beft of the lands are kept in grafs for the breeding and 
feeding of horfes, as fo many are in England, the nation 
may not only lofe its chief ftaple, but the people muft 
either want, or live on horfe-flefh, as the Tartars are obli- 
ged to do, from the numbers they keep. 

This extravagance in horfes has likcwife crept into the 
colonies, where they confume and deftroy much more than 
all that their lands produce, at leaft for exportation^ not- 
withftanding the much greater conveniencics they have for 
keeping them at fo much lefs expence than in Britain. 
iProtti the member of horfes they k^ep, Corn has become 
twice or thrice as dear as it ufe^ to be ; Indian Corn is 
at three and- four fhillings currency a buft)el, where the 
common price ufed to be a (hjlling, and \vbere we have 
known it made for fixpence ; and wheat has" rofe to thr^e 
and four (billings flerling a buihel, where it was never fold 
for above two, and often under that price. In the ifland 
of Bermudasy they were in danger of being ftarved by their 
horfes, till they were obliged to make a law to get rid of 
thtm, and to allow none to keep them under a very great 

F fcnaltj^ 
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T^e cxpence of horffs Jp ^cir o^ej^f ^ 
Tf^iW kpowo, and they are much more, exoeraixe 
and prpjudicj^al to the pijblic. T^ey ^pt ,odJ]^ 
confame fo much Cora- but they hiqder^hfi 
grpwingot as much more, ang theraiung or, 
all other Ptovifions, as well as the breeding of 
people^ The very beft of the lands are kppt ia 
grafsfor horfes, and the pepple ^rc thereby. 4c^ 
privcd of their chief employment in ^ tillage ;; 
which aSe<5ts not only their fubfiftence, but 
tbeir very exiftence, ias it b only by agricultun^ 
that people' are both bred Jand mamtaiued^ 
Tbus by the keeping of fo many liodbs, th?^ 
sj^n Idiftts many: more^ people, v for whic^ijo- 
thing can be a fufEcient . recoqapQ^fi?, efpecl*- 
ally itt^t^JS nation whicji has fo few pcioplev/ 
^lid fo rnany ^ud .gueat QpEafiortsfor'thetet; ' ' 

- Horfcs coefum^ from . twQ to three bplhelfe 

of Corn a week, that is from IQ4 tQ 154 

bufliets aNjcar ; ^vher^s ten Wfhels of corn a 

yg^r maiiitaia the -pa>f^ rj?-. Oats indeed will 

' -■ • ■ . ■■ - ■ '" not 

penalty, unlef^ they were poiTeflcd of a, greater, f ftate than. 
ufual. ' 

In populous countries, fuch as China, they feldom or 
never breed any horfes, andiceep but vejry few; the Chlneje 
zre fupplied with thern from the defarts of "Tartary^ wherp 
they have fuch yaft trails of wafle and uncuhiyated lands, 
which are only fie for the breeding of horfes, where wc; 
would have men. 

-f The quantity of Corn confu/ned by the people is a 
yery interefting fubjcft, which has been very carefully dif- 
^uflcd by the ingenious author of the Trafts on the Cora 


|o'ip far among men, *s, twb.bbfliels of 
h^ rifiSKe but 'one o? oattocaL tut the)r hinder 
ffee ^riSWirig' of an ecjiial quantitjr of other CorA 
fbV tS^'ul^' djf mankind, aria arc reckoned to 
exhauA the lapd more than any other graid 

TlfaWf tJ^iWonclucles from many alffering accounts, thai' 
im'^t^ol Ei'gM'toi&xiiit^ on^ Willi ^liother per an^ 



11^ tiSii baEfUjr ilKA, 'arts genen»1l^ 'obfervetf, a^nd I hav^ 
bepi^;fq<i^Uj^>f4Ji^i»7'lifiof (Hitetb^' andlisvittg Teen teheff 

da thej^me*^^ .^. . .» ,.;... ^ :. » 

" ihvi IS a fiibjcff weD known lii America^ where ihtf 

m^^ii^i3^m'xi^oti4ti^tc^6h 'tirdianCorn, of which 

they fiM tvNt9<b&ilBd[l ;ite(a'a;h^irk^^ flndlunn will keep 

^^f'Tfr^^^^W^K^^'^^/^^t^^^^ii^'^^ food*; akdas 
two buihels of InaanCqvn are. foupd to be ^qual to t^roe of 
diHj this^uahtify is equal tb eighteen bufhels ana tnree pecks 
<rf th^(»rbf v^Meh are rfot riigli To good as the Engfijh ; 
th« i>fiikef)eopl^ argek danot ^nfttoie much aboie hilf this 
cyia/ltity oi Indiah C6xn^ or about feven bu(bels a year» as 
it fs A^eil known to be by far the mod nourilhing of znf 
gra^n^ Wheflcfc we' liiay conclude, that eighteen bufhels of 
dstit iMtl iii^tfthiti' fhen^^ wohieh zriS cTu'Idreii, one witk 
atracher, for a twelvemonth. And ten buihels of coni^ 
takeiotie fort with another; is a large ^flowance, where 
they "have plertty of other food, as in England*^ whereas 
ifnmy horfed eat i6d biiflieb a ye^'r, dhd elthfer conrunie pr 
obilraati»-gw*ing'of fo mufch'for the fdppi>rt of the pea* 
|ikr. ^ fe «s for this rea&in,rthat iti the colonies, where the 
horfes are fo numerous, Corn is become fo very dear, air 
thougi they do not eat above a thiril part of what they do' 
m Effj[kniii and they havefo W<Mch more land ta grow it. 

Fa Suppoft 
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Supp6fe,4ibrf€lcob&iWf 
a week, 't>f thlrtfe^n* (qiiAfteft^ a vear,. 500^000 
^odldc6r^^iime 6^' 5tk:>;^ qiiaticrs termnum^ 

wtier^te ;all ' thfe jieoplc iti Engi^nd «&• biit 
7j ^00,000 c|uartci's. . ' • ' .. .: ^ \ 

' Horfe&^gtoi cdrtfuftie mcaieiing^afi: and fod- 
ders Wd^ cannot ' fuppofe, that ^djr . reqinre 

vabnu^lTy fefl than four acres of l»d to fsmn-^ 

* taiti'them k) grafd/ fodder/ ^ifiid corQ^v^afid^ilittt 
of fucb kud as would produceifour quqrterr^of 
Cbrt^ *b aw lacPft fitM^^ibeff 'wodM >talui itnore 

yfllali yirce^o teeep tliim in Corn]j at wfakh 
rate^ 50o>boo horfes. reqtike two * JOiilUimsc lof 

'^ight^iiiiUioi^s of qoar^r^'of <2^pit)^ iM^ 
'^Ifon itoc>fc:fbari^U the pcq>le in Ea^Uind oon^ 

•^fujliis^^ beiycs th&ifl^ 

oh iiHsh Com-kti^s^M^if iisr^^B^^ 

t^F ^of 'borfes to be a ujilKQni and that they take 
^ "^ M^ i6^ cicres tq keep tlieisiv whiphiis.aaoft.>pro- 

bable, they obftrud): the grovvttagiccif iCcviiDe^as 
> dnueh €drf)y dis^on^ilaaif^taki'^all tMt peo|)Ie in 
r ithiB kittgdom, the vata€ bf which is immenfe. 
- . The: vaft expence of ^ horfes may b« feen 
: fiom ithieii^eEt) quantities lof oats oon&itned ; 
>1the?ii«p«)ittati(!)rt:of which rinia the port ofXon-' 

^*i&;^has in(ireafed ij2,ooo quarters a year,' fince 
' the 3^ear« 1752 ^f^., And notwithflanding the 

4quanilcies thaft are gcowtty yet in the year 1 763 

Wd' were <jb%cd to impott 2 1 9^13 1 o quarters -f-, 

', \. ;.; 1 1 See the TraSs on the Corn Trade. 

valued 


teiiar^<&m^<^]hk}tr^ exp!e;)pe> the mflWi lsi at^ to 
j^d^ oogs;,atKi hor^ijwh^diie.pQQ^c.aro 

complaining of the want of ^bf^ { ...... 

-yo%a<bte,k^«pi»grrof : *^ masjr .feorfeft ^P Ar- 
a]ni|3diarf>iti^ligit^ (Q! cJlf^rjlhifgip kp46. down i» 

3flfltt} btti£;a^M& ihtm ^9i i)p(;ff qi)i|'<) ;aWi^« a. 
^tellA7p0fltl£Jll»(7b»fl4s*.;W XJOft Jw.CoFfly ihe 
3|KQplBiafei4boi3ebyt drpfWfrf of .-^w .flmfjipy-: 
dsihit in ^gnouicufiPyititt: 8f«M:e(li iQ^r^at^wjp 
t(Ba^(itm[ieaaowelLXaip;aif],j ias;(hftt ::b^(^s 40d 
:>3nbm^ib&iawrd.pc^I^cli^ aU; other jc^pl^y-* 
iiiieBtil^t,rtB^l>(er2s.ts!ifjd^i^ 
-»d kherefc^ fiiiai%d ttQ:4ngrjpTa jbe::l^dSf > !a(d 
l>^aa9ncqibik^«j|^' >^^ anlyi gives 

:;.^fi«^aqitae£Jbi^ ftgr«e9Jh» rftfti,c«icj 

ooqca&BosKifuoh i ^ (wimtiier jof pOQS is J(uf:ii .an 

' »i^|}de| taiuB iiaunoderaAei est^qe m hot&y that 
iflonsfto Qc<m£cm alt Iiiei4efl0th ,^ provifionsMa 
Br^bndc' K Xhe. firfl: rife ef^ their prke was 
owing to rthe d)Aempe]r^ apd mK^taUty among 
the cattle ^ and as the farmers ikben took to the 
breeding of hories^ inftead of c^ttie^ they have 
never repaired that lofs; on the contrary, it 
has daily been increafing, till that lofs in the 
Aock has occafioned a real fcarcity both of catr 
ile^ milky butter and cheefe^ on which the 

3 people 


At tkt^&m^th^ iBV^ty &m ^bbKi^ im^ 
popalt^^ towas^'ki Engiaskis ttM tl^^h^ do^^ 
iQ the count-ry» aifc tarried kitb graft ht itH^ 
]s««p*A^ ol horfe^; t^ gr«)#i% ^f <2o^ is 
ifafeMby pfe«etktdd^y tod thdt toit>tee»* fc^e# 
06J wed a& a^l tliif^ editir neeeilgnW dFii^ ^fiS 
kusd ika^ is ke^l ifi p9ik ^f ho^, mm tK^' 
mabute t&af is laid t^cm >t| aiimit alt did^t^ift^ 
HEfig'larid,' and ^^p«oia)fy; Sboitt' tbi^t^fjilf^^ 

fcippore (he luitury of this M^ttrdp&Nsy and^ ef|^^ 

grebtdi pdrha|)9 i& th^ Itsfs^idf itiatitri-bv HftfrM^ 
dfgeft what thej^^ ett^ and iurn k *iM<y nduriO^ 
itiierlli 'Wlierea^^ rtriAhiaCisig atii^als^ aa^c^ftliii 
and (hecp, the greated pi^t of thetr f cod |>a(lbf 
ci£by th9 Wly, tfifd afSords fnanrtire f^ itlP t^^^ 
foodrihey'reqairte-ihetiafelvesv' tod^dfer tftc Coitv 
which ithey do * xk)I eaf. Heiibe^attb mairtDi^ 
the-grafs grouilds^^etf whldh^thcfy Hvfe/ and^eveii- 
iseoder them fit for moV^tig ; iilfii^mucbthat^ k 
isibe commonp^^jicetomovr'thtftf oneyajr*, 
and* feed them artotfe^r witk cdttlc> which rerii^ 
lieisth^fli fit to mow again frbiri year to yeaf y^ 
laid (beep are well^ known tc manure' the lan'di 
k like lAanlllfr for* Gorov wbe^ fed with cho 
turojips upoa jt^ which wotild ocberwife ^Hauft^ 

lands: 


I 3* I 
j^8 morelJjaa theCpra itfclf: itfc Ais^hal 
i^ckrs fi^oQ% at}4 herds 6> fre^ble (0 £)krm-? 
^ ^.WpU9S.toti»p:5vkdc.|iad^ wbcnberr 
1^ 4«fti:Qyjevf ly thiiig^ andwiUMtup ihe^Fery 
fgo^s of tbfi:gfaf$ they live upoD« If they nsaf 
^pcda liob jcqanwsi it reqwiree ae much ftrav«r 
fpK l|tter» as^:^;^id ipalmaio fp Diany cattle; 
wliegn all the imfmxe wp )^ave frooi- horfe^j is 
pply A^raraiiJEU ieur xneloi^ and pttoambers^ m* 
{^AO^.qI bjc»ad and meat* ' Thus horfes impo- 
vQr^ tbe: earthy ai^d ftarv^ every thing •upon* 
it:|.;w|)/iq(.ilpcks aad hp(4) give us plenty of 
ey/Wyj.J^^^ -ba^t. of Corn, Beef, -Mutton, 
Ewkf..Milic,' Butter, and Checfc, whkh arc 
i[hpifuppOTt«ff.tpamldnd* - • ' / • 

Befides cattle and fheep, thp keeping of bor- 
f©?; oqc^fiQafc w goaaJ p^fcardty df hag», which 
^ F^tljonjed LtOf he tbeidaft expenfive &i ill ani- 
ix4l$^ .;9ndj Of e ihe ohdapeft meat that is raifcd, 
as thsy A^ Uv^e^ m»dn, ^iiy thing, iexccpt- the 
gr^fs .which v^^e kftep £^ hdr&s^ Hen(:e in ^1 
Vf^^ CpltiT^^u^ioiuitries, hogs are the chief 
fspporfeof the iacofde> apd efpefially of the 
farnwa-^ : themfelves, as they require no ^ graft 
ground^ijr which ajte the richeft of any> and are 
\yant4d foy Corn, which gives f^nty of every 
thing. Bvi, by* keeping die beft t^ the 
lands ia ^cafs for the nxaintenance of horfes, 
on which the farmers chiefly fpend their time- 
and labour, w;e can newr have plenty cither of 
Corn, or any other provifions. The hogs are 
hy that means fts^rved and e3^tirpated> a$.weU 

' " " as 
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as the peopid fhemfeltes;' bacon is ralfedf tb th6 
enormdus price of a flii^ing a pound, and pork 
is not to be had, without which we can never 
have provifions cheap. The price: of provifidnS • 
is perhaps always in proportion to the pferjty of] 
hogs J where they aVe kept, the beft of the^ 
lands, which they do not rcquirei (arc* culti^"' 
vated in Corn, and we have. plenty ^ofth^t,"* 
which, with bacon and pork, lowers the- price/' 
of all other provifions. Accofdirtgly, 'the pricd^^ 
of provifions in Erigidrid haJ al<vays bfein rifirtg, 
fince the great cobfumptionof hogii^^b!^ the xivrj " 
iaithe two laft wars 5 which fcemstcrhave;oc-'^ 
cafioned a deficiency in the ftofck- of^ihefe,* as' 
well as the diftemper and mbrtaltt^ among t^ 
cattle. Were it not ioi hogs, thci fpfeople' of ' 
-//w^rfVtf could hardly ''Hyeupbri aH the- land ' 
they havt. Hogs Kve' upon the bffiLls tJf the '' 
earth, and if they eset muchi they repay It as \ 
well in iffitir povi^.^'^htf require neither 
Coffti'gfafe, nbr fodder, which are ifht jgreat! * 
c*penc^ of otfeer ^ ftock; aud' take u|) both t he ' 
lahd« afed k&our of the people, to provide for 

Hfenoft if we would lower the price of pro- 
vifions, the firft thing to be done, is, to dimi- 
niih the huniber of hdrfes,' and to increafe the 
fterck of hogs. Now both' thefe may be done, . 
and -another much grtater advaht5age bbtainc'd '\ 
at the fame time, by giving encouragement to ' 
the cultivation of the poor and mean lands', in ' 
rye, barley, peas, btfans, and buckwheat, on 


%,^^^i^q^i^ itdi find borfes are aot brajj: 

:u^^,^.thif ^produce of jiich luids; the peo^ 

|«-/avj$^Q^6ap. Bttt inftead tif tfaefe» (bo^ 
pffO^yii^^^^J Uvc upon nothings as we 
*i?Br'^M'»fib»t,the fet of the cwthj upon the 
and ncheA lands iti wheat 
3e reft are thereby left ud^ 
renders provifions twice us 
otherwiTe be raifed. 
imng is inoompatible with 
lany borfes ; the people of 
bardly but the beft whoafsn : 
fame time expert ivbear^ 
f great quantities teT Helh. 
[uirethe-richeS Uods; the 
be kept in grafs for hwfoss 
T^pl^j^pr^y cjjtioff the v?ry fub^ftcnc^t^pilt th* ■ 
^pgiq/pji<j'I^q,injthJSOif"V^cr. And M. flic«p ■ 
are (^^y-k'cRt 4«difed % the £y;oaefp, iift./ 
brdex tc(^ilat:(:&hi:ir,ttodsfoiiCorD> ihekeep-i) 
irig' of; them .in grafs for 'horfes iprewits. -too:.^ 
bteadi0g,qf ifaeep,. and muft deprive idle natioA.] 
of its only ftaplc both of Corn and WocJ:; ' 
which 4ail is become as dear as evei;y tiling iqlfe 
In the IctOgdorh. , - ■ - 

if ttiis nation will ejtport Cprn^ ftie cannot ,. 
*xpprt,Tlorfes with it,; acjd, at -the fametinw- 
keep fuct^ a number at home. Either of thefc 
feems to be 'i Ipis to the nation, and both to- 
gether inaf be the rain of, it If the latida are 
kept in erais for horfcs, the natioti may lofe 
both the Corn Trade, an4 Woollen Manufac- 
turcs, 
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tares, ivt^h^Ht whic}i .it jcqpld cot C3(ift,. ^as 4»i 

that the laiws f rovid^ fgaiafl; ky and dii^niiU 
aqy •coinpaiSt imde t>y o^ iandk>rd wijt^ jbis 
teii^at not to fcupak j»p i«id plow grai^ g^^ivpd&j 

bitt us (hat h^f is ev^^:k by layii^g^a fiAeupc^ 
the tenant^ fm all rgrM^ gir^unds they, ibaJU bresdt: 
up, arable l^ad^ ar^ as ;i(i;aFQe as cycr^ yfhcii it 
^aviU Appears frooi thi« jlaw itfel^ asr well as 
fcom tb«4n»<iU quantity gf land ^^ is tilled ia 
ihe kingdofiVt that ihfgr have aWiaj^s? h^en 
vfftotfidi .:a«d thf l*^iffl^qv^ 
ry, v<5l«ichtoi:ft thci».i^tq,grfjft, bythcfpwiijg 

of gTikk>^^h -or tbe :%«>£ 9^ «*««» d<?WPri9 

rendierjftmWelapds.fttnf<5arccF^^ . •-. ' 

TJpis fftfthod <)f ^^{b^ijdry proaoeds fropa 
tlje;gi:fftt i^ufotitie*. pf/flplhgieats. which arc^ 
conAin^ed by the people^ wjb^ich naake^a great 
dB9i»edjf§?^ralg5.^<W^?& and the keeping of 
fa f9^)y i^(Kfe^> fairidpserjCRhaiices their valufii 
aad t^catsps to ruin ijieragricultu^ qf xl^ekingr 
do|fp, Of jhe: grpwifig of Corn, as inacbas^he 
dearn^fs of proviiions thereby occafipned exH 
d^angcfs its trade and ip^nufadlures. 

It is well known, that an acre :of good grafs 
for mpwing is worth three pounds, when ^ it 
would Qol lett for abpVie ten or twelve, {hillings 
in arable l^nd. Th? difference is generally, 
reckoned to be as thirty tp fix^ .or five for one, 

7 take 
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take all th6 lands in Great Britain one with 
another. Tbis is therefore a grtat inducement 
to oiakd <^is life of the labd, or to tarn It into 
pik'y liiftdAd of Com, even Jf it ihould ftarvc 
tfe"^<S£yple, and fvAti the Corn Tfade, the 
gittt f^p^or^ of <th^ nation. And it is to reap 
tbi&'iiii^littigg'jfitom their lands* that the farm* 
^'kee;^ 'fiidf 4 hnmber of horfes» and turn 
^\t'imi^im'pii.^ fbt thar piirpofe. 

•R^Flf )a1ftfe''iftfdeBd «re thefr own, and they 
TOAJkBtM^ s^ 'En^lf^mefi do, tha€ thdy may 
dt^^l^t'tllejf^^itt^th them} but lahdfi are a 
^Wt yiWHf^ a«d=^annot be mlfapptied, viith- 
otH tiiM|'th^#hdi{ef c:oiiHmunity, and ruitting 
tBtf'ffetfe.-'f-'Flfe d^bf ItfndSh intended by na'- 
ttiffe'iffSfr tt^t^V&y'generar, 'if not in common ? 
aiSl^hgy^Whb'Wtfeld'tShgi'ofsthdnl, dr let them 
lie uncultivated, irt gfafe' for their beafts;, in- 
ftgitfbf'<^A>fbt' ifa^n, fcfrbid the firft com- 
rnind^ gtW ^6'ftia#ilid; increa/0 and htuUiply^ 
mi-nflettiJbihe'eaHlf. ' ' 

T3ifey feil us ihdiied, that they IteVe jJlowed 
tootonc&i' aind-ftJide'tod<iiuch Corn, 'fiijcethe 
bounty t»^h it;' but that is impoffible, fo long 
asf they fenvhave a vent for it,- which they have 
alwiys }iiA. We can better make too much 
Corn in Engldni, till peoj^e ceafe to eat it. 
Th^ ftk^Ie of a country, as Corn is in England^ 
fftouW'tfot be tiiade dea^J otherwife you will 
never ptfefer've the iradfe ui it; when it may be 
tA3&& in alt' othef partt of the World. This 
o|ntlft)ft of 1*ie farmers", therefore, that they 

G 2 have 
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i^yfc made Com top cheap;, is cohfriqrto tbeir , 
own Intcrcft, and is rather the opmion of the 
Sellers than the Buyers. Could, they ibak($ 
tHorn at two ihillmgs a bufbel, it would be mpire 
tot their intereft, by fccuring anjonopoly in it^ 
and the nation would get more by it, than at 
four (hillings s much greater quantities would 
be ejcported, a greatef numhcp qf people ena- 
ployed by it^ and the Farmers themfelves woul4 
^nd their aircoupt in the cheappeft of Corn, 
ty lowering the price of - every thing they 
Cohfume, whfch rifes or falls ip pri^ttioh tq 
theprice of Corn. 

Ti^ii is the more to be regajrdjed, ^ the Frinck 
have been endeavouring fOrteany years iode-? 
privc this nation both cf th^ Corfi Trade an4 
Woollen Ma^ as ^appears from their 

writings and edifts^ and the iijidny focieties they 
have inftitutecj for that purpofe* They fornierly 
Jupplied hotYi Englftnd m& Spain with Com, 
Ihey fay, and they a!*eln hopes of doing the 
ftnie again i 6t if theif* lands will not produce 
Cofri to advantage, they will jjt le^ft maintaif^ 
fheep; and as they fee thefe are the two greaf 
refonrces oi England ^ they are endeavouring to 
deprive her of both, and thereby to ponqqer 
her, fay they, more effe(2ually than by t|^e force 
iof arms ; which, it is to be feared, they tnay 
accompli(h, if the Agriculture of the kingdox^ 
Should be ruined, by the kecpng of fo many 
horfes ; when ouc Manufadtures are made fp 
dear, from the exceffivc price of every thing 
thereby occafioned> that we cannot vend thetii. 

"^ ThcJF 
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. .wTM*^!)^^^ Word« on this occafioa 

jjiri :liij^y..wori% iof notice^ They would flat- 

iit». t]|^ik>fe|yf$> ;that E^land rather lo&s than 

/SJ^^ihi^ Trade } tW the balance isggainft 

li$r^ j^ th^^t (Ke has no income but from bcr 

^rn*,.. ^ Can there be a more noble Manuiacr 

Atueei th^rpiiH^^ era richer branch of Trade 

:^s fc^W^ Qot, than the Manufadure and Trade 

j*L:»rQor*/^ fay they. Is it npt evidently true, 

i^3h|$ ^ J^jhis M^pufac^ui^e^ and this hraijich of 

'f: Ij^ea^^ that have a^ually fupported ^ngland^ 

^:l«ji^J?ftY^.^^^^ fiwirce l)oth of its power 

^ and Its urength, ever fince we have been fo 

-f .%i|itW!tfq4 Jfe to d^pr^ya ourfelvcs of it ? Thd 

^^.:'St9t9&^^^]^i(^^^bauQds moft in Cor^n, aboiind$ 

^^ewflrin^ftreogtli pn4. pawier.-T-We ought not 

w .^, thiniitp,;J«fe a^omsnt's tioic in recovering 

, f Jtjjkis Man^iafturfi and Trade in Cora froov the 

. ■ I h^^n^kifyi\)^ as I have faid mprc thap oijce, 

^ ;^,thciy n^v^^^Quld have availed ihcmfelycs of, 

V jf ;.w6,h^ been wiiie i^nough to have availed 

*. oyrfelves of it> in f he manner we might and 

• .h' ^U|{i have dope—^-This would be infinite- 

V f ly. p>prf f^tal to England thap the lofs of ten 

-jf , hRttles * ;' from which let England take 

' Vwniiig* Fai eji ab bojle dgcm. , 

, From! thefe motives^ and by thefe encou- 

T.fjagfimwts, the French fioyv, export great quan- 

- \ titiej of Corn j when ^he frequent prohibitions 

' i^id upon it here,. of which there have been fix 

n.;. * §iJhaiitttff Vkw of EfiglatiJ,, ;p. 10$,. 

-.»^. ..... . |a 


f 46 ] 

in the laft nine yeafr^^ open the markets td dienij, 
and may deprive this ftatioli of the trade. 

Thus if England (tiould lofe the Com Trade, 
France would gain ir, tfrhich might be a double 
lofs to Britain i and this loft would be thif 
greater; as Corn is the only ftaple commo&ixf 
of any great confequence that the land produces * 
for exportation, to pay for the itfany fdrtil|n ^ 
produdrons of the earth which ar« imported 
into this kingdom. Corn, which in alf other^ 
countriiss 16 lodked upon only as a ilece^ry of 
life, and an article of confamption, Is in "Bfi^^ 
hnd the chief article both of confuittptlon and 
of commerce, and the grand ftaple comihO(l% 
that pa^s the gredt balance of Trade, i^hifeh is 
againft this nation iri moftf patts of the world ; 
Hence Corn is xoEnglmi^ ^hat wfete afnd oS 
are to France and Spahiytir ftigzt and lobiceo' 
to our colonies^ their 6hief (lapte cotntnodities. 
Thua nafture has diflributed her bounties t6 all, 
and every one 1^& the'* ihate, if tfeejr^W ri<:^ 
covet fliore. 

Btit not withftanding the Cora Trade is lof 
fuch confequehcfe to this natiooj it is In danger 
of bfeiag'loft from th'ifee feveral caufdS; firft, 
frinn the eftgroffing olP the lands and fafrm^, 
which occafibns a want of people to cultivate 
theito; fecdndly, ' frdm tlfe'laying Of the fends 
down in graft, or fowing rheni with gf afe' 
fe^s, inftcad of corn, in oi-derto maibtaln fach 
a number of horfes 5 and thirdly, from the^^ 
heavy taxes tik the fufejeft, efpecially in articks 
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ciUtore oMbe kuigdom, as wetk as its Trade 
and Manufa^Nuree. 

.;T]tM|>£^i): of thefe isDot indeed <:oraplaiaed 
o£,^ 4^e F^mers^ who reap the profits of this 
n^(^^ip]p^|j{^, however it is by the poor> and bj 
tif^piBpl^ in general i but tfaefe fatsue Farmers 
CQop^l^ fAW^ ^ the. w^nt of hands^ to culti* 
vf^ j^b^tI$tiB^s».and to ^t in their harvefts» ; of 
^^ ^jf.themi«kes;are the caufc« by eor 

flQii^ ^]^ lands^ ,apd extirpating the people. 

U^ t^^ af^ i^ able to cultivate the lands^ 

of^A© *EH^ifJjfo^^9^^ ^ ^«y wpuldotherwifo 
y]^.^ ^ff^k^^h fifl^cesi the value of their 
Ffi<>^i»S^te |h4>Plh|tfs ^nd deprcciatw the vajug 
of ,^)^§d$ |Q .tl|iB Qwx^r^^ mtlPh |3i<¥re than tb9 

rqp?ir*{?!f ^W*f^ JTof poor Farna^rs, JUb^*«:^r«i 
ai^icWfifkBii^n^ ww^ , 

i£af^lv^prif¥>g>. that the proprietory of land j 
{hoiij^ld/e9de%»PJi^.to^ their vajiufu bjf pul- 
li^giffia 4fecithoufe% findexpeljiRg the paq^ 
jple from them. As the riches of fGB^<^iry/AAtc 
pr^^d ffQijf^ the nuipt^r of peopl^rfaqy^ry 
indi¥idi|;i| <e^te is mo^e qx lef$ valuft^lp ^v^td* 
^^^ilQ th^ iiMjrpber of people upon it. If ft few 
cauApipay^eir rents^ they ihould get more to 
help tbt9j 3 for people ^liv^hy pne aip^jher, the 
farB?fir bjf: th? tra^^naant, and th^ h& upc^ the 
pi?Qi(Jw:e of the lj%i]jds* Where lands hilve no 
pc^^ upftn iherpy , they are worth nothing. 
And tbpug^ a few ppulisnt farmers may at fird 
give ii high rent for lands, yet they are foon 

obliged 


dWiged to lower it for want of hih4s, w'hiS 
the labourers are gon6; and for watit of th6 
confumption which they occaifion. 

The farmers arc then obliged! to lay their 
lands down in grafs, infteald of cultivating theiA 
in Corn ; whrch praftice has become fb com- 
ftion, efpecially aimoWg thofc. who have large 
farn!)$^ which they can^ hardly manageV and 
^mbng othei*s wh6 ftiidy impfovcnients, aSs 
many have done of late, that they ^^ha are ac- 
quainted with the agriculture of the kingdomV 
have forefeen and foretold the ptefent dearth 
and fcarcity of provifions from this'caufe alone, 
itaany years befdre it happened y a!id are of 
opinion, that this tntift occ^tdtd d fear city of 
Corn, the chief (laple of the land, as well ii 
of all other provifions. Thefe and the like 
improvements in hufbaridry, are, indeed, ha^ 
neftly intended to improve the land tc3^ the befl 
advantage, and thereby to prevent a fcarcit/, 
were not all the fruits of their labor deftroyed,v 
by fo many horfcs. And as a much gfeateit 
quantity both of grafs and fodder has becii pro- 
duced by the late improvements in hulbandry, 
hotwithftanding which the price of provifions 
daily rifes, this is a plain proof, that the pro- 
duce of the grafs grounds is confumed byhor-* 
fes, which occafions a dearth of butchers meat.j 
while the laying of the lands down in grafs foi 
horfes a^t the fame time obftruds the growing! 
of Corn, and thereby renders all forts of pro-* 
vifionsdear, ^ 

u 
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lt,bfaFitk<(ere9ifoi>^ tfaat.Aich vzH quiri^ 
flties Qf l^nd. ia England lye uncultivated for 
want of handSj which nothing but an ^xtenfive 

, cfdtiyjUiof) and tillagjB will either breed or main-' 
t^fi^r- It* 18 not above one half of the lands in 
tbis Ikiitgdotxif that can be faid to be cultivated^ 

^ AU tbf fcv:^«9 ^pn^mons, heaths^ downs>&c. 
are {f^mfif^ vraftc lands } great part of the reft 

. lyeftrlQna vMre. fwade for pafturage ^ and the 
Nveij^b^jl-pf^tbffc Unds are kept in grjafs for hor-> 

o^$l^^fl^.9^iiF^y iee about all the town;, and 
ri^9^^3pa^^,oflllek!ngdotn♦ ,^ 

< ^ :]r^i^^i^p^4he bnds that lire cultivated in 
\:Ef^iic am>oiiiy;/uch.fs*wiU bc»r good grafs^ 
^*^^o¥l^^»..WbA!^ I'oquife the very heft and 
, -li^f^nl^/Mk^J tbcfe. are^ engroiTcd by a few^ 
^^^h9i'^n4i?ffq^tj;QrCu^\y with the 

cfirqds^SnOf #eip^a(:aff 4e?^ raters pofliblei 
ftli4;^k'^hff^eft.of the la^i , whkh. woul<l pro- 
^9<^:g9o4-cjjopa of aXo^od any jthing elfe» lye 
/ U)^|hrated» It: 1$ for: tjhis ^€»£bQ^ th^t .the 
|}a%n:^ io fevif people, that. the few we have 
&em. ta d^GsreaA^ and^are^paii^taicie^ J^t^fodear 
a rate. This proceeds from the want of tillage^ 
a^ that occafions a /carclty of hiafbandmen 
and; labmarers to culj^yate the land) axul to fup* 
port the great variety of other en^ployments in 
t^/lHi}gdqm> which its exteniive trade creates. 
Having thus confidered the caujGrs of this 
dearth^ they may perhaps iliggeft feme remedy 
for fuch a rivetted and confirmed cviL 

The iirft thing thought of for this purpofe 
\ is, tp prohibit fhe exportation of Corn -, which fe 

K ui*- 


undoubtedly ncccffary, oh the prefeiit occafidn, 
as the crop is generally thought to be fo fhorl, 
that without fuch an expedient there tni^t not' 
be Corn enough left in the cotinlry %o fopply- 
the peddle, efpecially when ti*ere are fo m&tif 
unlimited commiffions for it frbni ift^hj^ ^rfrti^ 
of lEiurcpe. But however ncccflStry fuch a iififca- 
fare may be in the m^n time. Ft will iavafl but 
littk, t6 prevent that general dearth of fevery 
thing, which has prevailed for fo msmy years j 
Gfn the coftitrary, this expedierk may rathfer in- 
creafe the lading caufe of this evil, of whlcb we 
only endeavour to prevent the temporary JHTedls, 
The caufe of this dearth a|)piiafs lo be \ht 
Want of a morfe general cultivation, which will 
riot be promoted, but farther, dbftru^e^, by 
f)r6hibiting the exportation bf Cdrh j that like* 
wife prevents the growing of it, and tetnlef^ it 
dearer : And by thefe frequent prohibkidns, of 
which there have been fo taany within flitefe 
few years, the nation may lofetheCom Tiiadfe, 
and confpire with its enemies to ruin the Agri- 
culture of the kingdom, and only ftaple of the 
land. 

Thus great care fliould be taken, that ^^c 
■do not precipitate the nation into thbfe ev3$ 
which we would prevent. By difcouraging the 
Farmers to grow Corn, we render, it fcarcfer, 
and enhance the price, which we endeavour to 
reduce. The exportation makes fuch a plenty 
of Corn in the country, more than is con*» 
fumed, that it has reduced the price one fifth, 

from 
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from five to four fhillings a buiheh Thercforci 
if the exportation were prohibited^ as many feem 
to deiire, there is all reafon to believe, that 
Corn would always be at its prefenthigh price, 
as it was for a hundred years together, before the 
exportation was encouraged. Nay, it is high- 
ly probable, that Corn would be much dearer 
now, than it was in former days, fince the price 
of every thing elfe in the kingdom, and confe- 
qqently of Agriculture, is fo much advanced. 
And by prohibiting the exportation, the nation 
wo^ld be deprived of that ftore of Corn, which 
fuppVies U in times of fcarcity, fuch as the pre* 
fent ; and might again be reduced to that ruin- 
OU5 ftate of purchafing Corn in every fcarce year; 
which was formerly fo great a burden and drain 
to the nation, that we are told by Sir Walter 
Raleigh^ in his letters to King James^ Corn had 
in foptie years coft England upwards of t'wo 
millims (lerling * : This was the cafe, till the 

export- 

* A dearth in England^ and other places, is truely ob- 
ferved to enrich Holland feven years ; for example, the laft 
dearth, fix years paft, jhe Hamhurgbersy Embdeners^ and 
Hollanders^ out of their ftorehoufes, furnifhed this king- 
dom; and ftom Southampton^ Exiter^ and Brifiol^ in a 
year and a half, they carried away near 200,000 /. from 
thefe parts only : then what great quantity of coin was 
tranfported round about your kingdoio from every port 
town; and from your city of London^ and other cities, 
cannot be eftimated fo little as two millions^ to the great de- 
cay of your kingdom, and impoverifliing your people; dif- 
credic to the company of merchants, and diflbonour to the 
land that any nation that have no Corn in their own coun- 
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escpbrtation, which was in a manner prohibited, 
was efFedlually allowed by King Charles \\. iii 
1663, and was even encouraged by a bounty^ by 
the firft of William and Mary ; fince which the 
nation, fo far from purchafing Corn, has ex- 
ported great quantities, and at the fame time 
enjoyed the benefit of a much cheaper con- 
fumption at home. 

They who imagine, that the prohibiting of 
ihe exportation ; would reduce the price of 
Corn, think that the fame quantity would be 
made for the home confumption, as is now 
made both for that and exportation ; that the 
overplus, which is now exp6rted, would all 
come to market, and thereby lower the price ; 
< in which they are certainly miftaken. IJnlefs 
the Farmers have a certain vent for their Corn, 
and can be affured of a feafonable profit by it, 
we cannot expeft, that they will grow it; nei- 
ther can they afford to be at the expence of til- 
lage, or to employ the Labourers and Poor of 
the kingdom, unlefs they fee their own private 
intereft in fuch public benefits. To render 
Corn cheap, the Farmers (hould be encouraged 

^ 

tr;r growing, ihould ferve this famous kingdom, which 
God ha(h fo enabled within itfelf. Sir Walter Raleigh'x 
Worksy Vol. ii, p. 117. 

This is the great argument ufed by Mr« Silhouittey in 
his View pf England^ for allowing an exportation of Corn 
in France^ and (hewing the benefit of it to this nation ; al- 
though he mifreprefents the argument in point of tin^p wi, 
^ircugifiances, which corroborate i(. 

to 
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to grow great quantities, which alone will ever 
reduce the price of fuch a necefiary ; the Con- 
fumer would thereby have it at a reafonable 
rate, while the Farmer is cooipenfated, by the 
quantity, for what he lofes in the value : But as 
people eat no more Corn, when it is cheap and 
plentifuU than in times of fcarcity, we cannot 
expedt, that the Farmers will grow fuch a quan- 
tity, as is defired, in order to lie upon their 
hands, and to reduce the price of all that they 
make. It is this that renders the exportation 
of Corn fo neceflary, in order to encourage the 
Farmers to grow as much as they can, fince 
they are thereby always fure of a vent, and 
reafonable price, for it : But if this were pro- 
hibited, we (hould have no more grown than 
would ferve the confumption, a quantity which 
would not reduce the price ; the fupplies would 
be as uncertain and precarious as the feafons ; 
in fcarce years the nation would want ; in very 
plentiful crops the Farmers might be ruined by 
their o\^n induftry ; and the nation would lofe 
that vaft advantage which proceeds from a 
general and extenfive Agriculture, and the em- 
ployment of fo many people by it. Thus the 
exportation of Corn is not only allowed, but 
encouraged, in order to increafe the quantity 
above the confumption, which will always keep 
it at a moderate price. 

It may perhaps be expedled, that if the Far- 
mers did not grow fuch quantities of Corn for 
exportation, d^ey would raife more (lock, and 

thereby 
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thereby redqcc tb? prfce of Other Provificmar 

But thi$ general Qpinipft of thpff, who art? 

unacquainted with Agrieiihur^b iciefi^ lo be 

contrary both to r«aibn ^nd experience. Uqeul** 

livated lands, dp not yield fo much, for the fup-^ 

pc»rt either of man or l>eaft» as they would do 

by culture. The very pffal? of ftelds of Corn, 

with the plentiful pafturage after harve^^ yield 

more food than a bare fwade ; and the crops 

of Turneps, Grafs Seeds, &c. which are, and 

jaay be, fowed with Corn, both maintain ftocfc, 

>nd render them fit for killing, whi<>h we cannot 

expert frpm uncultivated lands. If Farmers 

let the lands lie uncultivated in Gcafs, it is not 

fo much to raife ftock, as to fave the expence of 

tillage, which is the greateft lofs to the nation^ 

fiot only in the price of Provjfions, but in the 

want of employment for fo many people : Thus 

we fhould encourage tillage, as is hereafter 

propofed, in order to reduce the price of other 

Froyiiions as well as of Corn^ which renders 

every thing cheap. 

. If thefe things are coniidered, it will appear, 
that the proposals which are commonly made 
to prevent this dearth, will rather increafe it, 
and precipitate the nation into that ruin which 
it threatens, as will abundantly appear from tht 
following coniiderations : 

I. If we prohibit the exp6rtation of Corn 
.^fter the prefent Scarcity ceaies, as many feem 
to defire, in order to relieve our Trade and 
Manufaftures, we not only lofe the chief ftaplc 

I of 
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of the htod. fend m<bft profitable branch of 
Trade> which brings in as great a balance, per- 
haps, as ill the othtr branches of foreign 
Trade ptit together ; but we tnay thereby f en* 
dfrr Com a*id Provifions much dearct, Attn thcjr 
have c*iet yei been. 

II. On the wTier hand, tfthe prcfent deartk 
contifaues, it mnft endanger the Manufeftufes, 
iTf^, and Navigation of the kingdom, -whicht 
ar€ of niodi greater coinfequence. The Trade 
6i 'Great Britnin aoibunts to eleven tnillix>ns a 
yfeaf , x^vhen the value of the Corn exported is 
bttt 835,60^/., comfnunibtts annis \ and that 
export, dedtiQting the bounty and import of 
Corn, is valued to the nation but at 651 ,000 /i 
per annum *. 

IH. If retake the bounty off of Com, it 
ebftrthas the growing of it^ and renders it 
dearer ; but if We coiitihue the bounty on the 
ttcportattoh, $t ia a tax upon the home conlump- 
tion, and will always render Corn dearer, than 
ft ttiight be tniade, providing the Farmers woul4 
grow it J wliich there appears to be no way to 
induce thetti^ do, in fuch quantities as to ren- 
der it che^p, but to give them a like bounty on 
the home confumption, fo as to render Com 
more prbfitable to them than any other crop; 
if this is not dome, they export it for the fake 
of the bounty, which they cannot otherwife 
get, and thereby raifethe price at home, if they 
ihould fell it for Icfs abroad'. 

♦ Trap's 6n the Corn Trade, p. 136. 

IV. So 


Now thisis with all fubmiffion propofed tcr 
be done, by laying a tax upon borfes^ and"^ 
giving it as a bounty upon the Corn that is 
confamed by our own labourers and manufac-^ 
tarers ; and by taking off the taxes upon the 
Articles of daily confumption^ which are ufed 
\>y them and every one elfe, and by fubftituting 
this tax upon horfes in lieu of them. Thefe 
two would cut off all the fourccs of thefe ge- 
neral complaints, and ruinous dearth of every 
thing, and that by one and the fame feafabU 
and pradticable method. 

The, caufes of this dearth, as we have 
fhewn, are I. a monopoly of the lands by opu*^ 
lent farmers, which occasions a vvant of huf- 
bandm^n and labourers; 2, the fuperior valiic 
of grafs above Corn, from the number of hor- 
fes that are kept ; and 3. the heavy taxes which 
fall upon the hufbandrtien, and confequently 
upon the neccffaries of life ; to prevent which, 
they muft be relieved in the firft place, either 
by taking off the taxes upon the neceffaries 
which they confume, or by giving them d 
bounty upon what they make, and we would 
humbly propofc to do both; which would cut 
off the very (burces of this dearth of every 
thing, as well as of Corn and provifions, by one 
and the fame expedient. For 

Z. Such an expedient will take off the taxes 
on thefe neceffary articles, which are ufed by 
every one, and by the meaneft tradefman or 
mechanic, as well as by the farmers, which 

enhances. 
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enhances the price of their labor in every things 
and even of the neceiTaries of life ; and this laft 
lAcreafes the evil^ and renders every thing dear 
that the country produces. 

IL A tax on hori^s, and a bounty on Corn, 
will both equally contribute to render Corn more' 
valuable to the farmers, and encourage them to 
grow it for the fupport of the people, inftead of 
grafs for horfes. 

III. And as they are enabled to monopolize 
the farms from the fuperior value of grafs above 
arable lands, the laying of a tax upon the firft 
in horfes, and giving a bounty upon the laft in 
Corn, would prevent the many ruinous effefts 
of that monopoly, which both ftarves and ex- 
tirpates the people 5 and thereby deprives the 
nation of hu(bandmen fufHcient to fupply the 
markets, as well as of people for all other em- 
ployments* 

Thus the propofcd tax on horfes would be 
fo far from being a new and additional tax upon 
the fubjed:, or oppreffion of the people, that it 
would relieve them from the moft grievous 
taxes they bear, and would in itfelf be the 
grcateft benefit they could well receive, as it 
would tend to leiTen the number of horfes, 
which are the great caufe of the dearth and 
fcarcity that are fo much complained of. And 
fuch a tax, thus appropriated, would not only 
relieve the poor, and leflen their numbers, but 
would by that means amply repay itfelf in the 
poors rates 3 whereas the prefent taxes on the 

I 2 ncceffarid 


[ 6o ] 

necefl^ries of life increafe their numbers, an4 
render them fuch a burden on the nation- 
It is only by a tax on horfes, and a bounty 
on Corn, that we can either render Corn cheapo 
or encourage fhe farmers to raife ftock, in or- 
der to fupply (he n^ai kets with other pron(ion;» 
So long as they find horfes more valuable to 
theo) than other flock, they will always raifp 
the one before the other : but while they con- 
fume both the grafs and fodder, and keep the 
befl corn lands in grafs in order to breed 
and keep fuch a number of horfes, we can 
never expert to fee cither Corn or other pro- 
yifions cheap. 

And f() long as this dearth continues, whic)) 
it threatens to do, the nation mufl either lo& 
(the Corn Ti'ade, or fufFer by it at home; 
which there is no way to prevent, but by giving 
a bounty on the home confumption, as well a$ 
upon the exportation of Corn. That will relieve 
our own trade and manufa<flures, at the fame 
|ime that we fopp'y our rivals j and there 
appears to be no other way to do both. If we 
give a bounty on Corn to our neighbours, and 
perhaps to our rivals and enemies, we fhould 
at leafl give the fame encoqragement to ouijr 
own people; othe^wifc they muft foon have a 
fuperiorjty over us in trade and manufaftures, 
cfpecially when eVery^ thing in this kingdom, 
and even the neceffarics of life, are become fo 
dear. The Spaniards may get the woollen ma^ 
Dufafture from us, and the Italians that of £Ik, 

by 
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by tneto5 of Engli/h Corn^ Yet it muft bp 
pwned, that the 5orn Trade is a very great ad* 
y»xA^p to this nation, and we fhould endea-r 
ydur to preferve both, both that and our ipa- 
nofadures. 

Among the other advantages of the trade 
and exportation of Corn^ the greateft perhaps 
]$, that it ferves the nation for a public granary; 
it IS only the bounty and exportation, that enr 
courages the farmer to grow more Corn than 
\s confumed, and thereby to provide the natioQ 
with fuch a ftore, which fuppiies it in time of 
want. Thus the exportation of Corn is a gra«» 
nary, which fuppiies the nation in tinie of fcar-^ 
icity, and for that reafon (hould be carefully 
bufbanded and preferved in times of plenty. 
And as an article of trade, Corn is perhaps 
fnore valuable than any one in the kingdom. 

Thefe benefits the nation has reaped from 
the exportation of Corn, and the bounty upon 
tt has no doubt very much contributed to thefe 
national advantages. Since that bounty was 
granted, the price of Corn, which was for 

1 oo years before at i /. 1 8 j. a quarter, or 4 s. 
gd. z buihel, has been reduced to i/. 135. 

2 ^. a quarter, upon an average of the laft fixty- 
eight years ^ and for twenty years pad it has 
been, communibus annisy at i/. lis. % d. a 
quarter, not quite four (hillings a buihel. But 
although we cannot altogether attribute this 
abatement in the price tp the bounty on Corn, 

•''"■' as 
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ftB many do * ; but to the more general ufc ^ 
^and greater confumption of Corn in former 

days 

* It is withoift difpute a matter of fad, that Corn has 
Ven cheaper' in England^ finc6 the bounty was grant- 
ed.on the exportation, than it was before i this fcems to b^ 
attributed entirely to the bounty, but we cannot be of that 
opinion* for the following reafons : 

I. The people of England appear formerly to have eat 
much more Corn., and lefs meat^ than they do at prefent ; 
and as they were much worfe Farmers, Corn was dear, and 
other Provifions cheaper in proportion. An ox was then 
worth but 30 or 40 (billings (and not above 16 (hillings in 
the reign of Edward IV.) when Corn was at ilx or feven 
{hillings a bufhei ; but the (irft is now five or (jx times as 
dear, and the lafl at four (hillings a bufhei, which (hews a 
much greater confumption of Corn, thai) of Meat, in" for- 
mer days. The fame manner of living, which feems for- 
merly to have been general throughout the whole Ifland, is 
f^ill continued in Scotland^ where they confume their Corn^ 
and fell their Cattle; but England ouys cattle both from 
Scotland and Ireland^ fince thofe kingdoms have been united 
with her, and fells her Corn; thereby gaining much le& 
than is imagiiied by fuch a change, and more expenfive way 
of living. 

II. The greater cheapnefs of Qbrn proceeds from the 
many improvements in Agriculture, fince the bounty iyaa 
granted, particularly in the fowing of Grafs Seeds and 

.Turncps, with the great improvement^ that have been 
ipade ill ploughing, marling, liming, and other wife ma- 
nuring of lands ; by which twice as much land is rendered 
fit to bear Corn, and particularly Wheat, as was before, or 
as we (hould now have, wi^^out thefe methods of cultivating 
and manuring, which wer^/not known nor praAifedin for- 
mer times. Thefe are owing to the improvements made ioi 
all other Arts and Sciences, and not to the bounty on Corn; 
however that might have- encouraged the Farmers to fet 
about thefe improvements, when they come to be known. 

III. Th? 
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flays than the prcfent ; to the many improve-* 
ments which have been made in Agriculture 

fince 

^ III. The advantage of the exportation of Corn ariies from 
new markets for it ; but the great advancement of Trade 
and Manufadures in Englamfy fince th^ bcfunty wasgnint«> 
edy has opened a much better market for Corn, than all 
we have abroad, and is a much greater encouragement to 
Agriculture, as appears from the quantity of Corn con- 
fumed and exported. 

^ Wefiiouid not therefore deceive ourfel ves with the notion 
of rendering Corn cheap, by fupplying our neighbours 
cheaper than ourfdve$«*-Was Britain to convert her Corn 
to her own.ufe, and to promote her Trade and Manufiac- 
.tures by the plenty which the land affords, it would be 
much more for her benefit^ than to ftrengthen her enemies 
and rivals by thefe her own refources.— -This would be-^ 
much greater encouragement to the landed intereft, than 
all the Corn that is exported.— Trade and Manufa£turea 
raife the value of lands, much more than the exportation of 
Corn. — And the power of the nation would be enlarged 
with its Trade and Navigation, and a much better fecurity 
obtained for lands and every thing elfe.— Was this nation 
to convert her natural plenty to her own ufe, (he need not 
be in daily fear of being infulted by her enemies,^ whom 
ihe fupports. — Agriculture, it is true, is the iirfl thing to be 
confidered and encouraged by all nations ; but it (hould be 
to maintain our own people, and not our enemies.«-<-If a 
bounty is neceflary for that purpofe, it (hould be given to 
.our own, and not to foreign. Workmen; or at leaft.we 
(hould put them upon a level, and give a bounty to theone, 
as well as the other.- — The bounty on Corn is only intends 
ed to encourage the growing of it, and that is much more 
promoted by our own peoplexlian by foreigners* 

For thefe reafons it would appear, that if we do not give 

,a bounty to our own Labourers and Workmen, we ihould 

at leiift lower that upon the exportation given to foreign- 

ers. That bounty was only intended to be given on Coro, 

by I fT. and M, chap. 12, " when the price thereof is 

4c at 
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fince that bounty was granted ; ancj to tbtl 
advancement of Trade and ManufaftareSi 
which have opened a much bettef market for 
Corn than any we have abroad ; yet it muft be 
Qwnedy that the bounty is a very great eqcpu^ 

^ at a lof^ fate in this kmgdom^^' which was dietf deemed 
to be 48 fliilltngs a quarter for Wheat ; but now, when 
the bounty is iefs proper or needful, that is a very hig^ 
price^ and fuch as is complained of by the poor, who raifed 
the late tumults as foon as Wheat came to that price, as 
they did in 1757. In order therefore to prevent the like 
difturbances for the future, as well as to encourage our 
MatiufaSures, no bounty flioutd* be granted on Wheats 
after the price exceeds 40 ihiltings a quarter, ^ind none 
fliould be exported, after it comes to 48 ftilitngs.— The 
average price was made the rule for the bounty, when it 
was granted, and the fame (hould take place now. The 
price then was 38 (hillings a quarter, and the bounty waft 
granted till it came to 48 fhiiUngs; which was ten (hillings 
above the average price-, and 40 fliilllngs is the fame novc^^ 
when the average price, for forty years pa{t, has been 
tl. 10 s. 9'i» a quarter, or 3 y. 10^. abuflieK And as it 
feems to have been unrea(bnabie, at firft, to have given a 
bounty on Wheat, when it was ten ibiilings above the ave«- 
hige price, k is ftitl more unreafonabie to continue it now ^t 
the fame rate, as- that exceeds the average or common 
price by 1 8 (hillings- a quarter^ nigh two thirds of the 
whole value.--*] f this (houlll be thought a difcouragemerft 
to Agriculture, which we would rather promote, thens 
feems to be no way to prevent the many inconveniendea 
attending the bounty on fuch a high price, bat tH give a 
like bounty on other Corn to our Workmen, in order to 
enjoy this exportation of Wheat; or at lea(t, if Wheat Is 
exported at this price, the exportation of other Grain fliould 
be reftrained, if not prohibited, for the reafons hereafter 
given. In times of dearth, the price of every thing rife^^ 
and is never again lowered, till the Manufadlures aiid 
Trade of the kingdom will be ruined* 

ragctncnt 


Iragement to the growing of Corn, and fuppJics 
ifienatidH witH it m that pTcnty; whTich it ttn 
avail itfelf of in times of fcaVcityi if it does not* 
reni^er Corn *fchtaj]tiV at all tkncis; ' ^ ' ? : 

^'Npw'if^feife'ai^vantagb hive been received* 
ffom'tMfe bounty upon the exp6rtatiofn of Corn, 
Ho# much ^r^atcr 'might w^-riot expeA from* 
tf like %6\inty bn- tfte home cbnfotnptioli;' with' 
>^]^ich the quantity exported is-^ I6'bt cotn^ 
jiafed. ' It is to \nc imjJi-ovemertks of Hufbiii^' 
dry/artd rhe'advaneern^pt of Tr^de aricTManuK 
fadtuces, that;'tHe'gf-(iai!ef cheapnefs of Cotri tn* 
tKe 0r|efent th&n in formet'dayi i^ to'be attritxitedj 
rfoS a'^romotimirof tb^ at home,- rather than 
at'fofadp would be a much greater -ehcodrage** 
liicnt to Agncultdre'> arid thc'^rd\A^ing- of Corn,- 
tii'an all that is e^prted^, whiiih is'riot a third 
0rt, ;if Vfdiirih^ part b/ ' thif fced^that is ibwni 
The di/anrity*of .Com taken frnhi lus bf fo^ 
feign*feirii*i'S i)Ut a mere trifle,- - in"c6mparift>n b( 
what isjcopfumed at home ; jthe^firft; *upoh ad- 
ayerage" ojf the laft 68 years," anibririt^ but to 
4.22,^5 i^quaVtdrs, the laft td 14 miilioBsbf 
quarievsi bf which, feven mHlionsiand''ah- half 
are'cbnfumecj in. food/ Thu^ the export is> 
but 6ri6 ihirty-fi'xth part of the Cprri; tllatk* 
crbwii'^^^ fo that a bounty on that is but a tfery 
mconfiderable encouragement to Agticulture,- 
which i^ loaded' With all the heavy taxes of thia 
kingdom. ' ' •> ; : ? i . . 
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f Sec the Tradison the CorftTra3€, ip. 144. 

' ^ ' .'. ' K ' A bounty 




; ' ^ -I ' 

A bounty thef€fi*e^^A>«he' Ikrtile; to^ 
tion W0til^ b6 iatniuch gi^iAtist' eiic^lgetrieht >; 
to the g?o#iiftgof Gortt;%^ordg^ tb/<ipjply^^ ' ^ 
natioriwi^h'Jt at a dWaper' rite, thfeiBf^Jver Ih&t- 
upott' -the exportatfon- was^ IbpjpoiSrf td hate*' 
been; and that encourageroftait'lig^'the^tewJng-^ 
pf^it, with tbeabaitertithl'of the fJljce^U^ the 
bounty, would be anjsfiystial and <^emm mean^' ^ 
of rendering Corn ch^afv, iiarticularJy . ta the > 
poor, attd to Labourers a6fd'Worktifeh;'^htf;] 
receive the benefit of the boahty. --• -i' - 

. Socb a bounty would tikewi^ \kii reKeiF t6^^ 
the landed infffreft, and F^rmers^oli whoiii-alt^^ 
the heavy taxes in the kingdonit dSe#J^^'M^^ 
As^iafiiJjis the fountain of ev'eiy tiljft^Nfe(4eq. 
b6a{% the :}>uixlen of all^ and OioUld-be^f^ved^ 
irrtke firft^ace, if we would hftv^ptehty'^friftA^^ 
ititft the produce of it cheSff. f bfe |;rtat«h^o 
couragefnehts w^ted by the Land^bwti^irs iind^ 
Fanners ^e, : ♦ ■ -• ; '"^^ - - • -v^^-* v:;'!^ .J-w 

^I. *Fo enable thtni to keep up «qd itett^^ 
the %a|ftati6ns and dwellings of the-Fobf^Ti 
Whleb ate otherwife fuch a burdfeft t)fl tb^iif^ 
efttifes^ thfaf^the many evils above^memictneii ^ 
chi^ prd^d froo) this cauie. It is from «h^-^ 
cxpe^ce tf repairs, that the poor are expclfcd^fi? 
from* thfe lands, which are by that medm^ eowb 
gro&d by the rich> the farms ar^^^ftitMiopd^is 
lisi^d, atfed the people extirpated^ for tbe^cft-fc^ 
richment of a few opulent Farmers, «tthd dkiio 
the mAioifainance of a msmerousraqer^f |W>oi?er 
and ttetfcir futyeiSs, whfO are botfi -thet ftrtoglh^' 
and rlcheis of every ftatc j ahd as this is the bufi- 
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nefs of the publio^ father than of any privato 
pci!^afo»i^ppW><lrfPQWf*g«m«« QWghtto !^ 
g95fftT*%if«4t.». &^Stfl^ SM«1 national concern, 
wgiip»^tq^feicfe>.tbif^;iWtipn may want people, -^ 
ei|b<f| ^i:ttl»8at;ft,|^a iai>ds, to carry, oq it», 
Ts4^ ae4 Ml99<^W!<^ or even tQ fecure and 

dSi -^hj^ig^sr^ Mnpr^ement of the.l^d«l 
ei|fii^flV!!9jiiH3l><t ithH^l^ng in and cultivating: 
oferfii^jp^iJfe, 9fl4 fiiBffWf lands; which now- , 
pfeAtfe^rlittJs iQt iidthifig, and that .Would, at -j 
the fame time, l^^ gr«aC a benefit Co the-pob^ ' 
li^} ^lKi$ 9is)y ;^y. th$|t! means* that this oatiQn 
C2|ft:e?rt6fl4/it«.Agrifivlt«(re» in pr<^XMrtioil to ita < 
e^fl^fi^lbid^ja^d Manufadturest CM* fD«in^att^ 
p$|>^ ^{fki^a^ablq tAtp: to fuppore thckn both. *-. 
Sft^slw^i^sbitfife ' people Jiye iippo nothing but the - 
fafef^ll^il^tjh^ and >t<in.fugi« only the produce 
ofrf^QibtJ ^i ric^ft laed^fc tW^ nation will 

n^ a^iaiwcfof ..la^nyipeopfe as it wants, noP. 

will they ever have Provifions cheap., ^t is only I 
u^p>ft:thebpipdHa.ce of.thc pooi^er land^ .^icfa 
nVQ^^flierljncultivatekll, tlhat we can .espeiSt tQ r 
nvlklil»inrthe.poof, who are. fo nuBlero8f;iA ;thf v 

kjb^4$lia«/i;^ a the upholding Qf l^quf^; |ar 
thote«riAnd ihe improveimints ol ppottc^aiM^* 
arbjii$)|«:cbargeable than what tJbejF tnay.pcor ■. 
duo6 is:iv»ftb^ we cannot perhaps >^pe^ to/ee,; . 
either^ ofrthofe. done* without Come pabli<^ epr 
c6«u]ag«i2i«nt> dr a. bounty upon ti|e. produce . 
of . c£)cbL {kwr and jubcultivated lands. 

Tiow feftpjwpofcd;, bounty on, Corn is chw% 
Dvdi^cd for fttob a$ is, aod.may be> . cosMJiQied 


■ . . t ^i i- . 

by the poor, ajid jor theproauce of tfte poorer 

lands, lucn as rye^ parley, oats^Jprati peas^ beans f^ 

' or ,^ufJhli;beaf 'j thcfe are much cheaper 't;h an 

Wheat* . on. which' the bounty is ftovr chicfty 

given, and which the Farmers jfor, iHat feafbn 

only make in any plenty. It is for this ;'fcaf6n, 

♦tjbat the jve/y poor ii) Bji^tand, with-the'cbm-^ 

,rnon Labourers and Workmen, eat noAing; al- 

'moft but the beft wheatcn bread, anc: fdcK'as 

^people' of '/ortune fcould hardly get in other 

countries l' which renders their li vine;' much 

more cxpcnnve than^ it otherwild nera . to be., 

\^t\^ former days they lived chiefly on'rve, batlty,, 

pOr . oat^nneal 5 in hcotlandt ,tne common people 

^j)d Labogreh have no' other fort' of Cwn; and 

feardly any other food but oatmeal: ' i'ft IHtiindy 

^ they Jrye on potatoes ; in the .rI(iniatiops^ on 

f ^S^id'ia/h Cofh i,"in (jermany, on rye j in "j^/>^i 

' .^ ForiugaJ^ and i?^/y, on barley' 6r* lj)fa}: ; kndin 

' ,, ^France^ on their ^/^^ p^/r, oj' bilclcyJh^at, by 

V'Wl^ich ' they work fo much cbeapcrthan* fhe 

. • • ' ' •' -Now 

* « • 

' * ♦ StJrtir Offthefc (brU of grain fecm not to be fd wcllknowii 
^^Stitmq ai tbey defc^rve, 3^)t>vi^eat/is ajmoft tfaecvily 

CorH' iiif GoU ' northern climaxes, ^nd q^ ,P9Qr ^^p<^y l^"^^- 
' in' tK« fouth j of which we have a nevjj Tort Troth Sibtria. 

It' will grow on the p^oreft landy and is fcTaJ* froiii ex? 

• ''''•iiatiflfing'it>*th*t it rather imp^pves Jatid, by .cbvartng and 

' ib*«»dttfg b.i^ithjiti pioci^OKbent bjran<^^^s^^nd opening i| to 

i\\t air atiA.dfcw* by, its lopg tap^rooc, Ji^R? r;eas. ^bus you 
• migJ^t have a, good crpp of jhis on* all'the poor waftc Ja'nds , 
' "*\^Bn§Uikd'^ which might bring them into Vrulture, and 

maintain alllhe poor in the kingdoio^ as it does in Frqnce. 


C «9 1 
K^\i^ ;a^ 6teft fdft» of grain «ve'much chaapor 
than Vtic'af," it ?*^3 -6© ttvviA- faviog ft> the 
• . ^ • ' ^ natiOQ ^ 

i^4$H)ik^V*;ifi^'dic chtapcft fopi, oizny both- for faogt and 
^j9^e^' ^nd would very much, reduce the prioe both of 

<^^^''4fdlV^h}SgH widithis^cbe^iieft of aU grain. 
iih'IThQ,jtprat;^j^tf jt^ ilftewife but little known in England, 
»i'j|li!ho^g|l|jMs^|fjb±cnedj<> be the beft Corn of any, except 
/ti4ieatp wbicli.it'fe diuch fefenibles, riiat it is. comnifyily 
^ ' 4e€med'l)f'fiHiikTi ta^ be a/4>6cias of that grajn. It is a 
:,^*^ritin VetviaSb KNTbeaC and^haHey| and ferves for both in 
ft^^wattty KMXHitiies # bf th rfor, bread, beer, food for horfcs. and 
r»7|dt ^her cmatares.' In the fodtbem parts of £uf^e it is 
^^91^^ mucb ifteemed, as it was by the GnsttzndJiam(^^s^ 
"^^x^vtfo'.odled U by way of eminence Zea^ <i, e» Grains This 
; i'4^tt§iiktmh^o he the middtetmnifia^Uang) of the C^i- 
i ' nejjp^ n^^k js <)i;te of the five forts that -theSnqperor fows 
\ ; i^jrf yetr Ujith his'oifrn handsy aa b^iftgthe moft neoeflary, 
' and ihcludtn^afhli'cfWK - -Th<y give i( this .name,. .a& they 
'^^ n^k6n4Hbb«a.lniddJtt!gcauibetween riceandwh^ and 
.''«^fer?e both' foriwbeat^ ) barley and oats« It thrives fo 
:: bl^^H^in^ixrtfae^ncHipatesj that the Cbimfe colonies which 
J \ iiaveLrfett^dd^ the northeni'])ares of fartary, in a very cold 
y ieidliil^^Habie dilute, have.no other Cor»> but this 
' -'^ |MifiV^nfidd|6> grain, and^mtUet, as we are informed by 
' the Mijjionariis who furvbyed that coun|ry i ^ bu( what- 
<.^ ever may be its true name, fay ihey, it isof avery.good 
* tafie, and wouM probably grow in fome parts of Europe^ 
V ; r. < which will produce no other grain/ Hence, we fluuild 
thinks Ithat fprat and buckwheat would hfit a very good 
y improvcfjneift in Stotiandy where they have bar#y any 
, ;« '^ther Com but oats; as Welles in the noi^thefn parts, of 
r. /, J|^|'/W^_ Where they fow Mafilt^ os a . mixture of wheat 
and rve.' The defign of iowia^ diia, wbiphis the Fnncb 
*"', i^<f/w/, proceeds from an obfarvatidn in bpt and dry clt-^ 
' ; mat^s, whith is, that in ity ^years yoa hav^pl^nty. of xye^ 
, * aftl^oiigh' lit^te. wheat; and m wet ieafons this 2»ft abounds, 
wb^n the other fails— -fo that you are always fisre of Corn ; 
: patwhether (his will hold in the co}d and wet climate where 
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nation^ to maintain tSie peoplJp with them, and 
tnittda OWK Ifaan the vrfyjl^ti^igfpitio.ftiof eorahc 

".--■ :■■■■'■' .■.■'■■.:. ■.:.: ,-.«!9£WIa^^^ 

. it is fown in Englandt is not (b certain ; nother is the cI^- 
mate fo fubje£l (o drought as to make a d^rt^.of whf;^ 
We Ihonrd tKink, that Jr^/ woul<l be' m^A'ftitiiKlt^td'thls 
jclimaic, inAtiiafimxTi North Amtrka, as. tftey.tjqtlf tffrfi*:" 
on poorer land and adryfet fandyfoil.ihari wll^eat.— Of ihiif''*- 
grain therc;we **»« diffcrcrtt torts, one reftj«lJl((^ tarffti',^ 
with a fingleoi: double cbelfti and thc'otfc^f iliOfe"Bpe'^ 
■wbeat, ' calied wheat with 'eari e/ biAitf.''':(3rii{}m^^ 
ppica'Hordti, Raj.;j The firft h'khowa'ib'0'i'giaiiJ^f'. 
Xhe name of Sprat-Sarlty, and vtetnWctl\iiie6'dxi'Sjirat- ':' 
if^eal iZio-Pyrum,) as it Is by the Botamfts.- 'ffih both '* . 
of tbefe We vefy different frofti any (btt of tfttii"wheM;or'" 
barley. Thee)ir is flat, and not round; alth'^gH'iiJ all''' 
oth^'rtiirpeas the plant refcmbles wheat, ah<!' ffifcie^tltiti^r' 

ftan'ds'the winter. ..ii •- .^ if 

This'Cbrh*ouId'bemore particularly urefu^'ili^ourcdlb^"^' 
nieSin J^rrf ;rfmWM, wHichlyc exaftl^ in thefann-,ii3&tt^e''''^ 
witf'tSe'partof Tflr/flrji here mentioned, and'Jiii^ iidTftfi?*! 

■ of tdrrt that agrees with thcif fingular'and'peci^lisr i3iKiatK''J 
J-io, Eun^earl grain, indeed, agfcCS pirfeftly wdl wfBiSJn* ^^ 

■ climate tn any part of U.rlh AmirUa. The ftiweflHs'froA °^. 
two to iTiree'months later, (ban it (hoa!d>it ftf ifbe laiitiifti*"t 

, on account of'the hard wintfiri.' jHHite (Jltf "» 
rally ftufited, and t^e grain ffirivi^T^d. 'Wert^^' 
iMaystt Indian Coin^ thofe colom^' cb^d'^S 
if be of any fervice to the nation; AftfcoiiA"'^ 
Kit wanted in Britain, it is the fonrceofeviery °J 
s nation receives frooi all the colonies' jt hiK''''' 
rn colonies, ' where none bota ImUt eatly S»t ""S 
witl grow, which does notyiddaftbvr half i'f'^ 
a' make nothing for Britain, ahfl it is in wHi'T 
, if it were only on that accoorft. In^W^"'- 
ar< obliged to give a bounty ontbe'growtttg ^^ 
t; and we cannot cxpeft thai they can makt"'^ 
;fore that, and much lefs Hcmp'fflid FUi^'''^ 
whicff acifroy the bcft Corn lands. " ' ^ ' -'■^- 
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wi^ttHbther, they are not above half the price 

* i.? !)':j ei isfljje.: . - . . OX 

' ^^g^t^i^yl 5^^^^ in J^orth America^ fo 99 tiypeU a* 

^pffnit^ljK^ y^^y «»• what Ibcy call 

^"^iffli ^Nff^f^ir^^ 9CoUa^ is nothing but the Frewb 
^Mff^i^A ^iroy ^*^ "'> wlvich they faw in -^417, ipftead 
"■ l5?(^^andjjij?^ ih^u^r^. This is of the fame kind 
^Qi^^^^pyi ^^hf Lapland barley,, which .ripen 
5??^^S6f^-?nS(^.V ^ow6d,' when they are not above 




jpfnyait inij^%igh. Thus ho fort of Cfnn wiUgrow 

^ Qfe(f5{MJ;^S|^ir It be not fome diminutjve (pecies^ 

^'iTe'^W ff(?ij'F®^f!^/^^**"5 *"y ^^«re elftt aii4 confc- 

9H^ytJ9fl ^S^^^LP^^^ ^^ S^ ^"y ^'^^"S ^'^^ from them. 
If ever thole Countries [iroduce any thing, it ihuft be 

;9f their own, for no others will grow ia' 
je Qjoly (ort of Corn proper for the nprthera 
P^^j^fyf<f^i^ft^,'V PP^.that grows naturally in the foil M<t 
^''B^^j^f - i^^9!^^^ to many by the name of m^ Oats^- 
^^ %^^^^:; r*^?^^ *^ grows like an oat, but the grain is . 
(o ^|n$ei^f j[i^ pui^o/es a fpecies of rice. It excelb that, 

'^^SfiyfiTtf^fi^ ft^^ grain that are knowiia in \ 

BiWK J^ffka^^e properties i it neither requires reaping, 
thi^ji^^ SiW^& grinding, bolting, nor baking; the \ 
gr^flJ} caj^.g^tGbreo with the hand, and is fit ^o epr,^ 
Do^^ J^^ice^,, as foon as it is gathered ; . it neither ^here9 J 
to ^^.^ui^^ jike rice, barley and oats, nor has it any br^o „\ 
likijf^^at, w&ich create a great expence in thefe (prt$ of 
gr^p^^ .,Jt, IlkfjWlie afFords^food both for man and beaft, or . 
ripiCprn^ ajojl green fodder, at one and. the Cime/tifne* .\ 
T^il|ade, wfuch grows four or five feet long, and (ome- 
titn^f^exfp hsf a fweetnefs in it like Indian Cprn, and f$ ^ ^ 
as pud) CQvelj^d,, whether green or dry, by beafts of every , 
kii§l^^.^:flf^jng^^owed it for feveral years, I am wcirafr."^ 
fure4j|: ^». j(h&beft fodder that grows, except the Vades of 
Indian Corly 1 he grain is tikewife as agreeable, P. fii^^ 
ne^ liv^ed upon it, and found it <^ better and more wbofe- 
'^ fome ths/n rice," to ufe his words. The grain indeed is 
but flendef, as it grows wild, although very long, and 
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who. conlliiiwi fjk^PjOQo qua^Urs^ qf. Com W. 
> year> 

imdatfr*IklQe'>clfiinp4,ipkc'; bu^ the;:e i9.n0 fu^h Corp grow-^ 
ing i»kld iii^aoy ottiQi;)p4rt: of the wfrjcl, th,aj wc>ave feeil 
orhfanl:of| chftbeft:ib«u o£rCora,w.efc;bHt grfiff, an^not^ 
to bc^cooftfiifif^cl to-thUt. before they, w^re, improved by culw^ 
tiufc, WcrCL ihis'.duely cultivated likft fic^ as it gro^^ iri' 
like mtniMr inj Mr%tec> it. would b^ as^uf^ful^ apd wem'ighr 
have^rice: froi^ our nofth^^'B} ^ ^^'^r^s. tq\\tbetn coIonies4 
It grows allroyoT) N^^h^iAmirua., as (it iKjfrth as Hudfatfs 
Bayij in tM. co|ddl:4ip^%of any j^ainl iTHe natives o^* 
Hudf^^ Bajf^ aodi jLai^ 5tf^ri(;r.,*hky^j no ojljer K^Qm^^' 
Belid«s tbi^,,rt«r% Ui ^ ff^pics. of ioffrM, pijculiar to <b'e 
fouch«it« paits^of A&rt^ Jmer.Ua^ wlj/fr^ tfl[^. common Bai*-^ 
ley will wt, ttriyQ»T?r-,-WeJcc t^)lat Coptincnt '^fxplored^^ 
it W60W he foupdf it^l Wf roigl^t Uya^t^ ii<?r^r;» '^«'>> 
^9 fVtnl^ Siik^ iJ^/ipr ^jfV% ^^, maoy other vafua^T^' 
QfmaioditU^f ^U 9( the native; grp^^tb ot tfcHh Anitttia ^ 
and tbefe are. tH^ n^ore tp be regarded, aV no others wllf 
thrive ia the cljf^i^tf ^ t^ey are lip^ife tptally' difl*^rent' 
from any thifig t}iat i^r/f^i'x^ pfoduc^^ ^^nd qiight bv 'tpa( 
me^iiia teep ll^ Qf^ipiH^s froiq ipteffqcuig witli tHeir moth^i^ 
coimtiyy &(£;• . . - '. ' * 

This Coin might be aa pjppcr fpf all jlbp low, wet and 
boggy groiiods m Qr^iki Birkfiiny anj^ /^^^?^> which are To ex • 
tGi%ve» aod pr^dfice^^hing. 4^4 mj/c^ a .Co;n might prove 
as foviceable a^ pofato^^hayc been, fvhich V'PrB in like ipan^ 
asr brought ifir<^ A^rifq. The& jcoay]p'on pQtat9es are t^e 
PiB/>4i4rf!P^r», whfi^,^l\»y;g'Owna,tu;caJly» ap^^ were theonljr 
bread Corntbat ({h^ .natives had upon Jjbeir c^Id motin<ainS| 
er have to thi^ day, . Xj^ey likewife g^^il th^m to incal, 
and make a bread ^of it, called Ckmnoy yvhicK is faiiibuf 
in biftory.; witb ithis ih? /pii^awi .fupplje/i the niines bf/V:* 
Itfy?, and grew ri<jb^r by.^he ^ade than, the Miners. Tfi^ 
'^aniardf iiisewife'ipake a great varjety ofdifbes wi^b thehfi'i 
imknown to us, ^nd live upon them Tike' ^he q'ommbn 
peopb in Ireland.-r-'Thcy were iirft^^roJ4gJ)t to Eur$p4 hy 
&tFkimci5 i>r^i in his. return {rorti .the' .expedition totbp 
Sf4ioi/b. fKift J^ifs in . f 5J36, He , then . brought the colpny 
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yiear, worth at Icaft eight millions fterllng, 
were to five on thefc, and the Kke mention- 
ed bclow^ they wbuld fave three or four mil- 
Jipn& a year, which would foon reduce the 
price ojf provifions. The price of Wheat is 4 s^ 

^£ yirgimahtmt with hlaii zni among the reft the famous 
malheitiattcbn Mr. Thomas Herioly >vho was fent (hither by 
Sir Wqkir Kaitigh to explore the produdions of the coun- 
try, and in-ought thefe* roots with hiih ; he gave them to 
G«i!r^y'/Aetotdnift,'.whofirft planted them in London, and 
&ia*ikem 4i^4^lu/his in Hoikndi who planted them 'inBur^ 

' ^undyy ztA fent tbem to Italy ; as appears from the works 
of thefe and. feveral dther authors; It was from this their 

. &itrodttdiofi'injto Europe, that they are faid by moft of our 
/W^tcx&40»bave been natives of Virginia^ where they will 
huAf.grfim^ and do not thrive, unl^fs they are planted 
ia th&£3iIlo#tiig manner. They fhould be planted iii 
trencbesi like CeUri, and earthed up 'to the top of the 
fialk in like/'manner^ till they come to be in' bbflbm; 
jby ti|at3neans they fpread and grow to a great iize anddr 
gjloasW* akl learnt from my late worthy friend Don Pidro 

lyAfal^na^F*^.* S« governor 6f the province of Emeraldor, 
apd.a.xiMttvis of ^Uoy who reckoned our potatoes but 
very indifferent, in comparifon of what they daily eat, and 

'.liyfcupqn, by this method of culture in Ptru^ 
.. . .Tiieyv^c cultivated in this manner, in order to prevent 
the pldfitt from running into ftalk and feed, which robs th& 
rpdt of" its nourifhment. But in Brttainy the feed rievdr 
xipen^, as in Amenca^ which abundantly ihews that they are 
exot|Cs«. Upon this account it is not altogether fo necrf^ 

*<fary,herc to earth them up as they groNxr, although it miijr 
•be i^ proper* 

. ,; This method of cultivating potatoes is necefTary on art- 
ether Recount, in order to diveft them of the r^hk and 
poifoaotm quality of the Solanum, of which they are a fp^- 

.cijBS* This is. fo ftrong in them, whefre they grow on thfe 
iiirface of: the ground expofed to the' fun in hot climates, 
Aat thtvecylii^ will not tafte them^ and I have known 
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of other Grain but 2s. 2 ^. a bufhel, one with 
another ^ and of Oatmeal but is. S d. 

This is likcwife the only way to encourage a 
large exportation of wheats and at the fame 
time to enjoy a cheaper confumption of Corn 
at home. If the people of England will eat their 
wheat, they cannot export it. If they would 
make the moft of their Corn, they (hould ex- 
port their wheat and malt, and keep their bar- 
ley (exported) rye and oats, for their own con-7 
fumption ; but inftead of that, they cat their 
wheat, drink their barley, find buy oats to feed 
the dogs and horfes ; of which they keep great 

people who could not fet at table where they were, for 
thi$ their poifonous fcent, of which the hogs are more fen- 
fible than we are. Even when kept on hard meat on board 
of fhip^ I have feen hogs refufe tbefe potatoes grown in a 
hot climate. They there grow hard and knotty when ex* 
pofed to the fun, inftead of foft and mealy, and have this 
rank flavor to fuch 9 degree, that many people cannot tafte 
them. It was for this reafon, that when they were firft 
planted in Burgundy, the ufe of them was condemned by 
law, for occafioning a fevere diflemper, they imagined. 
3ut in thefe cold climates, which are more natural to them, 
or by thus covering them up from the fun, they are fo di- 
vefted of this rank and noxious flavor, that we are not fen«> 
fible of it ; no more than the hogs whofe fcent is (o acute««i- 
But from tbefe their qualities, the ufe of potatoes has been 
chiefly confined to the Britijhifics^ to which they were firft 
brought; and here the general ufe that is made of them 
feems to haye been owing to an accident in Inland^ in the 
time of the civil wars, when the. armies deftroyed the 
.fields of Corn ; but fome fields of potatoes, we are told, 
throve very well after they were trampled by them, and 
fupplied the want of Corn, as they have done ever fince -^ 
But thefe ar.e not to be compared to the Spantjh pqtateieSf 
9s they are called, which are a very diflFerent root and 
plant^ and much more delicious and wholefome. 
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numbers, and at the fame time confume greai 
quantities of flefli meats^ eat Wheaten bread, 
and export Wheat ; which are the only caufes 
of a dearth and fcarcity, that need to be appre- 
hended in fuch a fruitful land as this, or of a 
dearnefs of labor from the want of provifions. 

Thus if there is any real fcarcity in Ehgland^ 
it is owing to extravagance, and not to want. 
The people eat nothing but the bell wheaten 
bread, confume great quantities of flefh meats, 
and at the fame time keep great numbers of 
horfes^ all which require the very beft Corn 
lands, and render Corn as dear agam, as it 
otherwife would be. Were it not for this ex- 
travagance, the neceffaries of life and labor 
might be as cheap again as they are, and much 
more Corn might at the fame time be exported. 

The quantity and value of the Corn exported, 
upon an average of 19 years preceding 17651, 
is as follows, according to the accounts laid 
before the Parliament, and preferved in the in^ 
cftimable TraAs on the Corn Trader 


Exported. 

Qrs. 

Price Qtj^ 

Wheat 

357*895 

^•i" 8 

Malt 

251.437 

I I 19 

Barley 

66,741 . 

18 3 

Rye **. 

49.45' 

III 

Oatmeal 

3.536 

13 8 


Tots^ 72.9,060 Aver. I i 34. 

From this it appears, that the exportation of 
)>arley^ rye and oatmeal, is but of little confe- 
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quehcc, and is not to be put in any fort of cotft-* 
petition with our trade and manufactures ji 
thefe forts of grain are but infignifiqant articles 
of commerce, although they ferve as well for 
confumption as wheat. The export of wheat 
and malt amount to 609,000 quarters a year, 
when we export only 52,000 quarters of ryC 
and oatmeal, which are likewife much cheapen 
For this reafon the eiJ>ortation of thefe lad: 
inight be prohibited altogether, if not of barley 
likewife, and the growing of them encouraged 
by a bounty on the home confumption, which 
is only given for that purpofc 6n the exportation. 
Such a bounty to our own people, would be a 
much greater encouragement to the growing of 
Corn, and to the agriculture of the kingdom^ 
as well as to its trade and manufactures at the 
fame time. It is upon thefe cheaper forts of 
grain, that labourers and workmen live in all 
parts of the ^^orld, except England -y ahd for 
f hefe reafons we would encourage the ufe of 
them here, not only to redifcc the prefent high 
price of proyifions, but at all times to render 
the maintenance of labourers and workmen fo 
much cheaper. 

The chief caufe of this difference in the price 
of thefe feveral forts of graiii is, that wheat re* 
quires a (I'rong loamy £bil, and fuch as has 
more oi: lefs of a natar^l ipolfture in it, which 
is the proper land for grafs ; and as grafs 
grounds are fo much more valuable in England 
than any others, wheat is l)y that means niucK 
dearer than any oth^r gr^^in^ befidcs its fuperior 
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kitriQ^c wprth. It not only requires the bfeft 
Ifind^ but occupies the ground for a twelve* 
month 5 when barley, oats, and buckwheat, 
are not above fix mgnths on the ground, and 
allow time for fome other crop in the courfe of 
the year* At the fame time moil lands will 
yield a third more of thefc forts of grain, par- 
ticularly of barley^ than of wheat* Thefe, and 
Hyp or fpr^t, will grow on poorer lands, and 
(uch as are light, dry and fandy, of which 
many large tracts in the kingdom lie uncul- 
tivated, becapfe the people do not confume 
what they would produce, which it is propofed 
to encourage by a bounty. 

By fuch a regulation the agriculture of the 
kingdom might be vaflly enlarged, and arable 
land$». which are ib mueh wanted, rendered 
much more plentiful ; the poorer lands, which 
product little pr nothing,, might be taken in 
and cultivated ; the fowing of rye^ barley, or 
buckwheat, would fave the grafs lands, which 
thefe forts of grain do not requi^re, as wheat 
does; this would 9i9brd a greater plenty of 
cattle, as well as of corn ; and by having a va- 
riety of different forts of Corn, if one fails, we 
might have plenty of the other, as often hapr 
pens ; and thereby likewife prevent the uproars 
and tumults which fo frequently happen, from 
the leaft.failnre in the fingle crop of wheat. 
. To fum up all the advantages of fuch a 
bounty on Corn confumed, of a redudion of 
the taxes on the neceffari^s of life, and of a 
tax on horfes, they are the following : 

3 I. Such 
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I. Such a regulation woidd reduce the price? 
of Provifions^ as well, as of thofe articles of 
daily confumption, which render e^ery thing 
dear, and even the moft abfolute neceiTaries of 
life themfelves. 

II. It would relieve our Trade and Manu«> 
fa^res^ which are otherwife likely to be ruined/ 

III. It would provide for the poor, and lef« 
fen their numbers ; and the tax would be faved 
both in tl^e Poors rates and the price of labour. 

IV. The confuming pf Rye, Oats, Barley, 
and Buckwheat among the poor, and among 
the Labourers and Workmen, would increafe 
the export of Wheat, which may othervwfc 
be loft, from this dearth, and thefrecjuent pro- 
hibitions of it. 

V. Thefc forts of Grain would be proper 
crops for the poor and uncultivated lands, and 
bring them into culture, which the bounty 
would encourage* 

VI. And an enlargement of Agriculture, by 
thefe means, would increafe the number of 
people, who appear to be only bred in the coun- 
try, and to decreafein the towns, to which they 
refort, for want of fuch employments in Hwf- 
bandry. 

If by thefe means the poor of the kingdono 
could be maintained, and the number of peo* 
pie increafed, the advantage would be much 
greater than any that has been mentioned. 
Whether that could be done or not, it appears 
to be paft doubt, that there is no way to keep 
the poor from being a public charge, but to 

give 
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give them lands to cultivate. They are poor 
for W9nt of the neceflaries of life^ and they can 
only get thefc from the produce and culture of 
lands. It is chiefly from the monopoly of the 
farm? by thofe of better circumflances, who 
endeavour to fave the expence of tillage, and 
thereby deprive the ppor of their labour, that 
they coQie to be fo numerous. Therefore, if 
they were to he provided with farms propor- 
tioned to their circumfts^nces, or to cultivate 
tha commons and waf^e lands, it would un- 
doubtedly very much reduce their numbers. 
The commons in England fe^m to be fct apart 
for that purpofe, and as they are now inctofed, 
if the poor were to be fet about the cultivation 
pf them, they might no doubt get a living by it, 
and free the public from a great part of that 
heavy charge. Vpon thefe they might raife 
Peas, BeanSj Buckwheat, Potatoes, feed fwine % 
dec. and thereby both ipaintain themfelves, and 
help to fupply the markets ; which would very 
much reduce the price of Proviiions. The 
poor of England are reckoned to be an eighth 
part of the people, or 700,000, who do no- 
thing but eat at the public expence, confume 

the 

^ The proper food for hogs, and what they are fondeft 
of, are ftrujaUm Arttcbohs ; which may be planted by the 
jioorell, as Potatoes are, and upon themeaneft lands, which 
might bemach improved and brought into culture by them. 
Plant a piece of ground with thefe, as you do Potatoes,, 
either in Spring or Autumo, and the next Autumn or Win* 
ter turn hogs upbil it, 'they will till it much better than a 
plough, of a fallowing, by which it will bear any fort of 
Corn* I never knew the experiment tried but once, but 
it wai with very great fuccefs. A piece of poor fandy land, 

that 
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the Proyifions which they have no hand in 
makings and thereby very xrmch increaie their^ 
price. But if they 'were to be ict about tb© 
cultivation of lands, inftead of Manufactures iti 
Workhoufes, they might foon lower the price 
of Provifions, and bririg^ the- poor and w^lfle 
lands unto culture and tillage; to which the 
propbfed bounty on their produce would bte a' 
very great encouragement: And if the nuin- 
bers of p6or, with- their increafe, \tere to bd 
employed in this manner, they might foon cul-' 
tivate all the wafte lands in the kingdom. ♦ 
Such an enlargement of the Agriculture 
of the nation, whether it is done by the 
poor, or by the encouragenaent of a bounty^ 
would, moreover, make lading iroprbvemente, 
and fheW our enemies, how, mUch they 
are miftaken concerning our refources. They 
imagine, the improvements of the lands, the 
chief fupport of all nations, are carried to the 
grcateft hefght th6y are capable o£ in this king-*- 
dom; whereas ours, fay thfey, are but begin* 

that would hardly: bear nny thiog, , was planted with tbefe 
roots, and the bogs being^put upon it, tbey turned it up to 
the very bottom, and made it liW a hag-jlye j by that 
sneans it bore good tobacco, which requires the richeft land 
of ^ny thing that growls, and better than any fort of Corn.. 
If fuch a practice could be brought into ufe, like the fo:wT 
^g of Turneps for Sheepti it might be as great an improve* 
^enr^ as that is well known to have been, if not a greater,, 
as bogs both manure and till the ground. . By that means 
you might increafe your ftock both of Hogs and Corn» 
which would render alt other Provjilons cheap; and tkefe 
roots >would maintain the poor a^ well as Potatoes, which 
might anfwer the fame purpoie. 
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iiin^, and ^ill foon give us a fapcriority ovti 
them *• But the improvements of this king- 
dom are fo far from being exhaufled ^ that they 
are hardly yet begun ; they ^re as fevv as wheat 
and grafs are to the other produds of the earth; 
or as the produce of uncultivated lands is, to 
what they would yield by culture. Were all 
the lands in Great Britain and Ireland duely 
cultivated^ they would maintain as many peo« 
jdc as the greateft part of France ; 'yhich we 
may conclude ffom- the Corn and grafs they 
prepuce •f*. And if this nation were to exert 
itfelf in agriculture, both at home and abroad^ 
as well as in trade and navigation, and to give 
but a very fmall mdetv of that encouragetnpnt 

' ♦ A?A U Progns de Commerce^ View of England^ kc* 
f Trees are known by their fruit, and land by the Corn 
and Graft it produced, which are the fruits of the earth ; 
(Vid in wbibh no part t)f the world that we have feen e^^ 
cscd» England 2nd Inland. Botht^e ftrong and loamy 
fd&i and moift climate, equally contribute to produce tb^ 
greateft plenty of thefe neceflaries of life, which are th^ 
fiipport tK>tb of man arid bc^ft, and 6h Which all others 
depend, litis is likewife the foil that is more peculiarly 
^adapted to Wheats the Trade in which the French for tha^ 
ireafon will find themfelves very much miftaken in their 
mcpedationi of getting from England. There is but one 
Pays di Biouce m all pranc^\ but there arfe niany fuch ih 
England. Even the poorer and fandy lands in Enghnd 
frequently have » loamy fand at bottom, and as good as 
what we have (een called a clay ie foundation in other. 
^(nintries. To Itt fuch lands, thereJFore^ lie uncultivated^ ^ 
.and to conipbun of a dearth and (Scarcity in ruth a fruitful 
land as this, muft be owing to fomc nlifnianagehient or 
ether, which we have endeavoured to point out, and is a 
/kame to th<$ peoplev 
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to the one, which ' (he lays out upon the otiielri 
die might make the arts of peace as great a ter* 
ror to her enemies as the late war ; and defend 
herfelf from daily infuUs by thefe, as well as 
by her fleets, which the income from her lands 
^vould fuppprt. You may fee by their View of 
J^nglandj that they dread the Corn Trade alone, 
more than all the other refources of this nation; 
and that is certainly not carried to half the ex-? 
tent it is capable of, or that might be expe^ed 
from an additional bounty. It is well known, 
how much the bounty on t^ie exportation of 
Corn has improved the agriculture of this king- 
dom, but the propofed bounty oii the home 
confumption would exceed that as fixteen to 
one, as we (hall hereafter fhew. 

'Now if all thefe advantages may be obtained 
from a tax on dogs and horfes, wh^ch wpuld^ 
ipioreover,be a fignal benefit In itf?lf> it certainly 
ought not to be delayed. Such a tax indeed ap- 
pears to be abfolutelynecelTary, not only tdanfwer 
all thefe purpofes, to reduce the price .of pro- 
vifions, and thereby to fave the trade and ma- 
nufadures of the kingdom, but likewife to pre- 
ferve the Corn Trade and agriculture of the 
nation j which they are moft intereftcd in, who 
will be moft afFc6led by th}s tax; and it wtU 
therefore be for their benefit, .who will h^v^ 
the only reafon to complain of it, meaning the 
farmers and country gentlemen who keep fuch 
numbers of horfes, and who arc perhaps onPy 
entitled to fuch a ruinous privilege* :: We a<e 

told. 
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told» tbat there have not been lefs than^ fix 
prohibitions laid on the exportation of Cora 
vitbio thefe nine years, fince horfes have bc- 
Con)c fo numerous ^ whereas before that, when 
there wa(S not half the number in the kingdom, 
we had but three fuch prohibitions in fixty-eight 
years *j fince the bounty was firft granted. If 
tbis: is dijely confidered, there cannqt be d 
better ajrgumcnt given^ nor a greater neceflity 
(hewed, for a tax on horfes. From this it 
appears, that bcr/es are a prohibition of the ex^ 
portation of Corriy the chief ftaple of the bnd, 
on which the profperity and welfare of the nar 
tion fo much depends j in which the landed 
interefl: is fo mweh concerned; and witbouf 
which the farmers think they could not live^ 
cor pay. their rents. They all complain loijdly 
of thefe prohibitbns, which they themfelveg 
cccafipn, by keeping fuch a number of horfes j 
loxhowewr they may find their interefl: in fuch 
8 mal-pradtice, and think they may convert 
their landi to any ufe they pleafc, the people 
wilf and miift have bread before their bcafts.T- 
If they may think themfcWes aggrie\^d> by 

1*^ Sec the Tra<is on the Corn Tfadc.—— Thefe thr^^e 
l^mhibition^ Wiere in 16981 when the Corn Trade was 
hardly eilabliflied» and in 170$ axvd 1740, af|er the tv^o 
hard $vic\tcrs»— — As for the prohibitions fince the year 
^IS^x ^ i^ ^ell known there ?;ave been fevcral, when 
ihtten^re no Aich causes ibr them > although we have not 
had 1i^le^ to • examine th^ e^adi nut^ber, and muft take t^a( 
upon trtjft ; but one of the four mentioned by our more 
jccdfate' author, here quoted, was in X7S7> within the 
Viixh yeifs hcrpJnenribl1i^d* 
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pciccr I17 meanrdf *^simSf9^ and'^ tiaterefa^ pfrmrl 
the ofitlFoBr wfikfe ttie^startk^i^^as ^mode; or i^ 
tbc^ arefbbfiged>d> paBTc^dotUheir ktrge farmSy 
sfadbtole^^ die :peD|>le hd«>e 4rhe. ofe ^f the latod^' 
ivbithbatore k&lf intitlei'thBixrto mth6i[9Wti 
hndt f^d.^ wfaick they were -bred tuid IxboM ^if 
t]ne& iaa^^be • )i bfs lb any, we &y^ it\'b /pnp^ 
ptofed ^ tong^wUhedi^a boiiQtj^^ it^^a!ld iacfir 
nioM abioiay rdioiindiashBuch talb^iriiiil«ffcfl^ 
^ifii>ij[^^beoeik;o£ ld3e<'wbok^iUitionl o o,c ^ <^ 
> ^rWfaaftrilGi^itait^kyibe laidl^ .hodx^ for 
tbcf^ N^&s, J Jt; flxD&ld!: bef ufScbot taiocdihoffi thcsi 
rii]|Qsd»rs^ •&! lavKfin the frrtce^ <0if dScMlondipra^t 
viiions by a bounty upon ^enpiUidxio cb^fftjr 
tb^^^gC'^'Hi^ tbey.Cf^ aiFKvriiufie\^r* 
.fK)f€et maBy ^wwld \m^^^tds^of^^iiapaati^ 
IbcAd Wd ufion borfes ; but iu)»|3iofe it hmnt, ooly 

andjtw (hHluigs upcm^dt^ughti^ifis^i!^^ 
. ih^mgs a head oti dogs^ thefe nfoaU be f iifiiciait 
dto ani^QT the chkf piii^ies $pi-opofed:ir ifjihbe 
:iQQ(to reducie the number of faorfb^whiH^ 

«^ho Htcp theei vfpvfld hardly apart Iwitb Ar 
iK^ttch . » fioe^ ^r ibat re^oft^ viti&mliibevito€0r- 

^^fefy to ng^Crthw tWjh^bfrjCHAc^ 
:>4©wer tl» pficijiiiG^i pfp*!^ 

;<;x}>iftbipr of bGdei!«wdQf .ffoJ^immcrfc^sitep:! it 

will be z% ntsfiS^x^^\^ ^m%^h^^ 
. as to lay a tax.upQn the.others;;and tprTelieve 

piaking the tax on h^rfes payrtbisrboikrty'cm^sihe 
npeceffariQs of life. What 


diie^ffiiQCidfroin: ^tte number ofhti^^ vAoAb 
k vnjr? tfnbofibKiiK : r ^oppofe thetc' number, m: 
j^a;oc^L omoae-fbr evefy; tm^im perfohs ia: 
im kibg(lojQii> add that one hadf of :tlM& oie' 
ktpt for pk^ore ; twe&tjr (hiUiogs cAr tbrife, abd' 
tea up«K! tl» reft> would clear 375^000 /. T&v 
number cfidbgs .^in cannot Deleft tfaan/one^ 
foT'^very faQU&> cm: a million in all;; tvhioii ck^nU 
&me ibgreat pad of the bread of tliRB* poof ; a lagq 
o£f£fe ihitt&igs^ a head oti thefe woiiI4' fietdt 
250^000/i and tbb two amount to '625^ooG^i« 
j^ «fi)]|M^, wl^ich is! ntgH five times^the boutaty 
jQQ'ithD2CDora*e:qxaErted *^ aid ' Aight^ v^ryt^v^du 
bercpbieaftd tib l^o^oo/, if not tnorei acbor^^ 
nsj^to tbd^fcdlowfl]^ accounts. :' ' * « 

• r WltkiiiiBii 18 pit^fed to lay a botm^itf 31.1 
wdarterpn^^^^ 2^. 6i. on imf/ey-j a:r* o|i 

^H» p^and .1 /. Il^ii <^ huckwbeat ; or any other 
.likd£b^n^ thftt^ht^ be tbo^sgbt pro^r^ Tfaie 
i^pdrtkisAarntianiicr of colledin a bounty^ 

^Ui'^i^laidlt&ie<^pQyment of it^ are fUboaJited to 
':^tictte!f jti^i^v Buta&<if ifii propofed tahe f i^ftti 
^Mfy^oii^wbttis^ccAifumed in food; or ground 
i^ meaipieqs prefubed, the quantity might 4>e 
-lea%^diibec«a{nQd at tl:^ milkf; and is ihefe 
'>fot»faiiofnixi^ar€)^i]rniy uied bythe poor, or by 
n (|ieLai«»dir¥rs.ftnd; Wwkmenir^ for whofe life tlic 
t'bQttttt)^kinten(kl&, i&'i««iiild be (bt:§6£b to ftm^r 


''•'m'lijstfnty'tfiitt^^^ exp*rted, oa an average pf 
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The remainder of this tax is pfopofed as ^ 
fubftitute for the taxes on thcfe or other ^r//-. 
tf/f J of Jaify conjiifttptiony as the late additional; 
tax on* 6eer, candles, foap^/alt, leather, and coals^ 
which are uftd by all, and by the very poor; 
it is thcfe taxes on the neceffaries of life, jthat 
render them fo dear ; and if we would afforcl 
any real relief in the prefent general com- 
plaint' of a dearth of every thing, we ihoul4 
at lead take off thefe taxes on laboijr an4 
articles of general confumption, whigh rcii-^ 
det every thing dear that the country pro^ 
duces ; and have always been juftly cpq^* 
plained of, ^nd much more in thefe time$ 
of dearth. And there can be no more feat 
fohable nor proper time to obtain thefq greaj: 
and defired tnds, by a tax on horfes^ than 
when every one feels the bad efFe^s of whs^ 
they deftroy and Confume. 

If any may think thefe taxes .too high, the 
only alternative fcems to be, to oblige them to 
part with their horfes altogether, and to iend 
them out of the country, as they were lately 
obliged to do in Bermudas, rather than to ftarve 
the people, and to ruin the Trade and Mann- 
faa^ires of the kingdom. Thefe muft be the 
unavoidable confequences of the prefent dearth, 
if it contintjes, which there appears to . be no 
effedual way to prevent, fo as ever to bring 
Provisions to a moderlate pricp in this kingdop?, 
vvhere everything is fb dear, unlefs you re4uce 
the number of horfes, for which the tax upon 

*^ ' them 


&ebi is mtencied ; and which would by that 
means lid great numbers of a needlefs expencci 
and perhaps prevent their fain, as well as chu 
of the nation. It is only to vye with one W'* 
other in ibew and expence, that every - end 
muft kup coaches and horfes, whether they 
can afTord it, or not ; and as fumptuary laws 
fsc highly wanted in this kingdom on maoy 
accounts, let them be begun with horfes, which 
are the moil expenlive of all, and affcO: the 
fubfiftencc, we may fay, the very exiftence 

ind fubftantial expence ot 
juntry, by thofe who ca& 
n advantage than a detri- 
but that advantage arifes 
g of fo many peojJe, ' and 
i the feeding of the poof 
and not from the llarving and 
people by beafts. This is an 
is fo far from employing iAig 
jtally obftru£ts it, and deprives 
ilihood. Horfes not only ren- 
der the neceflaries of life fo dear, that the poor 
cannot purchafe them, nor can others afford 
to employ them, but they obftrud: the Agri* 
culture or Tillage of the kingdom, and thereby 
hinder the breeding and employing of cDore . 
ban all other occupations put together 
ntain, while no others can. thrive with- 
; hencQ this expence in horfes la the 
lots that this nation, which wants no- 
much as people, can well fuftain. To 
fave 


I 88 ] 
£LVfc likt ixpence of hdr&s to their oWvkti^ thef^ 
are kept on Crafi, bat that renders them mn^ 
more e:i^penfiye, and perfe^ly raiooua, . to the 
aation; the Grafs founds of England tn 
more than half the country^ fmail as it is» and 
half the people are thenbv deprived of a fabfi(l<* 
ence by Agricoltore, witnoiit which ho nation 
will ever thrive or profper* The maintaining 
of horfes in that manner is a certain ezpulfion o£ 
the people^ as it defn-ives them of their labour^ 
and arords them no fobfiftence. It appeara 
from what we (hall (hew in the Appendix^ 
that this nation has not land enough to maintain: 
«s many people as it wants, and much lefs fuch 
a number of horfes with them ; they there£bre 
ought to be extirpated, that we may have peo-*- 
ple in place of them, efpccially when their u(e$ 
may be fo eafily difpenfed with* 

The ufe of horfes is in the firfl: place far 
races, which might certainly be difpenfed witb» 
to (ave the Trade and Manufadures of the 
kingdom, and to keep the poor from ftarving. 
Now, as thefe are the moil ufelefs, bnt the raoft 
cxpcnfive of any, we can fee no harm in faving 
the bread of the poor, which they confume, by 
aboli(hing t^is cuftom of racing, with the 
Bear-gardens, which are both fo peculiar to ^e 
Englijb nation ^« Coach and Saddle-horfes 


* The public encouragement given to nuces fisans to 
render the number of horles much greater thcti is needf ul^ 
and to makeorefy one fond of keeping therii, rather fiir 
iport and diverfiyn, than for an? utility, publie Qi priirat«« 




^ij^ «{«r^e^»o»^^ j)l3ifi;r?.tKai;( for Rrofit. 
Klbc»iwj^ftr«» afford l<l^6?P "«f»» ??*y ^fff^rd 

^ iKHfc^Jvh pf^pq^'i t**. He9«inQw, ; .and we 

leem to nav^ been Introduced^ dr dt lean to have f6 ttitm 

4imtiOitiiiis£fi^A Invafi0iit$>byt iSs mj^ iitch cf^i^gi* 
'^jififfg^A^ the brqediqg, Qif hpr% w»^ fh?p 

if^^^^Sp*^^^^ -''— -^^^^^^^^ and JTeems to hi is ioi- 

^ pri^ Yiow, 'as it itiight then have Keen wanted ' THit is 

Mlb]((FiUhei great^tkj^ces bfttKe MngSjb tazM)9^rh(hifi^t 



^s ^e^|S that Rilg^V well be Alfpi 

' ^ • If it n ^lt%ed^ that this may hurt the forted/dannoth m 

:s>M^ai|en^t^be ^^isen to tlpt breeding oC hoffi^,/^ iffe 

^b^ ufpjthaf 19 n9a(^e of this breed is, to export great itt^- 
belrs of them, aiid'liberehy to ruin ourfelves at' hd^e, ^ 
Order to fupply our enemies with Briglijlb ho/fes \ ifrbk>h aie 

4i e0m/]fc^^iQA a0V3Ji}g tbem, £nce our cav«Iry gai^ei^fuch 
^Wff^il ifi^ ibi: l^te jimsi and for that reafoii fqch auin- 
re Jhai[e ever fii^ce beien bred for this national ufe. ' Bat 
rmer^y, in the greateft profperity of this nation, horit^ 

"fi^fe utipditcd'frdm Flanders ; and %n Ok, whicb.w^ ngw 

i^p^lJt^m iivelva 10 tweo^ pound«» was not then wofA 
aj^Y^ ^^^6ye, notwithfb^ding there was then more 

Siori'ey iq the kmgdoip than there is ^ prefent. Itisihewn 
yDn Pkvifjanf/^^t at thetimi^afthe R^ohitian, there 
^ .ijptore eighte^miUtons t<}dafi'bailfofc(MR m EngUmd^ hut 
JttpiR,itrf^mc)Eane4)tfar be reduced ta one bi^lf. Ic is^ thf^- 
^l!qK ji v^f^ vulgair error, (o attribute the dearneff of everjr 
tmrt^ in Ae kingdbiii to' the plenty of money; Tbe.dear- 
iKikb of every thing elfe proceeds from the high price of 
Proviitons^ which is chiefly occafioned by the number pf 
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doubt not, bat they would be very Willibg to 
be of fuch a fignal fervice to their country ; to 
(hew their regard for the Trade and Manufac- 
tures of the nation, on which its very being 
depends ; and to extend their humanity and 
charity to the poor^ by maintaining the greateft 
part of them, as well as the Tradefmen and 
Workmen who fupply them with neceflaries» 
only for forty fhillings^a year. They would 
foon fave five times that fum in the price of 
labour, and the Poors rates. 

The moft neceflary horfes are fuch as are 
ufed in Carts and Waggons, and if thefe coqld 
be freed from the tax, without including twice 
or thrice as many more, it might be very proper. 

As for Plough-horfesj^ which many fcem to 
think fo neceffary, they ftiould father bq pro- 
hibited. The dearth of Provifions feems to be 
owing to the ufe of thefe among the Farmers, 
more than to any other caufe. They are at fuch 
an expence in breeding and keeping fuch fine 
horfes as you may fee in their teams, that it is 
impofiible they (hould raife a ftock of cattle with 
them ; and as they are only bred for fale, they 
are afraid to fpoil them with plowing. Were 
they to be at fuch an expence in horfes, merely 
for the plough, they would foon leave them off 
for oxen * ; and thereby fupply the markets with 

.Pro^ 

♦ It has been found by the experience of all who have 
ever tried, that oxen are much cheaper, and more fervice- 
able, either ia a plough or cart^ than horfes. But by the 

pre- 
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Provifions, which the others conAime. It i» 
from this cuftom of breeding horfes by Ploughs 
cien^ that the bed part of the lands in England 
lies in grafs, and the greateft part of the reft is 
uncultivated. If any of the Farmers may be 

prepofterous method of yoking them ufed in England^ with 

a chain between twot they only draw with one fide, and 

cannot «xert ^bove half their firength, while they conftant- 

]y baull^ one another $ although even in this manner their 

draught is much more fteady than that of horfes — ^But the 

right way is to put them in harnefs like a horfe, either with 

^, collar and hems about the neck and flioulders, on which 

the whole weight of their body falls^ as well as their muf- 

cular ftrength ; or the traces ihould be faftened to a board 

bung over their horns, and upon thbir forehead, on which 

they exert the force of their neck, in which the ftrength of 

an ox lies, as th^t of ^ horfe does in his heels. The one 

feems to be made for running, and the other for drawing 

by the neck and boms. But we (hould think, that both 

thefeways of harneffing oxen ihould be joined together; or 

. a pair of traces (boqld be fet on about their neck and ftoul* 

ders, and another from thefe to their horns or forehead, on 

which they might exert both the weight of their body, and 

firength of their neck at the fame time, and relieve the one 

by exerting the other. The laft way of yoking them by 

the horns, as it is called, is praflifed with good fuccefs in 

moft parts of Europe i and the firft method o^ harneffing 

them, like a horfe, has been long pra£lifed by a Gentleman 

« of great knowledge and experience, who has made very 

. great improvements by it — By that means you may treficlf 

the ground three feet deep, as they do in gardens, and 

thereby have a new mould in every ploughing ; which, if 

you would do in the deep loamy foil of England, it would 

yield Corn in the greateft plenty.— If the roots of Corn 

o^ Grafs, or even of an Onion, or little Ranunculujy have 

a good depth of mould, they will penetrate two and three 

feet deep; it is for this reafon, that we are at fuch pains to 

trench the ground for Flowers, but negle£l it for Corn. 

N 9 aggrieved 


r 96 ]; 

i^grieved by a tax dn hoffes, they woqid h^ 
sbundantly repakl by the additional bout^ty oQ 
tkxti^ and by (aving the pfef0nC bout^ty oa 
Wheat. 

From the prbpofed bounty on Corn con^ 
fumed at home, paid by this tax on horfesj^ 
there wA\ be le^ occaiib^ for Feducing fh^ 
bounty on the exportation of Wheats ivhich 
will otherwife foon become - neceflary, if it i4 
fi6t already ; or at leafl: will foon be deemed 
proptT, and clamoured for by the pcoplei for the 
rcafons given above *. If a bounty oh Cbrh fe 
not given to our own Workmen and Manufac- 
turers^ as well as to Foreigners, it feems to be 
neceffary, in filch a general dearth of every 
thing, to reduce the bounty on exportation 5 
which, if it may be an encourageme^it to the 
;rowing of Corn, is certttinly a tax upon the 
lomfe confumption. l( this may be a diicouw 
ragement to Agriculture, there feems to b^ tlb 
alternative, but to allow a like bounty to pur 
cwn Workmen and Poor. If the Com and 
Provifions of this kingdom are exported, wh^riti 
they are either fo fcarce^ oi: fo dear, that the 
people cannot afford to carry on their Trades 
and Manufadures with them, they will be isn*- 
able to purchafe them at any rate ; the Land**' 
owners and Farmers will lofe the vent of the\r 
commodities, by endeavouring to fecure a good 
price for them ; and the nation will run a 

* Note, p. 64, 

rlfijue 


fifque of lofiog fiine or ten millions a year^ ift 
^TSidc and Mahufadturcs, by endeavouring to^ 
min 6jo,ooo7. by Corn, 'as we have (htvni 
aoove. It is therefore abfolutely ncceifery, 
either to reduce the bqunty on the expoitation 
pF Corn, or tp allow a like bounty oh tne home 
confuqfiption, as we have To often fhewn. Ua- 
icfs fome fuch expedient \s thought of, this 
ruinous dearth will l)e fo i%r from ceafing, that 
It is daily, increafing, as we may fee from what 
has happened for piany year^ paft; all th^ 
caufts bf it daily grow more prevalent, and 
mcreaft one another 5 the decline of i^radc 
otftru&s Agriculture, and the decay of this 
^uins Trade, till the nation will be unable to 
lupport either. 

it ought to be ferioufly confidered, and at- 
tended to^ wtiat we havfe fo often inculcatc4f 
that ifo lokg as this dearth of every thin^ con- 
tinues, as it is iikely to do> the very refources of 
this nation 'may be cut off, both in its Trade 
and Manufadhires ; we may purchafe foreign 
commodities by Trade, in order to fupport the 
reigning luxury, but cannot exped:^ that thcfjf 
wili take ours at Aich prices, to pay tor them. 
Tfeebalance of Trade, which is already fufpeded 
to be againft Brftam^ will then be fuch a draia, 
that the nation nKty ibon have .no niioney kft. 
This there appears to be no way to prevent; 
but to reduce the immoderate price ot all the 
nece&ries of life by fome means or other. If 
that cannot be done by fome other ezfHsdient, 

it 
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it will foon occafioQ a general oatery for a repeal 
of the bounty on Corn exported^ if not of the 
exportation with it, as it ^ems already to have 
done ; and thefe may indeed become neceflary> 
unlefs the nation is fecured againft the ruinous 
fiate, with which it feems to be threateped. 
Notwithftanding any advantages that have been,, 
or may be, received from the exportation of 
Corn, the only ufe of it is, to maintain the peo- 
ple of th^ land, and not their rivals or enemies ]^ 
the exportation is only allowed for that purpofe, 
in order to Alpply ourfelves better and cheaper 
by means of it $ but if it once comes to be fo 
dear, that it interferes with the home confumpr 
tion, and with Trade and Manufactures, it 
fhould be prohibited. .. The exportation is only 
allowed to encourage the Farmers to grow 
Corn, and to render it cheap ; which if it does 
not do, fome other regulation ihould be made 
for that purpofe. In doing this, equal care 
fhould be taken not to difcourage the Farmers 
to grow Corn, nor to hurt the people by the 
price. Now to obtain both thefe ends, if the 
bounty on the exportation of wheat is reduced 
from five to four (hillings a quarter, and tl^e 
exportation price from forty-eight to forty {hil- 
lings, for the reafons above-mentioned ; * that 
fhilling dedufled from the bounty on the cx-^ 
portation, (hould be given as a bounty on the 
home oonfumption, either of that or any other 
grain^ which may be more profitable for t;he 

♦ Ibidim. 
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farmers to grow, ttnd for the nation to conAimei 
— It fhould always be conlidered, that it is only 
the exportation of wheat and malt that are of 
any great fervice to this nation ; the exportatioa 
therefore of other forts of grain fhould be pro*- 
hibited, in order to fupply the home confudip- 
tion with them, and to increafe the exportation 
of wheat and malt, which is fo much more 
confiderable and more valuable. Such a pro- 
hibition of barley^ rye and oatmeal may at leaft 
be proper, till the nation is fupplied with a fuf- 
iicient quantity of them for a general confump*^ 
tion at home^ which it is not at prefent. 

Now if this is done, if the bounty on wheat 
Is reduced from five to four (hillings, and the 
exportation of rye, barley and oatmeaU is pro-- 
hibited^ it will make a faving of ^^yjy^L a 
year, in the bounty now paid on exportation ; 
which may be added to the tax on dogs and hor- 
fes, and given for a bounty on the home con- 
fumption of Corn ; either to the grower, or to 
the confumer, whichever may be thought mod 
expedient. Whether the one or the other re- 
ceives it, they will both reap the benefit of it. 

From this ftate of the whole, the propofed 
tax and bounty may be ftated and accounted for 
in fonie fuch manner as the following, accord- 
ing to the rate that may be deemed mofl proper > 
and that from the known quantities of Corn 
confumed for food in England^ which havc^ 
been carefully computed by our praifed authoi: 
on the Corn Trade, as they ar^ here ftatcd, 
Ifaving out the odd number$. 

To 
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l^o ftate diffi tax and bow^ty «! &o ituRcft 
Tate, it ieems to bp the foUowin^i 

Syt i900Q»oooat^8»6dt x25>odd 

Ji^rley i,poo,Qpo 28. ib6>0pd 

)4t8 1,700,060 18. 9 d. 14i»666 

T^al 3«7QO»opcr ' 3^^1666 

PerCpaU^Cf- 

T« on 25O9O00 9P^h $04 f^ilt ImfiEn lA I L ft jft^o 

250)000 ^rau^bt bqrres at xp s. . 125^000 

l^oopippo dogs at ^ 8* 250,000 

625,000 

Sono^ pa CorjA dfduft 366,6^6 
Kemains for taxes on neceflaiy articles 258>334 

Bot as this tax on horfes would not be fuffi-^ 
cieQt to redupe t^eir numbers^ for whjich it i^ 
mo(l: wanted and intended, it (hould be raifed 
at lead to forty (hillings a head on horfes j^ept 
fyr picture ; unlefs fome higher ta^ may be 
deemed neceflary for that purppfei as it Xeen^s 
tp be : and that would afford a greater bopnty 
on Corn, if requiiite ; wJ^ich we cannot thinic 
it will be, as the bounty here pfopof^d is equal 
to that on exportation^^ apd is is^er cenf^ on 
the value */ 

At 

* The boiintf cfi rft eXpotted is three (btlllngs and fbc- 
peace a quarter > barley tWo ftil|iigs and fixpeiye) bat*' 
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At tbis rate the taic and bounty will ftand as 
follows. 

Dr. Bounty on Corn confumcd. 

Qrs. £. ^ 

Rye 1,000,000 at 3 s. 150,000 

Barley i,doO)00o 2 8. 6 d. 125,000 

Oats 1,700,000 2s 170,000 

Total 3,700,000 445,000 

Per Contra Cr. 

Ta3^ on 250,000 coach and faddle horfes at 2I. 500,000 

250,000 draught horfes at 10 s. . 125,000 

1,000,000 dogs at 5 s. 250,000 

875,000 
Bounty on Corn dedod 445 ,000 

430,00a 

Saviiig of Bounty on Corn exported 35 »ooa 


mmim^fmmmmmamm 


Total for taxes on neceflary articles 465,000 

But 


meal two {hillfngs and fixpence : and as two quarters of oatt 
make but one of oatmeal, the bounty of ty\ro {hillings on 
the Corn would'be four ihiliings a quarter on the meal, 
which is a very high bounty, and nigh equal to that on 
wheat, which is but five (hillings a quarter. To make 
oatmeal equal to barley, the bounty on it fliould be but 
two (hillings and fixpence a quarter, and one (hilling and 
three pence on oats ; but this bounty is allowed on oat- 
meal, as it feems to be the food moft generally ufed and 
coveted by workmen, where they cannot afford to pay for 
wheat ; although barley is rather cheaper, and might be 
(pore encouraged hy giving a Ie& bounty on gatmeal. A 

O ' botnty 
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dot a» ploqgh ^hbrfes af^M8» to; bf liig]|%^ 
prejudkiai, . they (hould be trntd as high a4 : 
thofe kept for pleafure^ if not higherj sitcr 
the farmers have had time ailqwed to provide 
oxen, which might be in three or four yearr j^ - 
now if we fuppofe there are i QO,obo <ff thefe^ 
at 40^^. a head, thcjr. would rai^ tbe. tax 
I ^o,pco /. ; which would ftrve for other por^ 
ppfes^ befides thofe propofed, as it woofid allonK 
a favicg of 6 15,000 /• per annum^ after paying 

a bounty on half the Cora confiM^d V^^^^ ^ 
kingdom^ ' ' 

* Htiwfar this would anfWcr the other foA 
prppofed in taking ofFt^e taxes on the necejfary 
arhclet of daily confumpti&ni as well as iii allow* 
fng a bounty .on Corn, will appear from tbei 
.Ibfiowing accounts of them./ The furas her^ 
mentioned, as far as we can diftinguifh them ici 
the accounts of the revenue, from the otk«e 
articles with which they are blended, feem to 
exceed! the duties on the neceflary aod datl^ 
confumption s and are more thar&twice or thriqc 


^v- 


bounty on Q)rat fliould be equal to tbat op rye, as they are 
both winter grains, and occupy the ground for the ye^r'j 
but barley and oats only for half a ye^r. fiutal^thpM^ 
Jhu J9f'\\i probably be fowo^ whe^ it comes to be known,, 
we b^ve made no allowance for it, z% it is not cohfuoijed^ 
no more than buckwheats which If they come ttibe.ufibd» 
would only lower the confumption of the oihers,. q^ wb^^h 
a bounty is here accounted for ; that is, for tbe whole cpq-« 
f«i9ption of the nation for all forts of Corn^ except wheat ^ 
whicb is fuffigiently encouraged by the bomitjr oh ^portr 
ation, aiut ihould be kept for that purpofe^ : , .j - 

ttS 
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4»1^9eA fls thtt «iatt on wlMt k canfucned by 
tM MlKirtiretSi^^ ^^^ poor^ wfaa are 

cKS% to bfe t«gardc& 


Dwy-^dii- Salts • . •**-^ . ^-*— ». 160,060^ 

.;, 1 Candle* .,-rr" •— - 140,000^ 

-,Sda|3 ■ ' *— ' 4b,6cd* 

lieatfief ■ ' ■ ' » ■ • ' 'm^v 90^000 

€<M(h , " *'■■ ' ^ * ■ 6Q)COo 

BQfri;<iiI»p0f^ ' iPii*«ii« * — -^ 50,000 


%Vin^ of tkk Qfh ^0g9 aftQ Ilolib ^15,000 


T«-<- 


HnRiuii$jfbr |ha jn^ter/sft of the ^nfutiiod Debts, 1 ^ ^ ^^^ 

. pother tf;«. ~ , - J 75*000 

■». - ■' • - . . , 

'This.is vpcrn a riippaiition, that the plough 
^Gtffdd iptfbuldir bo iQo,ooo ; but OS . thcir num« 
lilP^ k is hoped, jwould be reduced by th^ 
kixa^io dtiB noixi^r of. horfes may be manx 
Mote sfaftn wd^hia\^e comptued them, and are 
tiHily flicne&fiog^ as thfey are likely to do^ not^ 
WitMiuDdiog fuch a mjc ; many reckon theri^ 
tMrA6tie& tfadn.a million in tne kingdom, a 
aac dh which would raife a million and a half 
lb yamr^ exempting tthofe which are neceflary^ 
I^W if thtt or any fuch thing could be donc^ 
i^ what fervite might it not he to thit nation^ 
both id piityiiig ^he intereft on the unftinded'and 
ttther publio debts, and in lowering the duties 
lttMi;imp(!iiciomf on trade^ as well as^the nece{^ 
fines dtUfe. 

In a trading nation like thfe, nothing what- 
ever ihould be taxed but lands, houf^;^ articles 

Oz of 

* 
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„ c^ periboal and aSual ^prtyl 
t becomes i^ec^iB^y. To l!^,4utics 
.'or taxes. on tl\e nsceiT^fi^s ;of .Jife» 
nluch aifefl it,,, particularly, the moft 
branches of trade, the rm^faSurts 
igdom, is to lax your property before 
you get it, which is the way nevei:_to havie >it. 
To i^e taxes laid on fuch neceflary ,^[iele9\of 
life as thofe here mentioned, when fuch 'pre- 
judicial articles of pleafure as horfes go free, is 
a reproach to any trading nation, and may be 
the ruin of this. By thefe means it is to be 
fufpefted, that this nation, whofe very beiog 
depends upon trade, may be a lofer by it j and 
that the vaft balance which is againft Britain 
in moft parts of the world, with 1,300,000/. 
a year conftantly going out of it for nothing, 
may drain the nation of all the treafure it has. 

To obtain ib many and iignal advantages, if 
it were only to take off thefe taxes on the nc- 
cefiiury -articles of daily confumption, which are 
ufed by every one, and are neccffary even for 
the pooreft ; which raiie the price of -labor, 
enhance the value of all its produce, render our 
jmanofeftorcs fo dear that we cannot vend 
-them, and occafion a dearth cveri of the moft 
•bfc^ute ncceflaries of life,, as well as of every 
-thing m the kingdom j to be relieved from fucb 
ra heavy -and daly burden, we fay>' to preferve 
the trade and manufafturcs of the kingdom, to 
iave'the ntttion from ruin l^ that 'means, "and 
■■■ ^'^ "■'■•■■-■■' '■■ ■ ■ to 


; to ^eef^ thoofimds from flarving> who would 

Umiplt to pay a^tax on their dogs andliorfes? 
t^The other and principal end propofed by 

dM6 tax and bounty, was, to relieve th^ diftrefTes 
' €f the pcjor, and to fupply the labourers, tradcf- 

inen» and manufa&urers, at a cheaper rate; 

and how far they may anfwer this end alfo^ will 
'appear from this account of the quantity of 
-Curri, which 

•. .Tbe.pc6plc o£ England &nTm&]\y confutne m 
Hfeod, viz. 

"Wheat; -^ — — 3*750,000 

iRye - .i-*' ^^ . *— '-' 1, 000,000 

.Bariej^* ~ *-**- *— 1^600,0^ 

«Oats -r^ « — » ■ i^yopyCQO 

^tal {whicli IS 'to bu&clt a head per annnm) 7,450,000 
One half -^ ' ■ ■ "" ■ " 3,725,000 

Paid a bpuptf on ^^r- **• — 3> 700,000 

f * 

'^ 

Thus, the tax propofed would pay a hounQr 
on hal^ the Corn confumed in the kingdom ; 
and as. that bounty is a j» 6 ^. on a quarter of 
CorHi take one ibrt with another, which ic 
worth 17^ 8 J., it is a feventh part of the value, 
or I i^f^rtmt.y confcqaently, this bounty would 
maintain half the people in the kingdom for 
big^ ;wo qnionths ii;^ the year on free coft ; and 
''wQuld fiippiy all.the l^boprers,- Workmen, txA 
M?In)ufai^uf ers, with breads for three or fotwr 
montixs in, the year for nothings which would 
very much reduce the price of their labor, and 

of 



or jevery tWng thpy piakc, while they thcriiJ ' 
fcl^cs might get A better living by thefer. ^ "• 
Moreover, one half of the Corn cdnfutaeci 
in the kingdom h fixteen times as mucR as isi 
exported, the export being but a thirty wfccondth' 
part of the confumption * ; therefore, this ' 
bounty on the home confumption would ex'^ 
ceed that on exportation, as fixteen to one j it' 
would be a much greater advantage to the land-^ir^ 
ed intereft, and to the Farqiers, as well as to the . 
trading and manufa(fturing intereft of the^ l^ng- 
dom^ which the other bounty on exportation 
dlico&rages; it Would encourage ^nd proteote' 
AgriottUur^ by which fuch'a number of pepjpld 
fitt both bred and maintained ; by which the 
ibft are fupplied with the neceiTaries of life^ and 
the natioB is chiefly fupported. Now to obtain. 
thefe advantages, befiaes all .the others above-* 
mentioned, and to be of this fignal fcrvice tS 
tlicir country, who would fcruple to pay forty^ 
oc fifty Odillings a year for their dogs and hot'^ 
fas ? Evecy one. who wifli well to their countryi^ 
orrcvenconfult their own intereft, would defir^ 
end- petition ibr fuch a tax^ in order to be re-r 
Ueved lt*om thofe grievous and ruinous taxesj^ 
which they are obbged to pay on every morfel 
of br^d^hey put in their mouths, and every 
thing eife they ufe i which cod them twice oir 
tbrkrees much «s the tg^^es, amount to,,heavy as 
they ftFO } thib they ii;»ayie^ among np^any other 

^v f See the Tradis on the Corn Trade, p. 144. 

inftanccs^ 
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|o£|pce«|. |w tbc late additbnal tax po bcer^ 
^biCa juis l»ci|[ %lik}y complained of, not 
^y^onthat acQDQQV'but as niat is the only 
ijnnjc cf par Labourers and Workmen, and 
ikpm^ to be (q neceiiary for |hem in this cliaiate, 
it^t they ci^Biiot perform their labour without iti. 
• T^hey who can*a|Jbrd to keep dogs and hor^ ; 
iSsfiy m^y well affordtb pay forty or fifty ihillinga 
k yea:if for fiich parp<)fes as thcfe j* when great 
numbers ard . unable to live by paying fuch ^ 
feegyy t^xes, aqtj high prices, for every thing* 
tyhkjH jhey, or their children,, put in their 
np^ouths, ai)d are daily obliged to ufe. — As dog^^ 
apd horfes raife the' price of Provifions to fucli/ 
an ^i^^^^h,' the frugal and induftriotis Tradef* 
span k,% that nieans obliged to pay for tlie ex^ 
*rava|[anfc?ds af the Fox-Wntcrs, Racers, and^ 
iptbers.j and the very poor, and even the begi* 
ga/s, pay for the Coaches ot the richefti in every 
morfdl 6f bread they eat ; whieh they might, 
roUcJl/bdtter ^ord to do, were it in any thing 
elfe, Tb fi\ake dogs and horfes, therefore,- . 
relieve tbofe burdens on the poor, is only to pat 
the faddle oii the right hot fe. They whakcep 
tibem (hould confidcr, that it is the poor, who 
ij[)^intaift the rich, and make their fortunes.^— A 
fe\y idl^ (Gentlemen, who do nothing bat live 
pn the reft, apd kpep dogs and horfes, are 
bardly^^* be corifidered in a ftate, othcrwifc 
^^ they ii^d their country will foon come to 
be'bf very Uttle confideration.— For want of 
Employment and bread, and from the excefiive 
'-./ .,, r. •'. • ' ^' '^ dearnefc 


dearnefs of e^rery thing, the poor are oblked to^ 
defert the country j after which the Genuemea 
muft provide for their dogs and horfes them- 
fclves.— This nation lofes fo many people in its; 
many large towns at home, which increafe fa 
fad^ in its foreign Trade, and many Plantations 
abroad]^ which have been lately extended iq 
climates that feem to be calculated to deftroy 
its people j that it will foon, in the way it goes 
on, have no people left, iirikfs the poor are pro- 
vided for, and can find a fubfifience, at a 
cheaper rate. — ^This feems already to have hap- 
pened in Ireland^ and willfoon be the cafe in 
England. — The enormous expences of thii 
nation, in foreign articles, extirpate the poor, 
and are very ill fuited to its circumftanccs. — ^It 
might be cafy to mention only a few, among 
many, befides dogs and horfes, which coft at 
leafl four or five millions a year^ as much as all 
the public debts amount to* 

Upon the whole, as this tax would afford a 
bounty on one half of the Corn confumcd in 
the kingdom, and confcquently for all the La- 
bourers, Tradefmen, Manufadurers, and Poor, 
who would at the fanie time be relieved from 
thofe ruinous taxes on the articles of daily coa- 
fumption, which, with the high price ol Pro- 
vilions that is daily rifing, threaten the total 
ruin of this nation ; fuch a gei!eral and public 
benefit, which has been fd long wanted, and fo 
much defired, mufl be looked upon. as an ad-* 
vantage in^finitely greater, than any incon- 
venience 


^^cnfence tTiat niay arife from a tax on dogs and 
iiorfes; efpecially as that tax would be the 
grcateft benefit in jtfelf, were it not appropri- 
tated to thefe fignal fervices ; and is only a tax 
t)n the unneceflary articles of luxury, intended 
to flcfray a public and neccflary charge, which 
they create. This Would Hill be of riiuch 
greitcr fervice, not only to the public in general, 
but to every individual in the kingdom, as it 
appears to be the only probable, if not poflible, 
tocthod of Teducifig the prefent, and preventing 
.the future* much h'^her price of Provifions ; 
which is fo loudly complained of by all, and 
Jfevijrely felt by many. Such a tax and bounty 
'Wtiuld, in a word^ relieve the di^r^fles of 
thcttrfands, give bread to the poor, and plenty to 
tthc rich J would increafe the numbers of peo- 
ple in the nation, enlarge the Agriculture of thie 
kingdom, and fave its Trade from declining,. 
its Manufa<3:ures from decaying, aqd the nation 
from ruin. 

And there can be no more proper nor feafon- 
able time, if ever fuch another opportunity may 
offer, to do thefe fignal fervices for the nation, 
than when all feel the bad effcfts of the want 
of them, and may be fatisfied of their condition 
by fuch a fenfible convidtion. It has been fuf- 
ppfted, that this nation never fees any thing, 
but when (he feels it j fo that, if this oppor- 
'Jui]3ty i^^fuifered to flip, we may forget and 
ncgledl the fituation we are in, till it is paft re- 

P trieving ; 


t io6 1 

trievjng ; and m?y cry oul dgiiiih when We ar/ff 
unable, to help ^urfelves. If any brjpch cf 
Trade," flie Corn Tradej br any other, is ^pcc 
loft, it is not fo cafily recovered again. Tr^de 
pace Ipft is like a rajnd river,. wh^:b takes wr 
^her co^rfe» apd is npt to h^ brppght : badk ito 
\% former channel. But . by thefe frequent 
' prohibitions pf the^ Corn , Trade, the nation 
iqfbs itscuftomers^ ^nd .by /ucb a high price 
</pr Manufadtiir^s^ it .will h^v? none* 
. By what other methpds tb^fe great and dcr 
,fiied ends arp to \x<^ obtained, lye Jknow not* 
If^ny.may be more fortunate in |indtng.out a 
xcpicdy( for fuch dangero.us. and grooving evils, 
;.|et thc^i d^ls^re their fentioieqts, with f^-ecdom 
^and. candour, as we. have done, for the, benefit 
pf their covintty, and welfare of mankind, .,To 
;nf^e<9;.a matter of fuqb imppirtance, is to aban- 
don the. nation in its greateft exigencies i ..and 
.fo flatter our hopes with :nptliip,g but , tempo-? 
fary expedients, is to diiappoint it \ 
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R OM ttie fpregdirig difcouric it apiieari^ 
thUt Agricdlture is of the greateft confc-^ 
jviehce tpdii^ nation, in fupplyihg it with peo- 
ple, of which ft ftandsin fo'great need, as we!l 
ailjb Maintaining them ; fhat the people ofEng-^ 
tandzvt only bred in the country, and not in the 
cfties or large tpwnsV that by reforting to the 
tpwhs/ahd deferting the country, as they have, 
done of late, they appear to decreafe in num^ 
bertj'arid tliat by thefe tixtiwi \ve have riot 
^Jiuftandttien fufflcient to fupply Vtit fcingdoiri 
' with Provili^ns, at a Imoderate and i-cafonable 
rate. Which is a great caufe of their dearth j 
And it has been faid, that this nation has not a 
lufficient number of people/ for its many othet 
^xtenfive concerns both at home jand abroad j 
fhat the ifland of Great Britain hardly con- 
tains latid enough to maintain a fufficient num-^ 
ber of people for thefe purpofes; and that there 
is no way cither to prevent this lofs or decreafe 
of people, or to recruit the want of numbers, 
but by ah enlargement and improvement of 
Agriculture* Thefe are matters of the utmoft 
^onfequcnce, on which the very being of this 
nation may depend ; and which therefore 
would require a more particular codfideration, 
snd difcuflion> had we time or room for them 

P'a here; 
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h«c: But as fiich wry importaiit tjmi mtepcffi^ . 
ingcoacernS ought not to be neele6led, we can^ 
not but^add feme farther thougnts\on thatiiib^ 
jeft, which was foreign to our chief deiign;, ■ 
however it appeacs to cancer a the natiod,^ and 
tOr merit attention^ as much as any other ptit 
of it J and to be the great argument^ although > 
generally unknown, which £hew^ a ihuch^ 
greater rieccffity for extending the Agriciiltiire 
of the nation, and relieving the general dearth' 
of evecy thing, than feems to be apprehended, i 

To determine thefe points^ the firft thing* : 
n^ceflary is^ to' know the number of peopjp la - 
tlbe kingdom .3 for which we havfe noceritain!' 
rule but from the number of boufes^ ah^ of 
thefe we have lately bad £b particular and exaiOL i 
an accoupt, from an adual numeration of them ^ 
for, the tax on windows, that it feenxsJd be* 
entirely fatisfadory, and to dctcrminfe the pre^^; 
fent nuimber of people in England with fonae 
certainty^ which was never before done. « The 
only doubt remaining is about their nubfiber in » 
former timies, and whether tjbcy decgeafe or not* 
Now this doubt chiefly arifes from a computa-. 
tion of the number of houfes givba to Dr. 
Bmh^nridge^ as is above mentioned, from an, 
unknown office, which had got an account of 
them, in order to lay an intended tai in 1710 j 
that makes the number of houfes and of people 
to have been much the fame, at that tiiiie, as 
they ai:e at prefent ; and as that agrees with the 
more certain account tak^a from th^ window 

tax. 
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taicpiftJfeema'noticiiireafonflfUd tb coBcludt^ that* 
tbayrbotkk iiMi&fmonc atiocl«'> and that the 
nucyberof people kds gi«at at prefeflt as fbr«' 

But fhtdfaccobDbtii 1710 ieetiM to becon^' 
tfitdt^odii by another in' i692> taken ffomv.a^ 
ndoierflniati of ^e boafes for ^e tax on hearth^ i. 
the&cft makae the liunlber of houfei ti^ in^^ 
t€miedxtstbe^ta%A6, but •7^9^048, to whichr 6tit\ 
iatfi!tblisa(kicdforc(Atag98^ and that makes- the < 
wh6ld tittttriser 9 11 ^3 1 o ^ whereas the aceomnt 
il) i^^lt idakds the whole fHimber of houfes 
iA7'i^9JI^'i TbeAr aecouilts ilierefore make the 
nucfiAier^ ^ hmjuim 264>64T lefs in 1710 than in' 
169^^; it we«h^ve £iid i whereas there h all rea^ 
^iixj^bdietie^ that the great nombefs of fo«' 
mpiisxi vfbocimebAoEf^land^ after the 
B3evdlmtkm4^QmH(^and, Germary^^nA France^ 
betwjeen iht&s tl9»o periods here mentioned, 
nii|^ hato intrea&d the number of people ; 
Air* 1 at lesft'that they did not decreale upwards 
of a JiiSiKdn audi an* half ia fa fbort a time, as* 
tbey^tanfirJiairje done, if we allow bothtfaefe 
A<3e(S)iiMB to be. geAuine* Thus there muft be a 
oA&skR ddier in the one or the other of thefe^ 
aoeoant?^ m& the qneftipn is, which is moft 
to <bo relied opdn ? 

As^ibr the account m 171 o^ it is given to us 
from an ^ office, we know ndt ftom what, notr 
how th^ caisie by it \ whether it was froiti a 
(rofUpMiation, as is moft likely, for a tax that was 
oaly intended, iDUt never laid,* or from an aftuat 

numc- 
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nnmei:;ttt0n -pf .^w; -ijouTe^ji n«ij^;doed. if itp!f>. 

tipo, may be include in that lift of thpfe-. yi^uilki 
were pnly intended to be taxed; To t1aat we •Can-*, 
nc«t $eU:f9r pec^tP* :whafr.lH<8t«R.:o>lght h^y* 

4^^y- if .«::hfd be)ca.lai4, wjd co»fqq»?t«Hjjrj 
W» fttvift ^ yery upper t^i^ ; of. ^q ,flmi9E)l)er pf; 
ftpui^ ^t that tiinc, And thft« tlvs.M^JIfi afti|aUjs 
^e cafe^ appears .fcomrtJiPinasmraii^Q-pf/^ljtl^i 
houfes ip ; 1 758 f pr . <be win^Jo^y , tjpt^ - . wb^Hl 
ipajcps thepujpiber p£poi|agea {J§«.i»ti;i9,i.wJb¥if?rT 
^s by thw'compj^tiqn.pf .tiwittTio i:7i.pi,jtfci?jri 
were but 1 8 ?y2.4?„ whip,b. • is . « , diflfespenc*- ;^ 
ppwardp of. 100,000 only ip tji» , cp»4gffirt 
lyhcn tbfrc.is np.reafon tp.fapppfe^lhi^.ttkse^ 
coqldjbc .fuch,^ differepcp !3iei)^<^B tihptxki.. P»; 
the cpntrary, they fc^a^ :f(HjBfiyly..tO;/havi9 k^A 
finftler ^houfes, pr .mpi;c , c^tagflj, .|lt»go.a«; pfSr- 
ient. Thus ft .?jqx»rs, ttbj^yt.thiftiacepiWf vs 
1 710 muft have been fHily an H0cfi;t4^n p^t)a 
patation, and is npt ,to \sie<tpl\f4iMfx^^Qf. th^ 
p^mber of peopie at that tinne,. apd: ip.tffll^ 4e^ 
before. The only tbiog. that, t^ .^yt^n : iP^^f^ 
to it, is the. known ability tpf the g^nfj^mfy 

who has mad? fp.gqod a u& pf JLt,),^4ifiP^EH 
pujed the pum^rp(,.pfople:;fr9Bpi(i^.a|vj|p§| 

time, as the^ appear to be ip the pCfSjC^Ql ij.4)iHl 
^t was .©ply from chaac? pi^d. :?^«lt», upd, 
not, froip, tjic .ccf tajn^r Pf the afiefmU:lfkkiii 
m^.^be ve/y,jBr^one9U$, iff thc.fifim^McWhkk 
it was, tak^n,. however., i^ agfpfs^^.^Hh -rfiftpflft- 
^nt J fp that, frqm itfc;? ?fis^n< \yc ,.p?ofl<>^; jb« 

certsiin. 
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I, ^betli^ 'tfee pfeopfe increafe or de- 
cPi^i' however we may learn their prcfctit 
fliitt^r. '■':•• \ -' ' * '' •' • -^ V - 

nqphe' a****^' i» 169*; as 'far as' we can 
tea^n, is- K&bleto none o£ thdfe objidtions and 
unofcrtamtks, ^icTi aj^ear in' this of 1710. 
'The holif^s were then aftually numbered for 
ftietiarxon bcatths,' as th^ were in* 17?^ for 
the^ window t^x, fo that thefe two' are by fat 
the; mofl ^likely to determine the iiumber of 
feafjJeafe^at time and the prcfent, and to de- 
cide thfefq^ftion concerni^ng their decreafe; of 
Whicfei'^k able hand whb computed their 
aumbersinpy 10 was- not apprifedi It is in- 
.<}dei{l f*fpe<ftcd bf the ingenious author of the 
Visi&^ cri the Corn Trade, whofe accuracy 
:ittd .jbtS^ment ^re fo confpicbous in the whole 
perfeftnafnce, that this account of the number 
6f bOttfts^ in 'il6^2 might have been from a 
xdjn^Utki&ii of DrlffaJ/e^y and is not there- 
.Ibrp to- bc^^^Wlied^ ufpon ; 'whence he conclndcs, 
tfbat theflubber of hoiiies in England^ fcims id 
ftave baarfythr fame for this ceri tury paft ; which 
opirtibA^jftfe 'Ihould'Jikewife^-b^ of, could' we 
€i&%nf^ttom for fui^edting ^nv fuch 'uncertain 
^ofiipifta^tj^dfth^ir number m 1692, which 
i^edounl'^i^s rath^ to have beentaken from an 
. ^«Uil huiheratiori for the tax bnhearths, as that 
tfc^Wi^lfteri fe»0^ ^HougbtoA; indeed, who 

. g5?tis^i^5 ^ateottnt, * tiSk lis- m the preceding Ictp 
. tfitfil ^t h6^ h^ tfee afec6anrt>f the number of 
ii^cs itt 'Englmd^^mii %xAi a comptifatiori ai 
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Dr. HaBiy^ but Ineslioes nfMt f(3ch for tht 
houfes ; ^ which he gives a )ift» aod ^at of 
the number in each county, as if it were from 
jfttcfaati actual liumecattioti^ nlher cba^ aoy un<- 
certam eoi&putation. If he had the account 
iron) aaiy fiich c^ulatiort, it :is .probable he 
iMFOuld hisive inefljtioiied it» as he does th4 ocbet 
for the nutuber of acres; or at kaft it waa a 
^at otniffion in him not to h^rexioRie k. /I!|bft 
doubt ia only to be ifolved by;a& account of the 
number of houfea which pad th» baarth^^las^ 
xA wfaidi we can find aone but thi^ aa k ia 
libOT&Hssortionad *^ 'UokftfiMiecdieraccdttfit 
is to be had, we cattA look upoa this in i6^ 
to he nauch more certain tlMsi that m lyits 
«mi to gif e a more certaia Ancodnt tof the dif* 
rference between the number #f people l|i shie 
{)cefent and former time8« 

In the mdaasttftie we may he pretty tiertain 
of the Bunab^ of peopte in Enghmi at prefeot^ 
4fom the aomber of houfrs taken In. ly^fl^ 
fwhich is confirmed by a like acCewit n ifs^9 
ivbHsa the inhabited hbufes were but 961,5789 
ae ^e have &id abovev ' Aft for die nuoc^^r of 
; people to tit houfe, k k genenfiy found to he 
fixy.aad^bat from an obfe^iraiffHi tkatevei^ 
marcta^ produces fmir * chiktoett( ibisaluu£b 
er &mily confifis of two adukSyttiwo yeittfaa^ 
and .tWQ chHdren, wfakk is immd to te^^be 
pnppoitkn of people according to their ages. 
%(mk indeed have made a donmabotit ifimato) 
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br C^rfiptK aodtlocigerss but as thefe muft 
llmlpfg to^fome.&oily id which they were. 
bwQ^ they ^6 ...11^01 . make . the ounaber^ of 
pepf4€\'mor6 thaa fix to a houfc^i or faaiily,^ 
wbprjeycr .they may refidc. From thefc op-. 
4jpunt8\tbQrtfo^e, the number of people in E^g* 
land cannot be* more . than £ve aiilliobs, fqvca 
l^uDdr^ a^idodd thouCands^, as we have inade 
tiaemabqvei.aot) as'it is.very piepbable, tb^^r 
.WiB^o^|^gh i^joQjXjpo more' in ]i6()2^ thej. 
awAi ba^ de^reaiSpd very confiderably £nce 
ibat tim^ . Siieba dpcrgafe of people inded( 
jfe«GM to ber.ujiavQkiable from their great coo-f 
cottfie to the.townq^. in which tliey decreafe 
v cry ^ faft ; ..ana »" tb<, country is theipeby de* 
£Bineid^:.we,«ani)at Bfive Iq/^ lej^ 10 that, than ^ 
xnUUon iaiKi ja half w^ centuryt and pe|v 

^aps. two millions ) eTpecjally if we confider^ 
^wui^aity ^o abra^^ i«id are taken off by the 
|iriBy-aqd XHi?y^ ^^ tKe f^me time that ibey 
ftDckto^thf Wwn^... \\ ._ 

.,.;Jf:wc could. at, the fame time determine the 
bumhei!^ |)eQplpih/iS^af/^/2a» we nUght know 
t]bc wboie. number, in Great Britain i bat o£ 
theffi Vie jBndi no certain account^ if it be not, 
llliB%^kk)ScotIam^ to be 

^hQ»t ^ wam\oiai.m!3i^ t half; and as thefe com- 
;pdkmalcm%i^^ truth, - they may 

ptobably.bc: iewer f it but of ^i^ a more certain 




* .Tbff ^oMtttitioa k made ^^ T^/N^m^A^ who at tble 
fame time makes Ibe number of people in Engiana eigne 
friiltioa^ and in IrHand but one million. 

Q;^ Account 
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aec6unt ~mi|;Kt bt haA frdtik the* wthdoir^tax/ 
wfhidi irfc fiavt Wot been inWe to J>roCtii«. flriis 
'{{ v^e ittdw J:,76o,t)oo for Etigiat^, fttttf* 
t J 00,000 jfor ScotUfkty ^ctT arc bat ft^*A 
miHtens of people ih 6/tae Btit^m; or fcVen 
iniltidAs and & hilf at thoft. Id IrehMi "tpkif 
Afey tirisf reck6taed to haVettoi i^bcrtre 4 tnttlion j 
Wh%h maizes the w'holi B^///^ to^kto M bottte 
lATt ^gbt Hiitifops; or eight lAilBons »fd a hailf 
dt moft ; ■ ^hicti is 'bat ^»f as thsrtnr as iher^ a^s 
ib 'Fr4^^: This tniift lp»fti(f to m btt< a ftn«ll 
fifdmW td dantf^e diod t!«tidi}ft thue itiany im^. 

porf^n'f tohcSittis 2^ M^ iAii&n both at bbme 
aha ibr6ad, boftim "Eiii^oj^,' Afta; AfHe(ry «tnd 
"America ', ^nd to ddfttid and fcctarc'thfe matijf 
Jxtenfivie Urrltdfi^ whii^ the nfatloh 'pdflMSJIr 
in 'thehi all, 6r td people a 't^^ part of fhWft i 
f6 that It woaid abundWitty at^pteSf, H»bat Wte 
have fo often inailcafedi th'attHis natldn wftdts 
hbl'hiflgmore than people, ^jftic^i!! pertwips 
fay, that it ftands in greatdr wS»i "ef fttoft^; 
l)ut people will alwaiys make money, ^hd bring 
both wealth and power to'a nation j efofcdally 
-w^her-fe Ihe^ "hsve fo 'rii^yj, *^d fbcft "iyultfttl 
funds to cultivate. '. ' '. ,f. ^ - 

ThiJB Teems to fiig^ft three qtiefttofls pf 
ho Ihiall ifnportance, Which"«rfe, 'tf-the |rtiB«*e 
of 'Brifqin are fq'few,''fr6rh; i^hft'''d6«i^;'^1^ 

{'' )f6ce'ed ? how tnay tlicy. bie iricre^d^'arid 
)ow many peopJe imght. this - iflaiul ^ ixiain- 
tain ? Thislaft may eafily be deterriiihSB'^era 
the contents of the,.whtHei. and the <juapti^y^o£ 
land that is requifite lo maintain every perfbn. 

Now 
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iqittare/i^jb Qsak^ 16 4ro acres, the contents of 
tb^ .livhi^e .are 5«ik^4SyOOo tcr^; bat Dr« 
Ha^, in the comput^ticm aborc^Aicndoned^ 
Bs«ic«s a* So torttain b»t zg millions of acr^sj 
»i»lt A^L^lieuiOfips iifed by hm wier^ci pfc^al)!^ 
oMrei 9pTi$^jtl^a ^ofe oiMe^,^ ftowt v^bkh 
t^^enwf emp^^ hi^ furvey of the'^iote^ 
the yk m%yh9 rngbeft the ^ruth. The qo^ivr 
iil}l4>f kod l)is^ e^ry^{)erran ia a, country .mayr 
^wfluif^ to ]^Pon^ them in food and raiment^ 
wi^j ay «3(|h* q^ceffarie? ^nd fppcrflujtie?, if 
iiipr«viin(^rt^in> and n^uft difFAr acpordipgtp 
<b#r^l anddamatei «nd manlier of living* Of 
.^iSj wc haViP nact wjth only one account froqi 
^QbJfclTl&oii m England, whic;h is given by Mr. 
M^tt^Mn m f^^ hu<bandfy« who makes it four 
^$fitm ; and obfc nie$i that this qaantity is aV- 
ioWfd for cottagers by the laus of the land, 
ai>d h p^nijxiQnlyf f^ffignc^ theotf. . By tlijs 

. ■ . ■ . - ■ ' 

.; ^ Evem^ js^rfipii requires fo much land for Corn ^nd other 
vegetable food ; for beer, or other drink ; for anim^ /odd ; 
for cloathing; and they cahnot do vi^ithout tools, which 
«niA^me» feom'tlkei land'; hefides Ibperfleities in dqgs and 
hf)9^9 3{^4^n8, parl|»^ f^fefts, j^c. To ^bich if we 
'add^ X^^#j j^on^ H[e,mp, Flax* ice, firewood," fencing, 
hea^7rws,'^&c;" the quariiily or four acres for every pe)-- 
'fori, iticW<ftii^^«fll ty Wk^ grdunfls, turfll hot appeal to he 
fV^fip%ihajh Ei^gthd^iifj^m^ tM expence of itving is fo 



*h«c i^s nq*part of thie world, in which tWs is fo well 
kAOWri, <»r miij ht'foy^W determined by ample expericuce, 

.'J i. .■,•'..'.. <^z- . ' ■ • 'as 
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computation or fonf icrts for every pcrfoo,*<in^ 
eluding the Wlfte lands, Er^ldhd^vfckMmv 


i i .ii'vi 


as in dfiw; where mafiy circuikAatice^, neosShftjt^o deh 
termine-Che quwutypf land that every^ 9^*V^ tft ^<^^*^^^ 
requires^ are to helmet. with,, but not in any Qthpf coun.trjf. 
We.kl^o^^/ For, 'i. that country has been afliially fur- 
Viyed ; 2 . the pebfie ^)»fere adually'nufnbeitd sfeer ihfe 7V-^ 
(or xonqueft ; • 3/ they h?ve «o foteigq p-jdc,/ .bltt mri!trMfr 
fift upQ'njtbe produce.o£ their Iaiui«,.w]uc^theyl^2n|^cd|-f, 
^vated to as great a helghth as the' aft of man Ajggeits^ 
Snd far beyond any thing that is to bfe 'ten in Europ^y by* 
nH accounts} 4. the doumr^^^has for ihany cemunilfc' ^Sliiiu- 
tallied afrnunypeop^ a^ it wiUweIl.>nwta*9Vai^f|W^ 
jhat , many are ftraitned jfor,a fubfipejyrc^.ajjd whrig n»io|»^. 
i^reobliged to live on the waters, and have hot (bmuch ai 
'i hab?tadon on the lahd. WoWf' upon'^lSm^iiS'rrft&atiorf W , 
<he people thj^e^were fouM CO \^iriOitami6ii^:^tSm^^ 

be above a fifth part. of the, people,. ^^SffmP 
•bers of Literati. Mandarins, Bonzes, iQiatdrs^'tnqnaHicms 
lirhofive on the water, were M- ^^tnj\^b\ii%^'9li^'J^^ 
Jrum^' a»d are va^y numefoqs \,^Min.nvt 



•Hacfre3.and two |hirds for each perfon. 'No^ if 'WtfcdftMer 
the greater . fertility of the foil aod.cliit^tei tbo.oMif^iiii^ 

,tural produftions uaknoyv»n in ,#W/j<» ^'which, .i^!ff jff 
food; the much greater improvement of agriculture j' ir 

'more frugal way'of living^ aud- that the)r*kfee{) fewoi^iib 

.horfes, gardens, pzrk,% (orei^Vv'or dT;eii^«i)Cii|fe4^fri^4fli0 



< it may be, is yet infuffi^^ietit t6^nMili^lO'it\ ilihab[lih:tj^. 
' lnx)rdcc for the .Ci6/«g^Cq.}je jh^ppy^ i^ v^er^.Ji^cgij^y 
^ that they pofT^fTed a country four times as large as thc^r 

* own. — A third ppt,of th^ , wouldf cftf em themselves 

* ^appy,' if tFiey had oil ly rice " eii'ougli to'fufeiift uppQ.' 
• gravels ofthejefuits^ VoU i. p. 81. 

maintain 


pbi^t^ f^bqpKt tfacc£ 

aiaM}^ S'^^^UiMtt^Qf axxe; uk^ kiqgdom ^ 
jnoft.^ ,Thi& dgrces with; the cempiitation o£« 

evbsy perfoRyamif ibppo&Sy thatia* fifth part* c^ 
lhe»cciuntry is \fr^At land; fodiatthtw arc but 
a^^^QPrOPA^fi^s fit'to cultivate^ which, would 
ma%i^ain :di/2|^30,x>t ofieople ^. Now;* as the mui^ 
Bet of ;jic*^Ie: in 'England is nigh fix milKons^ 
t&e tehole. cDuhtry/ would not nfiaintain above 
twtfii 4EGt^lk^ t^Vfp millions and an half^. at 
mefty mora- 'th^n it. now* contains. And : a^ a 
great: put[ of* it* h uncuhivated,* feemifngly ai 
iBUabH^19foald,mairiitain'tbat additional number 
o^ipe^fikv^theJandsi in ioultufe are not m^Kh 
p giBjce P th&ti' fttffidentto maihtain the prefeiit m^ 
I^JbUaots, and not nigh fq many as the natidik 
jfiqauts-.iFoi;,it$r«naaay.qon^:(expsand extenfive terp 
i>koriea faptb alThor^feeMnd^al^^ Therefore^ 
•jBSti kScpih'g^^^ which 

i^vSf.W^.^^^J^^P^^^ :^hb people^ muft be much 
jx^OfCjpfejadiiGial to ihis nation, than any feem 
fii^ iiei^i ^^^ or than we have reprefented it. By 
jj^at'jlile^i*^^^ will be impoffible for this nation 
AfypS^JQ, have. ,88 many people >as it requires; 
/morv^efpischHy ;j£ they^i would at the fame time 
.^%)!qtt,pw people muft requife 

;j^3r;.|;%ifipwa'ufe; Accordingly, though the 
Jt»d9aAfkEngiMdi\9St:Q}x\hmXcd with nothing 
"feyt^om^ yet (they dp'tKirt produce above one 
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*iP^[itlofophic^ Tlranfij^ione. Vol. xlix. p^ 278. 

. ^ . . thirty^ 


SXportW^g^oiitthtfUK^tf^ From: 

ail thf^ cpr)6d^rfitimi» kabtipdaotiy tppetr&«L 
how jieG«0aty St iii far this mtbn to extend its 
Agriimltii^ and to reduM the sumfacr of^horrt 
|mj itnd tM hcrfcs nwft pri>biliit ti;e fxfpr^ 
t4tfw tfOosrn^ aa we Jbave (ktd afaoire* . 
. ^5 ^r ths other BHfifk Uks ;: the gdetteA 
part of. lic^hnd H fobafren^ and the ictunasofb 
fdioy in the We^ Bigblfm^t thiat Cora Tery 
0ften wiU not rtpen in k| {b tbatit wduldoeiaiaA 
MO tiutiew people a it ib reckoned, not much 
ab()iire jbwo millions, or a»ioo,oQo rf-. flliaa 
the iiland of Gr^a/B/ifViiM viiould oot-nxriataia 
tborc ten millionfi of people^ or twelw at jnoft} 
tbout half as many more as arc la it. Buit as 
^irtiand is moiic froitful, and GDiskaios abooit 
.17^500,000 ocres^ allowing four fcs-oapliK pert- 
Ion, 0s in jBi^iStmi, finoethetooumry;i$ aa fra^ 
Ibttrif not more fo» it would at that raid mtakii* 
jtaio 4,400,000 peopfe ; and the ivrhoie Bfitifio 
f flies abont fifteen miUionav or fiicicea at wxA, 
^'^ twtee an many as they noweoatain^ Protli 
,thts., as well as oiany odiec oc^Iidd:^eio]i5$ k 
appears, how neceifitryit is fbrtfais nation^tfo 
iflifvove Ireland^ if flae would rh^e people <b 
^^nfeod b^ maay and exj^enfivt dominions^ abat 
id like the. taking in of wade aivd uncubasroiced 
olandfi» of .which.you<;acsrin the g^etteft «rMiir; 

- that 
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Ibdt kingdom k not ri«&ofied'tO eonfiSti abMre 
iiiaiUioti'of people, whereas by itttprbvifig tinrt; 
and e:tctaidit^ vour Agricultarein Bf^Ahtdy yoti 
liii|bt maikitaib at leaft ^vt ot fi)t inilHom of 
^tsople txton tfaati yoti have in tiiele two kiH»i 
doms alone. Afia this mavbe the moitSDdca^ 
iktVy 2i% France contains 88 ftiiliioiM c^ %cr»i 
and by their mord frugal way of lining cfa wge^ 
toMcdteod, althdigh the ootttrtty h Hot lb fi^it- 
Gilm ^f^«d, >h wi[>Qld maintain tft>t Idfe (fiaqi 
i^t fir ttniliobsd^ people, tiigh half a? many itiw« 
feiathey hate; ^though tb« h irotrfbotii 
fifx mrltiwi?:«iGre tharn the 'Brifffh'X^H tnklii 
hiiSiitaitt,1f they^rore doely culd^rttcd, mid^Stii 
jfortbBTeafotisgwen^bove *; ^^^ '^ ^^ 

, ^jHow aa- fiag^iiwd^ wotdd not fnJikitalti sbtrtrt 
ri^ or J^ne tniltions o£^ people, ^tid b greift 
yart o^itioroer viras ciihiratcd, it Woiild tAabify 
jqjpeatfi lixatf^there jievw wereeigbtifnaii&fts frt 
k/SKtCGarding to thectimmon eotnputatjon : anl 
fyoiti "Aiiis li[k:ciwi& It 'appears, th^t "^e 'nmiiher 
*^ pedpife)CSsnn&tt>e greater than wfc havein^de 
ihmi . This Iikewife4ncreafc8 the doubt, wht*» 
^ther^therr^sirere feven ihiHions mf peo|^ in ®^ 
i/^i»2/i'at/:di^ Rceolotion. From thisfotne tral 
Aerapt to infer, tSi^t we carinot iiave loft a mit- 
.""lioiar^ddr^aDlMlf br two mQlrons of people tttiho 
tcdnntry; arwe ijate faid i bar it would rather 
'appeaafi. thst We oannot ^^e IdH lefs, finee thtt 
i^toftbirMr Icaftis mamtained % tPrade and the 
Plantations, and not by the produce of the land ; 

•w - « « 

'"' •Note,p.8x. ^hj^^ 
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whidi for tb^t ceafon does oot maintain atuve 
four millioos of peoplej and but half as many a$ 
It IS capable of doing. _ 
.. . This lekdsvusjo confider the next queftiba, 
i£.tbe people of Britain are. fo few, how may 
j^^J.be mcrqafcd?., For, this there are twd 
ample fields, both by .improvements* at h6me4 
gnd la the many plantations of which the nar 
tion is.pofl^ffeq abroad. As for the firft, yoa 
will fiqd, thgijt>' aotwithftanding all the advan- 
tages of .trade, many: more people are to b6' 
aaaintained by agriculture. To live by trade, is 
t9 Kvp upon. others,, and to fake^a part of their 
fttbiiiftence which they want themfefves, or to 
iupply theni with Manufadlures which they may 
inake. Hence to g^in wealth by trade, you fhoula 
]bavc wealthy people to deal, with, otherwife 
:you .wnge't. no riches from them.. The gr^at 
f^nd for improvement, and for maintaining *'pf 

S0|4e,i is. therefore upon your own ^ native 
Pl|,,^whjcn you fecm to. negledt for others. 
ItijOiay be obferveH, that all countries are more 
jpniels opulent, according to the fertility of the 
Ji?i^^^ which is tfic great fund for maintaining 
mc people both. in necefTaries and Aiperfluities, 
or ri^jhirs. Our writers on trade, indeed, who 
.{pC9ito be unacgaainte4^ with agriculture, tett 
•USI ^e dired corrtrjiry/ artel that al] tquntrics 
arc more or Icfs opulent, In proportipn \6 their 
tra^ie, as may be fccn t>y Jiollarid' and Venice^ 
fay they : but we do not take di^fe to be counr- 
tfiest they are only ports to others, and that to 
... all 
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all 1^9 moil fruitful countries in Europe^ from 
which the riches and fubfiilence of thefe trad-* 
ing ftates proceed ; and for that reafon they are 
as precarious, as the policy of the flatcs oa 
which they rely. Were it not for the great 
territorial pofleffions of the Dutch in the Weji-^ 
Indies^ their income would be as inconfiderable 
as their country. Thus the only way to main- 
tain a number of people is by the produce of 
the land, and agriculture is the great fourcc, 
both of population, wealth and power. The 
greateft potentates on earth are under an eternal 
f^bjedJiion to the plough, and they are mod 
'powerful, who make the moft and beft ufe of 
it. • 

^^Digna tnanet divini gloria ruris^ 


u 


ft is juftly faid by a very great judge, 
\ Such as our employment is for people, fo many 
will our people be * ;** but agriculture maintains 
more people than all other employments put 
together, and none can be maintained without 
it. It lil^ewife breeds people at the fame time,- 
that it affords them a fubfiftenCe; and as thefe, 
want a maintenance from the land, agriculture^ 
ipiproves itfelf, by the people whom it breeds,, 
cre/fitque eundo., Aqd this is the more to be re^ 
gardpd in England^ as it appears from the ob^ 
f^rvaticm above-mentioned -f , which is there* 

♦ Chiid OD Trade, 
f Page 15. 
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fore of the utmoft confecjuence to this nalibri;^'' 
and ought to^Be carefully attended to, that there 
are no people bred in the kingdom but by agri- 
culture; by which > however, they iiicreafe fq 
faft, that in a (Hort tinie the land would heitber 
hold nor maintain them, were they to be 
rightly employed in hufbandry. Thus there' 
would be no want of people either \n Britain^ 
or Ireland^ were they to follow the occupatiba 
of hnfbandmen, and to cultivate their lands in 
Con for men, inftead of grafs for bcaift^. 
Without that ufe of the lands, which H (o per- 
verted to'lupport the luxury of a very few, this 
nation vvill rever be able to breed or maintain 
half tbiC people it wants. The Romans them- 
felves ficver ftood in fuch need of a lex agraria. 
as the EnglijJo. If you would have people in 
Britalriy you fliould follow the example 6fy^- 
faiiy vvhich is exadly in the fame fituation, 
confined to narrow bounds by the fea, a6d in 
want of land to maintain a number of people ; 
where, * among many excellent laws, which'. 
f relate to^agi*iculture, they have one, by vir- 
f tue of which, vvhocver dotfh not cultivate his 
' ground for the term of one year, forfeits his 
* title; and pofTcflion ^y and they are at as great 
care to ctilcivate their hinds entirely in Corn, 
and have little or no grafs iX. all, by which they 
maintain' five or .fix times as rhany pe6ple'as afre 
in the three Britijh ifles, although the threq 
Ifles oi "japan are not fo large, rtof nigfi' fa 

•{■ A>m;y>r's Hifiory of j5tf^<w, Vol.1, p. lai. 

fruitful. 
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'ftta^fih This number of pcaple tbejf arc ablp 
to maintain^ by improvegnicnts ,in agriculture 
which are unknown in Eurofi^, hoy/Qsct great 
tve reckon oiirs to be ; and by livipg almQft.cn,- 
tirdy on vegetable food ; whereas .in England 
we breed fo many beaifc> .that we extirpate 
theppopicbythem. 

Thus there is nothing .waflied tp pi:«)cure a 
•ittfficient number of people in B^itaw^ an^ 
ithat very foon^ but to employ. them in a. proper 
manner j which would render the n^tivali^a- 
iion of foreigners totally unneceflaryji 4thpugj;i 
ihatis other wife .dQemed ♦ to be much wanted. 
pQv this purpofe the land fhouldbe.apprppri- 
iated only to uich ufes> as contrihute to the /up- 
port of mankind. Com fhould be the chief* 
iand almoft only produce of the coyptry. .T\\\s 
is likewife the proper impro(vca)j^nt,for lrelqn4i 
^nd the way. to increafe the nupiber of people. 
JBy -that means alfp the. nation might preferye 
-the Corn 't'rade, which is otherwife likely to 
ije IqA: ; and would be as. great a prejudice^ as. 
many reckon it to be »a benefit to the nation, 
Avere we to have as many people in it as are 
W'a^ted. It would be impoffible for this na*** 
tibn to maintain nigh as many people as it re- 
quires^ ^ndat the fame tin^ to export Corn^ 
That only becomes an advantage from thi? want 
of people to confume it, whiqh we gaxi never 
Jiave without plenty of CoriTj nor,eveA>withgut 
the employing of people, ta raife it. But the 
breeding andfupporting of anuipbcr pf people 

R ? ' .^1 
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by that means would bo a much greater adir^riw 
tage to -the nation, -and, particularly to the 
landed in tereft, th«n the exportation of Com. 
A number of people would render Corn and 
land much more valuable than they are. Thfe ex- 
portation therefore, is only allowed as a tempo^ 
rary expedient, in order to encourage agricul- 
ture, till the people come to be fo niimerous 
by iti that they may confume all the Corn that 
tlie country produces. They would then find, 
thdt a fuppjy itom Inland^ which it is very 
capable of producing, would be the greatcft 
advantage to this nation; and is indeed ab- 
'folutely neceffary to maintain half the people 
that are wanted in E$igland. For this reafon 
we (bould encourage the Corn Trade in Ireland, 
m order to promote the agriculture of' the 
country, as much and rather more than in 
England.' That, may be the only way to keep 
-the trade from falling into the hands oi France, 
^when there are fuch frequent prohibitions of it 
in England. It isafure maxim in trade,* fays 
a very good judge*, all covet y all lofe. This 
•feems to be the proper improvement for JTr^- 
'hhdy which is fuitable both to the foil and cli- 
mate, and neceffary for the welfare and fupport 
•«f the whole nation, if it would ftudy to have 
as many people as it wants and requires. But 
inftefed of that, they there alfo turn the beft 
Corn lands into, grafs, and ftarve and extirpate 
thfe people with cattle, as they do va England 

* Sir Jofiah Child. - . 

with 
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\ylth horfes. By that means the people are de^ 
privedof theJ>enefit of their labor iQ.agricuU 
turej> thpy, thereby become fo poor and ml- 
fci:ablq.;jhe .country is. depopulated ^ and (AQt$ 
not po^ain a fourth part of the people that it i$ 
jcaipablc of maintaining. 

.♦ .Another caufe of the i^^ant of people in Ire-' 

Jflnd is the fowing of Hemp and Flax j which 

4s lookt upon as a great improvement, 9$ it 

Toxxy up doubt be in fuch a foil and clinis^c, 

where the people are fo few % but fo Iqng.as 

;thcy convjert their lands to that ' ufc, th?y will 

ji%vti b^ye any number of people* Hemp and 

.Flax deftroy the beft Corn lands, and deprive 

.the people of breacl, wherever they arefowed. 

vlt jis /or thisfeafon, that they are obiig^d.to 

Jiye. upon, potatoes, as the very beft Corp lands 

are not only occupied, but totally exh^ufted, 

by Hemp and Flax^ and they buy Corn for, 

(o; few pcpple. in fuch a: fruitful country. 5y 

.fuch a method of agriculture you will, nf^ycr 

juaintaipj people, but extirpate them, as rriiich 

as by keeping of cattle and horfes. iqftead 

f^ thepj.. It is to thefe two causes that 

jtjie, . depopulation of Ireland feems to , be 

chiefly owing. This we may learn from 

the exapiple of the Ukraine and parts, adjacent, 

jthofe rich and fruitful countries, . which forr- 

.merly o;irerran all Europe, when the people made 

j)Qthing l^ut Corn ; but by the planting of fuch 

quantises of Hemp and Flax, as they now 

make, they have hardly any people in thqm, 

' 3 * / ' and 
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a^id.can never, rnaintain any number upon tlieW 
poifoncus weeds, which deprive them of Corri 
to eat. It is for this reafon, ihat moft df the 
landlords in England will not fuffer their lancf^ 
to be fown with Hemp or Flax, under a pe- 
nalty of five pounds an acre. However this 
nation may i?^ant thofe commodities, and not- 
withftandirtg the foil and dimatc are both fit to 
produce jthem, yet Britain is obliged to expend 
^reat fums for them, and can never have them 
'of her own growth, without a much grcatei? ; 
^ols in pepple, than they are worth. For the 
fame refifon thefe jflands will ^never produce any 
quantities oi timber ^ iron^^'Pitch\'^dr^ P'o'L 
ajhy arid many other valuable and jieceflarjr 
commodities. Thefe the nation is deprived of 
for want of land, and of many others by the 
cljmale. 

Thus, befides pepple, l^ritain wants qiany 
of the moft valuable and nepeffitry commddities. 
ihTot to mention ^/W and Oil, fhe has neither 
JSemp, Flax^ ^ilk not Cotton, the mahufac* 
tures of which are reckoned to be equal to the 
woollen. — She has not even Wool, to carry on 
that great branch of her Trade and manufac- 
tures.-! — She is without that necefiary article of 
Irofii -and is obliged to import two or three and * 
thirty thdufahd tons a year, when flic makes 
but fourteen thoufand,of her own— And not- 
withftanding the great occafion the nation has 
for trade and navigation, yet Britain produces 
neither materials '^for jhip-buiUing^ nor namal 

Jlores'f 
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JitQrefi but itf obliged to ki\port great qpwititics 
of tjhefe frotn foreign countrieSi at the fame 
time d^iat mou of her fhips are built in the 
plantations, and large . fijpplies of ^ naval ilores^ 
come from thchce.-r-It is upon thefe and the 
hlce commodiiies, that this nation expends it$ 
treafure to th? ^imount of four or five millions 
a; year, whicl? taight be all fayed by getting 
then^ /rom- the plantations 3 befides all the ad* 
vantages of the nayigation, wh]ch are equal to 
half their value. 

. Thus Britain is a country of nwinufaduTes 
without nfltateriah*— a trading nation writhout 
commodities to trade upon-^— and a .maritime 
power without either naval ftores, or materials 
for ihip-bi^ildingt-rlt is this fituation, that ren-: 
ders both trade and plantations fp effentially ne- 
cclTary, for the fupipoft of this nation^ as well 
as agriculture. By fhefe as many people are 
perhaps maintained ki Britain j as by the pro- 
duce of the lands. It is faid by a very good 
judge, that *' every EngUJbman in the plan- 
tations /create? employment for. four at 
bome^j" but if wcoftly.fuppofe, that every 
perfon there enaplpys: one at home, the; three 
millions of people vsre have in America i witfe 
AJia and Africa^ will alnjoft maintain as many ^ 
in Britain^ which are nigh half the people. And 
as the colonies increafg io fadj if you find enir. 

• Chili oq Tradet 

ployments 
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ployments for them, to fapport the nation at 
home, .'and make thent tnutually fuppjjr one 
another, thfe manner df doing whfch was the 
firft defiga of this difcourfe, you might have 
twice as ipany people in Britain^ as the land 
would maintain. By that nican^ Britain might 
vye with all its enemies and rivals^ and 'main- 
tain more people than all France. It was not 
for nothing, therefore, as many who do not 
underftand trade would perfaade thcmfdvcs^ that 
this nation endeavoured to defend and fecure her . 
pofleflions abroad. It is for the fake 6f trade, tTiat 
fo many people flock to the towns m Britain, 
which are entirely fupported by it ; the chief 
and moft profitable branches of which are to 
the plantations. Were it not for thefi^ advan- 
tages' of trade, both ^he trading and manufac- 
'taring towns of England^ and efpecially this 
capital, would dwindle and go to decay, much 
fafter than they have throve ; and the people 
would • decreafe in them likewife, more thaa 
they appear to have done in the country. 
This kingdom would fuffer ftill more in its 
finances, whatever bad fituation they may al-' 
ready be in. The three articles of tobacco, 
lRic€y and Fijh alone, bring in a ballancc of 
trade to Britain of at leaft a million a year ; 
not to mention fugar, fhips, naval (lores, and 
many other articles which (he both vends, and 
requires for her own ufe \ without which this 
pation would foon be drained pf every farthing 

of 
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t)f ,t^ofiey it has,; and might be irifultcd by 
tvety fining vcflel upon her own coafts, 

./ . It thcfc things ate confldered, this nutioii 

.tpold pot iubiin:^ as ati independent ftate^ 

: without her colonics ; iand would neither be 
ihlc to maintain any number of people at 
faotne^ nor to defend herfelf dgaind her ene* 
mies abroad^ We need ptily mention what 
happened in the year 1718, when the Swedet 

, and Ruffians leagued together to deprive Britain 
c^twoalftoreU and wpuld alloVtr none to be ex-» 

i^rted pat of theii" dominions, but in theif 
own d^ips, and at their own exorbitant prices j 

/^rfiich muft foon have ruined the trade and na-» 
vigatioi^ of this kingdom : But proper meafures 
being concerted for getting thofe riecefTary ar- 
ticles from the colonies, they were immedi* 
ately attended with the deiired fuccefs, and 

.Britain had not only a fufficient fupply for her 
own ufe, but great quantities to export j by that 
ixieans> pitch and tar fell from the exorbitant 
price of three pounds a barrel, which the horth- 

.j«rn powers had fet upon it, to fifteen (hillings 
a barrel, and other naval ftores in proportion * ; 
befidas which this nation (lands in as great need 
of many other as nece(rary and ufeful articlcS| 
which are# or itiight be, as cafily obtained 
from the colonies *. Let f hofe thei-efore who 
vould fay> that the colonies nliift be the ruin 
jOf this nation, confider its condition and (itu-> 

, # S«e &#^ on Tradtf« * 
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9tion ; if tfaey itre^ it ^ap oply be % tt^ pii^ 
management. 

From this ^e piay fee bpt^ tl^c of? of colo- 
nies, and the d9%i VnA intent of Iflttl^jg t^fi^ | 
which is,. tQ (\ip|>ly the nation ^th itu^^xwn* 
;nodities as (be hgs not of jier piiv^> %nd 49 
pvrchafe ^heir oc^effari^s fropa Si^itim bjf tht 
means. They fhould fuj>ply thw (9QM»«. 
country wit)b ti^e i^aterijtls,. qf w^ic^ jQi^ j^ 
icw or no«M? qf hei; own, ajifl |pt ^feft .ff^fiur ' 
fe«aures for thciii. By th?i| nv^t^s %jr WflW^si , 
aid an^ affift, 91K} f^pp^rt. Qm ^o^ j $t^ 
conncftio^ ^n.d 4?pf iidani» yirc^^ ^ QHM 
and reciprocal and C9nf<^p^j^ ;l|^ %l4 
fccurc. |t,i8byfq.ch^pj!flal?JjflM?»,ei|t iko^^ 
that a][(»3e^ th^y^rit^tn can fijthfer;^9|> db(t hj^ 
^efit, oi[ prpfsrve t|je allegiapqe p| % ?p<a|6|j^ 
fir that they cajn fubfift by %, ^^m^mff MUPft 
^ her. If they were to b^ ^(l^lrtJ?^e4qp<|«^ f 
footing, their ayegiaope. ajui cl^p«)4jt^MW9i4!i 
be as fecure and lifting, a% tjip ,)^v9|i^|g0t 
leaped Jt)y. \t ^puld fee gre^j ,ap4 QSn^ftgif^ 
When th,e cojpnifs nj^c ^ph C«lfn9994^;il» . 
are wanted in ^rifajn^ of wfejfck ^llW / 
many, they depend jipon l^r, {{)f thj^ ve^l, 
thefe their Mpduas, .pi^. y^^i^^ ^x. ^n'y %- 
their daily fobfiftence j v?^ 1^ 9rii^9 i?.«fc# 
beft market in the worU foi; %h fimmiM^. 
Uiat mql^^s th^ir dcppnjljyace tHw »n|;w4: §^ 
intereft rules, tl^e wprM, Thf?> .c^bnwjs, ^\(y^ 
make ftaple commodities for Br^ff^ .f:9|uld{ 
not fubfift without her ^tbej^whp. SAdkeJKMie . 
I , , ?awjofr : 
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cannot live by hdh This is thcwfore fhe way 
botli to govern the coIonieSy to fecure fhetr alle- 
giistftce arid 4epeh^a«te, and to reap the benefit 
of theto. Marny ifit&ed t&ihic oi nothing feut 
keisi|jing IheiA irt futfjc<3rion by the rules and 
ipt^kx of ^bi6rhtii6hi ; bat the firft thing ta 
be ebfificferfei} ih governing any people wmt- 
cfel^i. fey h<5W^ t**?^ arc to fuBfift under tftat 
gov^€*hA*!it W^hdiit V^hich it Will be very 
ditHftuft fb k^ep thehi either ih awfe 6r order. 
A fc#^ ft^ple idm#ibdit!esr would govern the 
c6ft§t5fe§,- rfftidh befftt^ than ill the laws or re- 
gul'^ieiiisf tKat were ever* thought of, and none 
can be e9k&tk\ ^Itfiout them. So long as they 
protftiee nc^ffifeg wanted ih Britain^ they can 
nc^ti' Kve ittid^r hfer gdvernment, without 
gresrf eoiift^lalttls bn both lidbs; they cannot 
thcfftf veftd flicfr pr6duc?s in Britain^ on whkh 
they fc^ for z mbfiffehce, and muft depend od 
d0n^^f»m%ti^ chief part of their fupport, 
as v*e ftsH^ ftid abotib. 

B«ff rfbfrwthftaTfdiri|; the many colonies which 
this hrffioW Ms, ^^^f rcw people iri Britatn feem 
t6 knov^ vl4iit af coteiiy is, or fliould be, and are 
fflll' Ifefs acquainted with thofe in North America. 
Colonies (hould live /w^r^^ by their Agriculture^ 
i^rithout eJther Mlanufadtures, or Trade, but 
what is confined to their Mother Country 5 a 
W2ty of Uving of vt^hich there are no inftances iii 
alfify |Jafrt of the vrorld, and which for that reafon 
is fbjittte underftood. To maintain a num- 
ber of people in that manner, merely by 
the pfodece of laikk, requifes ten^ times more 

S 2 land 
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lat)d than many. Wo\iId allow tbem> while . 
the colonics in North America have not above 
tenth part of what many people imagine. TBey 
are limited both on the North and Weft by 
chalos of barren mountains, one beyond an* 
other, which coofine them to a very narrow flip 
of land alorfg the fea coaft. Within thefc bounds 
£il| our colonies make but three difFcrent and 
diftindt countries, atid thofe of na great extent. 
The four northern colonies are exaftly fuch an- , 
other country as Scotland^ and of the fame di-» 
meniions ; the foil js as poor, and the climate 
much >?forfe.. — The two Tobacco colonies, 
Virgmm ^nd Marylawi^ adjacent to thefe, are . 
;aboqt as large as one half of Englandf and not 
fo large as trelfinJ.^^Thc two Southern or Rice 
colonies, . North and South Carolina^ are a little 
larger than England^ but as berreQ and un- 
Jiealthful, as this is the feverfeof botb,< — Thus 
thcBritiJb Plantations iji North ]^mertca make 
three different countries, the Northern, the 
Middle, and Southern cc4onies, which, may be 
pompared to the three Britijh ifles at home, 

and are abput as large *.r— Of this it i$ but a 

very 

* From a careful c?t?mination of th«ir federal fwrvcys, , 
»nd a comparifon of them with the obfervattons of the lon- 
gitude and latitude, too long to be here inferted, Jt appears, 
that New-England and New-Totk^ whictl ant one and tha 
f^xnt country, divided only by ^ row of trees m^it^e^ in the 
lyoods, or a little brook, make abou^ three degrees of lon^-r 
tudp, and two of latitude, or about i6,6oo fqoare miles; 
below the barren mountains which furround them both in 

thp North »«d Wpft } and if wc wke ?}1 tbc mountainji out 
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very fmall fpot, that prp^uces any thing for 
Britain I no;;,PD^uch jqaiore than a few Tobacco 
pl^ifftptiofis. wl^ich havp been lately fettled in the 
middle ^olpajcsi (the f eft heing worn out with 
Vt^ qx;^9Aifting weed), and the Rice, grounds or 
&warop?,ojt Carolina J which are fp uhhealthful, 
ibat^jthfy^dcftroy mare people than they arc per- 
haps .W;9^^^bi ^^^ly ^o tbis nation, which 
w^uits notj^ing more than people^ both at liomc 
aftij ^pai\.f^Thc climate in the Northern, and 
- •/ *;t"r.r,. ^ . r , . tnc 


• r 


of this, which arc fo barren ttiat they are quite bald on top, 
and hardly produce a tree or a bufh, both from the nature of 
the foil toA dfmate) it would reduce them to a fllocii nar- 
rower €ompa<9. 
: NnvJ^r/ixi^znd ti^ inhabited parts, of P^mfyhania^ 

^belpw the mountains, wHich are likewife one and the fame 
country, tihake'tiwo degrees of ktitude, and two of longi- 
tude, dr abdnt )fi, 000 fi]uare miles; this makes 27,000 

rfqaare^iuJca for liie four Ntrth^ln colonies 1 and Scotland^ 

*by Tifi^l^vlji purvey, corjtains 27,794.. 

P^rgtmamd Maryland again make one country, lying on 
ChefapedK^Bil^^ which, with tlie many large nv«rs that fall 

'^mt6f^ ^^Si'htA^ ajthird part 9f jtbe <;ount|ry for a great 

, tHfiancc/iromi^e iea, and if we dedu&thefe, the whole con- 
taif^ about ^i^tQcofquare.miles.-^By the accurate furveys 

' ojrLbrd FaiijaX^s territories iri the middle of the country, it 
is but 115 miles broad from Chefapeak Bay to the mountains 
in a ftraight line ; and it cannot be more, fince they reckon 
but 140 miles on r crook:ed road^ 

N^rth ^i(id $p^ Carolina ZTC z$ large as all the other 
, 6x.ta]ce.n tQgeU>er, bielow the mountains, and contain about ' 

(51,000 fqi^^re miles, with the befl part of dorgia. This 
oi^kt^ loa^sOOO fquare miles for all the eight colonies. If 
we allpw. them 105,000,. which is the dimehfions of* 
Qrtai Britcimni Ireland, it is as niuch as they contain, 
spd of tbi»t a great part is ftrkdiy barreo*. 

/ The 
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the Rarrcnncft of die foil ili (bt Sotrthcni, rehcfef 
them unfk. to prodtrce arty tfiihgof conftquericc, 
tht!t this natfefr wants ffoitt th^em, that is, for 
'Britip colonies. — If is only firort the 4rfl! to the 
3 6rh degree of hctitude, oirfrofti the to^?^ of 
Ne^-Totk to the middle of North Q&oHnaj that 
i^fe ti:Kti with a tolerable good foil and dimate iii 
afi that Contineht, on this fide of the mountains 
which /urroudd theno; and of that it is hot 
oAe half that produces any thing fof Brttam."^ 
If ^e go beyond this, either to the North or 
South, the lands grow worfe, till tbey end in bare 
r6cks, covered witli fnow, in the-ene, or batreh 
fan4s^ ibdfchi^d mtb the. Ann in the other ^ if it 
be not here and there in a fpot uwm die ^e of 
a- rWdr, no broader thdn a haridKerohtitf.--5i^ 
part of that Continent is fit for Agriculture^ to 
the northward of the 43d degree of latitude, 
as Would ^peat frocd d^^diie decouw eif k; 
and even there it does ribt brbduce Ct^n to i4ti 
in* t^e ^eA: pait pf it^- for Hie. few people who 
are aireaify in it^^^abcTflie Southi^ft ^artsa^ii»MU 


T*h* Britijb d6iritn1oris in North jfmmca^ from the Kbrth 
Polcf to tfic Giilf of Mexico, contain about i,6oo,OC6 fquare 
friiies atfiiolt; of i^hicfi oh^ half h cohfl^htly iV6zen) aind 
does hot {product fdniuefi aft a tfei^ <tf a BuJQ), or a blade of 
grafs ; two thirds are uninhabitalAel for iiit Actit rii&>ti ; 
and three fourths of tbefe territories ^ill nbt ff6dutS the 
l^ceSarieis of lifjr, at leall by Agricultui'e. ft is only tlic 
remaining foiifth part that is fit to culfivate^ and of tKiV 
oiir toloi^ies polTefs but a feiifdi part", or a^ fixteehtb pir't df 
t£e whole; and caiinot well extend their fettlements^ (b as 
td keep up a correfpondence witli Britairty till th^ pafs th'cf 

momtaiofi which fiJrYoundibein^ and fettle on A€ mijfij^ppi. 

rather 
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^y fge W)r«fc*o 'fe** na^^n- 5 and hu^«j pjsuff 
is jipt ^t bx }ffi^ffi fix Jl^Vfty tjf Pi^nfers, in. 
^ch w(fa)^ra^9n4 iin|)e«kb^i ciim^a ami 

Tins i? m. gwwwd « *iw^ 9f <hc ^^<)$ qcAq- 

jfi^i^ ff^r^ 4mric^t M^h iPttft fee Kn«nKa 

%> aU who awe acqftsw^ Vi«h ll»8^ JS mfloy 
pt>^^ tp^ tte. To give 9^ p$«tlpM4v^ iKicdufit «! 
%9y «««f^ tfa^Pla V««I4 fieq^^k-^ « t$i«9tik <4kh 

.^tkfi c\imflt^i^ ^^Urii 4ffiettk4 alone MSiwU 
C^qmre %ma«li Aoi»g«F <r««^C« t|^9 tt»e qhe wo 

9»4n)r, aM; t9. ^«aiijii|!Gtaii4ddii%pQiAt ^ »9tiaQ. 
11404$ <)»^«1}» 4ip^ ^f Mli» 90«n«ftQdtties, aa 

4iiA IjCAQiideJige: «| i^elSe) ^^efore, we €an foraar 
i»o jwii^qpfr <!ft0O(?raiiigtlijB cobijics, %iKi 8u*eh. 
1^ <jtf ^ iattreft of U^i$ iiatuM) u) thena. Btit 

of jMiy QiM (^^bifll'%. orJc^e&fiptiQO of ibetoir^ 
ioQM;^ ^(^y iQK^ld fodk? the tail* df this difr 
CQUcCe igqeb k>i;iger ^ao the body< 

To l^ji^. n).e;:ely by ^ripuMiV<u aad,t<»pivf ^«& 
9U tbdR fl|^dk4fl$'. !t>^, ihfr prodticc. of it, 9$ aI^ oor 
JLonies Qa^^H^ afvi wo^ld d9» if they cojay, ^ 
much mpr^ i^ifficultlo fui^h a ibi! a(}4 climate .«» 
iV£!r/)& jimerUa, than, in any otbw part of the 

world ; 
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world ; ii IS fo difiical^ that it h abfdutel^ idl^ 
pradicable in ciiai^ ' erf* them ; while thefe af ^ 
the only people tti the world who are obliged to 
fubfift in that manner. To live by plantings as it 
is called, or by the miaking of their prefent ftaple 
commodities for Britmrif it is found from daily 
experience in the Tobacco colonies, where they 
have hitherto fubfifted in that manneTi that 2 
Planter flieuld have forty or fifty acres of knd for 
every Labourer $ wher^ they are reduced to lefs^r 
they are foon obliged to leave off that manner of. 
living ; that quantity of hoid is required not only 
to produce their ftaple commodities^ and tofupply 
them with frefli lands as they wear out, but to 
afford a large range forthdr flock, which (hould 
in a manner maintain themfelves^ while the people 
beftow their time and labour upon' thdr flaple 
commodities for Britain^ otherwife they cannot 
live by them ; But it appears^ frdm a particular 
inquiry into the number of people and quantity 
of land, that in many of thefe coloniea tl^y haver 
but ten or twelve acres a' head; in others not 
above twenty 5 and not a fufiicient quantity ii> 
any of them, to live merely by making Tobacco, 
Hemp or Flax, if it be not in the Southern or Rice 
colonies, where the land will neither breed peo- 
ple, nor produce any thing. But if the colo-' 
nies thus want land to fubfift by their Agricul^ 
ture at prefent, that isy to live by a dependanee oa 
their Mother Country^ what can wc expe€t firomt 
them in twenty or thirty yca^s, which foon 
come fa^bout in a nation^ when their numbers^ 
may be double I It will then be ;as im|)f a£ticablo 
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for thetn.CD purcfaafe their Manufadures from 
Britain^ or to lire^in that ftate of depcndance on 
their Mother Country^ as it would be for Britoin 
to purchtlb atltheManufa<!ilure& (he uics, without 
making or felioigany • We have faid above, that 
the people oi Britain would requicefour acres of 
land armad to maintaio th?m,and in North jime^ 
rica ten or twrive would not.be fufficient to fub^ 
fjA in the iame manner, for the jjpafoos before 
mentioned* It would therefore ji^e one fmiie^ 
tofe6>^^ a ^ueftion of importance propofed to the 
^^ pnbfio^'V in which it is alledged, that thefe 
colcMieatnight live on an acre and an half of 
]and:for^ea€l\ perfon> as the ^mans^ Sa-^ 
bin^if and we know not who, did ui the days 
of yere, it is pretended (probably on rapine and 
pluinder); and. that thcfo colonies may fpoU the 
manufadares of Britain by purcbafing too 
many of them ! But all our late accounts of 
the colonies fcem to be .of a piece with this, 
to be as wide of the truth, and as diredly con- 
trary to the intereft and welfare of this nation. 
ITo confine them even to their prefent bounds, 
is to oblige i them to become independant of 
their mother country, whether they will or 
not. And this is the more to be regarded, 
efpecially in Britain^ as . the people in the co* 
lonies muft increafe and multiply much fafter, 
than they do here; fioce they Jive almoft en- 
tirely by their agriaricure, the only fource of 
population, perhaps, in any part of the world ; 
which we have been fo particular in explaiping 
for that reafon. C 

T All 
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All this would abundantly appear fpom t 
due account of the coianics^ of the foil and 
climaie of North America, and of what thcjr 
produMi or may be fit to yiehi for the benefit 
of the nbthoo; of whrch we can Ottly < hem 
give a general view } the partiMlars mu^ be 
reierved fa an account 0/ tie .property ami in*^ 
tere/i ^.'Great firkain in North Americaf and a; 
particulaf.deferiptiQD of that Condnent, cottf^ 
pared whh the other parts of the worid» kf 
wtuch we may be abie to form a boner jitt%e4 
meAt coocerning it. We caoi here only give a 
gener^view of their ftapte commodkiea^ 00 
which the intereft of the natfon more imme^ 
lately depeods; from which itwitl appMr^ 
that thefe colonies can never purchafe ffaekr 
necefTaries from Britom, or fubfill by that ^ 
dc^end^nce upon hor^ by the pncftmt ftatoof 
their agri€ulture.«~It is cxftQiid, ikef (kMoH 
do t^ps by means of ToAecca^ bJ^o^ Hemp 
and F/ax, which ate the maO^ udfiiitable to 
their ibil, and the two laft to the. (ilimate) of 
any thbg almoO: that ^ows; and it isimprae- 
ticable to make thefe or any. other prodttdsose 
of the earih) wbich Aeitfaer agvee widi the {6i 
nor climate^ the flaple of any country whaci- 
ever. — Thefe commodities require the very 
bed and richeft lands, :wheicas their lands are 
very poor jand mean.-~Tobaccd is one of thctfc 
rank and poifonous-weeds^ "which only grow 
on rottc0 iotU.and. dungbili;Sf^ iftich: as irefii 
wood \mds, acd will BOt thrive ooany others. 
— TQ.n^ake Tobacco, Indigo, Hso^otPlax, 

^ ' cfpccially 
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cfpe^allydfi their lande, requires more manure 
than thole vile commodkies ^te worthy and 
ifeoire then can poflibly be had for them in the 
&nl and <:iknale of North Ankrka^ which pro* 
duce fo Itttie or no gra(s*«^The length and fe« 
Mfity of the winters in the Northern colonies, 
and thebftdnefa of the pafturage in the Southern, 
lender it impraSicabk to maintain ftocks of 
cattle fufficirac to manure lands for theie com* 
modities, which their bnds will not produce, 
without, great qisantities of manure. — In the 
ftcrtherncolonies tbeyare obliged to expend their 
inarAire on tJbek Corn and grafs grounds, and 
have none to Ipare for Hemp and Plax ; i« the 
tobacco colonies that weed would require more 
llianare than any country affords, and tnore than 
^ the cattle and hor(cs in ^"England yield ; and 
in the fouthem qdonies their fcorching fands in 
fi hot climate will not take manure, b/ which 
Ifeey are good for nothing, and much Icfs to 
produce fuch commodities as thefe, which many 
think &ould be their ftaple. — Thcfe and the 
)ike commodities rob the earth of all the nou* 
tfilhiaient in it^ and all die manure upon it, 
while they afford no fuftenance to any thing ; 
^nd (theroDy. ilarve both man and beail, as our 
Planters pornplftin every day, while we are lay- 
ing taxes upon them here«<-M«*At the fame time 
they are obliged %o pl^nt JnJian Com, which, 
by Its great fubftance and large fprcading root, 
exhau(ts the. fubftance <^ the earth, as much 
as thcfe their ftaple commodities ; and both 
togdther deprive the people of the tery ncccf- 

T ? farics 
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farics of life, inftcad of affording them a fob- 
fiftence, by purchafing iheir neceffafies from 
Britain, as many, vfhoappear to be totally un* 
acquainted -with thofe things, ima^ne they 

fliould; * 

By thcfc means their lands are fdexhauftcd, 
that they do not produce above a third ^part of. 
what they ufed to . do. Formerly they made 
three and four hogflieads of tobacco* a ihare, 
that is, for every labourer, where they cannot 
now make one; and they ufed to have fifty and 
fixty bufheis pf Corn to an acre of land, where 
they now reckon twetity 4 good ,crop. Thus 
their land^ do not produce ^bove a third part of 
what they did formerly, when thiey wepc frc(h 
^nd fertile, while the people are twice or thrice 
'as numerous, and require the produce of their 
'Jands for their own ufe; inftead.of being able to 
pay taxes, or even tp piirchafe abfoluteneceflaries^ 
. It is by thcfe means, that Corn is three Or 
four times as dear as it was only twenly years 
:ag6 5 it is as dear in the colonies as in Rng^ 
/and,' znd will foon be much dearer, if tlic 
people increafe and multiply at the rate they do, 
and exhauft their lands by planting thefe and 
.the like commodities. The confcqpence of 
,this is, it not only renders them unable to plant 
any thing for Britain, before the neceflariee of 
life ; but as Tobacco, Hemp and Flax escbauft 
their Corn and Grafs grounds, they hinder the 
'people to raife flocks of cattle, either for their 
fubfiftence, or to manure their lands for thefe 
f rop5, and oblige them to keep flock? of fliecp ; 

^hereby 
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tbuKby fopl^yiog <hem iwith the jnaterials 
botl* ,of itbsfk hempen I lincn> and wooUco ma- 
ijuf^£kUf«§* while thpy obftrud the growing of 
cither Qommpdities to puicbafe ^ thcfe their ne-^ 
Qcflaries from Brifain.-Sut none feem to con- 
fider the^ nepeS9fiea<of life in the colonies ; tho 
fisft thins t;obe confidered in all countries^ and 
Oiore e&N^aUy.on plantations, where they have; 
ISP.ixiarJk^Si for pEovifions; thcfe every, one la 
fiibUggd to. make for their own ufe, and therehy 
Sifaftei^diconfame, twice or thrice as much as 
^bsy Ado in .other countries, . where they fell the 
pjjoduce 9f j their farms, and . fuppdy themfelves 
jit iiq^k^t§« i < , r > . 

It Xhefeccol^ie^ have hitherto fubfided npoo 
the.:gleafti»g? of the wood^ and the fertility of 
jh^vfrieflj ijwood l^nds, which is very^reat at 
^rilAoHisp^Iyihefe that produce any quantity 
idTofytsi^o.iHtmp^ or Flax, or any plenty of 
the oA^eiJ^afje^s of life;, thefe they are at r fir ft 
ci^ligedi to plant with foch crops, in order to ex* 
:hattft the;4uxunant fertility of frefh wood lands, 
.find briog them into culture and tillage ; but as 
J^cm^ jh^it is worn out, which is in three or 
four 5?ejirs. at moil, they are under as great a 
jnecfifljty of leaving off that method of planting, 
:and makiog . thefe ftaple commodities for BrJ-- 
j/^/»...: Itjs for thefe reafons, that moft of our 
Biaiiters have been obliged to leave off planting 
.altogether, Jnftead. of making improvements in 
it; with:fuch cqmp^oditieaas Hemp and Flax. 
.Moft oif our Tobacco plantations are broke up, 
and Ivirofid into Corn and Failure Grounds, 
•• , which 
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iii4iich procktce lidthing but Corn, Cattle, and 
WooU tbe ftaple of Britain ^ which will Iboti 
become the only ft^ple of all thcfa colonies^ 
wi^out fome other methods of Agriculture j 
and that flate we only haften and precipitatd 
them intOj by Wanting Hemp and Flax; 

This ftate of the colonies is more to be re^ 
garded, as their pa(hires will not maintaUi large 
cattle, and are only £t to feed iheep and goats, 
on which they moft fubiift, as pec^e do m th« 
like foil and dimate m all parts of the world* 
Their Wool is likewife better than the Endifl^^ 
it leaft in the Soutliern colonres $ it is of the 
fame kind with the Spanijh Wool, or ciitled 
aod fi^zzled Ifkclhait^ iind might foe rendered as 
fine by the fame management. Sheep likewiril 
icaftntalti tbcm&lves, in thefe Southern Colonies, 
throQghoot the whole year, withoOt coft or 
trombhr. Thus by the itep which the coidnies 
have lately taken, to raife all the (heep they can, 
daey will ibo»n have plenty of Wool* Widi iSm 
they have already miade Cloth worth twelve 
{hillings a yard, which k as good as any that ii 
made of Englijfh WooL Some of their Wool 
has been fcnt to England^ where k fold for the 
price of die beft ; although this was from a 
commfon Tobacco plantation, where no care 
hoi been taken of k, iince Jlmeriva has been 
fettled. This may perhaps be lodced upon by 
fome "ts- a iofs to Bngland ; but if (he would 
.ihidy to make a right and proper ufe of her 
.colonies,' this might, he pf more fervice to her, 
tbaa any one tmng^ they are tapable dT pro- 
ducing. 


P A R T IT; Mii 

ducitig. If the Spaniardf facce^ in tbisir at« 
tempt to mapu&Oure their Wool, England tni(f 
waat it from the' colooiea^ more than any other, 
commodities^ as it is well kaown, thene is Qot a 
iiogle pieqe of fine Cloth tn^d^ im J^f^land 
witi^Qut Spanijh WooL-rr-We.re we to copfidpr 
the proper improvementa for the coloyoics iob 
North America^ ^ \ flaould be the very firft, 
of them. They hsi\^ already WooJ enoiighg, 
which IS as fit for their ufe, a? if it were fiaer,^ 
and the only way to hinder th/sm to. ina^&{> 
ture ^r i^ to improve it fo s^ to make it fit |ip 
fend to England^ in order to purx^aip thsir. 
Manofa€t0te8^ inflead of Qiaking tjhen^ and to 
i^pply the place of Spam/h Wool; and if 
that were rightly fet about, it might be, eafily; 
doflci 

Tn order to prevent this (late of thje colonies, 
and to ftipply them with a proper flaple Qom^ 
modity for Britain^ nothing fcems to be 
thought of but Hemp and Flax j but it fhews 
a great want of knowledge to endeavour, to 
improve lands with Hemp and Fla-jf, which 
are worh out with Indi(m Corn and TobgQCo, 
or would never bear them. They are ob- 
liged to leave pfF planting tobacco, beca,ufe 
it reqiiires manure onqe in three or four 
years, but Hemp and Flax requirp it every 
year, and that here in E\crope \y apd much 

+ BotK Hemp and Flax ar^ fo great impoverifhers of 

!;round, thM it reqotres dunging fcftcr cachycar*s crop; nor 
hould cither of them be fewn^tw:o7eu«t0getbol ^n tbb 
bme ground. Du Hanuh Ht^anirg^ p. 330. 

more 
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more in Nofttb Jherrca. ^ It is (fontiiry tbth tq 
reafoir and expertenccj to expcfl: to get Hemp 
lUid ' FlaX) which require ^ firong rich and' 
iiKnft fcil in a cool cfimate^ from the light 
fMidy and parched foil oi, 'North Aniericai 
which has a barren ^ryo^^ in it^ that renders 
k llie mdl unfit to produce thefe ^omniodities^ 
of any thing that grows. .,, We* might as wd^ 
expei^ to get them, inil^^d pf vvine and 6]1^ 
froto Spain and Partugah where bojh the Ibil 
ind dioKtte are more (ui tabic to them, TlWy 
are as improper for tbcfe Angular an4. jie'culiar 
climates, as for the foil* The proper (:]imate 
for Hemp and Flax: is from the iniddle of 
France to the middle of RnJJia^ t^iat is^ from 
the 45th to the 60th degree of latitude, which 
in North 'America extendi from Montreal to 
the northern parts of Hudfon^ Ba,y, where we 
have neither foil nor climate fit toprcjduce.ahy 
tHing. If we would plant Hemp jand Flax td 
the fouthward of this latitude, in/wliich all 
our colonies lie, they fhould be fown .Jn 
winter, like wheat, that they may in Jifee Qiap- 
ner get ftrength and fabl^ance before ^he heats 
of fummer come on ; this is the pradice in 
fowing Hemp and Flax fropi the fouthern parts 
of France to Egypt j but in North America 
this cannot be done ofi account of the I^ong and 
iiard ' winters, and late, and backvyard Iprmgs i 
which hinder thefe cropB , to , be fovy n, till late 
in the fpring, when they are burnt up^ by the 
heats of fummer which immediately 'enfue, 
before they come to their full growth, and 
6 before 
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before they acquire that ftrength and toughnefe, 
for which the commodity is only valuabki 
Hemp and Flax cannot be ibwn in the proper 
ieafbn for them, any where in Nt^^tb America 
to the northward of Carolma, where the poor 
fandy foil is the mod improper for diefe crops^ 
of any thing that the earth produces. For this 
reafon, they fowHemp and Flax in their fwamps, 
the greateft part of which are only the waihings 
of the /ai!id-banks which furround tbctn, and 
are nothing but fand and watery in which 
Hemp will fhoot up to a great bdgfat» it is 
true^ but it is as weak as the water it grows in. 
The proper foil for Hemp and Flax is fuch as a 
wAite oak Jhvamp^ which has a ftroag clayie 
bottom ; or the low grounds upon the fides of 
a fwamp or brook/ and dot in them.; upon 
thefe they grow fome which is very good, but 
it is not fo much as they require iof their own 
ufe> nor can we expe<5t thofe countries to prQ* 
duce much more. They are obliged to im« 
port great quantities of Hemp, and pay a double 
freight for it from RuJJia and itom England^ 
inftead of making it to fupply the nation^ 

Thus the prefent bounty on Hemp and 
Flax will only ferve, as the late one did» to fet 
the colonics about growing thefe commodities, 
in order to manufafture them, ioftead of fup- 
plying the nation with them. They have 
made many hundred tons, but have been 
obliged to manufadure it all, if it be not a 
fample or two. It is not a bounty that they 

U . want, 
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Tyant, but a pr>oper . foil and clifnate^ fqch M 
thofc upon the Miffifipi and Ohio. They lately, 
had a bpunty of twelve pounds a top granted 
for Hemp fcnt to Britain by the province of 
l^eW'Tdrk^ which expired without any efFeft j 
9f\A after the bounty was granted in Queen 
Anne% time, people were fent to New-'Bn^anJi 
Xp induce that colony to plant it, which they feave 
never beea able to do, as it ^xhajufts both theii; 
Corn Lands and manure, they tdll us ^. They 
have had a bounty on Hemp and Flax id 
"^orth America tsti fince the year 1663, 'whidt 
has been renewed from time to time, and they 
have as often tried to make thefe commodities^ 
but could never produce fuch qu^ntities^ as tp 
fcrve for a ftaplc commodity, to fend to Britain^ 
and tp purchafe their neceflaries by jhat means i 
and where that is the cafe, they are obliged tQ. 
convert the produce of their lands to their own 
ufc, and to make thofe neceffariea. whicli they 
cannot purchafe. 

• Since their lands will not produce thofe con^? 
modities which require ia rich a,nd fertile foil,, it 
is propofcd to plant them with Cotton 5 which 
grows in the greateft plenty and perfedlion in 

f Hemp requires fijcb very ftrong land to produce it, 
that it would confume all our dung to raife it in anj great 
quantities, fo ^hat we ibouldnot be able to rajfe bread Co|iO| 
therefore, how inviting foever the tr«de i$» and how g^t 
foever the encouragements have been, both from home apd 
by our own governments, we have not 9s yet engaged in 
th^t aftaif, £//Vs NiW-*Englap4 Hufitindry^ I. r5. 

.all 
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fttt/oiir tolonics Trom' '^aryfani' to South ^ 
Caroltna and Georgia^ and might even be mad'^ 
ia the frorthern colonics, 'a» it is in RuJJia^ if 
Ihey had the right fort. Cottdri is as corprtipo^ 
and as generally manufactured in many of thertfj 
is wool is in Engiand. I have made feveral 
manufa(!tui:es of ir^ which were the belt of thd 
ktnS 1 have feen. They likewife mix' their 
Cotton with .Wodl, and make a cloth of* it^ 
which is the Beft wear they have in their cti- 
feate. . Thus it is ay neccffary to get Cotton 
^romthefc colonies, to prevent their ctianufac* 
'fcires^ as to fupply thofe of hngland. The - 
Cotton rhave ufed there grew in the latitude olf 
*8myMy ahdf parts adjacenti from which the 
^arr^g^ 'Cotton is brought to England y it is of 
tht fame kind with thatj but is of a much 
t)ctter and longer fVaplei if it is rightly culti- 
'1ratc(i*5 the ftaple indeed is not (o long, as the 
W*eft'Tfidid CoVioriy but it is whiter, and wears 
Whitei when tl^e other turns yellow, as I have 
Tbund'liy experience, with many others. Some 
jpf thiis Cotton from Firginid was fent to Man-- 
ciefier m the year 1746^ where Jt fol4 for 
eighteen pence a pound, the price of the beft 
ftt. that time 3 andthe wotkmen who had if for 
A. tryal, reported to the merchants who fent it 
to libem, it was ae good as any they had, ^iad 
f^f thef wouW take 'any quantities of ft. 
Upon this, feveral tryals v^ere made of planting 
Cotton both there 2Lud in Carolina, as a ftaple 
commodity to fend to Britain \ but notwith- • 

U 2 ftanding 


14S rARTtk 

(landing i^d b%hpt!ce it bore a^iHtmhM, v0lMi 
was doubf^r rts tiluai valued the qaati^ity tbey 
made wa^ fo frndfl, that it-wcmld IwrcUy* ijiiit 
co(t:| and turned* to bo acicoant ; although the 
6Id' Tobacco grounds on which this "W^ 
plated, are the beft land^ for Cotton, of any 
m that part oF the world, or perhaps in any 
other. Cotton is a comthodity of very fisiaU 
value, arid a poor ftaple for any one cdkMf, 
and' much more for fo many; although^ 
nation ^ants 1,800,600 weight of Cotton a 
ycari yet at aihilfing a pound, it is worth but 
90,600/) and if they were to make it in any 
quantities, it would fobn fall to its ufual prica 
bfriinepence, and would not clear them above 
56,000/. a year, which is not fixpence a bead 
lor all the people in NoriB America. It is fojr 
thisreafon, that they are oWiged tormano£ic^ 
tufe their Cotton, and we can never expdSfc to 
get either that or Hemp and Flax from them^ 
till they have inany other cdmittodities, that 
may enable them to live, and purchafe their 
' rieceffaries with thcfe; they might then make 
; both Cotton, Hemp and "Flzxiot Britain^ «nd 
as much of the firft as would fupply the natidn ; 
but to fettle any other colonies^ fach as Fkftida^ 
in order to make Cotton, is to oblige all the 
reft to manufacture it. which would hinder 
them to make both that and mmiy oiher 
commodities of more value. 

The next commodity propofed for the (hlple 
of thefe colonies is Indigo^ which thrives- but 

very 
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^^mjf^^ t9^yi c??^^ft t^Pri^R^a^cc gf the 
.:fl«rtb> bgt r^uij:e.tl)€.vc;rylJcft aod^iqhcjft t^nds, 

.^«r»^ tjiie; )^94^ U^ our South^n colpplcs ^e 

leKtmhm\yuf»PK^^^ f^^y^', and hav6 i bar- 

/.red 4rpc6<}n lili^, ,whidi>cutiders jtheoi ver y 

-^i«i6i:,te,,prQdi?cc /uclx f cr^p as tBj5 tp,,ao)r 

-, jaaap|BCJ:>pf.#d,v^a$agc» . TbisVis plai^^dC byjijc 

> > -Gsnc^ if 0^1 .^ the fr^flj ,\ii(W)^ . of St.. JK?- 

-Jiffw^f* /Whidi WP tpo rich.aad jnoi^ even ^or 

V f^S^i^ ^^M intended to exhauft ibeir hixun^t 

^l?Cti6yii;a^.v^q «Ja with Tob«Jcp, m'.ordcr.'Jto 

e Jr^l»dc».^9»'6t for that and other cwp?. Tbpy 

l:Mcwi^i2j^4^ OTffx.ibt weeks, or eight,timcs.ia 

1. i jfseyr, aqid far twa years together ; whereas ^in 

^.Coirfiina^^it h cut but thrice* andas th^ land has 

mp (fj^i^ii^^^, and mojflure to m^ke it jKhoot 

^ttyr^jcutuqg, and th&fmnmersare tcp (hort, 

,|J3e^l|:^ .9«;ating is but of , little value^ as even 

; fjtifi kSQ^d is in, Virginia ^ neither does the foil 

;|»r i^Uotftfe feein to be fit to yield that rich juice^ 

-. whicih ovik^s this dye, in any plenty or perfec. 

.tioPi* Tht Ffrm:b and Spaniards make great 

' ,qiiat|tltiies of Indigo wprth eight and ten ihil- 

Jin^s apound, when the little wemakainC^r^* 

iw^i9.niOt^upoQ JU} average worth above two 

^ibillins^.and a gr^at deal has been ibid for a 

(billing, and lefs. .. This is therefore far from 

.bf9i>£^io rich and valuable a conamodity v^tNortb 

Affffififia^ as ojany .imagine ^j^though it is of 

great fervice in me Rice colonies, and* helps 

them 
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thcrti to. ktcpjiiffthiat plattWtfens^ 1>y fftaEn^* 
a fmaU qoanttty of tndigo wkfa their Rice ; and 
oa fooiff few ipots of better !to<W Jf tutnis w 
mor^ accotuTt. 

From diis brief ffccoairt of tfcdcr cdtnmoditJdsr 
it muft appear,, that* they tm nt^et be the gene^^ 
ral and lafting fta^ of any colony We have in 
all North 4fnericai which i^bald be ftiff nirfch 
more evident, if at the feme tfme wd confHetf 
the ftate of their Agricirftore in other ntofrf 
nece&ry aad eflfentfal articles, the neceffaiies of 
fife. WhcrcYcr they have planted thcfe com- 
modities, their lands are fo exhaufted by^ thcm^ 
that they wiH: hardly produce the bare necef- 
feries of life, and much Icfsr foch exhatrftih^ 
weeds as thcfe. The e«th* was ttia;de to wo-* 
duce Corn and Grafs; or the ncceffarics of life^ 
for Ac fupport of mankind, and nofffach poi- 
fonoDS weeds as Tobacco, Indigo, Hemtr, and 
Flax, which ftarve every thing uptm Jt, inftcad 
ofiupplying them vnth aM dieir nccefl&ries, ai 
many expcd: they fhcurfd. It h for this reafbrf* 
that the Farmers and Landlortis in England wift 
"not let any fuch weeds come upon their Fands, 
if they canr avoid it^ Bat thefe are ftill more 
improper for the light Tandy andfliaUovr foff in 
North AmericaT, which, compared to the fends ifi 
Efigland, is likefand compared to chy, efpccfcdly^ 
in all our Southern colonies, which alonr prcr* 
duee thefe or any thing elfe for Britain* Thcife 
their lands arc the fooncft exhaufted by coftuiti 
of any that are to be feen^ while nothing^ could 

exhauft 
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fndi^ Cor n^ A.fiel4 plftnltd with Tobaooo, 
9o4 then with JJo^AiMCwDy is ^Jbara as a iand^ 
defert, aod hardly products a blade of gra<^ 
although i| ha^' fntiih mow manum laid upoa 
it, than for $nf thing that graws. - It ia for thia 
rcafoo^ that rnQftof imi Tobaoco (dantation^apa 
broke up ; tt^ pfopk ha^e been obliged to quit 
theip many yeai;s ago^ after all their charges and 
iaiproveu^ents up^a them 1 and to retire to the 
mouQ(ains^ \yhere th^y fy^d fome fre(h lands fit 
to4>rpdiu:e that corKiaK>dky, which are^the fup<^ 
pott fit the Tobacco Trade : . bat. thefe wi}! in a 
^ort time be worn out, as the reft * hare been, 
a|)4 when th^t I;^ppeos» tbere muft be an end 
of the Tobacco Trade, without a fapply of freih 
4aQd$, 4t to produce that exhaufting weed, as 
wella^ to i^aintain ctttle to ns^anure them, with 
cpqveoient ports and an inlaod navigation to (hip 
off fuch a grofs and bulky comnaodity^ c^ 
which tbicre are none in all the Britifh domi^ 
jiions in Nai^tb America^ but thofc rich lands on 
^iiofQ^Mi^ppi and 06i^; whoever are pofiefled 
of thefe n^uil foon .command the Tobacco 
Tra^?, .the only considerable branch of Trade in 
a{l ^orih Amerka^ and the only one that this 
.nation has left* By that .means. we may lofe the 
Tobacco Trade I as we did that of Sisgar, after 
the treaty of Utrecht. 

If we were^to knpw the fituation of theie 
colonies ip^ other rdp^ds^^ and to confider only 
the Corn a^d pr^f^ they. b$ar, v^ wquld never 
. 5 expcift 
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exped* thism to Mv^ by the plaiuttig ^f ^'ch 
commodities ii$ thefe. Such li^t rod fandy 
lande, iti hot clifliates> never bear ^od Grafs» 
and much tcTs in Nottk AmBricai where-^ey 
are generally covered with Pines, which deilroy 
what little Grafs the earth might otherwife 
pr^xiuce, and render every thing tbaCgrowa 
upon it fo four, that nothing wiUtafte it, tinidf 
they arc reduced to their laft ihift. In a Pine 
barren^ there is not a blade of Grafs to be fcen 
nor any thing elfe that is green ^, and it is at 
the beft but very fcarce in all our fouthcrn co^ 
Ionics. A blade of Bnglijh Grafs y as they call 

• • it]b 

• ThfcfcPincf, with which all ourSouthem colonic 
are covered, for lOO or 150 mtks from the fea coaft, and 
in Tome all over them, are themoft perniciotts of tl! weeds^ 
they not only dcftroy every thirtgnpon the face of the earthf, 
but the very land they grow upon ; infomUdi that ndthrng 
will grow among them, and hardly any thing 'after themv 
Jt ia a general obfervation, that the land$ are not only barv 
/en, on which they grow naturally, but if they happen to 
come up on other lands, they fpoil them, and render th^m 
more or lefs barren. Having often examined ^K^hat this 
could be owing to, I could not attribute it altogetbierto 
their large ^reading roots, which fpread all over the 
furface of the earth like a mat, and exhauft its fiib* 
fiance ; but chiefly to the ftrong acid juice of their 
leaves, which diftills from them in the fpring of the 
year, like oil of turpentine, and poifons both the earthv 
and every thing upon it ; as it is well known, that all acida 
are a poifon to vegetables, and all alkalies a rich manure. 
But whatever may be the caufc, the matter t)f faS is cer'- 
tain, that nothing will gtow among Pines in Ammtd^ and 
Mr. Du Hamd makes the fame obfervation in Pranct* 
The whole furface of the earth Is covered with their acitf 
leaves > they overtop and dcfltoy every thing ; aiid if a Ifttle 

Graia 
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itA< <teiC)ijB, f^^jfeft <hfit'<is greeny k^as; great a 
v^\ifipiki9^y i^:thcimdA cur bus of th^ir p^nts 
ar^rfoyr^. ) Thw paftares zm^ covcficd with a 
ta^*^^aii4c ltr<(ed» vos^, lik^ j8<f»/ i]^n pafiure 
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Graft A'Quld h^p6n t6 come up among tfi^my where thef 
groWHlhin }iitiaTo<carcc^ yeHo^i and four, that to fee aojr 
be^i^t feed ppon it, js a certain iign of the miferable poverty 
of a country ; where they are reduced to the laft extremity. 
Yet tbefe are the ohly paftures they have in many of our 
colltoiet, iftnd e^ecrally tn florida^ if it be not in the miry 
an4 ^«ilrti&|fef^^il^»aridma(rflK«« - .^ 

What is worfe, tbefe pernicious weeds arc not to be 
extirpated ; they have a wing to their {^^^^ Which difperfes 
it cilery where with the winds, like thiftles^ and in two or 
three y^« io^xsa^^rtim tUihU which nothing xan paft 
thfQugh^ qor Jiye in. Thu9 the land becomes a perfect: 
defert, io/^ad of a profitable paQure, in a few years after it 
is cleared.-^ Corn/upon fuch lands looks as yelloyv as the 
turpeAtine witb which it is fed, and Grafs will not grow, 
without. whichneither inan oor bead can fubiift.T— But in 
all our ^peculationsv about the colonies, we feem never to 
confider the nec^i&ries of life^ or Corn, and Grafs, other- 
wife we (bould. never think of planting colonies in countries 
Which produce neither*' — Upon fuch poor and mean lands^ 
all that the poor people can do» is only to get the bare ne* 
ceilaries of life^ every one for themfelves, without any 
regajKl to the pMblic, or benefit to the nation, as we may fee 
in all the colonies we have.. 

They call only get the neceiTari^s of life in, any of thefe 
Soutbecn parts of monrth Amerua by means of Rice, and are 
dai]y»ohliged|p,rua«the riftj^e of tbeir lives in clearing the 
deftrudive fwamps^ in order to get Rice to fupply the place 
of Wheat) ^and to have pafiurage on the low grounds, nei* 
therof which the uplands afford. This wa^ the occafion 
of planting RJyce^in Car^Una^w^evQ they already make more 
than they can well vend^ as it is a commodity not wanted 
in Britain jtand to fettle apy more fu^h colonies, as Fkridai 
r X is 
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grafs ; which is aS dry as a ftick, and as yelfW 
as (Irawy infomuch that fiothing will tafte ib 
This their common pafture grafs is fo itrnk^* 
hard and dry, that they make their brooms of 
it, as they do here with heath or birchen rods', 
and know it by no other name in moft of the 
colonies but Broom^ftraw. Such is the produce 
of their ftrorigeft and bcft lands; as for tfas 
poor and fandy foils, which make nine tenths 
of the whole in our fouthern colonies, they arc 
thinly covered with a fmali fort of this graffii 
if it may be fo called, like Betrty ftrid do nM 
afford a bite for a beaft for miles together. 
Such IS the produce of that " fertile continent,'* 
as it is called *, which fliews the very pi^ltir^ 
of poverty in every beaft upoii Jt. Thi!}r^i6# 
grounds and marfhes again are covered with 

« 
* t 

h only to interfere with the othert, to depreciate' IkekAiifil^ 
knd to obligethetn all to edteriht«'Maiiiifii(^i«8#«--W4if)?p 
they haive not Rite, their only d^eojaace 48 upon Indian 
Corn and Spanljh Potatoes, which are but a coarfe food, 
and 6ad diet, in thefe intemperate and ficktycKiiiates, dUri 
add to the mortality whkrh oi>herwtfetdgaft ifiiteaiL«-rf*4^ 
Neither can they cure provi fioils, {q- «0 to keo^ ipr ^iff 
time ; but without fait pr oviftofns it is imppffible to live 6a 
plantations, where th^y have ik> markets, and frdh ^to* 
vifions will not keep for four and twenty hours', ftom -^he 
heat tfnd morftureof rfwicKaiiiie, whidi is.the«afeiifr9Qoitff 
Southern colbnits in1iim9iter«^«^enoe the Sftmi^ds never 
had the bare necefTaries of life, in 170 years that they wett 
pofieffed oi Florida^ but were obliged to purchafe them from 
our colonies, at the public expence of the nation, aad not 
from the produce of the lands, ids "Wt mt iikewife .obliged 
to do. 
♦ Regulations of the Coftni^. « 

nothing 
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ilQ^thMS' ^^^ R^eds^ Ru/hes^ and Fl^gs^ which 
are ffaeir a>cadovy grounds' that (hould fupply 
the want of grafs on their uplands. The ha/ 
they mow is nothing but the three fquare rujh^ 
unkfs it is raiicd by art, at a greater expence 
than it is worth. The riqhes of 'England 
proceed from the plenty of grafs, and the po- 
v^ity of the colonies from the want of that 
Qrigiiaial foaroe hoth of plenty and wealth. 

Afciil and climate which produce fo littU 
gr^^i pan never abound in Corn, which is but 
lAot^r fort of grafs, and requires the fame 
^. Lands which abound with one, are 
always fruitful in the other, Sf vice verja. 
§iK^ Lands are as improper for wheat, which 
iin|uire$: 9 ftrong bgmy foil, that. is fomewha^ 
lt)0ift, a$ they are for Hemp and Flax, efpe^ 
cially in a hot climate. Wheat thrives in this 
part:of the world -from EgyU to the middle of 
Rufia^ for thirty degrees ot latitude ; whereas 
in North America its growth is chiefly con6oe4 
to.feven degrees, and it cannot be faid to thrive 
well but within four degrees^ from New-Tork to 
the fouthern parts oiVirginiay or from theforty-^ 
firft to the thirty-fevcnth degree oi latitude *. . It 
«ras birt y?ry lately , fince they have endeavoured 
to iow fome wheat in the inland parts of South 
Carolina^ with uncertain fuccefs, that they ever 

had 

* " ' 

♦ To give a du^jiccountof thp Corn and Grafs of North 
America^ would require a treatife of itfelf. On account of 
tbe long and bard wioCer$^ and backward fprings, Wheat 

X 2 docs 
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had a grain to the fouthward of the middle of 
North Carolina ', and to the northwand of 

Ne'W' 

* 

does hat grow till the exceffive heats of fummer come oh, 
by which it is drawn up before it has a root and flreiigt^ to 
fupport it, and produces much ftraw, hut tittle Corn.. Thp 
Corn grows in thefe violent heats of fummer, by which it 
often /hrivelsf when it fliouid y?/A and comes to nothing. 
The harveft is two or three months lat^r than it fbouldfae, 
at we ha?e faid. About Bc/bn the Wheat harv^ as pot 
before the middle of SepUmber^ but about Perpignan xn, 
fjpairtt which ]ie>;exa<5lly in the fame latitude^ and in the fame 
fituation^ furrounded by mountains on the Weft, with the 
fea to the £aft ^ the W^heat harveft is llways.betwacD^ihe 
X2th and 24th oSJune^ as we. are inforfned from the beft 
authority^ Mr- Dii Hamel^ in his Elemens d^ Agriculture. So 
in all our other colonies to the South ward, the harveft is 
«from three to two months later than in the partlfei ^ tli-* 
mates. In the Northern parts ^he Corn is loeqt)et):tly /wed 
with a froft in the middle of fumfip«r, 2|nd tot4Uy hlaAed ; 
or the thick winter fogs which happen in furpmer, Tuc- 
ceeded by fcorching blinks of funfbine in thefe Southern ^lati* 
tudes, burft the grain when it is in mUk, and produce a 
fmut^ which is reckoned very unwholefotne. and poifonous. 
it is for this reafon, that Dr. Deuglas tells us, the Wheat in 
New-England frequently cafts black, and more fo the 
farther North you go to Nova Scatiay occafioned' by this 
blaik fmut. 

For thefe reafons they are obliged to give a bounty on 
the growing of Wheat in Ntw-J^glandy we are told, and 
^o not niake Corn to eat. This they purchafe with rum and 
jnolaflTes, on which, we lay a duty of 50 per €int, ^ which 
muft appear to be .very grievous in a country th^t doqs not 
produce Corn to eat^ nor any thing to purchafe it. — In the 
pther colonies indeed they have plenty of Corn, and no fuch 
occafion for the Molafles Trade — The beft Wheat in 
f^orth America grows in Maryland^ with the adjacent parts 
pf Ptnjylvania on one fide, and of Virginia on the other, 
^hi^h is the center both of the beft foil and cJimate for 

Wheat 
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.^em^R^kmdi they have . none but the French 
Bl^vwrfah^ as .we have faid. In the liotth- 
i^rOAparts wheat is conftantly fubje<^ to a blafit 
or fmut^ and in the fouthern to the ruji. At* 
the heft^vth^ grain is fo fmsll, ^hat it yields very. 
Ihtle, at leaft.a.third lefs than the lands do ia 
l^ngidnd. Thirty bufhcls to an acre here, is. 
as ufual as twenty there. The Portugue/e who 
buy* iChe wheat of .the . northern colonies caU it 
Pal^h^p chtft Jiraw ; by which , they naean a 
imall fort of wheat, like the one here iBcn-^ 
tiom^d f'tJ>at. grovvs in Canada^ which is - ftill 
worfe than the reft. If it were not for Indian 
Corn, which exhaufts lands ODuch. more. than 
any other grain, thefe colonies Would not have 
Cora i^ ^. .; Their Barley is but a poor hungry 
^in, and oats are lean. and chaffy* . Tiius we 
feem nbt to confider, what it is to live in coun- 
tries, which produce fo liule or no grafs, and 
whereioo fort of Corn agrees with, the climate, 
if kjbe not one which exhaufts their lands, 
more than they will bear; a thing which none 
m Engimd ^^^Vti to have the leaftidea of, and 
for that reafon they are fo little acquainted with 

Wheat of any in that Continent; and as the Tobacco 
plantations iare now broke up, they produce gre^t quantities 
of good Wheat, with which Ihey fuppi y the reft of the colo* 
nles both on the Continent and the Iflands, and exporf: great 
quantities to Europe \ whichts better than what ufed to be 
exported from the Northern colonies, and will be much 
inore confiderable, unlefs they are otherwile employed, by 
fome fu^h methods as are hereafter propofed. . 

/ * the 
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the condition find circomitances of the colonies 
in the moft material p(Mnts. It is for tKis reiii- 
fon, that they are obliged to quit their pUnta**' 
tiotis, as fad as they wear out, * and to fpread^ 
over a whole country and continent, in order 
Wr get a few patches of tobacco, or fields of 
Indian Corn. And it is for tbcfe rcafons, thai 
Com has become (o dear in the colonies, and 
more valoable to make than any thii^g for Bri^ 
tain i which is a certain fign» that they dther. 
want to extend their fettUfments, or to i^tcr 
Aelr ftapiecammoditics, if notb(Xh*. 
- So loan as they come to be confined ih dieii^ 
ftttkments, as they already afre by the mouh-^ 
tains which furround them, and by the pro- 
darnation faf O&ober 7th, 1763, they muft 
leave off planting any of thefe their ikpie com- 
modities for jBr/V^m ; in order tO'geiCbrn to 
eat, for the daily increafe of people. Whert 
they double their numbers, as they wilt- foori 
do, and thefe countries come to be^populousi 
they muft purchafe all thofe commodittcsthai 
we have mentioned, which require a rich and 
fruitful foil, and many others which they Aandt 
in need of. This they will have no way to 
do, but by their manufadturcs, which witt 
render a trade in them abfolutely neceflkfy, 
unlefs they increafe their flaple commodities, 
and the produce of their lands. Unlefs they 
do that, their ftaple will be the fame with that 
of Britain, as we have faid, and nothing but 
Corn, Cattle, Wool, and Fifb, which they 

cannot 
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CftOHOt i^nd to Britainp and niafi vqid in fo^ 
r^gn countries. . But the fupplying oi them-- 
£eire& wi(b their own negeffaries, independ- 
^^ of G^^tf^ Britain 'i a trade in their Qwa 
i^aoafa^ur^ s and the relying upon other 
powers for the vent of^their produfts, it is to 
be fearedj will occafion a breach between them 
aiul their HPiQtfa^r country ; unleis it is prevented 
in^ tinae; a^d before their manufacS^ilres «:c 
eftabl^h^dy as. they foon will be, if they are not 
alr^adyv $0 foon as this happens^ the ms^svu 
fai3:$irers will confume the produce of the 
landS) fui^ cMt olF all their returns to Britain ^ 
aj|4 . tJ^ jQolQnies will Jieceiiarily be ohljgoi to 
inb^e^ei.Wi^ her both in agriculture». mar 
mh&of^h tra^e and navigat^n) and tl^ j^i. 
exuf fi^ l)}f^f(H4i^landj all the moft material ^^^4 
e^nttal employments of the nation at home f 
hik} o»ay thc^^by become rather a prejudice;^ 
thufi any bene^t to their mother country.-^ We 
ieem not tojcoBfider^ or to forefee, the power 
of mimbefis in {he colonies, and the daily ij;hr 
€iptaf€^,f£ the peo|4e s or at lead to make any 
provtfion for foch an additional number of 
Britifit i\3k(^&i^9 which might otberwife be the 
gtenteA advantage to the nation^ if they were; 
WgWy .efl|pl<>yed for its; benefk. 

In order to prevent this threatening and 
aktf ming ftate of the colonies, it is propoTed to 
tike a yearly aoco^nt of their Man^fadures ^ 
wjiicb cm only add farther confufion to the 
Im/m diflurbances, iinl(^f& at the fame thne we 

pay 
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J)ay due regar4'to their ftapU^ commocljt^sff 
unA ice thift tbey make the ntceiSiry jij^pFOve^, . 
inents in thefe; by which alcHie they c^ iei-«),, 
ther pufchafe their Maaufaf3:ur^8 fpom Britain^^ 
or fubfift without them. Ift the climate of;. 
Nprtb Anterica people cannot gp withquj;:^ 
deaths, neither can they get the ne^e£ariefi of. 
life Y^thoqt tools 5 of which two ^ilone^ their . 
wJiple income 'wouW npt piirchafei .from iBm 
tai7(^:^^Ki a fourth part of what th^y ^a^t,! ocft j 
to ijiention any other artiale$f ' Thefe ^^ cade/, 
ncjfcw purch^fB, and 'm«^ make. for th^r ^wn.cj 
ufffi Witfeo^t ftaple pomttH^ities, it^a^^^ |»'^^^^ 
duce of their laode s by- which iife^wifc ^.^jfj: 
fupply.thje nation with thpfcr co£oniodit<$$j oC: 
whjlch it is in the great?ft w^nt. it-fignififis .' 
nothing to fay » they cannpt^ or ihatl ^\i o^afc^^ 
their own Manufaftures 5 they neftflarUy i»li)i|r!i 
doiti fo l<2Mig as they ha^ fl^^hiHg tc? p^nch^^ii 
them, or perifh for want of them**1;h<5iriWjbiolfll,'t 
inooffl^ would not purphaff^aiixthpart/of llieir 
nccefl^ries from Britain^ m . appeals * from^ H ^ 
patticukr account of both^ and tnay beie^n-hy ' 
all? '• . • •. • '., • ^ ^' .i ' \ ' -_.., J 

It h thh ftateof the colonlos, which aljpr 034 
cvCTy onein Britain^ mak^s them iiftitgb*# thoy 
m\*ft'b0cciin^ independafrt .<)f the^ M^b<* ' 
Country,, and: may provp the ruia lof i5^.i. ■!?<»[ 
this reafon many it^m to ^ b^va; fet i tbefflrffilv« * 
againft the.co^jc>^ieB;,7t5lM^^fbat asi'tbe fwSay^j^^^ 
make matters much worfe, and the breacti 
unavoidable. We ought . TOth?r.vto« ctwifidcf 

^ . > / what 
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%^^Hlii»^tfteif (kite proiseeds floiiyind kow it 
liM^K«l$?ttMftill«d 'i<i dine* now whenit'fMjf 
hei^dti^ 't^fi^ this It done, the nation hat 
b«eill>>jil flit'^cijk^ce <tfi fevcmy or< eightjr cn3> 
1{^ dF dlttR«f » for no «thei* parpofe but to k^e 
tli^ bciteifit d^er eobnks, and to rain herfelf ) 
«vliie{^ If #|o%6»!fcai«d, tilay4)ethe refolt of all 
tbr^itte^^nBC4e6iHng9 «oifcetiiing them. Manjr 
\n4mA tm^ti^iAhM fhtk pttxxediogs hiive all 
ii&m le^^'lhebieneflt «f Btitain, flnX tbdt tlii« 
c(^^4fr lHiv«^{)ofed thenafelves to h«r it^erefti 
b(ft-^ff!«hi!' itiaGltfr k doely confidere«t, and 
rig&Uj^^fMdeMbodt tbe 4iiieet eoAtraryof theft- 
fi;^geftki«i Mofl: appear to every one/ who is ift 
tht^ loillijM^liiHnted wi^ tben»$ and tluit w« 
htfM$>dQtf^ Vvery thing In G«r power «o ruin our 
0Wn:'4lMer#ft in Noftb Atntriefi^ after the iai" 
ntil^^idift it has- coft ; and to <^ige the colo- 
iuii^i!»^eted(iie iMdep«ndadt in the aidj tHhetho^ 
th»jr>^l'0!' not. 
^^W^'^wbdld therefore hudihly recoiMiaend 

* il t0'<dth^eh*deaKn as are the guardians of 
' tife'1*rad« ^ the nation/ fays a Vttry good 
Judge *y ' that onr own intereft is not miftakeA 

* H^thftt of : i^e - planter j for every reftraink 

* SAd di^£«diyi put upon our Trade wii^ 

* thdfn« tnalcn theDm htsft recoatfe tothdr cmi 
*- prddu^ whiih ^ey manufoiglare j • a. tfaini; 
' of 'grbit dor^ueliise to us, and ought ^to be 
' giaided tpAm. i' And' we wottM as haoil^ 

: l-? !;•• .: J I . ' - '••7/'« 4* ' . • • t 't or 

'- " Y recoitt-r 
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Kcofxitx^end ib to the cobnjiiQs, .t))4t thjSyvWooM 
not miflakc' their wtftfstt, ^r what j^cy tl^aok 
totM: iolended .o^ly f<0ir.itbp b^xiefitqf c^ers. 
If. they would JDQth confuk their ;0!9Yn i^ereft, 
sirhich Qoe would ll^ink might, be m>! dif^cult 
inatter'to make any p^ple 4q, wcire/it nftt for 
iuch fe^udfi and ^animpi^ea). aiid. pff^pnceiyed 
opinidns«ai)d prejudicesi^, which ar? ^ir€^ijr;Con* 
trary to tioie' weliWe of chp^hok^^tipi^.^hat 
home an4 abroad, th# iotereft of QrfotHrptmn 
fifxA her colonies wfOjoldbe rnn^a} aq^ 4^par« 
tic^h, ^and ^bnfcqucfttly l^i»g;.il!|drpfrptttial; 
jaodit is. ,the . de()gn of -thi^r^ifcoarfe .tQippint 
Oit thcoV^ays qi eftabHftking bi^,cQPuAl$^h 
;a rfopting, ;, -The iotcieft <^:J5riV^';*iial<jtbe 
colopiea dqpends .upea .(<he^r .ftafliftij, si^- 
iHoditieSj. or the. pro^oR^ ^f «Jt>9» j3^%-.fa? 

that qf the cdopie§dQep,lifepwifeij::and a«x^'^ 
*<2«ijs#hc bcftnwrfeet Iftrthfl/iperfc^ ^fech 
'Commodities^ it will always be.y^t|)]^r inmri^rtQ 

depcpd upon tbfw Mother Country i,be&^^ 
other Powers j not to mt^piWP ihcrr^^pld fiid 
aafpicious government, of whtch.;thQ])4;Qu|{|i9pt 
l^ofiibly have fuch auQither Itp^n a C^^iiifipf . 
Howevpr neceliary Manjuft^afire^^jse .foii^ 
.cpWnies in their preii^nt (ituadoiii^^y^t ASf k:a^re 
.would turn to ojuchmi^feiac^^iiufi;. ;M^i7ui^- 
tuxes are :the refalt <^f laJbofPt w^b^is M^ic^rqe 
und dqar among theixi:^ but ^/aip}eHCOg9i!1944ti<3S 
^re.thc pr/odueA Qf l^df^rwiii^b ar^ bfttMrPh^ 
and in plenty ^ and for tbat reaf^nic wiUa)f6^y$ 
be more..pEofitable tp apply to the laA'^n jib^ 
j&rfl-, providing they are allowed to make ufc of 

the 
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the vaft' plenty. ^bf "lands fn that' Oontlnent 
TlHiy'ihiy 'WkcWtk fell the pr6dttc«^t)f tKfcir: 
Ua^i and gtilh wealth bjr them, ' which- Ihey' 
wilt tiot bfc all^^Vtd to do wkh Manufadxircs. 
And ^e'f»o^e th^' niake, Hhe more we get from.- 
tlieiii) Jwhich id 'both their *intereft and oars,' 
Hdw' can ycftf'^xp*!^ <q |[et;'any thing 'by a 
-l^iiddvMth t)«oiple'««'ho have' nothing? ■ f 
J£ 1 WqK/^?«9 Ae'iiitereft'df the cdorttes and of. 
^tf tVDsrllei^ GbikiKvy'k (Ims hitai'alFybond^-: 
"«lji f«tf 'Ojiike-Whtit k is that diVidci them, and- 
dfB&i^ VKldlf <(hus ^i Vstriainoe Wkh . 6ne another, • 
W<%<ilytb:tf^%iflited; Tbi^ ma3i^ be^'fummed. 
4i|Min^6nef#*d:| kdrodcdds from the wantot 
^ple'cttOiMHitlds m 'ft>n^ t6 Bntaitt, which. 
tlMii^ latidiillFin tioi'^rodjaoe, fthd^fdr that reafon> 
trf^^S^rilV 6t>lkt6d '^to enter into'Manu*. 



iisk'^iHh.i^ 'thereby' ihtft-ftfre' with their 
4(^!Alfii^ Cbumryrahd ^tixfir intereil' becomes 
«^^ttfl«et!' tfdw tftfieeaBfeof this is confider- 
<!dy Ur^frt;e«d8'ftnHrcly firorh'tht want of land^, 
^« ^d^ifl^il iand'tUtiiate, fit to produce foeh 
)N0timbdi(i»^^''ald IBrttain "wants, and will take 
AwtytlR^I' ^Tlfe gf^ateft part of. their lands 
*«to oj)r<jtijoe?^ft0thii4g but ^what •Britdin itfcif 
**ei«^iSa^ion'X^i«li"<h4' Alies,' as Corn, Catttey 
at^ Wlwl ; fty^hieh'iMteanfflfee colonics' inter- 
fwe witl^hcii' IVf dthcf CblHitry in Agricoltore, 
<^j^l»«ni^d^)ki lVf(indrctaai^8/*aG(d<^thdr 
^ti^lnji^me fot o^fi^Dofi'te "Ity \MM'i thk it nfay 
OCid^^ift br^artlr >b«twei^ them, tirik|V due 
««c"feifefc«ft to- pf c^eflt" it,' before ttte^ Mahu- 
T>F'U'. tJ-.iu M ■;'' -itr^ ^'- > >> I \-'>' 'faijmrcs 
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h&vaics of the )c6l0ni6 >fe tfibi^i^^ «(^ 
Ui(be^..;Now there as nd pofSbk vr^y to4oN^ii^ 
but by Supplying thcsH itHh. inch taitdsr as ^^IH 
produce fta{de ctomodi^d ^ Britamt 'f&i 
which the nation engi^^ ift fo expek69t» k 
var.o— 'f his (late of jdie coloifies. hss^ bMo fi»RM 
ieen for many years> by aU who were inf tfa|6 
lead: acquainted with tbeni, tod for tbfit rw^ 
ibn it was oeceflar^ to eztem^ tiieir ftttkt»eRlf ^td 
fucb laods^ of wludi tfaeiie arefctiroff ribiAli^ aM: 
the Britifi dbmtniaDir but tBofd t>it tbe -H^^ii 
aiid '6i&/0. No other oart of all tliai^'eltttiiiittf^ 
beyond the bounds cff oar prefhit^phntitliMly 
wULcver he of any ftrvke toifais^ aaBoo^ or^d* 
lible tfaofe colonies to fubfiil:. by it deperrd^o 
en their oiother country "^ititbout flnsi i^"i0^ 
as they incrtafe and multiplv; Bbt^w^^^w^d 
jio foober poflefled* of tbcw ten'r itofitt^ -^^S)e 
which tfae nalioo chicly en^gcd i(l^tbe^w«|fri 
than the colonies wetr cxcStjckd :6ttri^ f htt»^ b}K 
the proclamation of ,0&^er yfH^,iy6^^ by 
which they a^e liixiitod tcf the' f^iiie'.bo^M 
the Apaiacbean moontalns; ^ich ibtf ^^mb 
pre&ribed^ to th^qi befbre^ th« war r at|d-^d 
obliged to ebter into mahufiuEtdnts,, f6v ymnffQf 
iho^ lands which alone wSA ttet eiMbblo'^^^ 
greateft part of dicm to pnrchafe thiefir Ot^r, 
iaxits from Britain,. ^ - - x , \. . 

Since the adquiKi^ons 6f Cmadai^r^WhHd^ 
indeed^ the B^iV/)!& dominions are ib thi^^'9iiif« 
larged, that no one fcems to imagine, andt^dillef s 
will not believe, that thcfc cokmtes -jcftr^want 
fend} and yet ?t is vcrjr pertain, ifuftt have- any 

re^jarS 


I 


their, i i^soufjM^ps fi^n MktmP' . By , that 

«MilfoiWfe«h:<pig(b!^ l?e ,of fffvice, to fitr», aod 
V0^4rJ^9^ttKitCd)Qiaks.fre^ facing; in^ the. 

ta^.lj^i^aft ^^op^u^n^e'. ts> tl^iis D^k)^, .and 

u^ id»A)sw# ^ «wiM. upon dtt*. ip4^««iy? i tliat 

j^ptff^VrfjtjfljttjWbicb^ibe has SJipeflided A^cjljini- 
imin^.rmiff, «^r^ty dq)fjB^s u|)on it. AU. 
-^lo^o^M^ cok|oie& ra^.go on fbr.fomq 
IW«k.j»WOfl3'thj5t, laad$ il>e}f ..po^cfsK »3 ^hey 
|>9i9xi^)^i^ d^f^;. whifb . i« J)ut badlyj, yel 
it> .%,|«y(r jn^Si, .lylkfih their qurobers, wi.l ..ba 
4#<Mfe» WiWi^ Uirt^y h^ ai)le ta tajcf any 
!tHi|^ t^VBrj-SntV^**!.. «r. tq feod any thing. to 
■h*hnii^ ■,|j^..^e(,.,p^t4lrial$ of nian^f^u.res 

;^<l» tW. <^*eftjr , vaftM . fr c?m them . Jh is 

anHftlc^EtatQly apjsear-to all who are acquainted 
;tW^'li^iC^«Mi>tiMe^ vhicKoiH- colo'qies^polfefd in 

f^ti Jimerka, With the natare of the foil and 
vvAlji^tfe,,aQd,"5??fe^t thpgp^.u(?,e; prwi.t}i tHeir 

ji^^We,,. ..a«4, ^Stf^ coaj^dities i\. ^,iit as. 
7 4lN^^r<are. fp. iktie,^nQerAood, they require a 
; flMOJrtf^jMtt^i^ul^r confidcrastjon, efpecially in the 

^9»Al^ii^-f9Jorjie&i wKwe fvcry thing rpu/l be 
.-..'' ' . made 
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rica, Nqs^ all the cdiDQie$rt>tt dofe 'coxftment 
m^kc tbree<}ifFerefit couttmsi' fts vft hliire'ftid^- 
tb^ Az\t.6i whidb with' regard^ to tbeir Aapie 
epmnsodides is in iM^ief as fijilowa. i-^- 

h The northera ccdomtt' pfodwe tiothn^; 
wanted in Britain^ andt are - enflrely - iinfit-^for^ 
that purpofej as appears not ohly 'froni thfe na- 
(ture aod reafon of things^ but frotH' 15a years 
experiecKK-^Neither . the ^ nor fjcliinaie ttiII 
admit of any fueh MiipFoveinents>' ind;thcreiiii 
nothing to be donqg.gainft nat^re.^iFhc. jengifa 
aod.fev^ity' of the virinten^ thiiJate^attd 6acl&^ 
wjfrd IpriBgSi and 0ioftne& of tbetfunrnicH'&a^ 
ion^ <Kre unavoidable obftades to aU foob iqw 
pTOvenmitB in agriculture.-— Wert. i die j> to 
iq^j^. any thing ^t .the necefldrios of^life^riit 
tbei^ ibort fummers, xhty vi^A^^hptvjSgtin 
l|)^ir long and bard winters.^rTberWingteitB'^lfb 
Ic^; five or fix months^ and ^ger iin the nortb^ 
Qrn parts; the fnow lie^four'orififiaLfectdtepf 
an4^ cold is twenty degreqs gifcat^,^ erai afe 
the town of Neni^Tork oa the wmrnBier ica odaft^ 
than the moft intenfe eold.' leb^ in: Engiandf 
during the hard winter 17^9^-40 ^•—rio^ite 

* By the obfcrvations tn^de . iB yamunrji 17%^^ i>7 uhe; 
m^fiers of the- college at lifw^Yerk^ Fahrenhfif^ tberffior 
meter fell 6 degrees belovtr o; which M 21 degrees belov 
iS^'the grcalcft cold in Bnghnd.^Wiiht iheri'frdte ihi' 
fiamly^ and even ftmng JKquars jn t vtr)ribcdt\time»— ^^Airfi 
wearetoldy if U not44nttfuaj,f^ei», to.<i^,atglafcf)tw^rt«h 
fet upon the tablc^ in a warm roohi;! freeze before y(^ c^ 
drink' if ,' 5fc. ' ''^ -'-^ *"• ^ ' "^'f- . " - 

' ' ■ '^c inland 
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Ma)id')»ttCragtta the cold i» much more intenfc^ 
msi liisy have froA&i the whole year^ even in 
liiB middle of fumtner ; wbkh have been <ib- 
^ved by tBtmny: in the month of Jufyi upon 
the mountains in the moft fouthern parts of 
fmfyhoanm^ aodeftn on the mountains of ^/r- 
Ifiiri^^. ahhodgh they are but very low. 
^ This £bte cjf rthefe colc^iea proceeds from the 
dimate, which is much worfe than is generklly 
iipprehended. Thefe fevere cofds are occa- 
fe^d by the iriolent nofth-weft winds, blow-^ 
ii^i^pom the frozen regioog^ of Hudfan'% Bay, 
which a^age with fuch fury all over that con- 
tinent, that tl^ey bring the climate oi Hudfon's 
Bay even to Firgima and Cart^ina by one 
bkflfi and' as thefe winds blow with great vi- 
oleqce about the vevnal and autumnaK equi- 
fisbxtR, t|iey Qcoafion a fecond winter, as it ta 
called»j9t^ that time of year, when we Ihould 
exp«9? a Warm j|)ring; in the latitude of thefe 
noprtiieai)^aiGnieS) which lie between 40 and 
43 'degreer)}^ this -protradis the feafon of winter 
,tp-^mki(^almdft of funimer; and the fame 
limidfhting oti winter again in the middle oi 
airtnmi-r-by which they have a very unfavour- 
able feafon both in fpring and autumn, in feed 
time antf bar veflr," as would ^ abundaritfy appear 
frdBi a due.acc^^^ of^ the particulars^ of which- 
w^ can-hftfi? ojily^givp a general view. In the 
imH^oi PibihdeifAiir^iwhkh lies in the 40th 
cle^c of-la^tnde, tb-fh^ fouthward o£ Naples 
af«a m^/'J; I feW' t fet in with a 

'■i,niAy.i7 violent 
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violent bortfc-wcft wind, n hard firoft, afld lce<» 
a conlideraMc thicfcnefs^ en the i^th of iS^-» 
tentber. 

In Canada dnd JVl^'if iS^r^/^ again the 'fiiow 
Iks/ixjeet deep forj^^r months ki the year I and 
as they bare hard frofts and fnows for a Oiomh 
or fix weeks before this fevere feaibn^ which 
they call winter, their withers are eight or ainc 
moiidis long ; they have little or no fpring o^ 
autumn feafon J the fpring does not begin before 
the month of yune ; and even in that month 
our people who refided at Ofwego^ in the moft 
fotithern part of all Canada^ obfcrvcd hard frofta 
whirfx deftroyed every thing at that time ol" 
year % ^xA the like frofts in the month of %wr 
are fometimes felt on the warmer fea coafts c^ 
Nmiff-England^ to the fouthward of that. TTieftr 
f ;oOs continue all over Canada during the whole 
fummer^ " it is no rare thing there, to /ee a 
«' froft at night after a very hot day in fum-* 
** mer * \* and •' 1 have feen as hard frofts 
*• there on the firft of Augufi^' fays the beft 
hiftoria« of i^cnaday ** as you will fee in 
•• Irance at All-faints f," &c %. — ^When they 

hav# 

• Charlevoix HHf. N. pFancr, Tom. v. p. 246. 
t La Pother ie iikl. «te TAmer^ue Septentrional^^ 
Tom. i. p. 28 1. 

X ** The winter commonly feta in before the fcips fail for 

France^ and begins whh a violence which aAonlfhes all whc 

are not aicufiomed to it. The Arft frofts €11 the rivers wilh 

jce in fi f^ew day«, and Un mediate Jy the earth is corered 

with fuow» which tails fix mmibs^ and dlW9}S rifes to the 

V heightb 
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have not thefe frdft^, they are fubjedt to more 
pAp^icbus^^did "Winter fogs, whidb deftroy the 
fruits of the earth, in the middle of fumifier, 
piedc[]AAi\f 0fo\%t the great lakes, and iii >iV^^ 
Smid,\9hich is only the fea ccaikof Canadai 
ai^-th^ are not entiff ly ' fr« from them ib & 
5:>^i :/• t , ' -great 

fei^t oif ^Prfeety where the. wmd wUl Mkt ItUyWt.--^^ 
'!i^he^cold pecDiNesi extretno, 4nd eaCfOBChes apdririleiMft* 
IMctlsf t^ AwhS'-^k » ^*^» > mcls^iicholjF .tjiioft n^ip ie 
ll^jlfll? €^^j4^^^ dqora,. unlel^ you ^emuffie^ up witl^ 
i^s Jjkc ^the bears.— There is no longer: any difference* 
lirtweenrfeW^and water; the- vtery trees ar^ covirt^ v^tti' 
fiokr frdltiy m)d :j^e loaded wkb fi!ieh .kiclf s| l^t it is 4l|i)rV 
IWOi^jlpjI^jBigh )^«jr-rWhait,a^n any one |hiok,jyherc 
S/ wry •^ftfM, fsfof/ n^XJ^kiW their f<ict tp the weather for fix 
nibf^tn tDfy^arf where icicles a foot long hang to the 
rre^'beardtl and where I never knew a winter. pofey hat 
iib<ior other weceb»9igl»t tQ thehpfpital |p;bavnti\eir 1^ 
^^j^jn^^ut c|^^ ^hich ^.ere mortified with the frofi!— • 
tn^ wfatber 1$ clear, there blows fuch a wind from th^ 
M; th^tf it ^xits the face like a razor ; and if it veere 
a^lit^^to theiSlnitb or Eaft^ there fiills fach a fiiQiw» tthat 
]^ujc^il9|.0e Xpa^^ffi before you at nqon-day.— Thefis 
mlda arq inuch /nore intenfe there, than they were in France 
during itie, bard winter 1700. — The inconveniencies of 
thefelong atnd fevere colds are not to be remedied* The 
f$(ftb,*tbttici!iarge of oiaintaining ^attie, which canpot get 
Ijl^^Jeeiftmorfel in the fields during the whole winter. To 
ayoid the expence of keeping them, they are obliged to kill 
them in 0Mery2LnA kceptheir meat frozen fromthatto May, 
Sic.** , ChvrUvoisi tiifi. If. Prance^ torn. v. p; 242 ^ feq. 
' Thefe extream colds, which are felt ipore or lefs all over 
Nmrth America^ proceed from the northern fnowy moun* • 
tiilps,^ which fbread all over that continent, from Coffins 
l^a/ to NeivEngtandyZViA render the dimate unfit for any 
rturp'ofe, bjjt to piroduce a few Furs, which are exhauftcd.-— ; 
Thefe mountains are covered with fnow throughout the 
vftpfejfear, and occafion frofts even in the m^Md^^ fiun* 
njeri— -Hence all the continent north of ^etec, and the 

Z river 
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frcat part of New-England and /V^-2^r>J.— * 
lence they can neither plow, fow, sor fcap^ 
in the proper feafon for either ; but are obliged 
to plow their l^nds in Augujl or Septembiri and 

cannot 

river St. Laurtnce fodow iu are uninhabitable^^* 0d8 
<f cannot fee a more favage country^ ^nd no part of the 
** earth is more uninhabitable^'' fays Charlevoix'^^^ Thcfe 
*< are mere defarts^ on both fides of tlie river St. Launnci^ 
^< iminhabited by beaft or blrd^" fays Champhin, *< 6il 
«* acoouAt of the fe^sra colds ni^hich < reign therfe/'— THua 
^jteiech the firft part t)f N^th America Ih^ is inhJlbitaMe, 
from which we iliay form an opinion of it. — ^< ThU fnoW 
^< fits 1 5 feet deiep in the tnwn ; the ice is i o feet thick i 
<^ your eyelids are frozen in wallcing the ftreeb ; atid peo-^ 
«< ,ple are fetttid dead widi the cold about the town f" with 
many other mavii af the raoft inbofpitable climate irelto^ded 
by tho Frmcb hiflorians Champhin^ Ld Patkh^h^ k Btan^ 

Upon tfaefe adcounts both Canaia and Nova Stotiia ttrt 
uiiinbabitable, without good actommofdatioiis^ and frefli 
piovifions^ at appeaned for nigh a century at the fik-ft MAe* 
ment of thefe couniriea. H^nce we are at atl thh ti^pertte 
both of nwenand money, 16 kefcp up accommodatMns for 
an taemy, and thereby isaabte Ihem to hbid ^e toantry, 
uriiich they cbuld Mt othcr^lrift ^. W^re they evacuated, 
the dimate would << defend, pi^oteA and fecure thMi/* 
much better than our forta and garrifons, Hvhich {>ut the 
nation to fuch an expence, aiid have created fuch diftitr^^ 
ances both at b6Me and abroad. But if Cmada Were eva- 
ctMtedy it would be of Icfs coAfeqoence than we (fee Copt 
Breton and Louijhmrg arc ; which were of more importartce, 
but are now oif node by being difmantled. 

The whole ctf CaiiaAa^ frcto ^$hic to Mmrtak is not 
|tbov« 150 miles in lefigth^ tod abocrt fix broad, in a 
ftraight line, which makes fnic 900 fquare m?!cs, mot fo 
much as a middle-fized county in England^ fuch as Effix^ 
and is ceruinly not worth -poffefRng in fach a dirtate. Tire 
reft is nothing but frozen lakes, drowned moraffcs, 
.?nd fandy plains, fit only for the habitacioh of Bcavtrs 5 

or 
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cannot fow them till the month of May tho 

ncit year, when they muft be very unfit to it^ 
ceive feed.^— " Properly fpeaking, they have 
** but two fealbns in thp year, winter and 

"autumn*'! 

fir bare rocks and mountains covered with fnow throughout 
the whole year. 

£^tf^.was only a place of armsT for France^ or a fadory 
for ^he Fiir^trade \ bat Britain hat no aianperx)f ufe or oc* 
cafion for. either, — Our oth^ colonies are nK)re convenient 
to the Fur-trade by a tboufaod miles than CanaJk ; which 
xan only iiiterfere with them in it, and deprive them of rt- 
CufM to Britain^ of Which they have no other. 

It lias indeed .been given our^ with every thing dfe, that 
Canada ^opplyed the Frtncb iflands ; but fo far from that, \t 
cohfumed tb^r Tupplies, which for that reafon thoy were 
obliged to get from our colonies, and may now have from 
frsMci. It was a eonftant complajnt iil France^ that Ctt- 
na4^ sU)d C^pi Bxtton Confumed their proviiK>ns which they 
>yanted at home ; and it appears from the remonflrance o£ 
thc-ftates of Baurdeaux to the king on fan. 7 th, *7;f)3, that 
this jQingle town fupplyed them with great quantities of flour 
and other provifions, although St. malo^ Havrey Diepp^^ 
&c. had the .chief part of that trade. ' But now when th^ 
have both Inland and all pur colonies to fupply them, th^ 
pretend to eyport Corn, New-^England does the fame, but 
imports four tjmes as much* 

But as our fu^e£t is Agriculture, for which thefe fro2an . 
deferts gre unnt, and confequently for colonies which 
Ibould live merely by their agriculture, we can give no far- 
ther account of them here. AU that they can be faid |o 
produce, is only a diminuUve fpecies of Qprn, which is npt 
worth fowing any where ^Ife: and even this, if they could 
make any quantities of it, would onXf interfere with the 
agiriculture of Ftritain^ apd that in the mofi material part of 
it, ?be fupplying of tjie fifliery. It is fwrprifing, th»t any 
ihould reckon this an advantage to Britain^ when Corn has 
become alonoft the only ftaple of all our colonies on the con- 
tinent.— Were it not for the ififhery, none could live in 
thefe northern parts of yAw^r/V<2 — Hence they are obliged 
to feed both man and beaft in Canada with frozen eels, 
^ which are the manna of the land," fay the French, 

Z 2 * The 
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^* autumn */'— Thus they have neittier Spring' 
iior fummer, after the hard winter 5 ** which 
is very long, and the cold intenfe. If you ftir 
out in the froft,- you afe in danger of perifti- 
** ing in a quarter of an hour ; and the fnow 
falls fo heavy, that it frequently lies fouif 
feet deep in four and twenty hours ;'* -f mean- 
ing in St, Johfis Ifland on the warmer fea- 
coaft. Such countries muft be very unfit for 
Agriculture^ and confequently for colonies; 
which fhould live merely by their Agriculture^ 
or become a prejudice to their Mother Country j 
which thefc touft undoubtedly be^ as would 
abundantly appear from a due account of them^ 
which we cannot pretend to give in the narrow 

< The whole income of Cdnada was but 650,000 livres 

* a year (about 30,000 /. (lerling) , which is far from being 
-^ fufficient to fupply 30^009 people with their neceflaries 

* frpm /><7«r^— Hence the greateft part are naked (la plus 

< part vmt'ils tout nuds) others are covered with deer (kins 
^ like the favages ; and others pick old clothes to pieces to 
'< fpiii with flax — The produce of their lands will not main- 
'* tain them, fo that they live by hunting. Many gen^te- 

* men have no other Way to live at their eafe— The king 
^maintains a great part of the country, by ^enfions. 

* 400,000 crowns a year which his majefty fends to Canada 

* are a great refource— The king expends there 300,000 
^ livres a year ; the furs cotne to 280,000 ; oil and other 

< fmall articles to 20,000 ; and the peniions and revenues 

< of the clergy in /r^^fff^ amount to 50,000; which makes 
' 650,000 livres a year, the whole income of Canada.* 
Charlevoix^ Tom. iv. p. 1 31, &c. LaFotbiriey i. 367, — Thus. 
the whole produce of the country was but 300,000 livres a 
year, not 14,000/. fterling — and by fettling the country wc 
deftroy the furs, and diminilh thus its produce, fmall as it is. 

* tretters on Cape Bnton znd St. John's iiland, p. 7% 
f Id. ibid, p. 96* 
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bbobds o/ a pamphlet ; that muft be reierved 
for fome other opportunity. 

Befides the climate^ the bed; and frefh lands 
in all our Northern colonies, which fhoUld 
produce their fiaple conoimodities for Britain, 
are worn out by culture. Had they been able 
to have made any fuch thing, they would have 
done it at firft, as in the other colonies^ when 
their lands were frefh and fertile, and fit for the 
purpofe, which they are not in any part of 
North America^ after they have been exhauft* 
ed. They are obliged to expend their manure 
on their Corn and Grafs grounds ; their planta- 
tions are too fmall to make Jiapk commodities ; 
and they have many populous ^towns, which 
take off and confume the produce of the lands, 
that (hould be fent to Britain. Hence the 
produce of thefe colonies is only the overplus 
of the Corn and Provifions, which they make 
for their own ufe, • which is not a great deal $ 
and in a fhort time will be little or none at all, 
as the people increafe and multiply. There are 
nigh a million and an half of people in thefe 
Northern colonies, in a country no larger than 
Irfland^ and not by a fourth part fo fruitful. 
What then can they poffibly have to raife 
Jierling cajhio pay taxes, when they have nei-» 
ther ftaple commodities from their Agriculture, 
Manufa6lures, nor a Trade in them ? Of hoW 
can it be fuppofcd, that they can ever purchafe 
their necelTaries from Britain ? Their only de* 
pendance is upon a Trade to the ff^efi-Indies, or 
the Fur-trade s the laft of which is very incon- 

fiderabl^g 
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fiderable, and d^JIy declines ; the firft; has been 
long ago infufBcient to maintain fuch a number 
of peo^e; and is reduced, to little or nothing by 
the great increaf^ of the people^ tbte addition elf 
more Northern colonies^ and by the Southern 
engagiag lo it. If thefe things are coniidered^ 
It wUl be impoijible for tbefe colonies to take 
almoft ^ny thing from Britain^ or to have any 
connedlion with her, when they become mor« 
populous, unlefs they extend their iettlements 
to the Southward. , For this every one blame$ 
the cxdonies ;n but it is not their faulty it is their 
very great misfortune ; this their Aate proceeds 
from a barren land and inhofpitable climate> 
for whipb they are to be pitied and afBfted, and 
pot blamed and oppre0ed. The fault lies at 
their door, who* fettle colomes in fuch count- 
tries, which will pjToduce nothing; and will 
fiill iettle more fuch to Interfere both .with them 
gnd their Mother Country f . n The 

* We cann9t enter into particulars here, but from thefe 
hints anjr, who are acquainted with the colonies, ma^ 
percrfv^, 

L That it can never be for th6 Intereft of Britain to have 
,any more norfhirn calonifS'^Tkcj can never fubfift by a 
dependance on her without ftaple conunoditiesi to remit to 
Briiainy which none of thefe Northern parts of America 
wttl ever produce* To fettle any more, therefore, fuch as 
. Camtda and N^%m Sc^tia^ is to be at the eicpenoe both of 
men and money, to raife colonies which cannot fpbftft by a 
dependance on their Mother Country, and to add to the num- 
ber and flrehgth of thofe which are already in that fituation. 

II. The chief ftaple and fupport of thefc Northern colo- 
nies^ for which they were all fettled, was the Fur Trade, but 
die Furs are now in a nfanner exhaufted, with the Indians 
who got thems the whole Fur Trade does not exceed 

' 40,000 L 
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IL The Tobacca colonies enjoy a better foil 
and ditnate, and have by that means hitherto 
bad a good ftaple commodity, which ha^ been 
of more le^vice to the nation than ail ;hc other 
produfts oi North America put together, fo 
long as their lands were freih and fertile ; but 

moft 

40,000 h a year, ^hicti is not fafficient to maintain any 
one of thdie coiooiei, and b nothii^ for fuch a number of 
people, it 18 in ihem all. This is property the Aaple of 
New^Tork^ without which they can make ^ew remittances to 
Britain^ and that Canada can only ferve to deprive them of, 
and to oblige them to Aipply themfehres independant of 
their Mother Country. 

III. ?io the fiapleof NiW^EngLni^ aod feurce tif all their 
remittances to Dritain^ is the fifliery, in which tTova Scotia 
muil interfere with thofe populous and powerful colonies; 
;dktd by bting fo nluch more convenient to it, that colony 
can <m)y ferve to ruin the fiftery both of Oid and Niw Eng^ 
land. 

IV. It has been long ago remarked by Sir J<ifiab Child^ 
that fettlements on thefe coafts, adjacent to the fiihery, only 
fftrve to hurt the fifliery of Britain \ of which we have a 
flagrant Confirmation in Nwf England^ where upwards of 
thirty fail of Engl^ (hips a year ufed to fi(h on that coaft, 
before it was fettled, but fince that we. have not had a Ungle 
fiibing ikif there for many years* By thefe means the fiSi« 
ery i^ Britain has been reduced from 250 fail of fliips in a 
year to 70 or 80, and the nation is likely to lofe that great 
fpurce of her maritime power, by creating new rivals, in 
place of ihofe which we have been at ftich' an expence to 
expell : ,and this is the more to be r^arded, as the fkhery 
€if Frian^e is always four times as great as that of Britain^' 
fiace they fuj»ply more than four times as many people, 
iockding their own and the other Cathoticks in Europi. 
Thej Ukewife, by being deprived of fettlements on thcfc 
iifbi^g coafts, have their fcamen and fifhermen always at 
hom^ ^eady upon all emergencies^ while ours are difperfed 
ia xhe woods of Amtrica, expofed to every invader ; and the 
nation lofts the profit <^fupplyiiig them, fitting them at, 

&c« 
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ihdftof them tfe'w6rD out.Mrith th^texhgLuHy 
ing *feed, knd willno longer bear it } tliey ara 
then turrved into Covn imd Pajftof a grounds, 
iK^hich produce nochmg but Corn, v Cattle, ,aivl 
Wooh as in the Northern .^oloni^fr^ and w^ 
fljall ibon want a fupply af lands, for. Tob^<»| 
as much as for any thing that Ntartb \4mri(:a 
will produce. Thefe ctilonica likcwife r vfipn^ 
f6me other (bple, a$ much ias; all th^re^r if 
* iiot more; . They have bkbef to, cfcpei^^ 
tirdly upon Tobacco, and whw ih9^\t^U^, ,ik^^j 
arejna wbrfc fituatk)n than tb^,reft. . ,.']fiw 
^fe ^bout 8009O00 people id tbefe twacoJpy 
*ies, who do nor mftke; above 300|Oop ;|^ a y«j 
by their Tobacco, which is .but fey en ^{Iu11]ms 
and (ix-pence a head fiettaffft^'^ -^k^h *^Jm 
frotti being fufficient to maint^n fuch a^ quix\j* 
ber of people, however it might have r^pQ|[;t^'^ 
a few. Formerly they rpad? thrfi^ ,^§Sf^?^ 
<>f Tobacco a head, where tbi^y c^fui^ oofy 
Make one, while the people are; four;ti;q;^e3 ^ 
ntimerous, as we have faid. Takejill.|j[ie,ppflkr 

&c. which are the great advantages iof 4bi Miety-UTfaus 
Britain mzy be a lof^r, and Frunee a gainefi t>y^epfiyi^g 
her of colpntes which are ra^r a lols and ^etnmfiK than 
any/b^efit to their Mother Country — The olily objeA ih 
all thefe Northern parts of America i*nhe fifhery,atid-\iiile^ 
we have that, we get nothing by' ttlei«iauhtry^ b'ltfitbQ co>V 
to keep, a4id hikve her to* anaintaiwy -wbila others get this 
riailk — Aa for a fetsurijty for. the fi(hef y, thefe fetUcments 
about.lt will require ten times niore protedioii tjrfari^^hfey 
can give, and may be a' ready «^y to' loiife the-mhU-jQ'tas 
happened 9X St. Jilhrf% tajNiW/oiiBdUiHd-^Srf^min^ 
iecure her donifnioniSibfKh at /hpnxe api^ abroad by her^ectf, 
wlkich thcfc (eulements win weaken^ andthcreby depfiVt 
the nation of that Hbcurity which (heyaWinteildM^^tw g^2. 

plc 
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p\e together In thcfc colonics, they do not 
make above half an hogQlead a head 3 there are 
1869O00 tythable people in them^ who make 
at mod but 90^000 hogQieads of Tobacco a 
year. Thus they muft ncceflarily turn their 
lands into Corn aiid Paflure grounds, or get 
fome other ftaple for them. 
^ It is commonly alledged^ sltid we fee in all 
our hiftories of Virginin, that their lands are 
extfemely i^ich and fertile, infomuch that it is 
imagined they will bear, Tobacco, or Hemp^ 
and Flax for ever: but although their lands, par-" 
ticularly in Maryland^ and the Northern parts 
of Virginia^ arc by far the bcft of any in North 
America^ on this fide of the Apalacbean moun-^ 
tains, they are far from being rich ; the foil is in 
general very light, and fo (hallow, that it is foon 
worn out by culture, efpccially with fuch ex- 
haufting crops as Indian Corn and Tobacco. 
It is for this reafon, that they are now obliged 
to fow Wheat, and exported fifty or fixty (hip- 
loads the laft year. — One third of the country 
may be faid to be a good and fruitful foil ; a 
third part is but indifferent 5 and the remaining 
third is very poor and mean, although not quite 
barren— The Southern parts of Virginia are very 
poor and fandy, like Carolina^ and all the Conti- 
nent to the Southward, whence they will hardly 
bear Tobacco of any value.-— Thefe plantations 
are indeed capable of many improvements, and 
more than any of our other colonics, but they 
have never yet made any ; and if ever they do, 
they mud be fonie others than Hemp and F'lax 

A a fot 
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for fuch lairds, which are worn out with J»^/«? 
Corn and Tobacco. What thcfe fl^ould be, 
: we (hall hereafter confiden . . j , 

, III*. The next divifion.contains.the Southc4;.n. 
.or Rtce colonics, which make the great extent of 
.the Br/V//^ dominions op this fide of fhcr jipala-- 
cbean mountains j but it is the great naisfortpnc 
:of the nation; that this extcnfive part of her 
, dominians^ which lies in a climate, that jmight 
.otherwiic- produce every thing we w^nt frcim. 
North America^ is as barren, as it is.unhealthfol,, 
land unfit either to raife any confiderable cplpnie^,. 
or to make any thing of confecjuence in them ; 
. and for that reafon thefe countries will require a 
.more particular confideration, as the wnqle 
intcreft of the nation lies in thefe fputH- 
crn parts of that Continent. Both North ai^ 
^ South Carolina are a low, flat, fandy coiintryt 
like a fandy defart, for a great diftancefrqbl the- 
fea-coaft, and the farther South ,wq gQ\to Geor^ 
,gia or Florida^ it grows fo much wprfe,. It is 
faid by the late Mr. Cafejby^ :{;, who was Tent to 
. America on purpofe to expFore thefp Southero. 
parts ol* the Cohtinent, that a third part 0/ Caro- 
Ima is zpine^harren^ or a fandy defart^ aqdjxf^ 
with many others, from whom we haye,)(j.ad 
. particular accotints of all thefe Sputherp p?rts 
of North Amrkdy have ^ffured us^ ^l^at the 
grtateft part of the reft wasTittje better, la, 
the inlarid parts, indeed,* as he fays.^he cp^uptry.^ 
is more high and hilfy, but the hills are nptluog\ 
hardly but banks of fand, rocks, or iftdncs, 

X Na«ural Hiftory of CWjVand Fiarida, 

. with 
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vvith^^ fc"^^ Savannas, or low meadow grounds 
which afford good pafturage in the vallieSt 
which are called rich lands in CaraJina §. It 
WslS for this reafon, that although there were 
Sco people landed by the Lords Proprietors at 
once, on the 8th of M^y^ 1663, in order to 
fettle that country, more than ever were fent to 
any of our colonies, yet the greateft part 06 
them fobn' abandoned it: their fettlemeut at 
Cape pear was broke up, and the Proprietor?; 
after being at great expences, were at laft glad 
t^ give up their advantageous and bonoarable. 
charter. The people could not fo much as. 
fcibfift'in the country ; and for that reafon de- 
ferted it (as they have fince done in Georgia and 
JF/oPi'da), till they got a bag of Seed Rice from 
Mr.^ AJhhy in 1692, which has ever fince been 
th'^r only fiipport, and ftaple of the country, 
^6t*tbis purpofe they quitted North Carolina^ 
(which was firft intended to be planted, but 
hrardiy has been to this day, if it be not by run- 
aways aii^ deferters from the other colonies), 
aiid fettled from Charles-^own to Port Royat ; 
wheirtf the country is very low and flat, with 
&^ix, numbers of fmalljivers and creeks, and 
miim|)S and marfties on their borders, which 
a'tb their Rice grounds, and only fruitful lands 
iti ihtf Cbuntry. But the deep and richer fwamps 
crn^the fides of the large rivers are too fxpcpfive 
coxfear. and drain, as. they acc: found to be i» 

§ li. ibia. append, pag. iii, iv. 
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. TJbus^^lI t^efe e3f;tenfive Sdutbfrn parts tit 
JJSlQrfb Af^ertca proflucie littlf or t^othingj Iifl4 
the.lan4s arc hardly worth cuWvating, if ic be 
rot ifi the uahealthfuj and deftrufiivc fwdtttps 
a^d ttii^rlhes y which they arc obliged to be iat 
tb^immenie toil and fatigue of clearing, drain- 
, ing, and cultivating, at the rifque of theif lives, 
in, jprdcr tp ^et Rice to ,fupply tlie plaice of 
Wheat,, qnd to hfiye pafturage on the low 
^roujpds, neither of which the uplands afford J, 
9$ we have faid. Whatever any country may 
.prpduce, the. firft thing muft be Corn an<i 
Gr^fs J and it is to get thefe, that they plant 
Ripe in Cfrolwfly which is other wife nqt fo pto^ 
. per for a ^r/^i/J^ colony, as it is but another 
lort of Corn, pot wanted in Britain. 'Oot of 
9fi hundred and odd thoufandbtrrels of Rice 
yjrhich they make in 9 year, Brit(tin cpnfumes 
but four thoufand j hence they want markets 
for this, as all our other colonies do for their 
other fqrts of Corn, which is beconi^ the chief 
produce of them all; they thereby interfere 
with one another, deprpciate their ftaple, can-t, 
not, vend any quantities of it, and ate on thefe 
Recounts unable to make remittanccsito ^titain^ 
to pay their debts, or tp purchafe their necef- 
farie? from henpe; which obliges them to enter 
into ManufafSures, and to fopply themfelves> 
independ.ant of their Mother Country. We 
iiave I^nown Ripe fo Ipw in Carolina^ that it 

i S^c a defcriplion of &eutb Cardllnam t7'|^. ' 
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wi^.jc(9t , ijvotth mal^iqg. To (cttlfi any more 

• ,yHphr.G9l^ics thcn» as Florida, is only to ruia 

:^f^<V aod the. intw/sft. of Britain i^i them; 

. ^i^79UCQul4 get fome other ftaple for them, 

whiiqh tt^e country will hardly admit of, if it be 

nof filk, aod. that requires more hands than 

tb/3f^ vi^ealthfiil fea-coaHs w ill breed * They 

arip «Hr*n,.gla(^ to fupply the French with Rice, 

la order to enable them to eftablilh a colony at 

Qp^^9 to rival and outdo them, as tiiey tnere 

:Vf^zkfi\vi,o crops of Rii^ in a year^ and wc 

Ijav^ bfei^ told by fome who have reQded in 

;,jiS^iri»Wj^ that they can even make three, by 

.whicW t^ie two may foon uftdo Carolina^ 

•^iM#?>yiftf o^^ Rice plantations vvould have been 

i. fefpjce ^p before thi? time, like the Tobacc6 

,]!4a9i^t|Qps, if it had not been fof the affiftance 

.l^f ^^gQ> which has fupported them. This 

9^9JlM pie;j^eived by all who, remember the Aate 

they Mfi^e in, whep the bounty on Indigo was 

g|rajnte4ji b^orc which we knew fome people 

V?kO;Vi^^e obliged to fell their Rice at a milling 

§ hii^djred wo^ht, io th^ late war; and if they 

b^go^e on tq make as much as they could, 

; V^ithottt ^y other ^omnoodity or produdl of 

: iheif jfli^ds, \i wpwW hardly have been wortl^ 

Th^ Riqe. grounds in North Ammca are 
inorf pumeroua anjd plentiful than in any part of 
jj^e .^jsfofid, which ^s their great misfortune, 
The whole coaft of North America^ from 

P^kwWf ]^yQt< Jt^m y^rfiy to the Gulf of 

Mexico, 


i82 P»A R T II. 

Mexico^, in all the parts of that Continent which r 
c4n ever produce any thing for Britain^ is at-^ 
mofl one continued tra£t of fwamps and mar(hefs, 
or Rice grounds, . with barren fands between* 
them, as in Carolina* The fwamps of Virtginiar 
alone would produce much more Rice than all; 
Europe and America confume ; wd the Rice, 
that we have feen grow upon them, was nigh ' 
a§ large again as what is made on the poor 
gfouinds in Carolina ; the greateft part of which 
ar6 only th? wafliings of tho feml banks whii^h 
for round them, and 'as poor, for low grdundSj; 
as the reft of the country,: but >tkVir^ia'j* 
Mairyland^ and the Delaware .counties^ ' or ter^^' ' 
rito^fi^s of J^enfyhania^ wher*© che uplands are^ 
fertile, the fwamps or Rice grounds ^are lex*^- 
tremely rich ; and if they could get the' krgb " 
and rich forts of Rice aWc-mentioned to plant 
upon them, it might help to bring t&dfofertite ' 
fpots into culture and tillage, to makb them fit 
for other crops, fuch as Hemp and Flax^ and tc> 
drai'n the country, and render it more bealthfui. 
But to clear and drain the fwamps in Virginis'i 
would require all the people in the country to 
do nothirig elfe^ and would kill one half of 
them. It is found, from daily txpcrieQcs, that 
the working in the, miry fwamps in thefe 
hot climates is very unhe^lthfuli and Cfcn dan** 
gerous; for which reafon none of them are 
^ touched, where they have other lands fit to coi*' 
tivate. . It is only the want - of ^ other fruitful 
lands in Carolina^ Florida^ and all ,thc JSoudneBn 

parts 
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paf W of Npr/b America^ that obliges them to 
enter into thefc difmah^ as they are called, 
which rinfed all the codntry rovind them, and 
renda: it very unheakhful, eyen at a diftancc, 
and much more on thefe pernicious pools them« 
.felves. . > 

This fituation of the Southern colonies it- will 

• . > 

bb vccy nflccfliiry to attend to, if ever we Nvpifid 
pron^oteor preferve the intereft. of Britain in 

^]>fvrtb uimerk0\ All our colopies on that Coq^- 
tincnt are divided into the Northern and Sputh- 

. ern, ^of which the firft will' produce nothing 
that thi& nation wants from them j it is only vx 
the Southern parts of North Ameriqa^ that tljc 
colonies can either make thofe commodities 

' which ^re fq much wanted by the nation, or 
fubiift by a dependancc on their Mother C^Pft- 
try by that means. * The intereft of the nation 
therefore jicis in* the Southern parts of tha^ Cop- 
tinenti and it is only by cultivating thefe, . that 
Britmn will be able to keep her colonies in a 
liatc of dcpendance upon her, or reap any gre^t 
advantages by them* But notwithftanding they 

^ are of wch confequence and importance, thefe 
Southern parts of the Continent have been neg- 

'le^cd, and » We have but very few people in 
them. to this djay. The great numbers of peo- 
ple we have iti North America are in the North- 
ern, colonies, where fhcy can make nothing that 
turns >to:any account, either to them or to the 

, natiiiHi, white thefe Southern. parts, which afc 
much nniore extenfi\>e, 4ie unpeopled and uncul- 
tivated; 
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tivated ; v^hich is the true caufe of the bad ftate 
of the Colooies. 

-It was for this reafoh an enquiry for many 
ycar^ at the Board of Trade, Why we have 
£6 few people in our Southern colonies, where 
the intereft of the nation lies ? What anfwer 
they *may have received to that 'important <juef- 
tiop^ wc know not, but it certainly proceeds 
from the barrenncfs of the land, and uhhealth- 
ful fituation of the country. The whole fea- 
cosifi of, North America, from ihe B^jbi^New- 
Tpt/J to the Gulf of Mexico, is a lowj flat, ifen- 
dy bcach^; the foil fo^a^ great rfiftancfe' ftdin It 
is fencfy 'Ani barren ; the climate is very; ralnj^, 
aijd as theft rains have ho drain frb'mthfe' latin, 
but Magnate all oVcra low fl^t fcoiititf^^ ^thi^ 
fwm^ inpumerablc fwanips and marfh^ wira 
f^dcr it very unhealthful. It If i coriiriipfci 
^^opinion, that all this part of^fli6 CoB^flWft, 
which flxetches into the ocean at a cOhfid^r'iWc 
diftance from the reft, hasT)eco redovef^dfri 
tb^ &a, and thai it i^ nothing biit a drainild 
mar£h or fand-bank, v^rhich indeed i( very ttuch 
rercnxbks, and in nqtbing more tlia'A i^fe »^ 
cicioua influence on mankind, "^ Acc6l'3frigly, 
-in all this fpcc, nothing is toT^e fouiid, atircr 
on the furiace, or in tfte bowel§ of the ;cif,A^ 
•but beds of fea-ihclls^ijt place pfll^nels^* mc^lds 
^ikJ other minerals^ at)d the earth' is^'ai^^ifllin 
in thefc, as in othcif produ<£iions. ^ 'It^dn^ idkttfes 
Jibewiifeconfpire to render all tftefc '§o&^1raii 
*oafts of ^ NorJb America unhrattHfuf," and^BS 

they 
z 
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j())^;j(t:e i>am|n withaU and the heats fo fultry^ 
that people are hot able to undergo the toils of 
^i^ers in them, they are abandoned almoft 
^alK It hasr like wife been obfervcd, that niany 
moire people* are buried than are b6m updrt 
iKjefc coaus, whence they can never be pbpu-* 
ibuSf but are a perpetual drain of people to tlii 
jaation. . To people the Southern paits of North 
j4Pff^j^<!^ horn, the unhpalthful fea-coafts^ w6ti1d 
be.as di£Bcult as to people England frdin Jbfn^ 
^^<^ mar(b.-^ Thefe Southern cblonits are frbni 
,150*161, 200 .miles broadt between the 'fea iahd 
.mduntaln^i ^ which about one faalfls thos 
Iq^j nat,^ and iinhe^hhful on the qqaft, and thfe 
*jjxlaiid parts ,the i;everfe. They cati 'Mc^ife 
'yqpljr be, icuttiv»ted to, any ptfrpofe' by^ negroes^ 
'ich' the. prod ace bf the poor ' and barren 
id^ wiii neither purchafe, nor maintain. F6r 
l%K^Qm tiiey,are obliged to lay fuch ititify 
Vupoa the importation oi ncgro'is intb South 
I.Carolina,, that it amouhKs in ^ tnanner to a 

^;pi:o)iibiuoff. . . 

^i , Jf5 jj5 for thefe reafons, that we hav* 10 ftw 

: H5dpl« in pur Southern colonies; and are heV«r 

li^fy to have any riuiiibers by bur prcfent pro- 

*, c^ings^ not the whole interdft bf 

^t|ic natiipn m. North America depends upon it. 

; We think of nothing but ekteriding our *fet- 

'tiemeots 'ffili farther on tbfefe . peftiferdus fea- 

g^TOau^,' even to the funken lagurie^ of Eajt-- 

ui^r^^^^^^^^ oi' Mobile and 

1 Tinja€i}a.\!^n^ to aidd more drains of pepple to 
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the rhany We already have ; by which tneflils 
we dre never lik61y to have any number of pco* 
pVe in the Southern parts of North America^ if 
this nation (hould be roitied by it, as it is very 
likely to be. The only ufe of new fettlementt 
in North America is for the people in the 
Northern and other colonies, who want lands 
to make flaple c^ommodities for Brition^ to 
temove to them ; but none of thefe will ever 
^9 ib Flofida^ or thrive in it, m6re than they 
have done in Carolina anfd Giotgia^ the clir 
mate of Florida is more intemperate, the lands 
«iore barren, and the fituation much worfe 
in'eVery refped. For thefe reafons, if we c&- 
ideavour to raife colonies there, it will benfiudik 
Aiore Imprafticable^ without a perpetual fo& of 
pieoplb, than in any of our other Southern 
xolohies. None of die Southern parts of that 
•Continent can ever be planted, without a viery 
vgreiait lofs of pec^le, bat M the diftance of a 
iiiimdred or a hundred and fifi^ miles froin the 
fea-coaft. 

Whatever any of thefe maritime parts of 
Florida may be, it is certain, they will not 
Isreed people to reap their produdis, if ever 
^ey produce any thing ; nay it appears from 
fuffident experience, that they would not fb 
fnUch as maintain the few people' who have 
been in them. Thefe are fa6ts which fpcedc 
iPor themfclves : Florida has been fettled ever 
iince the year 1586, much longer than any 
part of ^ North America -, h\xt notwithftanding 

we 
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vi^fet the people increafe and multiply fo fafl: 
ip all other parts of that continent;^ they never 
jncreafibd in Floridaf as they have dpne in all 
other parts of America^ both north and fouth. 
The few people who were maintained there at a 
public expenc?, who were moftly Jorfados^ or 
ponviAs bani(hed to a foriorn defert, vv^r^ not 
{jble to get the bare neceflaries of life, but vvpre 
fttpplyi^ by our colonies, the Htivarmqb^ or 
Qther ^panijh fettlements, as is well known \x\ 
oar cplonies whiph ft^pplied th^m *. There- 
fore, whatever any may fay about the hcalth- 
fulnds or fruitfulnefs 9f Fhridqi it niuft ap^ 
pear to be ji mere conjedlure, contrary to 179 
years e^peri^nce. Had it been either a health; 
. ful or fruitful countiy, we fliould at leaft have 
ffen ibtrte people in it, in fo long a time. Jf ft 
^w might have been b^ed tfciere at apubljc e^ 
ppncie^ they all deferted the coqntry^ as aU have 
cJond who- ever went to it; and none will ftay 
iiia country vrfiich does not produce the necel* 
I'^rics of life,, or corp and grafs* Tbefe ,ti>ey 
can oniy get from the fwamps and mar(hes^ 
i^hicfr'itonp would ever cultivate, till they arc 
x^dtic^ 10 tjie laft extremity, and can live po 
Vj^here elfe. If you may force a few negroes to 

-*»^ i* Ail their fopply of bread, ^loathing and money* 
^. if^Npifs from ttie thvoannab aiui Porto BeUo^ and it was go- 
^ 11^ on of tt^ee years fince they h^d^a veflel from any place 
* whaxlbever, which made their wants very great,' as we 
^cetDld by 9 good Judge, on the ^ot* Dickenfon% voyage 

B b 2 clear 
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clear and cultivate thefe difmah^ as they are 
called, white people are not fit for the bufinefe 
in that climate, and will never apply to it, if 
they can poflibly live any where elfe. But ex- 
cept thcfe difmal fwamps, it appears from all 
accounts, that they have no other Corn or grafs 
grounds m Florida^ $t to maintain any number 
ctfpepple. 

It is as contrary to all reafbn and experience, 
to call Fbrida hiealthful. There never was a 
healthful country known upon the fea coafts 
of America, whether . north , or fouth, from 
New^etk; or at leaft from Virginia y to Peru-, 
all the\Brrt()<& and Spantjh colonies in thefe clir 
plates are well known to be very qnhealthful, 
on the low flat and marfhy fea coafts \ and 
Florida lies in the very cbidfl: arid ,wbrft fituation 
of them all. If it is healthful, it mud alter 
the very nature of things. It is a low flat and 
inarfliy fea cbaft, fcorched with burning fands, 
in a hot clinnrate, and clofe woody country, and 
flooded with exceflive heavy rains, which have 
no drain from the land, but ftagnate all over a 
low fiat country, and form thofb fwamps and 
xnarflies of which it is full; which become per- 
feftly peftiferous, where the. waters ftaghatc 
and corrupt in fuch a hot climate. There is 
Bot a hill in tqe whole country to drain it frona 
fhe heavy rains, either in eaft or weft Florida. i 
from which alone any one might perceive, they 
can never be healthful. In thefe re^etfks they 
lefeqible all the moft unhealthful parts of our 

colonies;^ 
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1sc\otMS, and ofaU other parts of the world,* 
and the climate is more intemperate. We* 
ought not therefore to b^ deluded with ftories 
about the healthfulnefs of fuch a country, when 
all the world (hews it to be the reverie. All 
our colonies, and Weji-Fhrida^ were very 
healthful, till they were found to be otherwifej 
as they muft appear to |>e to every good judge,, 
from their fituation on or nigh the fea coafts, 
which arc well known to be very unhealth-^ 
fill *. The complexions of the people, the 


*. f 


^ The fituation of all the maritime parts of Nvrth Jnurica^ 
in the fouth is ; 1. They are a low, flat and dole woody 
iX)ttntry/ which can neither be well aired nor ventilated. 

IL :Thie,coa(l>for fome diftance is low, flat and mar(hy i 
the marlbes fmell as bad as any common fewers, and infill 
the whole country round them; < 

III. The foil is iii general a fcorcbing (and in a hot cli« 
mate, which with the clofe woods render the beats fo infuf- 
ferable, that people fometifkies drop down dead^D)Ml4iemV 
cfpecially at hard labor in the fields, i- '^■-i ? ;^'^ ' 

IV. They lye in a narrow vslle between the fea and 
mountains, and are flooded with rains from both thefefour- 
^es, both from fea and land winds. The quantity of rain 
that falls by thefe means is vatUy great, from 50 to 65 
inches in a year. In the moft rainy leafon we bave knowa 
in Bngtand^ there fell 9 inches of rain in two months, but 
at Charlhs'T^own Dr. Lining mcafured 9 inches of rain in one 
Ihoiwer, wliich lafted 36 hours. The greateft part of thta 
^n falls int the months of July^ Auguft and Septimber^ and 
renders them very fickly, by ftagnating aH over a low flat 
pountry, which fofms f6 many fwamps and marihes. In 
fhrida^zgi\n\h^j have a third fource of rain froriii the 
giilph of Mixiipy fo that it rains almoft every day in fam« 
incr.-.;-' ' ' " ^ ' ^ . ' • • '- - - , . 
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fufcfl; fign of the ftate of health in ftay cpuMf yt » 
tlieif palp and fallow Ippfep^ and emacia^d hjb' 
\m$^ 4btfa4g»tly (li«w the ynJb^JiUhfwl^ef^ pf • 

thfiir 

, V. All iinu hapt^Q^ in^ di^ (JinBUtt of Ncrtb America^ 
ivbicb i& i\ri>jc<3L lo g^eat and fuddea changes from heat tp 
cbid, efpecially in the long nights in the fouthern parts» to 
whtch their unfaealthfulnefs is chiefly owing^ You are 
ipeited with fweat at iiigbt, and ireflnbie in your bed with 
cold beipre oiarniQg. lUnc yUf lafbrym^. - 

Here jyQh^vp ti^th heat a^id moifture in extreams, whicd 
^e the certain parents of difeafes, faith Hippocrates ; and' 
^athas been fufiiciently.verifyed in the woods and fwamps 
pT Jimrica \ akbough fome places are more healthful, fuch 
as the bailks of %x. Jugufii^iu-yf^nA are hi^ and dry, ^i 
pofed to th« fea. bcofs^—* The coouooii diftafes are fpi? 
demiq f^v^rs, and ttWfoifi^ry. 4/^0^, as it is called, isi| 
lingering cbaches^yt of wbi<^ I¥M)9 caia forni my jt^dgtnent 
in M year or C«a- 

The reafon th;^t is given f(ir the beabbfukiefs of Fk"^ ^ 
r/^A^i is, that the gfirriioii of St. J^guftint^ afrer ftaying - 
there for ^o monciift bippeaed to efcape alivej but furelv 
that is tio Certain proof that the country isheahfafii}. 1% 
may be a iign that it is inhabiiiable^and foare aH parts of tfa^ 
wbrld, in Tome degree, itota, Greenland ioG^mirifn^ but 
that is no proaf that they are bealthfiU. They appear to bo 
unacquainted with tbe (Ute of health in NeftbAHiericfi^ vbo 
4raiW chat conclufion from fucb aa.jobferiiwKioa ! It is well ' 
knowQ, that aaany go and retura from all the moft tm- 
healchfui paru of Jmtrica^ and eioipe with their Uvea, 
although not ayithout m fevcyw ftt of ftdtnefs ; of which 
we fee ioitaocea every day in all our (hips cwew^, who 
go tp thefe unJu^alibful cqaSs 'oi Norib Avteriia. By 
^ch inferences,, we feetm not , to. obfcrvv the fieft prin- 
ciple of pAxfi^i* the bane «f which is^ to dra^ geaend 
i^s fcam particular ohTeryations. To /ay *tbat iitch a one 
hep^ned to efc^pe wish bis life ^outiof Floriia^ Is no «^ort 
than to fay, that fuch a one happened to live after taktsg a 

dangerous 
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ibeir fitiation^ anil deter adi i;^ho know thmi 
from fettling among them. By *thefc iifteaii6 
Ifae fi&tibh k^es tndre pec^le on ^tbefe unhea(th* 

dangcrdiis taedicine, when twenty othcrr mfty be kHted.1l)r 
it. ^^ The acute dileafes in thefe unhealthfur ^rts ^ 
TJortb Jmerica generally tHrti to intermitCentSf which are 
^ot hnprtal even in twetfcy months ; but in a fe(v m6fittf» 
.iiibit t!hby itoay Mhg on thtit Cach^yy With &h ^Wciatell 
itftbit^ afweyed bellj» and pale^faiiow con^kxtDSt^wMsb 

is the chara£leriftic of the bad ftate of health in ^11 ihe^udi- 

ern and maritime pzrt%x}{ Nofth America i after which acute 
'^dSeiifes are nioi^M, and chrbnicMifeafes iftCuratile, witJiodt 

a change of m sind cUtnafe. '-^J^iAas dfnhelbs (ST feminio^ 
.tttos, ^h msiftoriiimis mi mtntts trnfui^rt^ IS tiii.^Hf^ysui 

recuperart. . Sanciti de noxii's pallidum effluviis. ^ 

U|>6n thefe accounts, thefe maritime parts ofVTo'rth Ami^ 

¥ka4lSGt1ti)tti moft othcipamef -the worid/'^lcft A« 
igenctsSly hei^hhftib twhcsrever they are'liidrreni but to be 

both barren and unhealtbful, is pethaps p^buliftf to t})ffe 

wretched fea coafts, on which the poor people ftarye.witli 
'j^crty, and dye with pefpfetflfal ficikWefs; flieWing, Whljc 
*ili9e) the ^ry pidul^e ^f pbv^y ^d4^ad healthy almoff in 

ievery oountenanoe. , . 

They wlt^g tell us, that Fltnrida is healthful, would at the 
"fame time perfbade ut,' that it will iiear fugar^in wKich 

they fcem not to know, hbw-MiAih fhfeyctfnira^ftft them- 

^li^. The findt ltaa«^ of huakhili^ peb^ giher^Tlsr eii- . 
Joy in- all thefe fenthera and mafitiflie parts of Nsfih 4^^ 

rica^ pfocceds* from the winters » in -which the peoj^le r^- 
' 'trult their flrength and vigor, fo as to be able to live out 

another (un»meri 'but in futh tenters fagar fs kilkd,- ^Ben^ 

men recover ; hatMmia feems t!o be unfit fot either. It* is 

. for this reafotij^ai the people eUcreaib and mufttply fo|£;^|n 

North Amiricoy wben^they decreafe in the fugar cqlonics i 

^ as they appear to do ihtRefe (butWrft and linhfeiUKful fea 

tbafts of the CdDtidciht, Wh^l« the winters are fo Hhku 
- Prpm Cfaia we mv^y fee tfeetwifdom df nature in evei'y thipe ^ 

if the fev^re cqlds reoder that conctnent uninhabitable in tne 
nonh^ it is on that account more inhabitable in the fouch. 

fui 
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liavc ioft io maay people ; that iS^Wn has bom 

i;^ould Idfeas many in peopling Fhridu. • . Fw 

jthat reafon it u propofedtd peaple it WHtii 

\Creeks', b^t the Ibw flatc^wd iiiar^ 6Qtuntr]r» 

larid' fcovc&ing fand& :of lihnJa, w^^ ds dHFerffiBft 

fitJto the tSgb and di^y, biHy and {looy couqk 

!try of Ofeeu,^^s 6{ BrOaiki Greeaslm iatJbua 

^atdetlimatei as^ Viirginia^ aiKl'.^ipoi)pIe lOl 

^A^ick2l0<iy qtitxft Wftippofod Co foe^lifittertitored 

to^ the fiftgiitik in&' peculiar dinoiato of riV^io^ 

?jimerica^nihtCif:eeiU} but fend othpQ&!l^j|bft 

•Aiofchin^ iaiidi^ and ^^^lfflps^f F/9;iiik>> f^MTfW 

'ItheinS^ **t)ifld furvivc it'^fqr ahy timbrsrolt iefijfii 

. this feafon^ that none c^ the people do ^rcor* 

.lonies \vi)i go to J^hrida, efpecially^in thftin^hr^. 

era, for Whom it is only wanteck*" X'h«^ took 

itpon if a$ going to their graves^ or to leid a 

^ miferable life in an intiemperate and fickfy clirr 

. mate, in which they ace laot able to undergd 

jdbe labor that is necefiary coeatti their breo^di 

" The bfeat of the faflds virotdd fcotckthe finals 

** of their flioes/* fay d^ey, in the accounts 

they have publiih^d of it ; am^an. fiiFt£t, llie 

heat in Georgia has been foundto be 163 de- 

\ grees in the ihade^ and in Carolina- i^o in ihe 

'fun and &nds, wbidi is 34 degrees greater 

than the heat of human blood. Such a country 

can never be cultivated but by negroes, which. 

ill 
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dll the produce of the poor lands will never en- 
able any one to purchafe, efpccially at thcfr pre- 
sent advanced price. And if any fhould lay but 
money upon negroes in Florida^ it would only 
hinder the people in Carolina to nsatntain thejjr$^ 
which they are already fcarcc able to do 
without ma'nu£adlureS) as we have faid. ^ 

If we confider the foil, it is rather worfc 
than the climate and lituation. All the /Quth*- 
crn and maritime parts of North Amema are 
either a barren bank of fand, or an unhealt|^- 
ful funken marih; and the farther fouth we 
jo, the worfe it grows in thefe refpejfts^ till m 
hrfdaix end* in a mere fandy delierti. full of 
ftsfgnane poofs from the heavy ^aifis. The 
#hole coaft bf We^^Fkrida has been well 
known ^everfince the year 17 19, and the many 
2£Cow^lsxht French have given of it, to be jeio- 
thiiig; hut. fuch a fandy defertj \^ the land is 
** ftbtbing bui a fine fand, as white and 
*^ fliiningas fnow,*/' This is th6 accoupt they 

gilre c^f:: thevcountry from the MiJJifippi XoMpr 
brki <jf which hfli an crfiieer of twenty years 
experience' in the country, gives his opinion ift 
thefe words, • I never could fee for what ^ea- 
^ fonthis fort was built, or what could be the 

* We, oFiti although it is 120 leagues fron^ 

* New^Orkans^ \t nwift b«; fupplicd frcfin 
-thence I the foil \% fo bad, being nothing but; 
*^:fandi tiaatjt produces nothing, but. Pin^-tre€§^ 

C c ! pr 
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* or a little pulfe, which is but iadifferent of the 
< kind f' They only fettled there for the fake 
t)f a port in Dauphin ifland, which was choked 
tip by the (hifting of the fands in a gale of wind* 
* and leaves the place without any port above 
the depth of nine feet. They only maintained 
this port to vye with Carolina in the Indian 
trade, for which pufpofe it muft be rather a 
prejudice than any benefit to Britain* Their 
other fettlements on this coaft, they tell us, 
*' only defer ved an oblivion las lafting, as their 
♦^ duration was (hort." They then took Pen;' 
Jacoia from the Spaniards, but found it only fit 
to difrtiantle and abandon ; on which they re- 
tired to the MiJJifippi^^ a^ \ye mujft . dp, if .e?er 
we would hold that country. Cy .infiAifiK 
upon the fettlemept of the fea coafts, we fha| 
Jofc both time, men and money for nPihiAgi 
till we may lofe the country witji fhero^ Vk 
both the French and Spaniards have dofi<j 
before us. 

The grcateft part of Florida was^furveyedio 
ij^oS^ by'Capt. Nairn ^ fjrom G^r^iina^ .who 
gives this account of it for about afi hundred 
miles fquare round Prnfacolai " Ail thi? coup^ 
♦^ try is z pine barren (fapdy deiiert) '.wi^bput 
*' any water in it;" that ij, it has neither » earth 
por w»ter in it, and rouft therefore* be very 
imfit for a planmim. AH the reft of ftmd^^ 

t Dy Mont. Mcmoires dc h I^ouifiame, TomV ii. p. fid* 

\ ,.$rp|iear$ 
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^ppears^to be the Tame, where it is not.fteampy 
and marfhy. We may fay of the whole, what 
K Warievoix, who travelled all over it, fays of 
the next port at St. yofeph's^ which lie? in the 
|hiddle of the country upon the borders of 
Eqfi and fTefi Florida 5 * it is a wretched coun^ 

* try (un pifys perdu) and fi mere barren find* 
^ on a fkt and bleak fea-coaft — the laft place 
^ on earth where one would expcft to meet 

* with any mortal, and above all with Chrift- 

* lans */ Our people who are there, and thofc 
who have come from it, give rather a worfe 
account of their fituation, and of the country -(*• 

• HFft. If. France^ torn. vi. p. 263. 

t '^The folioMring adcoum was wrote by :in officer from 
J^M&c^j aiid has ^(^n confirmed by other eye-wltnefles : 
^' My expe^atioos .witb regard to this country, and cbe 
bopes of every one etfe, are funk to the lowed jpitcb« 
lafteod^^thcfineft country in the world (as ff^{^ Florida 
w^tall^l^iiHe foondehe moftfahdy, barren, and defetc 
land that eyes could fee, or imagination paint 1 not capa^ 
ble of producing a/ingle vegetable, nor theleaft profpeftpf 
improving it; ! as the foil for an hundred miles bacl^ is. every 
wheie (he Amea9tho fea-ihofe, and confifts not of earth, 
V^ifijl^ tbp w^iteft. £ind you ev«r faw \** which agrees with 
tl^e account pf Qapt^ Nairn abov e» 

^* jn fummer it is too hot to go abroad in the day-time ; 
ifte months of July, Augufl^ and September are faid to be a^ 
bnttereitt at yamai^a* The winter is very cold, but as ic 
dpp69ds...^n^v((b)H. WJndihknTs,. that is very uncertain^. 
Xou haye c^tpocoptr^y epctreams in the iame day > a South 
wind (cdrches, and a North wind freezes, which mufl be 
very difagreeable — There is fo much ficknefs at MohiU^ 
tiiat almoitaiU th« officers are ill, and only 60 men of a 
regtQEtfiJtable to do duty i" which was afterwards the cafe 
at Pifijaala. * 

. C C 2 Yet 
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' Yet we are told, « W^' Florida is exfremely 
^\ fertile*;'* and we have no better ^ grounds 
to believe, that EaftFloridd is fo. This i^;the 
firft pgrt oi North Amtrica that was ever- at- 
tempted to be fettled, and has been better 
known than any part of the Continent, ahho' 
It feems now to be entirely unknown and for- 
got. Both the Spaniards znA French have often 
attempted to fettle Eaji Florida^ but found it to 
be fo unfit for that purpofe, that they entirely 
abandoned it -f-. This country has been as well 
known to the Englijh fince the two fieges of 
St, Auguftine in 1702' and 1740, and the ex- 
peditions 

^Regulatid'ns of the Colonies, > ' • • 

"^ t F^rida was firft undertaken to be littled by y^hn^Pena 
in 151 2 J Vofquez d* Jyllonin 1520 and 1524; Piimphilo 
NarvjjeZf who had a grant oF it, in 1528 i Fernando Sot9 
from 1539 to 1541 ; a Company of MJffiohi^e* ih ^549 ; 
Pedr9 de MeUndez^ who had a giant of a}lite>j9ouitem parts 
of North America^ in 1562 to 1586; the French under 
Ribauk and Laudonniere from 1562 to 15675 but tbey aH 
found the country tobefo poor and barren, that they aban* 
doned it, infomuch that it has never been'fettfed* a9 a tfolony 
*to this day. 5^^^ 'travelled all' over ihp Wcftem parts of 
the Peninfula, from the Bay of Sptrito Santo, v^herc he 
landed, and tells us of the whole from that to the inland 
parts of Georgia, ** that country, which is no tefs than 
*' 350 leagues in extent, is a light and fof^]and (fand), 
*^ full of fwamps and very high and' thick byflies^' ^hich 
** is very poor and barren:" but where lands bear no- 
"thing but bufhes or underwoods in Amerieaj they arc good 
for nothing; Narvaez again Searched all the £aAe)-n and 
inland pares for 280 leagues, < and found it to be ali«a Jow 
f flat fand, full of fwamps, with a fad and dtfmai'afpeft 
f throughout the whole country/ SQlum omnf-fuodb^^tnut 
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f^i^^MGpww;Si//A V^ho brok^^i^ the 

fy^ian fettliEimehts in it ;. from which. eyq^y one 

. Jb9$ cafipeivqd tha( bad opipion of l^Ioria4, which 

» allb^vjc givfjj us, wbo.^vcr beforekncyv i^, For 

t^yefe reafppi the Spaniards abandoned Florida 

aa a wiwiiy, and ^ St. 4ugufiine wap oaly nj^n- 

7 1 taliped ^y ^is Catholic Majpfty^ that it may 

^ bc>jftC fcirvicq to the Plate-fleets, whcp coming 

- f; tlwwgh. the, Gulf^ by {hewing lighi? t^q them 

^ ?^ong the coaft, and by being ready to" give 

>^ j^Gili^iice when any of them ^re cad ^way 

5 tljprc5about ^/ This was the more neceffary, 

" as th^re is not a port upon that whole coaft. 

Th<^ Bar of St. ^ugujiine has but eight or nine 

feet water on it, and that over fuch breakers oa 

the rocks, that it is as tremendous as dangerouB 

to |Jafe it* We are told indeed^ thatthefe rocks 

may be blown up, but for what purpofe? There 

could aot bd a worfe^ fpot pitched upon, either 

to cttltivate or navigate 5 and there are four good 

ports high it, 5/. MarySj Jekytl^ Tybee^ and 

Port-R^ydh but itot one of them will ever be 

fecurcd by fuch colonies as Georgia and Flo^ 

nf^ I • although they arc the only good port$ 

• • <• ' 

- Ui/iravireini ( focundum ipforum cakulum 280 Itucarum) phi'- 
. imm ifftt, ifiqui ar^nofumj, multis fiagnis riguum — Trijigm If 
fquaUidam regionis fuci§m renuntiavit. ,De Laet. 1. 4. c. j. 
/fiafrera Dec, ivv 1. 4. c. 4, , 

' FroQi^all tb«fe accountsy ai?d from all the authentic docu- 

. ments with which the CoMncil of the Indies in Spain cotill 

. -fiifiiilb b^m, which were numerous, the Hlftorian of Anu^ 

,rim bjmfelf informs us, Florida is a poor country, withotit 

aaxy tQtnmodiiy but a few forry pearly and all who cvec 

iveattoiiilied inmifery. Herrera Dec. iii. 1. 8, c. 8, • 

' f Rcportof the Aflembly of Ci?r^//W,^«^ 18, 1740- 

1 Wc 
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We h^TC in aU thdc Southpra parts p# i^tb 
America, • ". - 

Frqm all thefe accoimts of Ea^ Fimia^2^ 
even from thofe which ha?^ be^a ptiblifllcd M 
extoll and magnify the coumry, it tuaft appeal 
to all good and knpairtial judges, to be nothiirg* 
but St pine-harreHf or fandy defort, which* caif 
only be compared to a barren fandy be^b iii 
Europe^ if if is not even worfe -f. w ^ 

-* • 

V f- Tbia ibandifid3r aj^pean ffoiii' the joumal of Mr. Bar-^ 
tfwriin$tffi FUrida. Laiids in North Afrnrka are eafily 
koovo by iiriMit they prodoce, or the woods with whicfi thejr 
are coveced».o£ which our Author gives a particular accounf 
in every part of tti^ eountry^ fr6til which it rhuft' appear to 
sdlx/rtioimdafland it, that thei lan^ are the worft of ady in 
Ihrih Jvtirka^ which are ib much worfe than' thofe in 
Ewrapi. They are in general covered with pines ^ mixed 
with a few flirabby oaksy lhe*wiks, or ChirAapini ; and in 
other places, which are fwampy, with laurels j hays^ liguuT^ 
amben^ and waierpah'^ with^ underwood of hy^ piyrtkf 
wbartJe-b£rriesy. palmett9^ &c. ; now thefe ar^ the. heath 
itfclf of America^ with which all poor and barren Unds are. 
(iibvered there, as diey are here with heath, whfth' does hot 
grow in America^ Hence Ftmda was Jtifl)y called a Bag" 
fitot' heaths Were that heath in America^ it would be cover- 
ed in the (ame manner as Florida is, (ince there is no other 
heath there.— Good lands in thefe Southern par^s of North 
jfmericaSsiQviA be covered, as they aire upon the Miffijftppi^ 
and aU other places, with tall red hiccories, as bi^h and 
flraight as ehns, tMte^ cbejlnuty ox fcarUt oaks^ tulip trees^ 
hlaik walnuts^ bcufti^ &c. of which we do not meet widi 
one in FUrida ; and it is not a tree or two of any kind that 
denotes the quality of the land, but entire woods of thenv 

But many, who are unacquainted with thefe thipg% 
deceive themfelves, and impofe upon the nation ; and It ia 
to be feajFedy do not know land when they fee it. Ff they 
find a few oeki on land, they think it muft be good -, but 
there ar<e four and tweAty different forts of oaks in Ncrth 

Jmgrica^ 
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fitit ts the whole is ^ dead flat, without a 
kill in it» if it be not fome fand-banks, the 
tmnsy which are very heavy, and almoft pcr- 
petAai eveiy day in fammer, fbrm many fwamps 
and marflies, in which the waters ftagnate for 
want of a drain, and thereby fertilize the pooc 
bairen Coil. Thefe ate the Rice grounds of 

Amtrica^ which giow <mi all ibrts of foil, ffovn clay to fati4» 
and froai the beft to the very wqrft of all. Others agaia 
are as much deceived about what they caii hiuory^Unds.^-^ 
So upon feeing a Kttte clay in the fandy banks, they tdl us^ 
thefe barren £vnds have a clayey fouodattoo X-'^yixmSannm 
could find na clay, till a bU was fearcfaed for as a rmtf^ 
wbkh proved to be only a coocredon of Ihells. The ftndf 
banks in all thefe .Sovithern parts of Nor^ Amiriis have 
foni^e ^raf'a of day and (heijte in them^ otherwife diey 
MTOul^ be walhod in^ dia (eai where there are no rocka. 
nor ^OQ^ tpfupi^ort them i jbut^you will find o^ day isi tiia 
land. \ .[ » 

But the way to ju4ge of good lands is from the Corn ani 
Grafs tbe^ bear, and the crops they yield ; ib that if any 
will tell tt^ o( gtfoi landu \n JFlmda^ «rtiat fort of Grafa da 
they produce, .or 4o they bear any ? and what is it liieef 
Sandy foUs in hotclintates never produce good Grafs, and 
in Florida they krr covered with pines, which fpoil every 
thing, and eveathe earth itfelf, as we have faid. But what 
fort of corn will lands (yrodace, wbicb bear 90 Grafs ? 
. W« are txdd indeed,they have twocrops of Corninayeart 
«l^'rcfa it if weU known the JMians o^Fbrlia always h^d^, 
<ind yet they never tu|d Corn to eat for above fix months iit 
the year. There are five very dlStrent forts of InJUan 
Cprfi> and a dwarf early kii»4) ef which they h^nre two crops 
A year in all the Southern partf of Amerha^ and yet it yieldi 
fo little, that it i& not worth plamingi if it benot inC^M&^^s 
«lkl Fkrida^ where the foil or climate are fit for no other« 
.-^-Thiia ydu c^n neither hate Wheat, Bailey, Rye, Oats, 
good Indian Qow, nor Grafft; fothlir it istobefeared, wb 
4<i no^ know or conTider whfit it ia to plant focb a country ! 

Carolina. 
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(hroIifK^ which are the beft^ if riot the Only, 
fruitful lands in the cbuntry; and for that rcrf*^\ 
foD a Rice planter who has been to view thefe 
in Florida tells us, " thefe iw^r/Z^^^ are extrabtw 
•' dinary rich lands J ;" from which exprcffion 
many would perfuade thcmfeives, and makethe^ 
world believe, this is a very rich and fruitful 
country, as nothing elfe can induce any one to 
be of that opinion : but furely fuch pcrniciotis 
pools, in that climate, nevercfcferved the name 
of landi ^f it be not here, or in Caralina^ where 
they have no other. A Rice planter may think 
thefe marfhes on the head of St. John\nvtTy 
or the fwamps in the middle of it, *' the beft 
** in the king*s dominions * ;'* but the better 
they are in his fenfe, fo much the wotfe for 
thdfe who live upon them; for good Ricfc 
grounds have a ftrong holding bottom> on 
which the waters do not drain off and leave, 
tbem dry, as upon their poor fandy bottdmsr, 
but ftagnate till they become putrid, and infefl: 
the whole country round them.; which' fre^ 

• ►■ 

j Account of Eqfi Plortda,, p. 77. 

* We fear, they who may be of this opinion are not ac- 
quainted with the king's dominions. Were they to Cet 
the fwamps in Virginia znd Maryland, they wdti Id think * 
ihofe in Carolina and Florida hardly worth cultivating. 
This they may perceive from the Cypnjffes they bcar^ which • 
are fo ftunted, that they abundantly ihew the fteriHty eVeit 
of thefe their low grounds. And as moft of ihefe on Su 
Johnh river are Cyprefs fwamps, which vrill not defray th« 
charge of clearing and draining, it is to betjucftioned, whe>» 
thcr they are fit for any thing, 

quqntly 
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{^alfkafptnt kk all the foutheri} fAst% 4>f 

Tfaefb {vntoffSy which they wotsld calt siqh 
Jand^y lye im £/• Johns, river^ whkh is t^w 
piiiy pact of the couatry that is. of any valiie«» 
Now the lands on the lowcir parts, oi that rivef 

t For tkefe rsafoDs the.virc; A:tttbQr of rrature f^esms to 
hav^ mad^^ thefe fouthern parts of America^ whic)i are Co 
low and ilar, and flooded with foch heavy raim, a poo^ 
fatjdjr foil, frojli which the t^atet^dlain kM^ w U>otk 4fff 
vpy dttfenrife Ihef vTould fa« unmhabteblo } arid tbefer Rki: 
fvmoipei af«»liltlt» better* L^ not anj^ one tberefo/io, fet ar 
value upon a clayey f6il» on thefe low fiat anJraibyYea 
opafts^ even if they Aould find any." Neither lefra^ 6r^' 
iotagine, Vha|: fhrfda wHI evtr bverd* psofibi • > N^irr 
niakes iK)t}m}g in vain^ aad.doss.iwA breed pep^Ietotfta«ve 
iii.a^ faody lieTert* Th«, Frmch obf^rved at MobiU, ttiai 
the breedi»gvometi were barren, as they are in a like fttu- 
9EtfOi>o» the coaft'(^>^/Vi, and in all fudh fandy^deferts m 
hot climitdsi if ora* italural and aQa»ifeft eatifo;} wbinrrcr 
atiite ftpries^anf may tell u.3 about their fecundity at St.., 
'A'Wfiinfp • TtH4S we feem not to confider what it is for this 
nmw^^ whieh is^in fuch want of people both at hom6 ancf 
^road^ to. people a country, in w&cfa f)aore pebple a*^ 
boried thah'^re born, and Uie wonrien ai^e barren. It ua 
fuFprifing, that when this nation haa fo few people, we 
ihoold think of nothing but fettling the barren and peitife- 
FdM ftf|<coaA& of Florida^ and the M^efl India iOiand^, which 
hnye >eei))CalM bealthfu}, aa well as the other. Thefe 
imift be fettled by Britain ; none of the people in our colo- 
niea wiiJ go nigh one of th^m^ and the natioo will be 
draioed of peogle at home, to ^render her colonies indep^n-^. 
d^int, and more populous and powerful than their mother 
(CofjUitrys to the probable luip of both. But we feem to be 
rul^ by,a little local knowledge of a fandy poiht on thefe 
"bafreii ftnd ^UTlbieaUbful fea coaft^^ yy^ithput any regard to 
;all th^ reft of the world. , ■' 

Dd ^'^T^ ''are 
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are fandy and barren for 125 miles, above 
which thefe fwamps extend 40 or . 50 miles 
farther ; and btyond thele the river is fo choked 
up with pond weeds (a fure fign of an offenfivc 
ftagnant water) that it overflows its IpW bord- 
ers, and drowns the country about it, which 
forms many lagunes, or miry marfhcs, from 
that to Us fource nigh the cape of Florida. 
This is the whole of this country, which forac 
would extoil and magnify ! — As for any tip- 
lands, we hear of none but what are all (and. 
The Pine^barrens come down to the riVer fide, 
where it is not fwampy ; and the low groqnds, 
between the fwamps and the barrens adjacent, 
arc^ but two or three hundred yards broad, 
and t:hefe are all fand^ fays oiir author -f . 
But if this were a fruitful country, thefe low 
grounds on the river fide (hould be two or three 
miles broad with a deep and rich foil. If you 
meet with no fuch lands on the river fides, 
cfpecially in North America^ it is a certain figo, 
there are none in the whole country. It is 
therefore to be feared, that they who would 
^lagnify and praife this barren defert, do not 
know a XDUBtry when they fee it, and are mope 

f See B^jr/r^iw^s journal, manvfcrlpi\ which paflage we 
4o not find in the edition that has been publiflied ; although 
it 1^ the moft material of the whole, as it contains a general 
iefcriptimi of the country, and the author's topinion of it, 
after he had viewed it \ but as this is not in favor of thq 
country, it was not deemed fit to print. 

unable 


PART li. 603 

Unable to form a right judgment from an ac«» 
iqount of it -f-. 

The fettlements on thefe rich lands^ as they 
would call them, are made on little hillocks^ 
about 2 or 300 yards long, and half as broad> 
which rife up here and there in the midft of thefe 
fwamps or banks of the river. ** Thefe are the 
'* beftCorn lands," fays our author, and the only 
lands that the natives cultivated, for which they 
are rendered fit by being covered with (hells, like 
many parts of North America. Such fpots are 
pertainly not worth pofleffing in fuch a defert. 
The low grounds on the river fide, vvhlch are 
the only other fruitful lands^ are but 2 or 300 
"yards broad, . and about 50 n^iles in length* 

t There is not perhaps a river in the world, of theVame 
extent with this, that has fo little or rather no good land on 
'it. £ven in fTifl Florida:^ barren as it is on the Tea coafts, 
ii you a/ceod the ri vera for 100 or 150 miles, you mecc 
with a high dry and fruitful country, in a more temperate 
'climate, and healthful fituation; but this muddy canal in 
Esft Flofija h barren at its mbuth, and ends in fuch 
,Tnar(besatitsbead, that they are not fit to inhabit in that 
.climate.. This and al) the other little ftreams in the coun^ 
try proceed from fuch fources, and run fome north, fome 
•fouth, in contrary dire£liohs to one anothier, like ftagnant 
abd muddy caYials, rather than running wafers which pro- 
ceed from the natural fotu'ces of rivers in hills and moun- 
tains ; of which there are none in all Florida^ whether eaft 
or weft, nigh the cojft. Yet they would praifeeven thefe 
muddycanals, which they call rivers, as well as the marfiies 
upon them, which they would call rich lands, fince there 
are Do others. But if any would fee a true account both of 
fuch rivers and lands, which fmell as bad as any common 
fcwers, and are only to be paralleled by the Campania of 
Romi^ let them confult Lancijide noxiis paludum effiwfiii. 

D d 2 Suppofc 
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Sappofc they were a mHe broad, and loo miles 
in length, vfbich will contain all the heft of 
ihtC^hd^iti the country, they would make but 
jxDO fqttare milcis, whkh j$ bcft the iizc of the 
tenth part of a cooniy in Bnghnd. Even if 
ive aHow ail the little fpots that n^ay he found 
fit to roltivate in the \diole country, to m^e 
lobo fquare miles, the fize of a county in 
Ef^knd^ can they be worth po&ffingjn fudi 
a defert I or can ^h fpots be worth 100,000 L 
a year i — ^Ai! the lands of any value in Canada 
make hut 900 fquare miks, and thofe in Fkr 
ridanox 100 ; the two together are no larger 
than a county in England^ and are faid to coft 
near half a million a year, which is nigh half 
as much 9s all the l^nds in North America pro* 
duce for fkle« 

As for the produce of iiich a country^ we 
may>e fure it cannot be much, if any thing. 
The firft thing to be confidered in all countries, 
and efpeclally on plantatioiis where they have 
no markets for provifions, are the ncccfikries of 
Itfe, or Corn and Grafs, which Florida will not 
produce for any number of people, or a colony. 
Neither Wheat, Barley, Rye» nor Oats» wUl 
grow in the foil or climate. A poor and 
fcorching fandy foil is as improper for thefe, as 
a miry marih, efpecially in fuch a climate. The 
winters likewife are too £hort and fultry to cure 
proviiions, at leaft to keep for the year ; without 
which it is impofEble to live on plantations : 
but as the winters ace attended with froft^ fo 
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aB ti!> render the country unfit to produce ftigar^ 
it labors under all the difad vantages of a fouih« 
era fituation, without* any of the advantages 1 
-^and they may be a$ unaUe to purchafe Uieir 
provifions^ as to raife or cure them. Nothing 
that North America produces, will enable a co» 
lony to purchafe thbir provifions. It was for 
this reafon^ that the Spaniards never iiad the 
neceffaries of life in 170 years that they Wj&n; 
poile^l^ c^ Florida ; and every one deferts the 
country, as fad as they go to it, unlefe they are 
maintained at a public expence. The many 
prc^edors we have in all our colonies^ «ever 
cDi;»fidcr how their lahourers are to he Aiaiii* 
c^ned^ and for tbat^reafon their projedsuil mi^ 
c^rry, ^ ttfey certainly muft do In Fhrida^ 
Vqu can only maintain a colony there by 
means of. Rice, aad to olear, drain and cidtiv 
vote the jdifmal fwamps of America for, that, in 
which half the labourers are loft, is more than 
any white people can or will do y and to purr 
chafe negroes atf their pre£bnt {nrice ^tll never 
tam to account for that, or any thmg elft that 
Florida will produce. They find it fo difficult 
to maintain negroes ia Cc^dina^ that they have 
in a manner prohibited them. At the beft> Fio^ 
rida can only be a barren appendage of the 
other Rice colonies^ which already produce 
more Riqe than they can well vend^ or at kaft 
they and the other colonies have (ten times more, 
land than would ferve for that purpofe; fo that 
the fettling of a colony here can pnly ferve to 

oblige 
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oblige the reft to fet their negroes about riianti^ 
fadtures, as we have faid *• ^ 

For thcfe reaforis, they would make a fugar 
colony of Florida -, a whim with which the 
nation has been deluded, with all others that 
could be thought of. A poor fandy foil is as 
iinfit to produce fugar, as the cane is to grow 
in froil and fnow. They muft be little ac- 
quainted with the climate of Nortb America^ 
who expcdl to make fugar in any part of that 
continent. At CAarleS'-Town in Souib Carolina 
the cold has been obferved to be greater, thaii 

' • • We have already had an account of what Florida will 
produce^ by a good jud^e on the fpot. Mu Bartratn telt$ 
4IS, the ricbjer fwaoips may produce Rice ; the narrow ffi^ 
of fandy low grounds on the borders of thefe, might bear 
Indigo ; and the fandy uplands, which are in a manner the 
vrhoie country, would produce Indian Corn, Potatoes, and 
Cotton, ^* by the help of ^ung^ and good cuhivatfon,'^ 
fays he; and fo would .any land, if you could get manure 
for it I but that is as fcarce in a fandy defert, as a clayey 
foundation'is for fuch a foil, which we are told might ma« 
nureit—- The proper manure for fuch lands is marl, which 
vrill not quit coft for any thing that Nortb America produces, 
if it were to be found. — ^As for dung, many of our Flantera 
in the Southern parts of North America are of opinion, th^t 
it fpoils fiich fandy foils. It is prefently exhaled by the 
heat cS the (corching fands, fo as to yield little or nothing, 
and renders them fo light, that both the foil and manure 
blow away with the wind like duft, and leaves them 
poorer than ever.— Thus all the propofals for the planting 
of Florida are no better than to Aiake fugar in frofts ! — To 
make both fugar and wine in one and the faihie country, 
which, is certainly very unfit for either !«^To make {iik| 
where there are no people ! or to fupport a colony by the 
planting of Cotton f 
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the moft intcnfe cold felt in England during the 
hard winter 1739-40*. So in the French 
fettlements on the MiKfippi^ they have both 
froft and fnow, and uich fevere colds, that 
water thrown up in the air free;ses before it 
fells to the ground -f-^ at which times no part 
of Florida can be free from frofts. And we 
have fecn very credible people who have felt 
the like cold at Penfacpla, wh<^re water froze 
as it fell oh the (hip s deck, and they had ice 
of a confiderable thickncfs. Thcfe colds are 
occafioned by violent north- weft winds, and if 
we kne\y their fury, we cannot fuppofe, that 
their current can be ftopt by the low and flat 
point of Ea/i Florida. We have bad but three 
accounts of a winter there, which were all at- 
tended with fevere frofts. The firft is by Soto^ 
who tells us, * the Indians going naked (which 
^ they were ufed to) and in irons, during the 

* hitter cold of winter, were almofl: all ftarved 

* ,to death J/ This was in the fouthcrn parts 
of the Peninfulay and both he and the 
French call the northern parts of Eaji Florida 
^« a very cold country/* In like manner an 
J^gUJh ihip being caft away not far from the 
cape of Florida y and the crew being ftript by 
the Indians^ feven of them were frozen to 
deatli, and when they arrived at St. Augufiine^ 
f on the 1 6th of November^ we had ice half 

♦ Sec a defer! ption of South Carolina by ^— — . 
^ Du Pratz^ HA. Louijiana. 
% Voyage to Florida^ ch, 13. 

* an 


zoS P A R t ii; 

^ an inefa thick» &y thejrx' aiid k ha(} b^eii €^ 
< for fomi itiornuigs paft §•' TliU cold ^beyt 
met with on tbc ym^'Nevetnherj^ ^xhxvts.'p'. 
treginning bfwinter) dddnot far from the d^ ;. 
Where ' the ground \fi%B covei^ed with ibck^ 

* fro&s, that it was terrible to go out of dooirsw^ 

* The north- weft wind v(^ vidlebt^ itul4hK^ 
' cofd fueh^ that the fttongeft of us thoughti^ 
' we £hould no* outlive tba« day.r^The ^u^i. 
' /r/Vi who wascloathedy was as bsdiiGMbewu 

* it as we that were naked ||./ Se m Mr. Bar^ • 
/ftfw's jourfley through Ei^ fl^iJo!, thecficftv 
thing h^ observed on the moraiDg liefet c\»^h 
was, ihat the grouiH) wae covered isi^ith a bodjf^ 
froft ; and on the 3d of January he met withr^ 
fuch a frcft, evea on the head of ^Jobn^ 
Txvtty not far frona^ the Cape^ that it irba^^ths* 
g^ou^ an inch deep in one night j which kil^i 
\ti the Limes y Citrons and Bananas a* S& -^i^m 
gujiine (profeably under fotne fhtslter): Wsd-da-*^ 
xnaged many hardy plants which grow-^eveo it^ 
t^nglanL He met with four frofls.in all, and 
one on the rath of February.. Thus the clt-^ 
mate is fubjed to frdfts from November lo 1^- 
hrmry^ for thxee montbsi in the yea^ j \ it^ ; 
which^ if the {ugar cane maji grow, it y^ii^ ^i^(>^ti 
duce nothing but moiaflcs, a3 it oftea-doesevm. 
mCufap and the north &d&o{ Jamdca, ftom 
theie. Norths (which iecm to be the JSTorth** 
weft winds from the Continent) andfiH^b.ftfe 

*••■>■' • -- 
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queotittavy faios as ib^y have in Fhriday al- 
thoQf|;h they have ^ ^ofts there to render the 
juiee more tour, if hot to kill the cane. 

Others would perfwade themfelves, that 
Morida mav produce Wine and Oil, Silk and 
CottM, Ina^o and Cotbineali but it is a great 
misfottane, that thefe things are not better un-- 
derftoody iince the intcreft of the nation fo 
much depends upon them. Theic are the 
commodities which the nation has expe&ed 
froBittb« coloniesj ever fince they were ^ttled» 
bnt J8 ntnrcr likety to get them from thefe or 
any of the maritime parts of North America, to., 
which the many difappointment$ we have met 
with a» chiefly owing. The maritime parts 
of alb o«ar feuthera colonies are fo poor and 
fandy ; the climate is fo rainy \ and the fituation 
fo io\if and fl«t> on a mar£hy f^a coai)^ that 
they are. very unfit for fuch productions ; and 
Flatithrn much worfe in all thefe refpedts than 
any of them *, 

Bot 

• It 18 well known in Vtrginia and Mtryland^ that trcn 
that climate is too hot to make good wine of any manured 
grapes they can get. The grapes of Europe ire fummer 
fruits there, anil make nothing but zvin dupays^ fit only for 
pfeftnt ^Ariskrng. h is only from autumn fruits that we 
<aii expeA go^ wine in any country, efpecially in fuch 
hot climates. Neither is good wine produced in any coun- 
try on thefea-coafts, ef^cialfy ftich astheiow, flat, and 
rainy coafts of North Au^ricaJ A vine s there drowitcd 
with rainSy and killed by damps, as we have often found ; 
which renders the juice thin and watery, and the wine fintll 
and aigre : the fault of whav is made in our colonies. 
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But the 3^?^^ iUple wmmoditicsvof ^?f^' 
\Amerifa are, orjhould be, TobacxOr fo^igSl, 
Hemp and Flax, .which^I thefe foutfcprn,sifl4 
inaritin^je part? of ,tlic coa.t^ncxit are ftiU inoie 
unfit to procjuce. Thefe require a. ft roqg, ri?fc 
^nd fertne foil, . and cao never be made 00 bacr 

ren 


This is likcwife.the quality ^ifuftm^ f^h wl?»cb hAVf 
iuch a thin crude juice ; whereas in autuom fruits tbeju^^ 
is thick and racv, and well concpded, which give^ the wine 
a ftrength and body. To that it will keep— There u hhhto 
raih fausin F^r/Vtf in a month tl^an a vine wpiiHi t>e^ rkM 
t>^etyemqnth, oh fuch^a^ low anid flat fea-CQaft.r Tb^ V\fi» 
de^Hghts id a High," dry, and ViIIyTuuatioim and ftony ff^ 
wHicK' filter the wet from' thejoots, pf which U i$\vef)i 
itnpatien't ; but in all thefe Southern and oiaritiau^ parte c^ 
Nprih America there is nbf a fto^i^ 9> jbe fqr(),,t5YAic^,al^m 
fliews a foil improper for vineyards.:. And ftisi a^jQQ^^ittl^^ 
bbferved, that vines will not thrive among Pjne^, prpl¥>U]r> 
from the nature of the' foil above-i?aieoti)9fl|fri. AU ihaC 
Continent is' covered wjtK grape vine«„.bQtifaerQ>ar^lloiie 
among the pines, nor will t^ey thiiv^ when^glajoi^ ^Wm^ 
them* Kothitig that grows is QU)re delicate 19 jt$, ii^^{m» 
is fooner hurt by an imprpperfpil and fltuatiip^b I^^Q ^ vilK#( 
-It I^ to this unheeded peculiarity, that a}! ouc mifcamagpa'. 
in making wine have been owing \ and they wiU't>c^ xti^x 
^ered eyerlafling, by continuiqg4t,in iif(^f^^kf;iSi^0«o 
rfV/7, or even the maritime pacts pf Curolitif^siX rif{^Mi^rrt\ 
On thefe barren and unbealchful fea-cpaflf ^ lf^ti>4fy^\ 
rica, the vegetables lobk.as yellow and fickly^s thfj^i^E^iflni^t 
and particularly Z//W .and,a/2W----The,./Zr%^j^4i^jy9ig^ti^ 
grow on thefe poor lands^but it will n&v^r be^^rgpq^iiiuilitti^ 
fuch a rainy and damp fc^-coaft.. This is well kno^i^ jey^!? 
in Portugal, where the oUye docs not tbiiv^ on .Ac 4i»rv>/ 
coaR, although they fcldo;n« have any. Tain, aboy^ pfK^e-?! • 
year; but in Florida it rains nu>re or Iq^i evcigrLday^iir 
fummer, ve are to1d-»In (pch a.fuyatioQj tb4nHwpJbM^^ 
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*feti AiJds; • The ftttJenxcfht therefore of Fieri Ja 
feiM diredt'^way to difappoint the* nation ift 
'^try thing we^want from 2V5?r/A America. 
IWitf northern colonies will prodjice nothing of 
ifcat kind, and thefe fea coafts of the Touthern, 
to whrch we taufthy that means be confined, 

are 

rSf/tiit fruity TaitB the Scripture i vines fhcd their leaves, 
graf)e» burft, and olives drop. 

JSven the tender ^/if-it^^rw, which would otherwjfc appear 
fD'd^ightltt wanmh and moiSure, like other inre£t^, can^ 
lidt bearTuch extreme^ of either. In Chinay wh^re they ariQ 
MtiVes^ ^and *pM fuch quaotitfes of filk, the Foil and cU>^ 
wMt tY^^ibtfAtf^ni healthful, Infbmuch that we.are told 
Ufi/lAMfit% It^feMbmor never rafins, as in Fortugai It 
4ilghl'4ek^^ir'tb tie colnfidered, whether our frequent miC- 
«fi^i6gtsikii mHtfiHg fill may not be partly owing to thefe 
i|lli0^ iif^'iffihealthfiil fea*coa(h, which are as prejudicial to 
t!^4e«idkr ^Satuee, ais to others ; efpecially as the exccilivo 
ttttills fi^m ti!^ ftprefting fands are equally noxious^ .But 
0n^tJ^^JiSJ^pi^t9A<^io\t^^^ as in China-^ 

Bm^iftqMkttmfidtn^^s in the making of ftik and 
urine lM^e^%een owing tb the attempting them at the firft 
rectleiiv^iilt iif ,(ffhe tobntes, fi^om that of Virginia znd Caror 
' Sm^-W^Mih ; when they have no hands to make filk, 
Mf laddd'fijt for vineyard*. Thefe are the moft improper 
of dl'«iiipteyttlfehbforncw(brtlem^nts'. The firft thing 
the^^atstf i8,>^o''havetbe lands cleared for Corn and Graf% 
wh^ is'fKit^ pt^mfoced, but obili^udtedy by the planting of. 
mtPitowry' ^iftKhrdsatrd vineyard^* Neither will thefe thrive 
ill cl<$lbiikKl"damp-wo6ds.' But the greateft obftacle is tho 
WSbt of lifbd^.tomafcerilky whic^h requires Co many^. It is 
eherefottf a'very irvjudidbds propofatto make filk in Florida^ 
wif<M''dlere'are no peopfe'j and 'where there are never 
liiksiy^to be a fuffident nunxbeV to niake any quantity of filk» 
mor^tha^in O^^/V, as thefe poor and barren . countries^ 
wiUHfikh^r bi'eed nor maintain them. . . 
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^rc as im|J|ropferf<Sr ,th^t purpofc. ^It -h 4Jy thefe 
pepns^^iat llie natbn has been diiappoibted iti 
iil her hopes frbfti North America^ now fdr 
^50 years, apcJ the fettlemept of Canadd and 
Piiir/rfiir will only render thcfc difappointmefils 
wnavoidabie and eVerlaftlng. All the commd- 
dities.we want from the cdlonles can only be 
made In the fouthern parts of the tontlneftt ; 
Canada, will produce none of them ; Flt^ida 

IS 

As for Cotton, there are three dr four fcfrts ^M ^Affick 
might grow in moft of our txAoms^inif^hufm^cqy^^tA 
oneof ttieCb is efieemed as lhe4M^ of anf^V.andeM^ pre« 
. ferable to the Wejl-lndia or pcrcnntai Shriih Cotton; 
u^bich it very nighly refemties. Thte hJt^ U %M^'tieeii 
imagioed, might grow in fkrida ; bat it certainly nisvercaii 
be &peifded upon, for atove a' wkiter.-ortiWNI *9i^lich are 
(bmetimes mild in all parts of N^arA w^4rw»^ ku^tbasarc 
as -uncertain a9 the wind- (T4is pereiHiiil Cot^m .was 
|]ilanted in Georgia by Dr. Hwfi9unyh9X'A]i^'ibm^6x& win«- 
ter. Conon is ^rhapa t^dercr ahni thri-8«^%r.Caiie$ 
e\ren the annual fTorts, wMdi :giio«» »i N(ardM|m cbmates^ 
will not bear the leaft froft.*/ WexMighit iiottthei?fi>ae to 
depend upon* the'perenmal CoUon ixi. any paiC 4»f North 
Jtmirita \ that is more proper fortbe Iliaiiday'>m9tlbe««other 
forts are for the Comiticnt; and Jbecweeiit the w^ we 
bai^e'no lefi than fifteen 'Oidentas from MmyidndrtfyiGra^ 
nada J vAikh might make much more; Gotton>,|bafttttip'na«' 
lion* wants ; ^though it i^'but. a poor Ihipletforeny one of 
then), and wH! never be made/aoywheiie witbW other 
snc^revaluabfe commodities^ with.it; the ^^masoarvTuriif 
Cotton, whiob is^the foit :getierally p]antsA^m N4rtb ^i" 
rica, h often at iive-fenceoc?fix^peoce*a p^uadt-and is 
hardly worth mabrng to fend to BrJtmm.\^hi»,iioviie of 
that value i& the €e>i>nie$,^bcre It ta^made^ancl yet turns 
to very lit^ aa^uM, if it be net ier , apaAitf^daruig by 
thofe who m^ke it, «r * ' 

The 
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>jtp^t,for ^pufpofoi ap4 % the fakc^qf 

^Ahi^fcfjf?^ , ^y/e,a;«\<^cludb4/rpn^ all the more 

Iruitful pam. pI" the, ©wtln^f^, . which njigt^i 

'^lfp0m^ ap the coQii^odities iwf wanti and' have 

«ipi iUi^d^ 49' «Adke them e)rewhere.~>lt is to 

thewipt^hejc^.^erility ofthefe fouthern coafls of 

^4«^w^»^ .'jpicithcr ' produce any 

. jtt^ngiVi¥>f ^cc;a ppopk .to reap their produdtsp 

;jth«t aii tl^e^ 4irappoir^aK and the oad ftate 

t)f the natidn» are owing i and the fettlement pf 

Florida, which is fo inuch Worfe than any of 

Ihe ireft> will aply ipcreafe theie evils^ ,^nd ren- 

deip them perpetual^ • 

^:; !&efid(».f|tapie commodities, there i$ aisother 

mgg^fi ma^lalpcant to be confidered m the cq- 


I • -r ,r- '-^x' ' 
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^T^he nestt^cmnmodities, propofed. to be. rmic in tlmdap 

ist^lfidi^Q *aKd "Cocbiwatiiroai the fir ft of which we can 

'eii^ft is Knle ifl fuch^a poor, dry, £uid/ (bU, as from 

KjbcWi^iki^lk duRMv/. Xtip tnie Cocbiocal dQ«3 mt 

j|iol(f;i£^'tbe' North wasd eLPanuc^ in Mexico, which lie^ 

und^ thtiUiii^ and to the Southward of the Cape ^ i7a- 

«rifd!2}. * 'Itif ^het^foi^ to be doiAted, whether it would po^ 

itt lire ffdi^of fbrlAi^ ai^ k tea i^eonial fucdileot j^ant^ 

whfidr V^iH' /loc ' bekr a. bo%. * »The ((Ht : whjch grows ip 

#7i^i^and QArotina ia^but z-jfoor^hz/hr^ or wild kind^ of 

^ftnall value, that it. would fcarce oefray the diarge of 

"ga'tiMirlrtg.'- At the l^eft^tbe picking of Cotton aotl Cocht^ 

-h«all^ kifomparttf, by^e peApkiitSjimiriea>wko.Xry(, thcmt 

t0<h« fIcldDg «f flfavM^ iThefe ms^ eoyloymemi -oaly fit 

tot Indian fi who gather all the Coctiioealthal is got j and 

if thi' Indians were fettled ki the Pfenjnfttla pf FloriSi, they 

Vntghi'flfittke fome Cotton «fid Cochtneat, as they do in the 

Spiimfi> KoXamcB^ wbkVis tthe ^y prc^r. lirfe of that 

cH>Uffti^.T-*-As.f<pif fomr.ot^er pretended, aplvant^gea ^f Flo* 

ri(Ja\ they are nunre lil^ely to be a lo& and prejudice to the 

nation. ? .■•>■■ 

lomes^ 
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Ionics. w|)ich is.^the^ great aod daUyjncradei 
and lor which iinlcfs we make proylilon in 
lime, they can never iulbfift by a tJefNBndcnde 
on Britain. We, have above given an ihftancc 
pf ^ tolony douWfftg fts number ,evi?ry twei^ty 
years,, and the like. has beca {hewn in otbersfj^ 
whicli is fo far Frons being incrcdiWe, « as iriariV 
imagine^ that it isfiirprifing, the/ do' pot in-! 
creafe moth fafter/ fince that is npt above a- 
fourtfi part.of the m\Mx^\ incrcafc of mankind' 
in Englaiklf ^ we Invc'fhcwrt;' ' This'lncfeafc 
of the coloni^fe is owing 'to their' occupation qf^ 
huflbaridnien, ,whicb is the fole .bi^QC^s ofc 
planters J, and to a cuftpm i^hich preyaiU^ In' 
them, of dividing the' lands amdh^^fifilr^thtf*" 
dren, by which they ake all proyi^ed.wit^ 
fubfifteric'e, and ^ xd2i\n\£vk a family^ ^ 

froim.the producietof .dicir iaiuis: ;Wfefefefhis; 
is the pimaico, any e^bWtywiHfooft^fjjUW 
people, if it will prod flee the nece^^ x 

Mankio(i is propag^tecl on the earthy 'Hke trees, < 
aS; wfrr bave faid, accoriding as they haVe fooiti 
to^grtew, and cart find a 'fubirftehce. There- 
fore, as Britain is a limited and ippnfined counr > 
iry, and the lands are engroifed by a f^w^; it 
caa novcf be very populous^ nor ^lie ' people . 
fium«ro«s, onleft the Ibiirces of population , arc 
better attended to,, and the lands are miMie; 
equally diftributed* But.altbo' the colohies we 
poffds in> Nerth America arc not above a fourth ' 
part as fruitflil ^ England^ y^t^ if they haw fuch • 
a general and free uie pf the lands, while they 
ve^ngroffed by a few here, they tttay foon 
'^ become 
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lpQCx»iie;tnore populous than their ttother 90^0- 
try. Thcrt are at prefeht nigh three ipillioflsj 
of people in then^ *, who may. In twenty 91: 

*' ^ The number of people in the ctlooies is campnteil^ 
)if two di&rent methods : The firft is from the militia, ,ta 
Ijirhich they add one'. thlr^ df th(^ir number for exempts^ 
ipthich they iltdcon gives the nuinber of males between Gx^ 
teen and (xxxfy whkh is jt fourth piH't4>f the people^ biitta 
fome of the colonies, in which we h<ivc an account both 5>f 
t^e aiUitia, tnJ number of males of that age, this compu- , 
\iXtm aj^ears to ht deficient by about one eighth. ' 

r'l^be other and moft common way it, from tbe ttfts^of 
t)rthabies» or taxable people, and polls \ but 1^ tfaefe lifts 
are made oat by every one, in order 10 tax them(jjvej^tbey 
aae alwd)^<dt(kientj in the fame manner as the land-tax'ia 
in Eni\(n$4%'txii^t is but a fmall allowance for this Befici- 
enQv^ ^o:fiJup|:piJB4t t<^ be dne. eighth. 

Nqw, JTrom^fhefe lifta.fhe number of white people ifi 
JhrAVtmerici was computed to be 1^600,000, in the year 
ijjj^^ mlleil tBe mdft exa& account of their number was 
takefi> beffJlr^ihe cdnrmfenceM^ the war; to whieh 
If jwe {4d(l €((f^ ^^^i their, nposber at that thn^ n^ft have 
beei) i,$oo,9o6^>and perhaps ^nQt much iefs than^ two mil* 
lions, W(M^ 2 ot 4^0,006 negroes. It was from this com« 
putatioti^ tbtit the kiumber of people in the cobnies has been 
reckoned ^i^i^^lidiis } ttnd.they'appear even Cb have eit* 
.ceeded that nutpbh^r 10.1755 i^ to ^hi^b if we add their 
increafi^fince that time, they cannot now be much ihort of 
three miUioiis, ^Ihcroding the negroes, of which many are 
daily pvreftafcd. ^ ' ' ' ' ' ' 

Since this ?ps)ears to be the pnefent nvmber of people in 
the coloiiibs^ and they have bitheito doubled (heir nu^ii^era 
in 2a years, the queftion is, whether will the p^efent nuov^ 
her continue 16 intt^iMe at that rate ? It is no doubt more 
difiicult to dotible tbtee Okillions than onei but as the coun- 
try is more cleared,. Qpen^ and health^),, the /lands are 
more fit for tillage, and the people applytniore to thptaiftng 
of theneccfRirres of life, they increafe fafter than formerly j^ 
,fo tbat'theirAUfttberWiirfodrr be very 'great, and we ought 
in tiiose to fteiiowehey ^ro^lo iubfift by a dependence on 
£nW(7^ whi<(h it i$ ihe delign of thS difcgurfe to point out. 

- ' thirty 
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thirty years incireafe to fix millions;; sis many ai 
there are in England : And as they have room 
m that cdnfihent tb extend their boUnds^ they 
Will focto cothe td be very numerous; although 
they are never likely tb be fuch great and mighty 
<^mpireSf as many imagine^ iii the barren and 
inhofpitable fbil and climate, which make by 
ifkr the greateft part of that continent. 

It is therefore of the utmoA confequence td 
this na^on to attend to lier agriculture and po- 
pulalbn both at home and abroad. The increafe 
of three millions of people will fbon render 
them very confidcrable. It will indeed be very 
difficult for the people in the colonies to fubfift; 
or tb become very numerous, in the cbunbries they 
now poflefs ; but it will be as difficult, if not 
impra^icable, to confine them to thofe bounds; 
So foon as planters want land, they ftarve ; and 
to avoid that, people will do any thing. It h 
for this reafon^ that although they are confined 
in their bounds by the proclam^ion of Oiiober 
ytb, 1763, yet we are told, they pay no rc^ 
gard to it. To confine them to thofe boundar, 
is to flarve many of them, and to oblige the 
reil: to enter into manufactures, and a foreign 
trade ; the confequences of which we would 
rather prevent than foretell. Thefe fliould 
be left to people of judgment to difcern and 
ibrefee. . ^ 

The great concern of this nation is, fiot only 
ta render fuch a number of people of; ufe to 
her, and to enable them to fupport the people 
at home> by which they may likewife increaft 

and 
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and multiply, but at theTamc time to fee, that' 
tlie^'tan rabfitt'4Dy k dependence on their mo-'' 
tfier country/' This they are only chaWed to 
<fp l)y the produce oftHcir lands that ai^Avarited- 
'[\\'Brifafn\ without thefe they can only/ubfift^' 
^"mihiifaftures, artd fupplyibff themfelvcs ^ft-- 
Jepenaent of her. Thu^ the general diftribu-^' 
tSSti ' of tlie lands in the cdloniei, by \(*bich ' 
every one has a portion to cultivate, in*Tuch: 
tilings as they fend to Bnfam\ is as much for 
litt iritercftf, as for the benefit of the ])Wpld 
wno poffefs them; and this nation (b^ld 
riSVer let ihy in the colonies be vi^ithotit lands 
fSbr' tfiis reafon. When they come to want' 
lands to cultivate, which ma.ny already- do^ 
tfitiyi have' no way to fubflft but by tnannfiic* 
rtrVesV Thus the ufe ' the nation has for new 
ilettctits; and acijuifitbns iii Norih America, 
fe',^'for the great increafe of the people -who' 
ire already theVe, and to enable them to fubfift 
by' a dep^lkJfence' upon her; which they x^n 
riever tlo; unlefs they extend their fettlemcnta. 
The tcft therefore of all our acquifitions fc, 
i^hether will the people in the colonics, *rha 
Wkht^^linds to make ftaple commodities for 
Britdh, rtinovc to them ^ It is only* by this 
fiilfe, that we can judge of the utility of any ac- 
|(tHfi<fen^'oi^ new fettlemente to Britmn\ More 
uiHnone'ii^lf of all \ the plantations ki Nortb 
America would never produce any thing that 
t4*tTd' nation* wants i great rpaut of the rcff is 
^o?n o6t J- kndthc people are daily incrcafing, 
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and muft have new fettlements, or fuppl/ 
thcmfclves independent o( Britain. 

Thus many fecm not to know, what it is 
that we want new fettlements or acquifitions 
for, and for that reafort they can be no judges 
of their utility. It is not to drain the nation of 
people at home, of which it is in fuch want, 
por even to get foreigners to fettle any new co- 
lonics in Norib Amtricay that acquifitions are 
winted ; but to enable the people we already 

' have there, and their daily increafe, to makQ 
remittances to Britain^ to pay their debts, to 
purchafe their lieceffaries froni hence, and to. 
Jive in that ftate of dependence on their mother 
country, as all the colonies ihould and wQuld 
do, if they could. Now as this is the ufe for 
which lands in North America are wanted, the 
fending of any more people there, to occupy 
thofe lands, muft be the greateft lofs and pre^ 
Judice to this nation, and is the certain way t9 
fender the cplonies independant, whether they 
will or not. The lands they at prefent poflefs 
will produce little or nothing for Britain^ and 
if they have do others, what are they to do, 
unlefs they extend their fettlements? It was for 
this purpofe, that the nation wanted to enlarge 
her pofleffions in North America^ and not to 
fettle new colonies to interfere with the old, 

. and to drain tjie nation of people at home, We 
hav? already by far too many people in Nortl) 
America, for all that they do or can makie 
Ijpon the lands they ppffefs^ not to mention 

tbeif 
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iheir dally incrfeafe; and to fend any mor9 
there, is only to render them all independent 
together. Thus a colony of Greeks^ or any 
t)thers, would be the greateft detriment to this 
nation, if Florida were ever fo fit to maintain 
them. We have already by far too many fuch 
colonies ds either Canada^ Nova Scotia^ Geor^ 
gia, Eajl or Weji Florida -^ and to fettle any 
more fuch, is the greateft folly that this nation 
could well commit. Befides the expence, and 
the lofs both of men and money, they can only 
ferve to render all the reft independent. We 
already have colonies enough that produce no- 
thing, and this nation will foon find that (ho 
has too many fuch, as we have faid. 

Now as this is the ufe of all new fettlements 
or acquifitions in North America^ we may from 
that judge of their utility and advantage. If* 
the people in the colonics, who want lands to 
make ftaple commodities for Britain^ will re- 
move to any fuch acquifitions for thatpurpofe^ 
they may be a benefit to the nation, otherwife 
they will prove a lofs and detriment* Bpt will 
any planter we have in North America, remove 
either to Canada or Florida? Is it not obvious 
to every one, that fuch a removal would be 
from bad to worfe, if it may not perhaps be to 
get a Rice plantation or two in the deftrudlive 
fwamps and marflbes ? We already have but 
too many fuch poor and barren lands, and [n- 
hofpitable climates, and thefe are much worfe 
than what we had before, and fo bad that we 
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can make no life of them. The Planters iti alt 
the colomes we^have, are every day lopkirig out 
for lands; they petitioned for thofe on the 
'OMo and Mifftfippt^ even before the war, and 
'many have defired to fettle themffnce, but not 
one of them will* think either K>f Canada ox 
Florida. Planters who underftand the bufihefs 
would think it contrary to reafon and experience, 
to fend them to fuch ddferts as thefe to make 
ftaple commiodities for Britaifiy and to live 
merely by their agriculture^ 'where they coufd 
hardly get the neceffaries of life ! It is to fup- 
ply the deficiency of the poor and barren lands 
we already poffefs, that new fettlements Or ac- 
quifitions are wanted in the colonies ; and not 
to acquire any more fucb> which -are much 
worfe than thofe we had before, and of which 
we already have too many. — ^Thus we have loft 
what we waited, by being excluded frotn the 
Ohio and Mijfijippiy and are burdened with the 
charge of fupporting what we had no rhanner 
of ufe nor occ^iSon for, in Canada 2ind Florida. 
The only advantage of thefe acquifitiohs* 
proceeds from the expulfioh of our enemies 
from them, and not from the fettling of colo-* 
nies in them, for which they are totally unfit. 
By the redudion of Canada and Florida the co*- 
tonies have fuch a fecurity, from the enemy by 
which they were before furrounded, that they 
may extend their fettlemcnts with fafety, and 
cultivate thofe lands which may both enrfch 
them and the whole nation ; but of fuch lands 

there 
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tKerc are none either in Canada or Florida ; and 
to iBXcltidc the colonies from all others, for the 
fake of thcfc deferts, is to deprive the nation of 
a?l the advantages which might otherwife be 
reaped from the rcdudlion of them, and of the 
very obje€l^ for which the nation engaged in 
fach ah expenfive war. There are but two 
pbjeSs in all America^ lands that will produce 
ftaple commodities for Britain^ and the fifhery 
of NeW'Foundlandy of which we fhall get nei- 
thfer, if we are excluded from the Ohio and 
Miffifippi. It was not for the acquifition either 
of Canada or Florida^ that the nation engaged 
in the war, but for lands that would enable 
the colonies, and their daily increafe, to fulDiifl: 
by a dependence on Britain, of which there 
are certainly none in thefe deferts ; although 
fuch lands are the only objedt to this nation. 
All others are a prejudice and detriment to her, 
and the fettlement of them is the dired way to 
ruin the intereft of Britain in North America, 
aft^r all it has coft her *. 

It 

* !• There could not well be a more ruinous fcheme pro- 
pofed, than to fettle all the Northern parts of America. The 
people in them can never fubfift by their Agriculture, and 
muft therefore rely on manufaQures ; with which they muft 
fupply the Southern colonies, and get the materials from 
them, as they could have few of their own. In their long 
winters, when they can do no work in the fields for half the 
year, they can only fubfift by manufaftures within doors^ 
and can make nothing to purchafe them. Hence manu- 
fafturcs have ever been eftablifhcd in Canada ; and we 

havei 
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It is well known from 1 50 years experience, 
tefides the reafons which we have given above, 
that no part of North America will produce 
any thing fqr Britain, to the northward of 
Maryland, in or about the latitude 39^, 30^ 
North of that the climate is fuch,t that it will 

produce 

have been publickly told, as an advantage of that acqui- 
fitton, that the Southern colonies are fupph'ed with hoes, 
axes, &c. from thence, contrary to law, and the manifeft 
intereft of Britain. ' 

II. Any other fettlements in the North can only intern- 
fere with our prefent Northern colonies, and lefTen their re- 
turns to Britain, which are already fo inconfiderable. pa-^ 
nada mud interfere with them in the Fur Trade ; N(fba 
Scotia in the Fifhery ; and Florida, with Carolina, in Rice / 
which are the great fources of all their remittances to 
Britain^ 

III. In order to fupport Canada and Nova Scotia, the 
Northern colonies mud be enlarged and confined to lands 
which can never produce any thing {ot Britain ; and to peo- 
ple and fupport Florida, the Southern colonies muft be con- 
fined to their barren and unhealthful fea-coalls ; the rdinout 
confequences of which muft appear to all, who are ^in the 
lead acquainted with the concerns of this nation in Nortk' 
jlmerica. We (hall by that means be cut off from all the 
fruitful parts of the Continent ; and thefe ruinous acqui* 
iitions will not only depreciate the prefent ftaple of the 
colonies, but hinder them to get any others. 

IV". Thefe acquifitions afe fo far from being afjy ftrength 
or fecurity to the nation, that they deprive it of that fecu- 
rity which it would otherwife enjoy— They are like two 
^ings feparated from an army at fuch a diftance, that they 
cannot join it, and are liable to be cut off on every attack 
—They are at fuch a diftance from our other colonies, that 
they can neither fupport them, nor be fupported by them— 
They divide our force, an<l thereby weaken it — They are 
extended over a wide fea-coaft, 3 or 40O leagues in extent, 
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produce nothing, but what Britain itfclf 
abounds with in much greater plenty and per- 
feAion ; and it is high time, that this fhould 
be duely known and attended to, if we would 
pay any regard to the intercft of this nation in 
North America^ on which fuch immenfe fums 

have 

both la Nova Scotia and Florida^ on which there is but here 
and there a fpot fit to fettle ; and tbefe are at fuch diftances 
from one another, that they can neither fupport, nor be 
fupported by each other, while they are expofed to every 
iiihing veflel — Hence they can be only fo many fnares to 
involve the nation in a new war — When the French fcf 
fuch advantages, with the intereft they will always have 
^aiong the eflabliflied Catholics in Canada^ it is not in their 
nature, we may fay in their power, to negled them, whea 
(hey have fo fair an opportunity to dlftrefs this nation. 

V. We need fay nothing of what thefe acquifitions coft, 
fince that is but too well known. It was to ** defendj 
*^ pioted and fecure them^** that the nation has been put 
in fuch a f?ame both at home and abroad ; the colonies and 
their mother counrry have been fet at variance ; and fuch 
difturbances have been raifed, that they are more to be 
dreaded than our word enemies. Thefe expcnces, we 
were told, as a reafon for fuch proceedings, amount 
to 700,000/. a year, more than all our colonies ever 
cofty or ever need to cod, without thefe burdens. This 
is added to the expences of the war, for no other purpofe 
but to deprive the nation of the benefit of her other colo- 
nies ; the ruinous confequences of which three muft cer«- 
tainly appear to all — But neither Canada^ Nova Scotia^ 
Georgia^ Eaji or Wejl Florida^ for which all thefe expences 
are incqrred, are able to fupport their own civil eftablifli- 
ments, and how are they to fupport any part of this nation ! 
• — Notwithftanding Canada has been fettled 160 years, and 
had all the encouragement of France^ it cannot yet fupport its 
own government I which is a certain fign, that it is worth 
lioti^ing — Withdraw our men and aioneyy Canada could not 

fiibfift. 
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have been expended. So we cannot expeft ta 
make any thing of confequence to the fouth- 
ward of the 32d degree of latitude, or at leaft 
of 31^ 30'; the whole continent to the fouth- 
ward of that being a mere fandy defert, if it be 
not in a fpot or two upon the Mijifippi, and 

about 

fcbiift, and there would be no people in Florida — Such colo- 
nies certainly were never before thought to be worth poflefs- 
ing — If at the fame time we confider, that they deprive the 
nation of all the more fruitful parts of the Continent, which 
alone can be of any fervice 10 her, or enable the colonies 
IP fubfiA by a dependence on their Mother Country^ what 
can any one think of thefe deferts I — If we are at this pains 
to expofe their ruinous confequences, it is from a thorough 
conviction, that they mud prove the ruin of ,this nation, if 
we make this ufe of them* It is for this reafpn^ that we 
could no longer be filent about a matter which is of fuch 
confequence and importance to the whole nation, although 
we can perhaps expert nobbing but blame and cenfure for 
our pains. Obfequlum amicos^ Veritas odium parit, 

Thefe acq-uifitlons, indeed, would be no fiich prejudice 
and iofs to the nation, if we were to fettle the other fruit- 
ful parts of the Continent with them ; yvhich, it is to be 
feared, W£ fliall never ^o, fo long as we are at fuch an 
ex^nce both of men" and ni^fiey upon thefe. We have 
not people enough foi<both ; fo that we tbrojiv away our 
jnen and jnoney upon thefe uj^profitable and rujaous dieferts, 
in order to deprive ourfdves of all the ufeful and valuable 
parts ofihat Continent! — Every ope cries out. We have 
.akeady colojiies enough, with ail the new added to the old ; 
•which is fo true, that~ we ^have by far toQ many fuch as 
•Ifhefe. For this reafon we give up all the territories th^t 
jcould be of any fervke to the nation, for Canada and FIo' 
rida / — The nation engaged in the war to put her colonies 
in a condition of depending .upon her ^ but no,w, when it 
is cooie to the crifls, we fe^Qi to be tired and giv,e them up: 
every thing that is^ or Jsas been dQi^e, is all donefpr tb^mi 

when 
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ifcout St. Mary\ rivfcr in Georgia. Thus the 
vrhole of the Britijk dominiQns, that will pro^ 
duce any thing the nation wants, is reduced 
to eight degrees of latitude, or 480 miles in, 
length, which is no more than the extent ot 
the ifland of Britain from north to fouth. The 
breadth again of this part of the Britijh domi- 
-ntons is 620 miles in the north, and ^06 iri the 
fouth J at a medium we may^ call it 550 miles 
in breadth from the Atlantic dceati to the 
ii and 500 miles at moil from nortH 



^hen It is abfoJiit^ly neceflary both to pfromote and td pre* 
Ibrve the interoft of Britain in them ; the confequence of 
which proceedings muft be, you will lofe the benefit of 
them, and precipitate them into that ftate, which you fb 
much apprehend ; of which we ne6d no more certain prodf 
^hani what we have fteri, and may be foen by every one 
if^oi their (late and condition. 

A If we confider the charges of the army, navy, ordnance^ 
and civil governments, iince the firft fettlement of Georgid 
and Nifua Scotia ^ which coft 600,000/. at firft, and not \tii 
ihan a miliion in ail, thefe two, with Canada^ Eajl and Wefi 
Flmdcy cannot have coft much lefs than three millions; 
which is certainly too much for this nation, in its pre* 
fcnt circuipftances, to expend in contriving its oWn ruin.— 
We ought not therefore to be ruled by a little local know- 
ledge,^ or other attachment to thefe barren and inhofpitable 
deftrts, when all the great and important concerns of this 
tiation may be ruined by them -; and the nation is put to 
iuch an cxpencc, for no other purpofe but to ruin her oWn 
intcreft, and to force her colonies to become independent, 
after the immenfe fums they have coft — AU that we can 
eVfet expeft froift Canada or Florida^ befid^s thefe ruinousf 
Fofles, is only to fend thofe brave men, who fignalized 
^he'mfelves fo much in the defence of their country, to 
ftarve and die at Penfacohy and to perifli with the cold aod 
feurvy at J^ehc, 
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to fouth, which makes 275^000 fquare mile^ 
This is the whole of what Britain has to de« 
pcnd upon in North .America, cither to fupply 
her with the comnnodities which the nation 
wants, or to enable her colonies by that means 
to fubfifl by a dependence upon hen Now 
this is but a little larger than the kingdom of 
Poland^ which contains 222,000 fquare milesi 
and one half of tfaisi which is the only valuable 
part of all the Britijh dominions in North Ame^ 
rica, is a barren mountainous or fandy defert* 
TheApalacbean mountains run through the coun*>^ 
try, and extend nigh 300 miles from eaft to weft, 
which with the barren lands on the coaft make at 
leaft one half of thefe territories. Thus the whole 
that is fit for culture, contains but 1 37,000 fquare 
miles, which is the fize of France. If we al- 
low it to contain 150,000, it is but three tinier 
as large as England, which is all the fertile land 
that we can depend upon in NortJb America, 
for producing any thing that Britain wants ♦ j 

V and 

* £irery one Teems to take the Continent of NoriB Amt^ 
flea by the lump, without knowing any thing more about 
it. They confider only the quantity of land, without any 
regard to the quality, which is a certain way to be deceived 
about it. It 19 this that deceives every one about the exten* 
five Tea coaft we pofTefs^ from the river St. Laurenu to th« 
MiJJiffippiy which they think muft be fufficient for all pur* 
pofes. But the fea coaft of North America k the moft 
unpToiitable part of it, and is little better than a nuiianceto 
the nation^, almoft from one end to the other« In the 
Northern parts^ it is only the coaft itfelf that is of any fer- 
Vicey on account of the fiibcry^ in which the coloniea 

interfere 
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and if we confider the quantity of land that 
people require to live merely by their Agricul- 
ture^ and to purchafe all their neceffaries by 
the produce of it, this will be found to be 
a\)folutely neceffary for that purpofe. Were 
the colonies in North America to purchafe all 
, their, neceffaries from Britain^ without any 
Manufactures of their own^ they would require 
the greateH; part of the land here mention- 
ed^ which will be abfolutely neceffary for their 

jnterfere with Britain ; and in the Southern parts, the fea 
coaft, which makes two thirds of the whole, is a perfeft 
nuifance to the whole nation, both at home and abroad. 
Were it not fof the ports upon it, this whole coaft is only 
£( to be abandoned, as great part of it muft be. But porta 
are of no confequence without commodities to (hip at them, 
which the lands will not produce. The whole coaft of 
North Anurka produces nothing but a little Rice in the 
deffruAive marflies. It is only in the inland and fruitful 
parts of the country, that we can either raife colonies, or 
make any thing in them. This we may learn from the long 
experience of the Spaniards^ whofe dominions aie equally 
barren and unheahhful on tlse feacoafts; and for that rea^ 
fon their colonies are all fettled in the remote inland 
parts, both of North and South America^ at a ten times 
greater diftance from any navigation than the territories of 
the Ohio and Miffiffifpi. By that means likewife they are 
free from thofe invaitons, to which they would be cxpofed 
on an open fea coaft. So that if colonies are more remote 
from Britain in thefe inland countries of North America^ 
which are at no great diftance from the ocean, and are all 
convenient to navigation, they are more, fecure from the 
charge of defending and protecting them i in whitb Ca-» 
nadoy Nova Scotia^ and Florida will 6ver involve the nation. 
There are but a few ftraggling fpots in them that can be 
fettled:^ which are expofed to every invader, whil^ they can 
neither fupport one another, nor be fupported by Uie reft». 
^s we have r«id« 

Gg 2 dailj: 
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^aily and great incrcafe, if we would have thert| 
tp depend upon J5r/V^m. 

This part of the Britijh dominions is ^livided 
Into three different countries by the mountains;^ 
fvhich run through the middle of them from 
j^ofth tp South J and from their Southern 
Extremity ^hey run Weft tp the Mijjijjippi^ 
|brixiing two ridges in fliape of the letter L. 
On the Baft fide of thefe mountains lie the 
territories poffefled by our Southern cohnies ; oa 
the Wefl are the Territories rfthe Ohto-, and oa 
the South are what we call the Territories of the 
Mi^ffifpiy thetwolafl being divided from one 
another hy the Wejiern or Cbicafaw moun- 
j:ains, which run through them from Carolina 
jtp the Mijjiffippi. Thus thefe fruitful parts of 
the Britijh dominions are divided into thre^i- 
i/yhieh vve may call the Eafl, Weft^ and South 
jiivifions y each of which contains, at moft, 
about j;o,pop fqqare miles of good and fertile 
jands> and fornis a country about the iize of 
"Engtatidy in climates that are fit to produce 
(pyery thing tlie nation wants. If the barren 
fands and mountains,^ which, make one. half oJf 
thefe countries, may hereafter t3e improved, it 
i$ certain, they will riot admit of it at f>refent, 
tiU, we have a fuiEcient force in the country for 
that purpofe, which can only be raifed upon 
l[he toore fruitful lands. 

Noyir, \t is this Southern' dlvifion which we 
pught to fettle in the firft place. This extends 
frofq the fea coaft of Georgia to the M^ffippi^ 

./r ' ' -afad 
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^^nd is bounded on the North by the Weftern 
X)r Cbicafaw mountains, and on the South by 
jhe Gulf of Mexifo ; the whole of this country 
js about 500 miles in length from Eaft to Weft, 
gnd four degrees of latitude or 240 miles broad; 
.^is makes 120,000 fquare miles, of which one 
Jialf on the fea coaft is the barren defert of 
jplorida above defcribed $ the reft is the fruitful 
part of the cou(itry, which we would propofe 
to fettle. This makes about 6o^odo fquare 
miles, of which we pofTefs about 10,000 ia 
Georgia and Carolina^ and have 50,000 to fet* 
tie from that to the MiffiJJippi. 

This country may be divided into two parts, 
the Eaftern divifion in Carolina and Georgia^ 
and the Weftern on the Mijft[fippi\ which 
would make two good colonies, and they are 
hardly fit for more, efpecially on thefe frontiers* 
The laft of thefe, known by the name of the 
country of the Naucheson the Mijjijjippu which 
extends from the Ifland of Mew-Orleam to the 
Ci6/V^w mountains, is well known to be by 
f^r the beft; and moft fruitful country in all 
thefe Southern parts of North America 5 and 
extends from the MiffiJJippi to the river Couffa^ 
which falls into the Bay of Mobile \ making a 
fich and fertile country about 200 miles fquare, 
which would perhaps prbduce*morc than all 
thefe Southern parts of the Continent put toge- 
ther, froo) that to Vir^nia. In all that diftance 
we do not meet with a good and fruitful conn« 
try of any extent, if it be not in the inland 

parts 
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parts 6f North Carolina^ which is but very nar-i 
rowy and has neither a convenient water-car- 
riage from it, nor a goo^ port belonging to it. 
The only other fruitful country in thefe South- 
ern parts of the Continent is in the inland parts 
of Georgia^ on the heads of the rivers Mata-- 
maha and St. Mary's^ with Flint river adjoin- 
ing ; which is reconn mended by the Spaniards 
as the moft proper place for a fettlement, after 
they had fearched the whole country from the 
Cape of Florida to the Mijjijjippi * ; and fomc 
people who live in the country, at the forks of 


* ^^ That was a pleafant country, fruitfu], and watered 
with a great many rivers. It produces but little underwood 
(a fign of good land) but biccories and mulberry-trees m 
abundance — It was thought fit by all, that we fliould peo- 
ple this plac6 ; which was fo advantageoufly iituated-^ 
that the country was exceeding good, and that' it might 
afford a good trade and confiderable profit.'^ Sutis Vayagc 
U FUridaj ch. 14. 

This was the old country of the Creek Indians^ which 
they left in the year 1715. At a fmall diftance to the 
Southward of this is the country of the Apalacheesy on the 
bead of the river St* Marf^ ; which are the fruitful parts 
of Georgia^ but they are of no great extenCr-Weft of 
thefe is Flint river, which has been furveyed, and found to 
be a good and fruitful country, as well as the river Cbata* 
hooche adjoining, on which the lower Cneis dwell. There 
are many fruitful fpots on thefe rivers, but with pim-barrm 
between them, as in all the reft of Carolina. This country 
has four large navigable rivers running through it, fo as to 
be the moft convenient of all the inland parts of Carolina ; 
and if it were annexed to that government, it might make 
Sfiutb Carolina a good and refpedable colony upon tbcieour 
Southern frontiers. 

the 
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iStit AUtamdba^ have given us the fame account 
of it, and of the countries adjacent. 

Now, if this country in Georgia were an- 
nexed to South Carolina^ as far as the river 
Cbataboocb^^ it would foon be fettled, and would 
make that a very refpedable colony on our 
Southern frontiers, which would foon join to 
the other on the Miffijjippi^ and they might 
thereby fupport one another without any charge 
to the nation ^. It is well known, that Geor^ 

gia 

* The only obftacle to this jun£Uon of Carolina with 
the Mijfiffippi proceeds from the Creek and ChaSfaw Indians^ 
who lie in the way 1^ but as they are now at war with one 
another, that obftacle might be removed by proper ma- 
nagement. It was by a like incident, that we got pdTef- 
iion of C(troKna^ by two powerful nations of Indians who 
held it engaging in war with one another i in which the 
greateft part of them were ea^tirpated, and the reft after- 
wards fled to the Peninfula of Florida, If thefe Indians 
were fettled there again, they might be out of the way both 
of harm and mifchief, which they will ever bd in, where 
they are. A great part of them left that country only in 
the year 171 5 } where they migt^t get their living by Jifli. 
ing and hunting, better than where they are, or nigh our 
plantations, which extirpate them. 

If thefe and all the other Indians in the Briti/h dominions 
were at the fame time deprived of fire-arms, we might 
be rid of all future trouble from them; and that might eafily 
be done, now when they have none to fupply them. It is 
only by that means, that their infurreftions are to be pre- 
vented, and with more humanity than. by endeavouring to 
extirpate them. By depriving them of fire* arms, we might 
fave the few remains of them, and render them of fomc 
iervice to the nation. If ever Florida is peopled and culti- 
Vatedj U will only be by the Indians, who are a vaft advan- 
tage 
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the Iftdiansy Who would ^oe fuffer the Cani^ 

' * , - < - - ^* 

tage to Spain^ and might be tendered as fervjceaBIe to iS'n* 
/tf//r, inftead of a perpet\isil annoyaiHre. For tbta pur poib' 
lMe>have only to* fupply -tb^oi with ioipleixienis^of huibaa'^ 
4ry» in place of,fire-«riiis. Sq long a» an Jn4igin)qzxk gee |( 

fun, he will never nund aoy thipg eUe, and is never to be 
«pt out of mifcbief. 

' ' Another taiire of thefeinrurreAtonff of the IhSaiis prc^- 
tQedaf|X)f|itfae bdttditri of Indhfi Tn&ddrs, fv|ux gaamoii^ 
theiQ, ais4 ar^ nvprfe t^^n the Jn^ipns .the0if^)vei» They 
att'e there out of reach of the law, and obferve no one law 
of civil fociety. The fending oJF fuch people among the 
Indians begets that familiarity^ which gives them a contempt 
iDf,the wh^te nation ; but by keepii?g tbem.mqrein awe,' 
agd ^t a dlflance^ without fuch parlies and Wir with th^m^ 
'they would have a greater refpe^ £c>r it.-^For tfrefe tafomy 
none of them (houid 49ver be.:fu(Fei«d Iq gQ>an9oagktluP 
Jwiians^Thtif t^ade ftwld bo QO^oed* fP^rve <VrCW<> 
pi]a9es, wh^re juftlce n^jght be done, and fio^d ^rdei; pre^' 
ferved. For this purpose, Ofwego in th& North, and jti- 
gufia in the Soatb, would be fufficient for ail the* Indian, 
trade in North Armua ; if it be not wtot 2>iiV^Sngimd 
k^ fo well eilabliiW and jregpla^d^in the £^ by t^ 
jTame means. If their trade wf^reeonfined to.t\iefe two 
|>la9es, the Northern Indiums Would be drawn to, C^nada^ 
tnd the great lakes^ where the fqrs are tO'bebady'attd 
jtt^here they could only i^dra vent f<ir them» afid Ujie 
Southern Indiam would iind it as convenieat j^^ fel^tle ii?i, tl\ei/ 
former country of Florida-yhyi.'whix^h. thq nation would reap 
the benefit of both thefe acquifitions, rtuch. better than by 
any other means, oi' by being at fuch sin eXp^icebcHh ii 
men and money^ to fettle and prqted): them; ^nd the 
Indiam would at the fame time leave all the Cruitfuj p^fts of 
Ihe Continent, here mentioned, for us to cultl^^at^-^Tlit^ Is 
the plan, which we wouM htimbly prdpofe for thd (ittllttg, 
and kcuxxxigoi North Jfmerka^xo \xtp\i\it briians ^<kti 
«hefe fcontiers both in the North and 5buih, fpr whteb they 
are only fit j and to unite qur force in tW center, where all 
the frflitt\il lands . li?, that will ever produce any thing for 
Britain. 

I Uniam 
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ttniafts to fettle to the Southward of the river 
bdvanriabi after their quarrel with them in the 
year 17 1 5 ^ but that is now rather a reafon for 
fenlarging and ftrengthening that colony, which 
in iod years is hardly able to defend itfclf againft 
Its iiiteftine foes, negroes, and Indians. This 
ftate it has been reduced to, by difmembering 
it, and creating a fcparate colony, which has na 
people hardly in it to this day, and is not able to 
lupport its own governn>cnt, notwithftanding 
the vaft charges it has coft, amounting to 
200,000 /. at leart, more than was ever before 
e)cpended on all the colonies we have. This 
IS a certain fign, that Georgia is not fit for a 
feparatc colony and government. The whole 
Js but a fmall fpot, and the fruitful lands in it 
Would not make more than one or two good 
Counties. We cannot therefore fee the propri- 
ety of putting the putlic to the expence of 
maintaining fuch petty governments on thefe 
our naked and defencelefs frontiers, which they 
weaken more and more, by dividing their 
force. For thefe reafons^ it is propofed to 
annex Georgia - to South Carclinai to which 
it pfop6rly belongs ; and which it might 
ftrengthen: And in lieu of this, North CarcJpta 
(hould be extended to WineaUy as that is the 
t)nly port to all the inland and fruitful parts of 
that country, which hardly produces any thirig 
for want of fuch a port, although, in point of 
fertility, it is perhaps of more rvalue than all 

H h the 


234 P A R T 11. 

the reft of both the Carolinas and Georgia pot 
together *. ' 

Now, if this were done, and all the ftraggling 
and unprofitable fettlements of Canada^ Nova 
Scotia^ Eafi ztiA Weft Florida^ were united in 
one on the Mijjijippi, the nation might be rid 
of this enormous expence in ^* defending, pro- 
teding, and fecuring them ;" they would fecune 
thefe tuore Valuable parts of the Britijh domini- 
on§, and by being united together might be able 
lb defend themfeives j the nation would thereby 
have lands for all the Planters we have, inftead 
of obliging them to enter into Manufadturcs 
for want of lands to culthratc • and we (hould 
thus hate two good and profitable colonics in the 

• There are few or no good lands in linrih America^ but 
upon the fides of rivers ^ it is by means of the many large 
rivers in Virginia and Maryland^ that they have fome fruit- 
ful lands on their banks ; and there are five Iarg« rivers 
which rife in the inland parts of North Carolina^ the banks 

^ of which are rich and fertile, although the hilts between them 
ftill partake of the barrennefs of Carelhta^ ^ we are well 
informed by feveral, whom we have recommended to fettle 

. in the country. This fecms to be the moft improveable 
part of all the Britijh dominions on this fide of the MrJJSj^ 
ftppi } but as it hes in the narrow compafs of a degree and 
an half of latitude, the bed lands are taken up, and are a 
very fmaB fpot fur fo many people as we have in North 
America. They have like wife no navigation nor ports to 
the more fruitful parts of the country, if it be not by tbc 
z'w'tT Pedee^ which runs through all this inland part of 
North Carolina, sin6 falls into the fea at JVimau^ which 
now belongs 9^ Scuth Carolina j and for that re;\fon it is 
negrkAed and never ufed by the other, which poffefles the 
fruitful lands belonging to this port. 

2 Southern 
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Southern i^t^ of America, which might fupply 
the nation with the many valuable commodi-* 
ties that are fo much wanted, and wouJd pro- 
duce more for Britain than all our colonies in 
North America put together. Had Carolina 
been a fruitful and healthful country, it would 
1<^ ^o have been the mod confiderable and 
profitable colony the nation has ; and the only 
way to render both that country and I'lorida^oi 
that f^vice to the nation, is, to fettle the in- 
land and weAern parts, which are as fruitful 
and healthful, as the eailern and maritinxe parts» 
to which we 9re confined, are the reverie of 
both : aad when thefe are peopled and fecured» 
it will be eafy to extend their fettlemeuts up 
the Miffifippiy and acrofs both the Apaiacbeati 
and Cbicafaw mountains to the territories of the 
ObiOt by which we may fccure, people and 
cultiFafie every part of the Britijh dominions, 
that can be of any fervice to the natbn. By 
that means .we might have lands for all the peo- 
ple in North America to live by their Agricul- 
ture, as all colonies (hould do; they would 
here likewife have room to enlarge their plan- 
tations, as they wear out ; whereas by confining 
them to fucb pitiful fpots, as the fandy point of 
Eaji Florida, they would exhauft it in a very 
few years, if it were much richer than any 
would ajlcdge *. 

It 

♦ By thus ftrcngthening Carolina ^t might have a flrong 
and powerfu! colony, whrch might be able to defend itfcit, 

H h % ou 
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It is by thcfe means, and by thefc alonet 
that the nation can reap the advantages of the 
late peace, or indemnify herfelf for the charges 
of the wan I^ay the territories here mentioned 
were the very objed and occalion of the war. 
It was in order to enlarge their plantations of 
ftaple commodities for Britain, and to find 
lands for that purpofe, that the colonies cx^ 
tended their f ttlemcnts beyond the moiintaim, 
to the river Ohio ; from which tht^ French ex- 
|)el1cd thetn, which was the immediate occafion 
jbf the war, Thefe territories are the only ob- 
Jed in all North America to this nation, and by 
cultivating thcfe (he might have fome rck:om- 
pencc for the many millions that have been ex- 
pended, which there is no other way to. obtain. 
The poffeffion of Canada and Florida will only 

pr\ our fouthern frontiers, as NiW • ErtgUnd k in the 
liorth) and thcfe two might fave all the expeace? of 
tbofe five new governments, which would coft nicb 
half a million a year to fecure them, and after all, 
can only expofe the nation to perpetual infoits and 
invafions. If thefe colonies may become coo large or po- 
pulous, which there is no reafon to apprehend in fuch ? foil 
and climate, it is time enough to divide them, as they do 
the counties in the colonic?, v»rben they have a fufiicient 
number of people in them, to Atir^y the charge of a county, 
or government, and not before they have any, or arc pver 
likely to have- By thus eftablifhlngfo many little defence- 
lefs colonies and fetiJements, we only expofe the nation 
again to infults and expences on their account. It was 
jiftly faid by a French commander, that the fortifications of 
our colonies were towns and villages, and the people were 
^he garrifofls -, but nnvv we eftablifl) forts and garrifons, to 
prote<a the people wl^ere the're are notie, and where there 
axe never hkeJy to be any, to defend ihem. . 

^eprivp 


P A R T ^ Hi 337 

iicpArc the nation of thcfc advantages, while 
they can be none in thcmfelves, but a perpetual 
burden and charge. We muft no doubt own, 
that the rcduftion of thefe countries is a very 
great fervice to the nation, providing (he makes 
a right ufe of that advantage j by the expulfion 
of our enemies from thefe and their other en^ 
o'oachments^ the colonies are at liberty to ex- 
tend their fettlements to the more fruitful parts 
of the continent, which they otherwife could 
not do with fafety ; but if we exclude them 
from thefe, for the fake of Canada and Ph^ 
riday we lofe all the advantages, which we 
might otherwife obtain from the peace. Where- 
fore, they who would magnify Canada and 
fhridazs valuable and profitable colonies, to 
which we (hould be confined, deprive the na- 
tion of all the advantages which have been ac-^ 
quired Ay his majefty's arms, and render the 
peace ten times worfe than it is, or would be, 
if it were ever fo bad ; they render all the ac* 
quifitions obtained by it much worfe than no- 
thing, when they might otherwife be made the 
greateft advantage to the nation. We engaged 
in the war for thofe fruitful territories on the 
Obio and Miffifippi^ which we got by the peace; 
but by the regulations after it we are deprived 
oi them, and thereby confpire with our ene- 
mies, to deprive ourfcjves .of thofe very advan- 
tages, >which it was -their aim to do by the 
war ; while we get no more by Canada and 
flgrida^ than to relieve them of a burden and 

charge, 
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charge, and to faddle ourfelvcs with itf It 
muft be apparent to every one, who are ac- 
quainted with the produdls of our colonies^ 
that no part of that continent will produce any 
thing for Britain^ but what lies between the 
40th and 3 2d, or at moft the 31ft degrees of 
latitude, as we have faid ; but by the proclama- 
lioQ fo often quoted^ which regulates . the 
bounds of our colonies, we are excluded frooi 
all chofe fruitful and valuable territories^ whidx 
might be of any fervicc to the nation 5 and arc 
confined to the barren fands in the (both, or 
frozen dcferts in the north, which can be no^ 
thing but a burden and charge, and a direift 
way to ruin the whole nation. The confe- 
quence is, the colonies are in a much worfe 
fituation, after all the expences that have been 
incurred, and the acquifitions we have made, 
than they were before ; they are now involved 
in debt, and have no vifible way of paying their 
debts ^ their ftaple commodities are failed, and 
the^ have no lands to increafe them ; they are 
unable to purchafe their neceflaries from Bri^ 
tain, and are obliged toeftablifh manufa(aures; 
they are drained of money ; are unable to com- 
ply with ad:s of parliunient, &c. all which 
muft daily gro\y wcrfe, till tbcy extend their 
fettlements to the territories here mentioned 5 
and might have been prevented by that means, 
inftead of incrcafing thofe evils by the contrary 
meafures, % 

If 
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If we would ufe any certain and effectual 
means to remedy this bad (late of the colonies, 
or to prevent its evil confcquences, we fhould 
give them lands that will produce ftaple com- 
modities to fend to Britain; fw which thfc 
colonies were fettled^ and which is the only ufb 
of them. How necefiary fuch lands are, will 
appear from their ftate abov^ dcfcribcd. The 
northern colonies cannot produce any thing ori 
account of the climate ; the middle colonies are 
moftly worn out ; and the fouthern are as bar- 
ren as they are unhealthful ; this is the true 
caufe of their bad ftate, which muft daily grow 
worfe without an extenfion of their fettlements 
to more fruitful lands^ and a more proper cli- 
mate. It was for fuch territories that the na- 
tion engaged in the war, if we yet know what 
we were about, but does not poffcfs a foot of 
them. Wc are burdened with the charge of 
fupporting Canada and Florida^ and are ex- 
cluded from the Ohio and MiJJtfippi^ which laft 
Was all that we wanted. And although every 
one imagines, that we have land enough, as 
they call it, fince the redudion of Canada and 
Florida^ yet as thefe can only interfere with 
our other colonics, they make other lands more 
neCeflary for them, than they were before. 
Every one indeed feems to imagine, that fuch 
lands are, only wanted for themi and for that 
reafon they pay no regard to them 5 in which 
they do not fo much as underftand their owa 
intcreft. The colonies have lands enough to 

fupply 
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fuppJy- Jthtemfelvesr w?tl> thek own neccifl&ncl. 
and iriinufflftures;^ bat is ti^ty v;\}\ product 
linle or wjtbing that' is wanted irt'Eritaiti^ aniJ 
iheir prodttdfe.afe the fame with thofe of Brf^ 
fain* itfelf, ^hey rouft fnteffcre with her, anS' 
may thereby become rather a prqudice! 
;thftn any benefit t6 the nation at home; Ir 
isctfbr this'reafon, that many aipprehend, thc'^ 
colonies mufl become independent, and. may' 
rain f heir mother country, and we may fee by*^ 
what means. That Can only happen for want ■ 
of lands which will produce ftaple commodities 
i(K- Britain, from which Britain hcrfclF exr ' 
cltt(fcs>tbem ! But if (he would cbhfult her own- 
intei}ef>$ or confider in what itconfifts^ flie' 
fliouJd confine her colonies to thofcr territories'^ 
alohe,- above mentioned, from which die exi^ ' 
dudes themj and fhould e)cdode them from' ' 
all other new fettlements, to which (he would ' 
confine them. If the colonies were poflefled of 
thofe territories on the Ohio and Mijjifippi ^ xhtit ' 
great and daily increafe Would be the grtitfefli^^ 
advantage to this nation, infttad ofacaufe^ofi 
jealoufy and fufpicion. Every perfbn in t^Mi ^ 
N^rtb American colonies is wor>h twenty fliH-" 
lings a yeaf to Britain/, even in the poor tfiirf ' 
barren countries and inhofpitabletlihiWcs^^hdy*' 
poflefs, and on the Obto and MiJJifippi theV'.^ 
would be worth at leafV 40 i. a head per dnkuinJ^^ 
But fuppofe they were to bring in ortlj^ tw^iiiV'' 
(hillings a year,-' their numbers wlH'feon'bfe^m?'^ 
million^i-and rhey would be worth lb matiy' 

pounds^ 
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{>Qi:in4^Aiqr}ing to this oation» which is certain-' 
ly m QhjQ€t jvorthy of confideratton. It is bf 
thefe meanly and by thefe alone^ that the nation 
cga indempify herfelf fox the expences of the ; 
\f.Vy or ipaintain her colonies in a ftate of dc* 
pendence upon hen On the other hand^ if 
they ace excluded from thefe fruitful parts of 
the CoqtincAtj they may become a prejudice to 
the nation* The difference will not be lefs ^ 
than iive or fix millions a year, with the pro^< 
bable lofs. of the colonies at lad; 

This n^ion wants many of tht moft necef' « 

fary aqd valuable oommoditieS) as «we have - 

f^df G^n, which ihj: expends her treafure to tbei: 

acnpunt of four or five millions a year, which 

might be all faved by making them in the colo^ 

mes« It was* to fupply the nation with thefe 

cDitimodities, that the colonies were planted i 

and there is tfo way for the nation at home tp 

rcaptbg benefit of them, or for them to.fubfift 

in a A ate of dependence for their fupplies, but by 

fach prpduftfi of their lands, which the greateft 

part of them will not yield. More than three** 

fourths or four-fifths of that Continent are noV 

fit for Britijh colonies^ as they will produce 

nothing but what Britain herfcif doeS. The 

fxTfl: thing to be regarded is the foil and cli«^ 

matCi of which there are none to be met with^^ 

fit to produce any thing that this nation wants, 

if it be nof in the Southern parts of that Conti^ 

nent, a^ad th^rp only in thethroe divifions above 

mentioned^ It is only by fettling the^e^ that 

I i wr 
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wc can ever have any number of pcbpfb ih' life* 
Sputhcrh parts of the Comment; where the 
whole intercft of the nation: Ifes, as wd have' 
laid. If it was therefore a& enijuiry, why we 
have £o few people in oar Southern cotenJcsV' 
we may now fee the caufe of it j and the way* 
to remedy that baneful ftate of the nation. 
The confining of the Northern coldnles Co their 
prefent bounds^ accurding to the proclamatlosi^ 
ifiued for that purpofe^ is, no dcul^ a wife alad 
falutary meafure, as they can have no lanfds 
beyond tboie*hmIts, but what are mu(;h worfe 
and mote unfit for Bnfijh €olooies^ than v^at; 
they aheady poflefs *; biit for ihaire^fiMn? it is- 


; I ' f 


'* The in:<e(ent Northern; Cofenios imjjh.^hO^'.widhii^t^ 
iH^nvfelvev snd be^af fervtco toi tbe^n^o^/^ft^hfjfij^ve^ 
hitherto been ; but^ ealargemedt of thtnoL wpvRji^r«i<9^v 
both. When the pedple come to be Qum^tpus in a colony^ 
tbey AsMTVeoQtf :ai»other, without 'fti^e- comtfii^tieH manur^ 
fadiorecsot: attrade in ^m-*i>-Tte verybemg^of^lliiei^^loH 
nm feeros to depend upon thetrtunb^r 9aid flu^b^^4i9Si^, 
by which they carry on their trade aQJfi(hery»t$be tjiiif); 
great fources of their fubfiftcnce ; .but by fejQtling dl) tie, 
cdUAtrtestoijad them, thty wauld (oqh 4^^y-Apir t'm^ 
ber, .^hjch h fo necseiTaryior'tbetf ik|p(eprt<. ']!!lie(e.^g6|^ 
therefore to be kept in woods, b»|h ,tQij|p^,.th^0l» ^9^ 
our Sugar colonies. It is.well known, tbatnew fettl^m^tft 
make no other Ufe of tlmli^er, i>utitO ddftroyit ^s.fafta^ 
they catn 9 wbidi^ iodeedis /rmcefi^ty %9 cle«r\ the. br|4; for 
Corn and Geafs.;. when tbefe^olmies^raiiie ak^adyi^blig^. 
to makela^ws ta preferve thek U0tibe^>..4n4 t0;.fend fofn* 
hundred miles by fra for fireivjood.. 

For thaiereafooS) we are^apt to^thhk that Nw-Mn^Un^ 
does not Qonfolt htr owa interefl^ hy defiti og ip Xi^fid^ the 
territories of Sagadahd zsA^^^Croix^ from which they 

are 
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fd^lntdy nccdfary to exteqd our fettlenjents in 
W; South. There arc not lefs than a million^ 
qfpeople in thefc Northern colonies, who can*' 
npj^ txudke aay joac thing to fend, to Britain ; 
a^d ha^ are they to live by a dependence upon 
..,.•.. her? 

are already obliged even to get firewood. It Teems indeed^ 
oh this account, to be very proper to annei thoft terrhories 
to ftffjo-Er^hndi b«t ndt to fettle them, and defttoy tht^ 
timbei:^ 1 which i^ fo convenient to navigation-— By niaking 
ffsftkoientsth^e^tbey would, not only deftroy their timber,' 
bHt creatf new rlvaFs to themfelves in the fifhefy, who 
would be fo mTich more convenient to it; 'whereat fettle- 
lA^nts in the Southern parti of the Continent would h^lp to 
'(fPPPrt; thj; Nortb^f n« The great thiogs wanted by thp 
I^ctrthm oolonies, which depend fo much upon trade, a^e 
commodities to trade in, and people to trade with, both of 
which they might find, by making fettiemeots on the Mif^ 
Jjtffi zMOAh, 

' Many feeiD.to thialr, that we may ratfe populous coIo* 
nies, ftiich as NruhEngiamif on tfae(e Northern coafls, which 
appears ^ be impraflicafek; and happy it is for Brltdin^ 
th^ar it X^t^. ^11 tbefe countries, North of the fettlementi 
jnh Ntw-Bngiand^ tie within the verge of the N^ribim 
/a9wy'^m99ni0ms on one hand, and the iflanda of ice on the 
other, ^wbidi render the climate unfit for Agriculture, on 
aictount of tlie perpetual frofls, or more pernicious cold 
fc^* Thefe mountains run down to the fea coaft, and 
Um bat hefe and t^ne a fpot fit to inhabit ; fo a^ ridge of 
ttefe «bare and biirren iliountains runs through the whole 
¥thinfuh of Ni^a Scotia. Hence there are but a few incon- 
lidefable fpbits fit to cultivate, and - the land is covered with 
a toid fp6T)gy mofs in place of Grafs, as all countries are^ 
ifrhfck ire -fo dVfcrtC5hcd with fnow. *^ The land is lb bar- 
^'^iienf Ih^t Corn doeanot come up well in it ; and though 
^* never fo much pains betaken to manure it, ftiil the crop 
** WiBbe ve^y in(JonfiderabIe» and they are often obliged to 
** throw it tip at laft. ' For this realba they are obliged to 

' , . li.::^ ^ •** fow 
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lands fof ^rAany years, arid ?rybu will 'hot graft t- 
them any, ' what can they do bat (apply them- 
felves with th^ir txkn ne'eeflarkS and mahuifiic* 
tures^ iridepfendentbf jBnV^?//?? Many of them* 
have removed to the marc inhofpitable climes ' 

• • * 

^ few Cprn on their marftcs." ' Rtlatiin <fr f^Jcudi^- 

, Thid is the accotint which the Frmch give of Nova Scotia^ 
from 100 years. experience I and this has ma(fp it' fo' diffi- 
cult to people that country, ^hich hardly produces eitheir. 
Corn* or Grafs, if it be not in a few n)ar&es,'an^tMff.af^ 
liotfit for Corn in any part of the world. Yet we are told ia 


richly overpaid in the inixhQuflihle*f€^ilitf 
<^ foil ;^* both of which are as tootpify tp truth, ^^ an} 
thing that cbiiid be imagined. The (;learing of the wppd^ 
would fender thofe countries much mprc unrnhabica^lefhari . 
^hey are} as piuft appear to all whb are acqu^iti^d iMtb^h^ 
cVirmte of North' jfnier'tta ; and the land iS'flot'Worthfthe 
fharge of clearing, as it muA all be grubbed; l^he. foil is.^ 
lianen, that we ice, manure itfelf will hardly .make it yield 
^ crop, pot even now, when' it is frefh and fertile. Thij 
earth is fo chilled by the frofti, fnow^j'and pferpfettoirt/Utf^ 
fpgs, both in winter and fuminer, that it feem^ Qptlxrliavc 
"Warmth enough in it to rot manure} and make \\ yield i;s . 
|i9uri(}iment-— It is not in the natiire pf things, that ai}y 
Jand, whatever it (nay be to appearance, can be fruitftV'm 
fiich cUmates— In fuch frozen regions, v^e netcr mew wiil\ 
^fruitful foil in any part cf the world, and much lefi^fin 
North jimerua-^Thc fertility of the earth proceeds from ita 
warmth, \vhich is not to be cxpefled in the ffofts, fnoWs, 
^n6 fogs of Canada and Nva iSc^?//^— Sqch couiitries cneft 
j)e very unfit to yield any thing for Brkdin^ and if theydo 
fiot, we cannot fee the ufe of maintaining colonies In' them 
at fuch an cxperxe. • And this is the cafe of all Jmerica 
^orih of New England ; where colonies canortly fubfiA-by 
(he fifliery, and mult ruin chat of Britain. 
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K^-^&!ftaSi:^ti^ ot the, (kjfr/s !!)f New Jerfey, 
wbeire tb^y ar/^lofl to the nation^and find itfo 
difficult to^f^bfift ia tbcfe defcrts^ that they arc 
again obliged to return to ti^eir own country, we 
aite jtold^ They are now, and have been for 
many years, petitioning for thofe lands on the 
Ohio and MiJjiJJippi ; which if they do not get, 
thfcy haw no reJfource left, but 10 apply to 
Manufadlures, and to carry on a trade in thcfn, 
by which they will foon fupply the reft 'of 
America. Tliere are not lefs than a or 300,000! 
peopld'hi' iVbr/i^ AmertGa^ who are m thi? fitu- 
atjbn, di:hd' t^dnt lands to make ftaple cooicno-* 
ditles i^t Britain *y w^ho would foon eftabiifli 
a:^goQd..aod refpedable colony in any of the 
fruitful parts of the Continent here mentioned, 
but will never go either to Canada^ No%m Sc(h 
tia^^Qv Florida.. It is. f6r thefe people that 
lands^arecwantcd, but not either for Greeks or 
;JBnfl)«f; ^If a few foreigners, fuch as the Greeks, 
or. any othtrs, may be procured to joih thefe 
ipeo(^ l^<dn> th^ Northern and other colonies, 
asm^ny nwy from all parts.of ^Ewr<?/;r, in order 
to fecure the country at firft j they may be of 
4<^me iS^fvice in^ the countries we' mention, but 
:in. afi}^ others they muft prbve a prejudice to 
the riarion, after all the charges they will coft; 
and even in thefe, a fe\Kr would be fufficicnt, 
^s. thefe lands are wanted for the daily increafe 
<3f the colonies. 

• If thefe countries are fettled, they will pro- 
^Aice tpahy commodities, which xn^y for ever 

keep 


keep t\^ colonies from interfering wit^b jixj^^ 
Mother Cpiuntfy, and prove the greatell Icrvicf^ 
to the whole nation both at home and ahroad«^ 
In all the three, divifions of the Britijb doo^H 
xiions here mentioned, both the foil and cli-. 
mate, are fo different from what th^y are j^~ 
Britain^ that their produfls will never be the. 

fame, as they are in rpoftpf ou r. other colonic V 
This will always make the, produdsof tbe one 
vf9^\\ttA by the other, j and that keeps up the. 
,€p«Qf<Sipn. and correfpondence. b^tvfeen th.^ 
colome^,an4 Britain^ which is. ^ what w? call, 
their ,lubfifting by a. dependence. upoa her. Jjt. 
is by that means, and by no other, that this their 
dependence is to be prefery ed^ asji^ .^ndexed 4s 
l>ene£cial to tlic one^ as the other ^ ^nd it . is 
for wan( of Xuch means, of fubfi^ing^ , tjp^t we 
fee fuch diffe^eoccs between tljep>,^,t|;iat they 
areat. lail jikely to end in a feparatiQp^ unbfi^ 
their cotinci^^oii .is preieryed by the tie^ here 
racnikwoed. . V , . ^ 

To gve an account x)f the fevcr^^l <;Qjcn,i;Qiodl- 
ties which thefe countries^ and o^r ptj^r qolQ* 
nies, might produpe, and the propf^, 4^11 and 
climates, for them, wipuld require, a trfajdJS^w^jf 
itielf,. which was intended to be the chief paji;t9^ 
this difcoarfe } but as the prefer^ parthas^ ^^^^J^ 
it to fuch a lengthy the other cnufl: be inferred fi^ ; 
fo&c other opportunity. In thq noflani ,ti|nc i|.j 
might be caly to fhew many cpaunoditi^s qj^^ 
the grcateft value, which niight be made ita 
the territories of.the ik/>^^pr arid Ohio. That 

whole 


i^fcolfe dduhfry, from the ifland of 2Vke? ^lewxt' 
to thfc river O^'^ and lilihois, is the richeft and . 
iwbft fruilfal df any in the Brittfb dominions,* 
and extends upwanJs of a thoufand miles, c6n- 
taJning' more fraitful lands than arc in all our • 
€olohies put together. Thpre are no- ^ood 
lands in &U Noftb America^ btrt upon the fides-' 
of rivers, and as the Mijtffippi h fo mocH larger 
than aH the other rivers in that Continent, the 
lahds'updn it are as mdch more extenfivc add' 
fertile: Thisf we are affured of by thofe wha' 
Were fent from F/r^;y/^^ in 1742, on pqrpofe^ 
to furvey thole coontries, who reported, ^ they ' 

* Taw mote -^ooA land on thd M{j}fJJtt>pi^ and its ' 

* ^m&ny large branches/ than they judged waj' 
* ' in till the Bn^ltjh colonies, as, far as they are ^ 

* '^inhabited/ '' The fame is confirmed by the ' 
Prencbi who tell us from ejfpcricncc of them, ' 
•nhe larjdsr on both fldes df the Mijiffippi arc 
**exceHent ftfr' culture^ and produce Indian' 
^'Corriy Tobacco, Indigo, &c. and all kinds of 
*"provifiDifis/With nw^^ br no care orkboar^ 

* ""and ainibft without culture i the foil being a 
•"^fclack^rtibuld of an excellent qurfity **/ More * 
p4hK:ulaTly, in the coimty of the Natcches 
afcb^e-meritiohed, we are told by a Planter of 
fifteen' yeirs expericnde in that country, the * 
J(dH is-- a ftrtife mottld three fe« deep on the 
hills, "and^ flv* or fi)t feet deep in the vallieSr 
vi^h i ftrbti^ clayey foundation ^f- ; the like of 

. * Du Mant Mm^ines df h Louifianti Tom. i. p# 16. 
+ tin Pro/z Hill. Louiftahay Tgrn* u p. 263. v '• 
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which is cetfainly not to be fecn any whtrceifjj 
in all thefe Southern parts of North America^ 
Even the hill fides are covered v^ith caties^ 
which in our colonies oiily grow in the decpeft 
and richeft fwamps^ 

Such lands have a natural moifturc in thcm^ 
which is the very foil that both Hemp^ Flax^ - 
and Indigo delight in ; and thefe are the three 
fkft commodities that the nation wants fromt 
the colonies. Upon fuch lands Hemp and Flax 
might be made in quantities, as a ftaple com« 
modity to fend to Britain y whereas on tbo 
poor: knds in our colonies, and their fmall 
plantationSj they can only make a little for 
their own ufe. The one would be the greats- . 
eft feryice, when the other is a prejudice to 
the nation. The climate like wife is as fit for 
thefe conimodities. Here they might fow* 
Hemp and Flax in winter, which is the only 
proper feafon for them in any part of Nortb 
Americdy as we have {hewn above. This . 
would afford time for making another crop in 
fummer, which fliould be Indigo. Now a 
crop of Indigo, Hemp, and Flax, would be 
much more profitable, than any thing that 
America produces, whether on the Continent 
or the Iflands. Every labourer might cultivate 
two acres or more in Hemp, and one or two ii> 
Indigo, the produce of which would h^ wprthi 
from 30 to 4 Q pounds a ycar^ This would 
enable them to purchafe negroes, and to en- 
large the jBr/V//Z) plantations^ bey ondvvbat .they 

are 
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laK 'oibci*wii(e . capable of. Such plantation^ 
would ^bq more profitable than even Sugv co- 
fpfiitsj and fupply the napon with more valu** 
ab'ki and rieceflary articles. A, hi^ndred thou- 
fand,Tabourer^, which might be eauly found in 
ill xjur Colonics, taken together, wpuld at this 
rale )Df ;^o /. a head, make t\srp.millions a year $ 
but Juppofe they make only one half of thf^, it 
is jas puch as,^!! pur colpnies in North jynertQa 
now' produce* -T^If we compare this y^iitb.ihft 
h^rren defer Isi of Canada and Florida^ wnat a 
wide difference is there ! / . / 

' By thpfe means the nation might gcj:. the.tradc 
'.both 01 /f7^/^(?i Hemp and I^lax^ and fupply all 
J^f/i^^^ with thefe commodities^ as we now do 
vi\ih'^ohacCo^\ which laft thefe lands are as fit 
to produce, iii much greater plenty and perfec- 
tion th^n ' any pther part or North America* 
And, when our Tobacco plantations are worn 
cut*' there are no lauds to fupply their place in 
itl the JSr////^ dominions, but thofe on the 
'Mtffift^ffi. There are three things neceffary for a 
iTobacco plantation ; to wit, rich andfertile lands j 
;6pd paiturage for maintaining (locks of cattle 
Ppr nrianure ^ and an inland navigation, 'with 
cbrivqriient ports, to (liip off. fuch a grofs and 
bulky commodity from every plantation ;,w|iich 
three cpnYtniencies you will not find in any part 
bilSforfi) America, but in the Tobacco planta- 
tiohs,' andi onihtMm^p^^^^ Our Tdbacco 
pl'aiiters/tliijrefore may nnd other? there, when 
dieii:^ old' plantations are worn out^ as moft of 

Kk them 
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tTiem already are, and wiU all be in lime. To 
thefetbcy misiy fehd their negroes, as they lately 
did 'to the mountains, when th0y cannot main- 
tain them elfewhere. It was for this purpofe^ 
that they petitioned for lands on the Mijfi/ippiy 
iind fome of them made fettleo^nts not* fax 
from it, even before the war ; bnd many fet- 
tled on the heads of the Ohio\ but the only 
port to all thefe inland parts of the continent, is 
^t'the tnouth of the Miffijip^ii which is more 
tonVenient than the mountains^ on which moft 
of our Tobacco is now made, hdwever remote 
'fonie may reckon it, ^ho are unacquainted 
tvith that continent. It is but 500 miles, 10 a 
'ftraight line, from the feacoaft o( Carolina and 
Georgia, which is no great way to go for good 
'lands in North America^ efpecklly in thefe 
•barren farids. We rechei»bcr in our days, 
when the mountains, which ai^now the center 
of our bed plantations, were reckoned to be 
more remote than the Mi^ppi is now *. 

Thus 

^ At prefent indeed it might ttot be ft> proper to ms^M 
Tobacco on the Mi(ftjftppi% fo long as our old plantations 
' vrill produce it in fufficient quantities ; or at ieaft till they 
have fome better and more profitable fiaple, 'whkh they fa 
ttiuch want, and might eafily get. If the cdloinies plant 
only one or two commodities^ as they now<k>» and inter* 
fere with one another, it is the way to ruin thtm all, and 
the intereft of Britain in them. But the fettling of the 
Planters themfelves in thefe countries '£s not to rnterfere 
with them, but to fupply them With fre(b lands, of which 
they are in want \ and it is only by that nlieans, that they 
have hitherto kept up tb^ir Ty^cco plaotatioAs^ or wi\l 
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Thus we fee, that the territories of the Ohio 
and Mijfifippi are very fit to produce Tobacco^ 
Indigo, Hmp and Flax, which are the grand 
ftaple commodities of North America y and it 
is to produce thefe, that lands are wanted there. 
Tbefe are likcwife the proper crops for fre(b 

wood 

ever be able to do It. Such commodities as either Tobacco, 
Indigo, Hemp, or Flax, can only be made to advantage, or 
In any quantities, on frdh wood lands, and in woody coun* 
tries, which afford plenty of maft and pafturage in the 
woods, and maintain their ftock, while the people beftow 
their tiqie and labour oh thefe their ftaple commodities ; it 
js by thefe means, that we have hitherto made fuch qiianti«- 
ties of Tobacco | but as foon as thefe refources are ear- 
haufted, they are obliged to turn their lands into Corn and 
Pafture groundsi, in order to get the neccflaries of life, 
which thefe exhaufting weeds rob them of. We fhall 
therefore foon find a fupply of frefli lands on the Ai^ffijB^t 
neceilary to keep up our Tobacco plantations, if they are 
not already. It is for want of fuch lands, that thefe colo- 
nies are fo much in debt, and are obliged to eftablilh 
Manufactures — They may perhaps think, as many have 
always done, that the making of more Tobacco may depre* 
ciate the value of it ; but many are of the contrary opinion» 
and think it is the only way to preferve the Trade. The 
ftaple of a country, which may be made in fo many differ- 
ent parts of the world, fhould not be made dear, otherwife 
you will lofe the Trade in it. It was only the plenty of 
good and fertile lands, that has hitherto given us the To- 
bacco Trade ; but when thefe are exhauned, we muft lofe 
it, as we already have one half of it. 

The law price of our Tobacco does not proceed from the 
quantity \ye make, but from rivals in the Trade, and the 
Tobacco plantations in Europe^ which now produce at 
leaft 100,000 hpglheads a year^, more than we make in all 
America. Thus we do not make half the quantity of 
Tobacco that is confumed, and wanted in the fever^l mar- 
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wood lands, or new fettlements. . Land? 
which wilt not produce thefe at firft, are nof 
worth pofleffing. In a few years they are 
worn out, and will hardly yield the ncceflaries of 
life. It is for this reafon,that on our poor planta- 
tions frefli lands will always he wapted for thefe 

kets of Europe* It is this that makes fo many competitor^ 
in the Trade, aqd threatens to r\iin it, .When our To- 
baccQ bear^ a price, they, immediately make fuch quantities 
in Europe J that we have no vent for it ; but as our Tobacco 
is fo much better than theirs, if we were conftantly to make 
a fufficient quantity^ as cheap as they can afford it, we 
lii!gh( foon put down their plantations, gain a monopoly 
of the Trade, and put oyr own price on Tobacco, 
V^hich appears tp be the only way to raife it ; and this might 
^afily be dpne» by fuch plenty of rich and fruitful lands as 
arc upon the Mtffijffjppi and Ohio. Now, fuch a monopoly 
pf the Tobapco Trade, or |00,opp hogfheads^ would be 
worth nigh a million a year to Britainy over and above 
what it now clears ; which is abput 1, 1 00,000 1, per anft. 
including the duty, and all charges. 

Such frelh lands are iftore w^nfed for the making of 
Tobacco on another accouqtr VVhen the plantations came; 
to be exhaufled, the Tpbacco was fo bad, that it would 
tardly pay the freight and charges upon it ; for which rea- 
fon they were obliged to make a law, in 1733, to burn all 
that ihould be deemed bad by infpeflors ; but this was no 
telief to the people, tp burn what their lands borie, when 
they would prod^ce no better, This obliged many to quit 
their, plantations, and«others to turn them into farms, or 
porn and Pafture grounds, to (upply th^mfelves. Neither 
was this a way to preferve the ''i'obacco Trade, however 
convenient it may be on many accoynts. They often 
burn better Tobacco than their rivals an^ competitors in the 
Traclp can make, which has fo much increafed their planta* 
^ions, to the ruin of ours. This, we remember, was 
foretold at the time when this law pafTed, and it hath 
§(:pordingIy happened. 

com* 
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§omthodities> which no other part of the Brs-^ 
fijh dominions will produce. Here likewifc 
they hgve the neceflaries of life with little or no 
coft or labor> which is as neceflary to make 
flaple commodities for Britain. The paftures 
are covered with green grafs knee high, and as 
high s^s a n^an in the vallies^ the like of which 
is not to be feen in any other part of North 
America -, fuch lands yield three and fourfcore 
jbufhels of Corn to an acre ; and the cattle 
maintain themfelves the whole year without the 
charge of feeding them *. Hence the country 
abounds with wild kine^ a large creature like an 
ox^ with a fleece like a fheep ; the wool, hides^ 
and tallow of which are of great value ; but in 
pur colonies the pafturage is fo poor, that there 
are nqne to be fee|i. How different is this 
from the barren fands of Florida^ which nei- 
ther produce Corn nor Grafs 1 or even from our 
northern colonies, where many can hardly 
make Corn to eat, and they are obliged to fpend 
their whole year's labor, on maintaining a few 
cattle in winter ! The very oflals of a plan- 
tatioii here would yii:ld mord Cora and provj- 
iions^ than they can make in our northern co- 
lonies, while it would produce . thefe ilaple 
commodities for Britain at the fame time. 
Here then the colonies of New-'England or' 
pthers, which want Corn, might be fupplied 
both for their own ufe, and their trade ; and 
^he iljands might by that nlieans be fupplied at 

f Sec Du Prafz, ibid. 
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a cheaper rate. But by confining them in their 
fettlements. Corn is biBcomc more valuable to 
make than any thing for Brkain; and they 
w9I foon have but little to fpare at that price. 

At the lame time thefe countries are as health- 
ful, as they are fruitful ; although we are told 
by thofe who have only heard of New Orleans^ 
that the Mi^ppi is very unhealthful, as all the 
maritime parts both of North and South Ame^ 
rtca are. But the whole country from the 
ifland 6f New Orleans to^ the river Ohio is high» 
dry ana hilly, refrcfhcd with cooling breezes 
from the adjacent mountains, which aiTuage 
the heat of the climate, and render it health- 
fjl. The banks of the Mijijippi^ on the eaft 
ixde, are from loo to 2 and 300 feet high, 
without a marfli near them. It is Ukcwife ob- 
ferved, throughout all thefe countries on the 
Mijjifippiy that it feldom rains. The Apala-- 
tbean mountains intercept the clouds brought 
up from the ocean, and render the fcafons both 
dry and healthful. How different this, from 
the low flat and fandy, marftiy and rainy fea 
coafts of all our fouthern colonies, and of Flo^ 
rida t If we would people thefe fouthern parts 
bf America, where the whole intereft of the 
nation lies, it will only be in thefe countries^ 
where it might be fo cafily done. And if the 
nation would cxpeft any indemnity for her ex- 
pcnces in the war, it can only be obtained 
from fuch countries as thefci which were the 
very objcdsofthe war. 
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When thefe land^ are clcfli ed, tfnd exbaufted 
with Tobacco, Indigo^ Hemp and Flax> tbsy 
i^ill produce Silk, Cotton^ Wine and Oil, for 
ever ; which are the great commoditiea that 
this nation wants. It is Tuch commodities a$ 
thefe that we ihouid call Mqt4fition$. Thtfk 
are the proper .produce of iVbr/i& jimerica^ and 
Knder colonies there fo beneficial to Britam^ 
but of much lefs con&queoce either to Frtm^t 
or Spain. They make thefe commodities m 
home, and would be loiers by making. them ia 
Nartb America. Colonies there* whofe ftaple 
myft foon be Silk, Wine and Oil, could noC 
depend xx^n-Franct or Spain: Hence it is. the 
greateft folly in them, 'to endeavour to raifefo- 
lonies in North America. Such a falfe poli<^ 
couid only be equalled, by Britain confining 
her colonies to countries whofe ftaple is Corn 
and Wool. The iiland ofHiJpanieia is of more 
fervice to France^ than North America \ and 
if we are excluded from the Mijj^ppi^ Britain 
will lofe by her fuccefles, what France has 
gained by her defeats— ^profitable colonies in 
America. 

But befides thefe or the like new fettlements, 
the great thing wanted in (he colonies is fon^ 
flaple for our old plantations, which are worn 
out with thefe and the like crop^^ or jvould 
-never produce them. The ftaple commodities 
which* they have hitherto made to fend to JSr/- 
tain^ are only fuch as are proper for frefli wood 
lands, aQd wheo thefe afe exhaufted^ as the 
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tnoft atid beft of tbem |)6w are/'l^yiJiiveiiid 
bth0r%- Thus when their landBRai?d-bpduglit into 
order for cditare and tillage, they! are ncnh^ig^ 
of any fervice to the nation at hmsisi They are 
then'iomidd into Com and Failure groundsv 
whidv pfddoce 'nothing but Corn and Wool j 
and ^S tbefe cannot be fent to Britain;, the €0^ 
Ionie$ are t)bliged to make their owncnanufkc^ 
tuirei With them, and to interfere mth t\mi 
mother eountry both oi agriculture and mana^ 
fadtdree. v It h for this r eaibn that hc&i lands^ 
and n^ w impr^v^eoients for the old^ are both f& 
much WavUicd ; and let any one judge} whether 
this is irttend^d^ tbimi ' as is giveni xiot, or fbt 
the \Mti^i!tc£ Britain f .Many foch improve^ 
menfe have bden propofed ifor^t&e odoides^ ev^ 
fincetbey were iirft planted/ but none of them 
have ever been brou^t to perfedlifon. There it 
not a edlony we have' in N&^tb AmetiMi \ but 
what would^ in the opinion of fonle orr.otl)ei% 
who ftill maintain thefe opinions cofrtraryiM 
fuch aniple experience^ produce alcttojfti^et^ 
thing that the nation wanta ; but they /haire 
never yet produced any one thing that has been 
propofed, and the nation has been dt&ppointed 
in all its hopes and expedtations novd^ tot 150 
years. The v&ry meafures that ttre; taken do 
promote thefe defigns, ar^ the greaceft obftf no- 
tion to thenri, and muft re?>der thefe difappotat)- 
ments everlafting. It is-^hfifrefMe high «ttrae, 
thafwe ihould CQnfider and attend to the caufes 
of the freqwent rqifipafriages ia all xbe£e defigns, 
which appear to be the following : 

I. The 
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!• The fiogular and peculiar climate of North 
^America hardly agrees with any one thing that 
is commonly propofed to be planted^in i^ and 
the foil is as unfuitable to many others. Every 
one Teems to imagine, that in the feveral cli-^ 
mates we poflefs from north to fouth, all the 
produdions of 'Europe may be raifed in our co- 
lonies ; but if the truth were known, thei'e is 
iiardly any one climate fuitable to them in all 
North America. The productions of Eurcpe 
^e there either deftroyed by the long ahd in- 
tenfe colds in the north, or burnt up by the fuil 
in the fottth, efpecially on their fcorching fiends. 
Hence there is hardly any of them that will 
Jlhrivc ill otlr colonics, ais the ftaple of a country 
pught to do« Of this we have, above given an 
inftance in Wheat, Hemp and Flax, and it is 
iriore vifible in many other things. The caufcfe 
fii this would abundantly appear from a due 
account of the climate of North America^ 
which we cannot pretend to give in the abounds 
of this difcodrfe. It is cdmnlonly innfagined, 
from mere guefs/thait the climaite of North 
America differs from that of Europe by ten de- 
grees of latitude ; but from certain obfervatioi» 
In both for thirty years together, we are w.ell 
aiTured^ that there is a difference of at leaft 
fourteen or fifteen degrees of latitude between 
the refpc<5tive climates in thefe two continents; 
it being fo much colder there^ thaii here*. 

Now 

* tht(t feVer^ cdHs art cdmmotily attributed to the 
Wddda ^ith which that Continent is covered^ and vtpff 
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Now this is as great a difference of latitude as 
moft produdlions of the earth will thrive in j 

con- 

fmaginedy tTiat the clearing of the& wiU abate (Be rigor of 
the cliiaat;!! ; whioh is as contrary 10 all reafon and «iftpi:rH 
enc^, as^ ^U the other ^omm<?n opinions relating ta tb^ 
Continent^ and the colonies in it. Now> as thefe vulgaf 
errors proceed from an ignorance of the climate, itmay be 
proper to give Come account of it bere^ as far as oiir room 
will pej-fDit. This coldne^ of the dj^iate^ whicl^ kj^t 
all over . N(frtb^ Jnurka^ appears to proceed, chiefly md 
principally, from the three following caufes, befides others 
which conjure with them^ particularly the nature x)f the foil. 

I. That Continent in all probability^ extends tathe-Nbrtb 
Pole^^sis po^eii^. fould ever be.foMOiJ.to theJand^ aU|)i^£^ 
k.has.^eo ie^rch^d as far NprtKas tha l^tiiude $0 aj;d i^ 
degrees. . In thefe Northern parts, America \% as extelinv^ 
from Eaft' toWeft ; both Greenland an<t Sfitssiergin-apig^ewt 
to be parts of that Continent, or atleafilnighly jomtj^^JtiA 
tbofe frofi&en regions. Thu& Ner^h America extef|ds^o.ver4br 
grpatcft part, qf the frigid zone, and is hy that means con* 
ftantly overwhelmed with froft and fnow ; whereas Bun^p$ 
and Afta terminate in or about the 70th degree of latitu^ 

Thus America e^clends iartber.Nprth ^a any otKei: imt 
of the world, and by that ipegns is fo n^uch cold^r-r*-^n||if 
is furrounded by the warmer ocean, which is always open^ 
Af^a^ by an icy fea {the mare glaciale) ; and Amertca\ • by %r 
frozen Continent; which occafions the diverficy of.^cisr 
mates in thefe t^r<;e Contir^ents. ; r . : j : \ 

' , II. That Continent,, which \% t^uf extenCye im iij\$ 
Northern parts, is one entire groupe of high mpuntains* 
covered with fnow, or rather with ice, throughout the 
whole year. Thefe mountains rife in the moftJhioHberii 
parts of the GonUnent that Ijave been difcoyered in^Sq^*p 
£ay, and fpread aUover.it to J^ef/t^-E^lajjJ. Hence '* t^ 
*' QOTL^oi Lalrador is the higheft of any in the world, ^nd 
<< may be defcried at the diftance of 40 leagues ;" and in 
the Weftern pai:ts difcpvered by iht* Rujpausy, th«y <cll.tw»i 
*^ the country had terrible high mountains covered with 
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Ctonfequ^ntly, we can expcft nothing to grow 
there as it does here. It is for this reafon^ that 

the 

5* fnow in the month of July" This was in htitude 58 

degrees, and the country to the Southward of that in 40 

degrees, is by the Spaniards called /terras nevados^ fnowy 

mountains* *^ So a ridge of mountains rife at Cape Tour menu 

jby ^ihec^ and run four or five hundred leagues, forming the 

^reateft ridge of mountains in the univerfe,*' which fpre^d 

over all the Northern parts of that Continent. Thefe are 

what we call the Northirn fKowy mountains^ which extend 

€0 the 43d degree of latitude, and render the whole Conti* 

pent uiifit for Agricultiire to the Northward of that. The 

^river St. Laurence is only a large arm of the Tea which runs 

up between thefe mountain/, as Hudfon^% and Baffin's Bay 

ido in the North, in order to carry off the fnow waters. 

' III. All the countries which lie within the verge of thefe 

mountain^, or North of NiW Englaniy are perpetually 

involved in frofts, fnows, or thick fogs ; and the colds 

^hidi are felt in the South, proceed from thefe frozen regi- 

;Ons in the North by violent North- weft winds. Thefe are 

the peculiar winds of that Continent, and blow with a fury 

which fH> wind exceeds. It appears from many obferva- 

tions, that they blow quite acrofs the Jtlantlc Ocean to 

Europe. The great lakes of Canada^ which are an inland 

iea eatendiitg North -weft for 12 or 13 hundred miles, 

{tve force and direAion to thefe winds, which blow from 

the Northern frozen regions, and bring the climate of 

HudJon^% Bay to t6e mod' Southern parts of that Continent) 

whenever they blow for any time. Northerly winds arc 

«to)d in all Countries, mi %A thefe blow with fuch violence» 

and from fuch frozen regions, they are fo much colder than 

^others. Every one may obferve, that the extreme colds in 

Nerih America proceed from thefe winds, as I found by 

.keeping a k^urnal of the weather there for fifteen years ; 

^^bence z^orth-iJoefler-^xA cold weather are in a manner 

lynQpimpus terms in a^It our colonies. 

Many imagine that thefe colds proceed from the (hows 
lying in the woods, bat that is. the; effed,, and not the caufe,. 
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pf the cold. The queflion is. What occafions fuch ittp^ 
fhows in thefe Southern latitudes ? They, who attribute 
this to the woods, do not diftinsiuifti between wet and coW,. 
ortlieyafnTrpiof wood lands and frofts, which are very dif- 
Fcoftjit things 5 fa different, that tbcy deftroy one inodier^ * 
lifcse a (hower of rain in afroft. TJ^efe colda arc fofaf • 
from being occafioned by the woods, that one half of that . , 
Contihent, which is the coldeft, and from which they pr6- 
ceifd, kt^i nota wood in it ; and iifo barren, that h does ttot 
beat a trc« or a bufh < It is from thb want of wtK>dfi \k ttier ; 
Kortbexn parts, arid the great lakes, ^^t thefe f^l^ol^ , 
wind? proceed j which arc very much abated by the wood$^ 
In the woods thefe cold winds may be endured* but in thie \ 
open fields they are infiiffcrable, either to manor bead, and - 
that even in our Southern colonist* W©^ talk from i^t»». ^ 
fience, — Hence, if all the woods in that Continent weri^ , 
cleared, Canada and tJcn}a Scotia would be as uninhabitable 
a# Hudfin's Bay ; our Northern colorties'as c6\A^Caiiado"i^ 
artd the adjacent Souiherni coionieis in the fitUAtian df YK^ .1 
Northern; which would make a very gi^ati^Ueralioi^ itt^-. 
the affairs of this nation— Let us not deceiv^ ourfelves,^ j 
therefore, among other things, tvith th^ vain hopes of 
ffnnding nature j 'and abating the rigor of tfcefe krhofpitflfflfe' 
climes ; that is not to be done, but by eotting off, 6C leail^ ' 
20 degrees of that Continent in the N^tb, and Jevel^9g^i 
the innumerable fnowy mountains \ fiom which tvep caufof ^ 
thefe fevere colds proceed. / * *^ ,' 

V6 part of the ni^orld can b€ compiitd liey ttiia in ]k>}f^ ' 
of climatei but the Eaflern purts of 4fiM^ wb)di arc alonDllL: 
contiguous to Amtrtca in the North, and are expofed to the 
Jtke cold winds from this Continents Hence it apf^dify, 
from comparing many obfervationsin both, tluit our coio*;« 
nies enjoy the fame climate with Eaji Tartary^ CAw^l 
Qorea^ and Japan ; the produ£t$ of which are fo rich wi\ 
valuable. Here then we might have, many, of ^thempft^ 
vj^l^s^ble coQigiodiues fof the ^plofiies^, and ^ tbefa^are f^' 
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the Wo^d^' v^bich^many have of ic^ only 
feisrtfs . to miflead* them. Fca this rcafon many 
of our colonies muft cither have more favour- 
able climates^ or make nothing that the nation 
wmtB. 

In fuch (ingular climateis few or no produfts 
of the earth will thrive, as the ftaple of a coun- 
try ihould do> but the natural produ&ions of 
the foil and climate; and viPe niuft plaiit and 
improve thefe, if we would, have proper ftaple 
commodUies for our colonies^ of which many 
might be found* Of this we have a remark* 
able inftance, in the very firft commodities the 
nation wants from Nortb America^ which arc 
HeiQp aijd Flax > the Europinn Htmp or Flax 
neither ^gfceff with the foil nor climate, but you 
nfty there have at leaft five or fix forts of thefp 
co(pm6dIties which a^e. natural to both. . Yoa 
n»y ;6Ad much better and ftronger Hemp there 
on the mei^ft barreSi fands, than the richcft 
Imds in Euripi ^ilj produce s and we have 
foiind it to thrive as well by culture in various 
fotis. It Is from fuch a' produdtion of their co- 
l<ftSies, 'vi^hkh is as common in them, as Hemp 
or Flax are in l^urope, arid as generally manu^* 
fa^ored^ ih9X\hnSpis^niards make many mann- 
faSores preferable to any of the kind that we 

lotldly difl%relit fh>in itijr thing that Br i fain produces, they 
iptght for ever keep the cofonics from interfering with their 
Mofhet Cbuntry, and fireftr^e a lifting connexion and 
cdrreiij^^nd^hti; bbtweenf them.«^Tt may be obfierveds that 
llllko(l^of the^fta'pfrcotmrioditics of Atfierica came from the 
£aft, a$ Sugar, Rice, Cotton* Co^e^ Indigo^ &c. But 
ttiefe tilings would require a more particular confideration. 

have 
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hviVt feen 5 from the faodples we have of It, it 
tppeargto good judges to be one of the befl ms(«* 
lerials for a mantfadure that are to be foagd 1 
>hey have three om four different forts of it^ 
ahd we might have five or fix more fort? from 
4mr'C0loQi«&> as well aa maiiy other valuable 
cxttnmoditieB. But they have been at the pams 
IX) explore the ptoduSiions of their plantations^ 
and by that means get fo many valuable returns 
from them 5 which we have entirely negle<9:c(Jt 
and thereby get fo little from purs. We do 
jiot ufe any prududlions of the country, and 
cithers will not thrive in it. The only rule We 
fccm to have for improving our colonies, is, tp 
make fiich commodities in them, as the nuer^ 
chants and Kadefmen want, whether they will 
.prcpdace tbem, or not. Wherefore, 

■ vanum cali pradifiere tnorem 

Cur a Jit ^ acfatrios cultujque habijufque locorum^ 
Ei quid quaqueferat regio^ et quid quaqu^ re* 
cufei 



II. The fb pie commodities cotrnnQnly/pro^ 
pofed for the colonies will not naaintaih them, 
and for that reafon they are obliged to manu- 
,fafture them. Few or no people feem to know 
jQC confider, what it is to maintain wliole coun^- 
tries merely by their agriculture ; and to fup- 
ply them with all theif neeeffsries without niaf- 
kin^ any, merely by the produce of lands'; 
efpiecially fuch poojF lands as our colonies po(&&. 
\i tiKsy can aiake a commodity or two> fiidi as 
Hemp, Flax, or Cotton, many think if is^ fof* 
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ikitnt; bat that k the dkeft waj^ to pnmqw 
the manafadurc9 of the colonies mftead of fop. 
ptymg the n^kn at home# AU that Brk^m 
wants ef the&^ tommadittes^ we^ld Atit be worth 
a fhniing ^ head/;^r annum- to all the people* inf 
Ni^rth America i and before they can befoph^ 
pofed to make even thai quantity^f the peopte 
wilt be twice as numerous as Cbey arei and wilt 
not have evea that incofene fifooAf fuch cbmsieK 
dkies -as thefe. To maintain fuch a rtumbe^ of 
people and whole eountries by fuch employ^ 
fnentSi they fl^oufd have a variety and number 
of^ them« and fueh: as are moFe profitable. If 
they have not, they can nevel- live by them^ 
and are obliged to convert the produce of their 
lands to their own ufe; Thus by doings things 
orfy by halves, we obftrud the dcfiga 
altogetnch We fhould either promote thefe 
defigns to fome purpofe, or let them alone*. 
Every thing- that has been done in them, to 
promote the intereft oi Britain^ has only ferved 
to e£lablifii,tbe meiiufa<^uns o£ the colonies., 
from! the making of Iron 60^ Hemp and Flaxi 
Unlefs they have fome other more valimble 
commodities^ they oaiv never fend thci&ta£r/^ 
taim Thoy^ muilf firft fupply themfelves wifht 
tbeiev as they do in all other countries ; after 
which the produce of fuch poor countries will 
hardly yield any overplus. The colonies mufl: 
ever ufe fuch neceiTary articles' as Iron, Homp; 
Flaxy Wool and Cotton, till they have ibme 
ether commodities to-pur^haib tbe-manufadluYefi 

of 
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of thefCf which np people can live withoDt) 
The proper commodities for them are fuch as 
jS//i, tFitie and Oik which they do. not requirti 
for th^ir oianvfa^tur^s. which are more valu^ 
;ible in thcmfelves> and may be made on their 
poor and mean lands. .Thefe commodities 
cofl: the nation two miUions a year^ and they 
niiight vend of thefe to the value of three mil«« 
lions ; which would be a ilaple fit to maintain 
fo many colonies^ and fuch a number of peo^ 
plq, Thefe are like wife as proper for their 
lingular foil and climate, ,and are the.grejUE 
ilaple commodities wanted in Britain. But by 
growing Corn on their poor and niean^lands^ 
ihey ilarve themfelves, interfere with their 
mother country, and do ijot obferye the firft 
principle^ of agriculture. Some countries pro- 
duce Corn, and in others grapes grow to tA6x% 
advantage. 

Hicfegetes^ ilKc veniunt fiUcitn irtfec. 

' ' ■ » • , . . ^, 

, III. For want of a variety pf ft?ple eommo^ 
dities they are not able to make any*. By being 
all employed in planting one or two commpdr-' 
ties, as Tobacco and. Rice, the peopleflarve one 
another, when they becpme qumerous^ and are 
t>bliged to leave off planting aUogether. Tl^fe 
two indeed aflfprd employqient fpr labourers 
throughout the whole year, fof which reafon 
they are fo generally planted, but other com- 
modities are. very different in this refpcdl. T*he 
making either of Silk, Wine or Oil alone, d6c$ 

pot 


ii^pt f^lQ^ploy the kbourers above two oi* tliree 
i^Qptlis in ihe y^ar^ ^tid foe thiit reafofl wiH riot 
'irnaintain them ; aiid as they have rio bther eti)- 
ptpymentS) they caiiriot follow any doe tit 
iXitCc. This is the great obftacle to all the(& 
im^oyeihents iri the colonies. If rhey miake 
anj one, they ciannot live by It, as they hive 
00 oihfer employments of that fort fdr tne reft 
of the year. They cannot live by the making 
c^ any one commodity, a& they are idle for half 
Inelf time, which they arlTobliged to fpend on 

f' ianufadurea fdr want of other employ oientsi* 
at ff they had a variety of commodities to &t}d 
ko Britain^ which might be made in various fei-j» 
iom throughout the -whole year j they wouM 
Bed the labourers conftant employment, and 
hinder them from thus entering into manufac* 
|iires ; and they might get a fiving froni them 
atf together, which neither of them alone will 
ailbrd. Thus they complain, for ex^mple^ 
they caxMD^live by making filk^ as they make 
but a pound or two in a feafon ; but as this 
requires oiityfix Weeks in thd luring of the 
j^car, if they^had a Crop to fuecced this.rh fum-*- 
m^r, and a vintage after both in autariin, as 
they have in all countries where thefc commd- 
ditief are imMe, they might from them all get 
a better living than by riianufaftares, which 
they cannot by'finy dne'of them alone. It is 
only by thcfq tfttarfS, that you can ever mainj- 
taip wbol^' couotrics' irncr^ly by their Agricuf-* 
^UE<P, withoi^,aiiJiafaiftUre&i for which putpofe 

Mm many 
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many commodities (hoidd be made tcgether^* 
other wife none of them will fiiqcced. ... 
, IV, But here lies the diflkulty i th^y, vihQ 
are unacquainted with any one of thefc employ- 
ments, cannot be fuppofKi to carry them all pa 
to the bcft advantage, without which they can 
follow none of them. Thia difficulty, jigain is 
increafed by the peculiar circumftances of colo- 
nics, in which every one is employed on tbeir 
own feparate plantations, and. on. their owa 
account ; they work for themfelvi|!$, and capnot 
be hired by others, who might p«t:thefe em- 
ployments in their hliiids,.or cariy them on for 
their own advantage. Ifaxiymay be acquainted 
Vvith fuch employments, it is pnJy ta.talfc about 
(hem, fo long as fhey can biff qoioiq . to follow 
them. If others may hav© labourers pif, tbcir 
own, they are only ncgroc6> vyho arc vqry unfit 
to fet about new improv^menta. |f they hire 
foreign workmen, they arc cilber unacqu^aint* 
cd with the fingular and peculiar cUm;ate of 
PJortb America^ in which they are apt to a>if- 
carry even in their own bufifie/s ; or if they. 
make any improvements, it is only iov a private 
perfon or two, which die with th^m^ and turn 
to no account to the public. For theie reafons, 
our Planters follow only a few employments, 
fuch as they have learned firom tb^ir ^i^^thers 
\n Britaini and none can put any others in their 
hands, unlefs ^t is done by the, public. The 
iirfl: thing that every Planter has to,dO| is to get 
the ncccflaries of life ; this tbcy itrfi all engaged 
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inrfor tHcIf own immediate fubfiftence ; and if 
clpie nation at home would have them follow any 
other employments^ (be (bould take care to fet 
tbe people about them> otherwife it will never 
be done. Bat in all our regulations concerning 
the colonies, thi$> which is the only one w^nt- 
ed» feems not to bo thought of s although it is 
the more neceflary, as our Planters, like other 
Farmers, are never to be put out of the way 
they are once in. , 

It is for thcfe rcafons, that pur colonies pro-^ 
duce fo little, and that they muft now interfere 
with their Mother Country, both in Agricul- 
ture and Manufactures, unlefs thefe and the like 
irftprovements are made in them, in order to. 
increaie their remittances to Britain^ But if 
thefe difficulties^ in fuch a.de(ign, are duly con^ 
fidered, they will not be fo eafily furmouhted». 
as m^ny feem to imagine. Were we to con- 
fidec the execution of thefe deiigns, many other 
difBculttes would occur, efpecially in the foil 
and cliaiate vvhich the colonies now poifefs/ 
Xhe vftry improvements that are proper for 
them are* hardly known, and much leis tha 
ways of making them. . In the mean time, till 
thefe things are better uuderftood, the prefent 
improvements of the colonies may be reduce4 
to the foHo wiog heads : 

I; To e*t^d their fettleoKnts to n^jv and 

' tnore fertile lands,, aad favourable climates, 

fuch as we- have pointed, out, which appears to 

beabMittely neceflary.for the greateft part of 
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them to make any improvc^iciits whatevar/ 
Thefe will produce Tobacco, Indigo, Hemp) 
and F^lax, the planting of which they are ac- 
quainted with, and have no fuch difficulties to 
encounter in making new and unknown im^ 
provements^ which are more uncertain and 
precarious.- It is not yet certain, whether they 
can make any others, and for that reafon, thefe 
are more neci^ffary. -It is to be feared,, that all 
other improvements have been ky )ongw^]e€t^ 
cd, that tney can now only ftibfift hy inanufac- 
tares, unlefs (hey enlarge their plantations, s^d 
thereby give room toothers to improve the M^ 
When the people become numcrdUSf in a couiii- 
try, it is very difficult to fiibfift rtierely'by their 
Agriculture, as colonies ^ould do. 

II. But the great thing wan^ k) to itti- 
prove our old plantarions in-'ftaple tortfmodltiei 
for Britain', which is attended with much 
greater difficulties, than moft people- feemf td 
imagine. The firft thing to bedone^ fbt tliftt^ 
purpofe, is to make filk and wihe, whitb are the 
rieceffary foundation of all other improvemeotSi 
Thefe commodities are not only vateablc-in 
themfelves, but they arc as neceffary fo find 
conftant employment fdr labourers throughout 
the year, and thereby to enable them to fend 
their other produfts to Britaifiy which mfay b^ 
made with thefe 5 neither of which are likely 
to turn to any account without the other, 
Pferice we flbould have begun with the cacou^ 
f agemc^t pf fxlk and wine^ befote hemp W 

flax, 
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flarf, Of fthy other fnatcrials of manufadurcs *• 
ISktt IjdBderall the other difficulties above-men- 

tionedj 

* It w«s to fiipply the nathn with filk and wine, that 
our Qohuuci weie fird fetded, and no part of the world is 
perhaps more fit for (hat purpofe, after the woods are 
cleared. Although the foil and climate are verj fingutar^ 
unth r^afd to other produdions, yet nnilherry trees and 
virtfB auy aa it were, natural to them* That whole Con- 
tinent h coirered over with both, as far North as Montnal^ 
and Jnnapolis, ia Mv« Scotia. We have feen fifteen dif- 
ferent forts of native grapes there, the like of which, glow* 
ing wild, are certamly not to be found in any part oS the 
workt^ The ordinary forts of thefe in Firginia yield a wine 
fo Uke the common B^urdeaux wine^ that it is diflictitt to 
dfAinguiih the one from the other i and froin another fort 
fome wiik hae b^ep made, which was compared by good- 
judges, both here and there, to the beft that is drank. 
Other fetis yiold. wiac cxa^Uy like the Luhon. But infiead 
of tbefe, they have trahifplanted grapes from the bills of 
Normandy to the maritime parts of Virginia and Carolina^ 
where no one could expe£t them to thrive, nigh fo well as. 
they do; They ri^n thei^ in the beginnbig and middle of 
^H^y when no one can exped tt> mtifce good winej 
atthough they yieM a very good wine for prefent drinking. 
But this Ts the moft improper for their climate of any grape 
that grows ; neither is it the true Burgundy grape, for 
which they ^t it. 

' There are lik^ife three difB^rent forts of maU)erry trees 
iri North Amirica^ and a native filk-worm wUch fpios its 
cocons upon thefe and other trees \ which are as large, and 
wet?h as tnuth, ^ t^venty ofthe common \ and the filk is 
modi ftronger^ This would a0brd a material for a mamt- 
Ikdure,- different from any that is known»«-It has becsi 
imagined, indeed, that the making of filk would turn to no 
account in the- colonies; but it would certainly be much 
more profitable than tobacco, their moft general ftaple« 
There are nigh Soo^ooc people in the tobacco colonics^ 
Hrho might make at le^jift a pound of fillc a head pet tamum^ 

which 
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tioncd, tnulberry orchards and vineyards require" 
time to be brought to pcrfcdlioD^ wl;iip)i the^ 
indigent circumftances of Planters will hardtj 
admit of. They generally live from year to 
year» and cannot lo MrtU afford, or at leaft do 
not attend to, the making of improvements which * 
require eight or ten years, to turn to account* ; 
It is this that c^ftru^s the making of filk and 
wine in the colonies, more than any other <1 if- ' 
£cuhy;, and requires great induftry and applica- 
tion to be furmounted. If this were ooce done, 
niahy other commodiiies might be made with 
thefe^ and the colonies might be conftantly 
employed in making them all for Britain i 
whereas at prefents all the comm^iU^ pro-* 
pofed for them only fcrve to eftaldiih their 
manufactures, which will prove a$ great a lofs 
■ • - • ......... . 

Vhich would be worth SoOyOOo/.a whereas thqr do not 
make above 300,000/. by tobac(;o ; and che^one is made in 
fix weekSy tt^ other requires a twelvecQonth ; this is only 
to be made by flaves, when that is an employiaetit whijeh 
inigbt be followed by women and children^ luid in fuit;abi^ to 
the condition of n\ankind in thefe intemperate clin^ateS) as 
well as the making of wine. Such employments are more, 
necefiary, as the women , arid other weakly peo{^e, who 
are not fit for labour in the fields, have no way to get their 
bread bat by thefe, or maoufadureeri fuid as they make, 
diree^fourths of the people, they muft necffTarily manufac- 
ture every thing they, cap raife, particularly Flax, Cotton^ 
and Wool. The great obttacle to the making of iUk ha3 
hitherto been the want.of hands^ of which tbcfe: are oow a 
fafficient number in aMoxkc igld pUmations; hut as fdk 
alone will not maiaiaio then;i, tbey muft be other wife cm*, 
ployed, till they have other crops which will not intctkf^ 
with this. ... 

to 
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to them, as to the whole nation. Both the oqc 
and the other will thereby io£b the produce of 
fheir lands> while they can get nothing by their 
spanufadures, but bare neceflaries. Nothing 
will ever turn to any account in the colonies^ 
but their Agl^iculture ; and if their lands yield 
nothing, you can expedt as litde from them in 
Britain. The intereft of both depends on thia 
fingle pointy or the improvemeot of their Agri* 
culture. 

IIL Since their lands produce fo little^ evpry 
one is bent upon trade, and the colonies en- 
d<^avouf to better their circumftances by that^ 
which they cannot do by any other meaqs; 
but their trade feems to be as little underilood, 
as every dying elfc relating to them. It is 
inbagined, that they do or ipay make money by 
tlieif tirade to the Weft^lndies, but it rather ap- 
pears^ that they lofc very confiderably by it. 
That trade indeed is carried on at fo many dif- 
ferent ports, in fmall vefTels and cargoes, and 
ia commodities which are, or have been^ 
moftly fmuggled, that it is very difficult to get 
any exad account of it, for which rcafon it 
feems to have^ been fo little underftood. In 
all the accounts we have had of their trade, we 
neither fee a ftate of their exportSf nor imports ; 
what the balance is, or how it b paid; 
without which it is imppffible to form any- 
right judgement concerning trade. By the beft 
accounts of thefe that xran well be got, either 
there or here, their ittjports appear to amoune 
.2 at 
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at fcaflt to Sop.poo/. * year, , whea |li*ir ex- 
ports dp not excted 300^000 ^^tb^ J^almi^s 
therefore againft them muft be 500,000/. pef 
4mnum *. This balance arifes from the very 

• The quantity .of fugarconrumcd in North Arhmca m^y 
lie coipputed from the confumption of "Bruaijiy which \% 
\j the lad accounts of the Cuftaoirhoule 94»pophQg^c9<b 
a year, for feven and ^n half millions of j)eoplq ; . ao(| .45 v\ 
th^ Cptonj^, ff^oil of their coipoipn liquors are ib(ne,beve- , 
rage iVeeteqed with (ugar> they muft confumq ri^tber inojre 
in proportion 1 at which rate three ^millions ot popple will . 
require 37^006 hogtb^^s/ T^ common f^Qf^tllatkl^,!^ 
^0,900 bogflic^d^> valued, at 3x>o,o6o A - ^ ..... 

The q\ianuty of molafTes is computed to be ^iqiooa 
hoglhfads, which at 3/../>^r bead, come to x-jo^ocxil. 

But in the account from which thif iGompatatioa. Ukfliadv 
now before fDe> there is no a.llQWMce.Jo^ ^'e S^^ 
crn colonies, who make alt their unalt ,bee|c.,pi n^pUf^ 
fes, and cannot confume lefs than. 30^000 hogQieiias a ytiXy 
as that wouid not make above a quart of beer i 4a)r/or halif. 
the people. 1 v.' • ^ 

The quantity of rum made in our ifl^nd^. i^ by tbcif.^ 
computation, from 60 to 70,000 bogflieadd jayear, ^^a^ . 
they import but 8 or 9,000 b^gfb^ads ioto. Mntain^ the . 
greateft part of the reft nnifl: be confiimed in i/firth Jim" 
rica. It is computed, that they import 30,000 fio^fto^l 
but allowing it to be 20,000, or to the value of 290,060 /«, 
the whole will amount to 770,000/. per annumi for rum^ 
fugar, and molaffes. 

To this if we. add their wine, and other . f^efirlnJii^^ 
goods, the imports into iV^r/ii//«^ric^ cannot be left iJiafl^ . 
^00,000 i per annum» 

As for their exports, they are niore uncertaJm; ,butlt Is . 
computed by our iflands, that they take from N^th /m^r,^ 
rica to the value of 8o,QOO A ,pcr annum', . and thi^jr cq^iu)^ 
be fup^ofed to expou much more, to forjcugncgJcpi^^hii^p . 
Qur own j bui allowing this laft to be 220^000 /t>JtK^ whole 

amounts 
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Mfiiiare p£ the trade; a cargo of tVeJiilndia 

goods fs fo much more vdusible than one of 

' • Nwth 

iiiti04mt9 but to 300,000/. a year. If any may fuppofe, 
th^y export aiore^ they may import a^ mticH mofe, fo th^c 
the balance agaihft them will be 500,000 A per annum* At 
any rate, the balance appears to be againft the North Ame^ 
rican colonies \ although it is impoflible to afcertatn the 
fcxaft fum, and it may be more or lefs than we make it. 

Hence it rhuft appear to be imprafticable, to raife a 
revenue by fuch a lofidg trade ; which i$, moreover, car- 
ried on \h fuch grofs and vile commodities, that they wiH 
hardly pay the freight. ♦ If this trade is thought lo be per- 
nicious, it ihould be prohibited, and not tolerated for the 
fake of a precarious revenue, which can neither be paid, nor 
CoJIefled. 

This is ati eiperice which the colonies canrtot afford jh 
their circumftancei. Moft of thefe articles are indeed 
neceflaries of life among them at.pr'efent, efpecially \nNew 
Englandy ^erfe they both carry on their fifliery, thefuppoft 
6f the country, and purchafe the Corn they eat, with mo- 
lafles, and the rum diftiHed from it : but as they might fup- 
ply themfelves much better with their own products, it 
would be much ttiore for their advantage ; the coloniefs 
l;lrould'diereby fave half a jfnilUon a year, which is a third 
part of their whole income, and would very much increafi^ 
their femfttances to Britain ; and in their prefent fituatioft, 
we tafi^iec no other waylhey have to pay their debts. 
'Thfsis the more to be regarded, as the only profitable 
artifcli'in this trade is fugar; but fo long as they purchafe 
fuch quantities of rum and molafles^ they have nothing to 
bu/ fugar with ; rifelrfier will the i^r^^f^ or any others Ifet 
them have fiigar or other valuable efFefts for their produfts, 
fo long as they can be fupplied with every thing they want 
for the very aregs of their plantations, ^ which they could 
make no other ufe oP. 

This 'tifade. to the Weji-tn^et was only carried onj. 
fn tfie'Wancy of the cofonies, to fupply them with 
immefdfate'iteCdlaTie^, • ftich as beer and other liquors, 
'*^ ' Nn which 
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N(9r4\f^^/V4?« procluce> that the Ia0 T^flf 
f^cvq: pay /or the firfts although they/gefic- 
• ^ftl^r ^odeavour to load their vcffels home, in 

:'wh^ch tb^ C9ul4 rK)f xba\lc of their own i but u U now 
timct^.a^t they (hould (upply tbemfelves with thefc, rather 
than with th«Aufa£titres ; and they nmft <io the one or, the 
ptben. By purcteifiag tix^k fpr their confMrnD^ton* ,tkf!y 
^ 4|>fn4ti;^jr f^Quncf ^.fofdon drj^s,, with which th^j 
: might fiippi^ themfelves, and jtnereby very much improve 
their.pwn mnd^, inftead of thpfe oJF their enemies and.rt vsfts 
'*-Jf^aCew MerchaotH or private Traders^ imy/jgmti>})y 
.lh)s:uadK^: th«t isfp lAacb loA tq^ the public. jj^Uthattt^y 
M\ % ^^« of t^»cfe iroMr?j$ ftpm |hc If^'^fntiis^ as a 
.4^de ruin ?to the coaft of Africa^ Is but a mere* trifle. - ^ 

Iris thii profufion of iTpiritifous liquors, which -thpy hiSrc 
"frojM lUm^lUidi^tneidilb, ^aithindera ifaem t9(jKB9ke' wine* 
(A Vlnej^wf .^H npt pcodace g59dwin%4fOfiei:,tes) or twidve 
,y^a^ ngr^.the heft under twqpiy or thjrtyj/but it .wllf 
yield gtcat quantities fit for oiflllljftgih tlire^ or four years, 
which defrays the charge of vfcfeyirds.'vflt*! tvitHixihlew* 
Engl4nd^ w^liAW kniGOPlf w}oe ioadr» fibic^ti^'W^simifh 

♦ belter tt^^i ^^'Mngla^fi-rJfmri ^ yij^s-. nc^lwinef} hc1rc to 

It is imagined^ that rhey frmuld taketberr rMn, fli»ar) and 

<noli£fesfFOfii our qwji {ugar^cbl^oniesf ^a^^ nkdoobt»jthey 

ihbiiU giirc tbc^.>hc prefcii^ii^ t<>'fe«i$n«^^'Avhi^ **MKy Mve 

' nothm topiirdWe all their. J(uppli<^ jSf jrhi§ ^f^d^ for, rui;;h 

: a niimber of. peogle, fetther trdm.'the onp' ox thte' other. 

• Unlefs they ipake the greateft pafrr» tliey '^9 ^t Ibeoi 
t frool thofe'Who wiU;tsdi;cr;tfa»ir {>ro^fift fenthesit^ To 

fay, tbftt th^y ihf^uld^tfJie ^ tfedft ft#el*ef,frpnvo^. colo- 
nies, isthe.fam,^ ^jj |q fay,, ^h^^y ftjould p>ircl\ale, alV their 
: ucceffarics (rem Br itaii(i aiid they ffi6ul3 ^o.bdtb'lhe^ 
. wd the oth«r^ if the^'^MiM /^utkli^' fi^«l^'^'M]|vjttf do 
cither, til) thcf ioikc e^ciyotbhigrtif uhlsibiqdc^ihfyfCfos^ 



being fuppoHetl ^y ihetfi, * - '> i' 
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0rder to 6y.c freight. The qucftioOt therefore, 
)Ls* How. is this bilance paid? or what have 
jthcy to pay it in, but the Britijh goods, which 
Aey vend with their own produft's? They 
have np money but what they get from the 
V t^ej^-iwifes y but it isjmpoflibletomakemoney 
byiiirade>itbc.bftla(H:e ot which i^ a^ainf): them. 
But if they have no money to purch^fe Bntijh 
rnaQufad:dre9, nor credit for them, hoy^ can 
tbcy carry' oo thcj;: ,tf adp but in their bwn ? 
Theie arc things, which require a very feriou^ 
cpnfideration, and a more particular actount to 
difcu(ii them i but this [$ hot our fubjAa af pre- 
fcnt; no mqrc. than the prpp^r regulattoiifc for 
this trade, which would be attended with as 
much diidicuUy to execute, as to contrive. None 
of them . can well b? put in execution, tilt the 
coionifis (upply themfelvee with their own 
produdts, in place of thofe whicb they now 
impprt,*^ and cannot otherwifc do withduf. The 
JbaUn?e gI thjs trade is occafioned by the in- 
crease of people, and their great confumption 
<)f 1^(^ ^ India goodSf which is daily ipcreafing, 
i^nIei^ they have other fuppKes. A few peo- 
4?le,raigftt Aave )gMdt j(poncy by ^f, hut it \viH 
pcver maintain a number. Their trade h 
limited and confined to foreign colonies, who 
.'^^np.ftt tra,de! wi^h tkdn in articles of any value, 
-aftor^cbftfuwis their produ^^. They have nei- 
ther people of jittbAgnce to trade with, commo- 
\iditi^s of value to trade frt, nor valuable i-eturns -i. 

Vor them, fo that it k ip^ppffible they can ' fever 

K n 2 make 
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>vaj upon this account, that free ports* were 6> 

peceflary ; but it is to be feared, t;bat even thefo 

will nbt make the tracle turn to account. Tho 

putpber of people in all the Wfft*India iflands, 

€aken together, both Englijhzrd fordgn, is fo 

much left than in North .America, that the firft 

p^n. never confumc as much a$ the laft, nof 

tafce off the produ<9s of a whde Continent j 

«nda3 their goods are fo much mc^re valuable, 

ihis muil ever make a balance againft the North 

jtmerican colonies, till they fupply themfelves 

.wtb their own produftsj after which they 

Should prohibit thefe fbrciga cominoditiear; 

which interfere with their own, jflL cooxUfyoi' 

^nation may be ruined by trade, and they cai| 

jieyer, trade in any thing lefs profitable, or mrati 

[pernicious, than fpirituous liquors. If tbc^ 

.would make money by this trade, the commo# 

dities they import fhould be articles df com? 

merce, and not of cbnfumption ; but as thefe 

jtre now confumed among themfelves^lhcy 

lofe fo jnuch by them* Hence thcintfade is 

rather a fource of new debts, than a meads of 

difcharging the.old^ or of making mor^-*-^ 

It is therefore imprafticable to raifp a revenue 

vpon fuch a lofing trade, without a certain loft 

to the whole nation, .It' is this balance againft 

ihe colonies, which muft be paid in iJft/j/ft 

goods, that makes them fo much in debt to 

,Pfritain\ and to lay a duty upOn fuch a.tradr^ 

Js only to increafe that debt, and to rendcMbcitii 

jnorc unable to pay \u ^^ ^ 
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: Thfifetiie ihe thrce^fottfces of aW ^remit- 
tances tht colonics can make to 5r/i^/3f/rf, arid r 
of the impfovertients: \«^ich' iway be mide ift^ 
tfaem 5 the firft we have hei'e doniideredi as it 
is tbeioundatiori of all the reft*; and the Olhfet 
two would each recjuire as ^particular a "dxfcaf* 
flon/ to point out tvery thing that might be 
proper to be done in them i which oor §m'e tft 
bfefent; at the bounds of this difcourfe, will 
ndf admrtt of > thefe muft be deferred lb another 
bppbttonity, when we may give amorepjrfi 
trcdlar account <if that continent, of thef^ibil 
^nd ciimatife^ its prodnxfts; and' the improve^ 
paents which m«y be made in itr Were tfeefft 
duely complied with, all the cohDnies^from'iVfe^ 
]Bngbmii ^ South Gaf tUna m\^t have ft propcf 
flaple €bii' Britain^) which^ is< the o rrly in AJ i utn of 
*^ejr c6nne<9don and cortel^onderice with'her^ 
. whereas allt)tb'cr$^apeirath^r means of a Ifepara-^ 
tion. It is only by' improving thefe fourcesi of 
llicir remittances, that the colonies can ever 
|mrch*fe theirniceffaries fromBrifaln, ot hav^ 
TOofteyfor any other purpbfes, as will abun- 
dantly* appearfromtheir^condition and circum*- 
iftancca ; of whkh we(hall next give a 'brief . 
view, with th^ regulations lately made conceitf* 
ing them. ^ 

Thefe indeed are matters; which b^ve been 
debated with fUch heat and ftrife, as if it were 
^ between declared enemies, that few would care 
fo be ctificerned with' them, were it not from a 
greater-regard to the Welfat^ of their country, 
. . ' ► than 
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^han tbek own iotere0:i)r quiet There^re 
^ &>. mwf ^cjudicesr aniJ preconceived" <>^nK>of 
^^ccuu^sroing ^every tbin^ that relates to the cot 
loiuesy that no one can declare his opinioq 
about the(n> without being expo&d to their 
cep^LHe and UKwilL They feem nci to fear^h 
£bf the !;rutb, Jh^t /cer, a^umei^ts to JUipport 
their oyin pairtics, ?ad preconceived opinions, 
let ^heni t)^ iri|ht pf wrong. It is therefofe pi* 
poffihic; to fatisiy manjr^ even by the moA <x>nT 
vincidelproof^.. But as the affair^ 'of this .natlod 
\s\ Ngrth ^mencfl^ are^ in fuch, a utuation, that 
they arp Tikely to be ruined^ affer gU ^th^ xmr 
meoie ilims which, have been /Expended ijfpon 
them> it is to' be hoped, every one, will' lay 
afide their prejudices, and (hew lEh^mfelv^ 
open to convidion, in matters whIcK are of 
jQich confequence and importance tp thje whole 
nation|» For this purpofc they have pnly tp 
•conficler the prefent flate and circum|l^rices c^ 
ihe colonies, to be convinced of many rpiftaki^ 
which have been commijtted concerning theooj. 
This is the more ncceflary, as. the .ifegulatioi^s 
lately made concerning the colonies are fo far 
ftova improving the advantage of the b?ac^ 
for which they were intended, (hat tney. can 
only burden the nation Withari a^ditidnaf e^bendb 
hy that, and deprive her of virbat Ihe empye^ 
before the vyrar; ei|>a:ially. if we ^Oulq Jou^ 
4he benefit of our colonic^ oy them,^as We'a^ 
very likely. to do^ unjefsthefa r'egul^tio^^ 405 
'well ajiiended; for wlil^V 

^drawn up the follSWfn^ brief accoun(^6^ "^e)sg 
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- • of the Colonies.' ' : 

_ ■ ' , ■ » . ■. t • • ^ . 1 * » • • 1 • - 

rnr^ O fcjrai » Hght Juqgment concerning ttie 

" X / ftat« of the colonies, we ihoiild in 'the 

nm jilacc qqafider the produce of their AgrjcuU 

ture in enumerated commodities s whichj with 

all their, other, produdts^. fent to BrUain,\ ^xfi 

well known, tdih froni the accounts of the 

Cufloqi-Jlioufe, MerchantSj and Planters ; all 

whicli Hiive heen qarefuTly exatnined fbi: many 

^C^rs pa0;, and from thefe it appears, that the 

value of all their, enumerated comgaodities is 

l>u!t 767^000/. per antiums even the higheft 

crc^ptitation doea not,hring it to Soo^pobA, 

nieanine; in net proceeds to the planter^.. Their 

value has lOQCed always been computed at 

i^oowogo Z*.! till within thefe few years paft. 

"^iit every pne, ^vvho.is Acquainted with tl^e 

'^cotohiesi may lee, that theip enumerated com;- 

'iipdlties, ^^c^^t^^^^ of their produce^ 

/every |hiM; tl]^fj^m4k'? Indeed is fpr remittances 

'to\ik'ft(^m Im^^ purch^fe. their necef- 

im^li^^X^.^J their dc^^ts i\ vvhence we riiay 

%t ^y%i^^^ ^^f,^t^^ hon-ehumerated 

Cprorapdrtl^.^ipid iq^b^^ are not 

cqii(aJ^i9 y^litfs tt^^^ are 

feat to BnUin. &^^ the 4irft a#e 

'^ 7 coiKputcd 
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computed at 700^000 L a year at mod: ; and 1/ 
ykt were to enter into the partlculats/ do dM 
could well mtikc. them .amount tp that fum. 
Thus the produce of all the colonies in North 
America amounts at mod to 1,500,000 /.^^r 
annum^ abdve what they confume afhong 
themfelves ; and we (hall fee ^below, that it 
cannot well exceed 1,400,000 /. All that they 
import into Britain, both in enumerated com- 
modities, and what they purchafe with others, 
amounts at moft, by the rates at the Cuflom- 
houfc^ but to 1,066,491 /. per annum. 

By the Cuftom-hbufe accompts, from the 
year 17^6 to 1761 inclufive, the ftate of the 
trade between Great Britain and ISfartb Ame- 
rica, during thefe lix years of war, was as 
follows: * 

Annual Exports from Britain to £ n qac ixa 

North America oh an average ^* 2jP45t 44 

ImpprU Into -BriW« -^ 75^5338 


»••—*■ 


Balance due to Britain «« « 3>292,8o6 

By the fame accompts from 1762 to 1764, 
both included, fince the. peace, that trade is 
thus ilated : 

Exports from Britain on an average jf • i,022>4if 5 
Imports into Britain «.*«.. 1,066,4^1 

Balance due to Britain .. — ^554^ 

... ., 

In thefe nine yew5, tfifi^c the cpgim,en«e- 
ment of the war, froiajt756 to 17^4 inclufive, 

. iha 


\ 
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the foUpwiDJg IS fhc^ftate of the tvhoie on an 

• ImfoiH Uno BrMn . -^ ^57,056 

, B^anc^o Jue to i?nV<2//2 — 1,180,521 

J Total Exports in thcfc nine years £• 1^5330,199 

Total Imports — 7'>7i3>5o6 

—<*■»» ii I py t 

T^alfilftliaced«etoi9riW»ia97«arft .jQ|624»693 

No\^, as ^he colonies exported to thA V4lue 
of 18 rnillions, and owe five or fix millions to 
jSrttain\ they cannot have paid tiiore than 
13 millions in thefe nine Vears, which Is 
i y^^^ooo L per annumi ana as people who 
are fo much in debt, are obliged to piy their 
all, this muft be their annual Income, and 
agrees With the above account of their produce. 

— Now as their enumerated commodities 

aioountto ., — . £• . 7671000 

. The value of their iion*enumerated 

commodities muft be ^ 677,000 


abi^mth* -*■ 


Total 1,4^,000 

r 

But as the entries at the cuftom-houfe are 
Well known to exceed the real value of the ex- 
ports, .this income of the colonies cannot be (o 
much as thefe accounts make it, and cannot ex- 
ceed •'/ ,400,066 /. per 'dmtm. It is indeed im- 
poffible to bring fuch accounts to a certain pre- 
cifiorij but'fJbih^hT^-ftitfeof themrwe may be 
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well alTured, that the annual income of all tho 
North American colonies cannot exceed a mil- 
lion and a half a year^^ and it is probably not fo 
mvK:h. 

From thefe accounts it appears, that the an- 
nual balance of trade againft North America 
m favor of Britain has been for the laft nine 
years i^i 80,000 /.; but as that balance was 
greater in tho time of the war, it may be reck- 
oned now in time of peace about a million a 
year, fo long as they export to the value of two 
Ijaillions fr:pm Britain. In the laft nine years 
this balance has amounted to ten millions, 
which is certainly more than they could pay,. if 
we confider their income. This confirms the 
accounts of the merchants, who make the. co- 
lonies fo niuch indebted to theni. By thefe ac- 
counts this balance has accumulated to a debt 
of five millions; and as many accounts haye 
not been received, it is computed, that the 
-whole debt due to Britain in North America 
amounts at leaft to five miliioris and a half^ if . 
not fix millions, 

Befides this, they owe a . public debt of 
767,000 /, Thus their public and private debts 
amount to more than fix millions of rapncy ; 
the interefl of which alone, at five per cent.^ 
comes to 350,000/; but as many of them pay 
eight /?^r cent.^ according to the cuflom of the 
trade, the intereft of their debts may be reck- 
oned half a million a year; efpecially if we add 
ihc lofs they luflain in the exchange^by making 

remittances 
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ftmitt'dhces of money, which has of late been 
30 and ^6 per cent.; 2ind the io per cent, they 
pay on proteftfed hills, with 6 per cent, per an^ 
iiiim till the^ are difcharged. If we add this, 
to the balance of trade they owe to Britain^ 
the two amount to their whole income. 
' If we dedudl this intereft of their debts, lofs 
of exchange, and protefted bills, from their 
income above-mentioned, their net income is 
but 960,000/. a year 5 which is the whole of 
^hat all the colonies in North America have to 
purchafe their neceflaries from Britain. Thii- 
fom divided among three millions of people id 
but fix fhillings a head/^r annum.-^-'Even if we' 
dltow their income to be a million and a half z 
year, Mt is but ten {hillings a head. 
' Thus the colonies have to difchat^ge a debt of 
fi^ ot^ feven millions ; to pay an annual balance 
6f nigh one million ; and to maintain three miU 
Konsof people, out of an income of a million 
and a half a year at moft, which is certainly 
impradfcable. — »If their whole income were ta 
be appropriated to the payment of iheir debts 
alohej and they were to take nothing either 
from Britawy or the Weft Indies^ it would not 
difchai-ge their debts, with intereft, in five 
yeai'S.-^— It is commonly computed, that all 
their perfonal cftates are not worth above fix 
niiHions ; that they would hardly pay their debts, 
to Britain ; and that their current cafti v/ould 
not pay the interefl of their debts alone for half 
k yeih*--How then does it appear, ** they can 
♦ . • • O o 2 ** certainly 
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'^ certainly hear .mone, they, ougiit to Tsy. 
'f iviore f " as wc are Mid by the 4W^r of xfa^ 
late R^tUatipns conmcoing the csplonics. 

If we allow tb^e colopies to bav^ ten (hUluigs 
ajiead.^ anmm^to append ib Britain fit would 
j(K>t purcha£e a£xth pcg^tofthqr neqsfiarmi aod^ 
$fi llieb oet income is but fix ihillings a ba^ad, 
u ^tli 00^ purchafe a tenth part of them. To 
ffjpply tbcpi with neceilaries froD9 Britain^ not 
tpinWDti^aiQaiiyothef: acticlqi, wgmkl«quir6 
9f,.\^^vp^ pounds a head, as afqpqass^ front 
DR^y p^fLtip^lar eftim^es. At'tl;^s rale of ^3 h 
\ h^af^r (hr^ millipfia. of peppi^ .wouid * fprad 
i)j^ miil^a a year > but as^their iiMtofttr is^only 
Ik vm^ and a half, (hc.di&rencq of ferefi 
millions and a half nwft be looJccxl upcm as.« 
i)a|ippal lois V whi^h we aot only tncreaft, \bdf 
render irreparable^ by taxes, dutica». cqnfinew 
qiept of tl^eir fettlen)pnis^ &c« all which oblige 
t^cfp to fupply theaQfdLves. By theie proceed*^ 
ipgs we deprive the nation of fuch advadtages» 
which might be reaped from the ooboies,. for 
l\\t fal(p^ or rather the impracticable attraopt^ 
of raiiing roo^ooc/., lo ni^n%^^xk Canada aikd^ 
Florida. 

This bad (late of the colonies is owing to 
three caufes s the firO: and chief is the wear^ig 
out of their land6> and great increafe of the pecH 
pie, who confumq twice or thrice as mudi a9 
th§y ufed to do^ while thc^r lands do nOt pro« 
diice half as much, although thatis the (buiJC* 
of their whole fupport* They no w .likowaff 

require^ 
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require, far theh^ own conibinptbny moft of the 
articles imported by their trade, which they 
ufed formerly to felli and to make money by 
Xhctn, particularly Sugar. Noivas diefe caufes 
are daily growing more prevalent) we may fee 
the neceffity of extending their fettlen^nts, and 
improving their old plantations; without which 
this ftate of the colonies is never likely to be re* 
medied^ but mufi daily grow worfe* 

Theiii expences in the war have likewife imrol- 
Hsd theqi iio great part of this debt, ^ It appears 
frpm the certificate of the commander in cht^f, 
that,he:had 2o>qoo provincial troops under his 
commandy befides what they had in x>ther fer-* 
vices s to pay thefetroops, they railed abomfix 
millions, and owe that fum to Britain. Hence 
they feem to have run in debt to Britain for all 
^ir expe^ces in the war, and if they were to 
raifis any xporenaooey, it could only be by the 
£aae meanai or by diminifhing their exports 
fro^i Britain; 

* la .thefe circumftances it is impoflible, that 
th^ ihoiild have any money. The balance of 
trnde they owe to Britain^ would in one year 
drain them of all the money they have, were it 
fiye tinies more than it is.— They have no way 
tQigrti»oqey but by a trade to the fVefi Indies, 
the balance of which is againil them, fo that it 
is impoffible to make money by it. By that trade 
they rather lofe than gain.-— Hence in all thefe co- 
lofUies you hardly meet with any thing but paper 
for money. This paper occafions a trade and cir- 
culation, it is true, but as the balance of that trade 

is 
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IS fo much againft them, it drains themi (ff 
their current cafli, and leaves nothing but paper* 
behind. Thus their trade and paper cufr^nc/ 
drain therti of that mx)ney, which their agri- 
culture brings in. And when their cafli is 
gone, fo that they have none to exchange their 
paper, it is no longer of any value, if it be not 
for an internal commerce among themfelvesj 
this ruins their credit in Britain, and puts thcni 
upon manufaftures. It is therefore more pre- 
judicial to the nation at home, than to the co-^ 
lonies, to drain them entirely of money, and 
to leave them no medium of trade with Britain. 
That only obliges them to make their own ne- 
Ceffaries, inftead of purchafing them hercj 
and let any one judge, which is the greateft 
gainer by that alternative. 

They who imagine, that the colonfes canf 
have money^ feem not to know wh^t* they 
are, or ftiould be. It is expefted, they (hould 
purchafe all their manufaftures from Brttai.^ 
which alone is impoffible. If they were ta 
purchafe one half of them, they could ncvei* 
have any money. The raw and un wrought 
materials; by which they {hould pu±hafe their 
manufaftures, if they could maketbemj are of 
fo much lefs value, that the one will never pay 
for the other. There are no people in the world 
who purchafe all their manufadures ; or if they 
were to do it, they could never have money. 
The mere and unmanufadured produce of lands 
will never purchafe manufafturcs. Suppofe- we 

were 
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svere to make no manufadlures in Britain^ 
Jiow (hould we be fupplied with them ? It is 
by manufaftures, that this nation gains its 
^eahh ; apd if you would have the colonies to 
get pioney, or pay taxes, they muft do the 
^ame, and not only fupply tjiemfelves, but vend 
their manufa<£lurcs, in order to raife that mo- 
ney ; which thefe proceedings will foori drive 
them to. Thus the very thought of raifing 
money in the colonies, is contrary to the firft 
principles of colonization, and to the intcreftof 
pritain in them. It muft infallibly make 
them hpr rivals both in trade and manufac- 
tures. 

But if this is the cafe of the moft fruitful 
countries, what can we ever expedl from North 
America! or from thfe produce of the poor 
and mean lands there, the greateft part of 
which will hardly yield the bare neceflaries of 
life ! What could any one ever expe<a: from a 
little Tobacco, Rice, Pitch and Tar, or Fifli, 
the chief produ<5ts of North America, or any 
thing elfe it produces, to maintain two or three 
millions of people, and to raife money ! They 
who could expeft this, muft be totally unac- 
quainted with the value of thefe commodities^ 
If the colonies'could purchafe half their necef- 
fariesfrom Briic:n, it would be a very confiderablp 
income, and worth four or five millions a year 
to Britain ; but on the lands they now poflefs, 
if they are confined to them, they will never bp 
|ble to purchafe a fourth, if a tenth part of the 

nccef- 
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neccflarics they want. There arc but fvfrty ways 
for any people to fubfiff,' tb wKj hj^&tpfo'-^ 
duce of lands, or of labibur ^ tfiat k, by'i^ictil- 
turc, or manufaAures • and if threy cati'tti^e 
nothing by^the firil, tfcey muft neceflkflly 4p- 
p}y to the other, whicli . is the pfefcnt ftftte ' of 
the colonies. They now 'c6niuna^ thfe dHlcf 
part of what their lands produce, dnd ha^e ho 
way to get manufaftures but by rtiaking thecn,;^ 
— ^To thefe two refouf CCS many wii! Md traide';"' 
but that can only be carried Ori ih tbej)Vodiifcd 
of lands, or manufadures ; without Wmch jfdtf/ 
iofe by trade, as the colorites do;^ WKibh'wlt^ 
foon oblige them to trade id their 6Wn Mantf- ' 
fafturcs, if they depend' oti that,';jiTaft)fe'id'^6f'' 

agriculture. / ; f . ' ' . "" '^ \ 

The plenty which many percei^e'^ i/i' tfiV' 
colpnies proceeds from ^theri'lahdi" aii^ Irbt^i 
from wealth; they ate only rich ih'flcifc^^ 
herds, like the Patriarchs of ol^^^ftdhdli'm, 
money. If any may ilh'ev^ 4 greater* iSgti 'of j^ 
opulence, it all proceeds fronl *t!He labour of'- 
flaves 5 who are fo chargeable, that the/ rathiir ' 
give their owners credit than weifib, liff thtV 
arc no longer able to pay their debts, Whtifhf K ' 
their prefent condition. Hence they ti^hjfi ; ^ 
to the colonies, and fee figns of opulence.' 1^' ' 
them, as they imagine, only deceive Ibeiii'- 
Yelves, and impofe upon the Whble natibA» 
when they pretend to be mighty well acquaint- 
ed with them. 

Upon 
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tJpon all thefe accounts, it mud: appear to 
be abfolutely impradlicable ever to raife a re- 
venue in the colonics, in fierling cajh^ in which 
they were tojjavc paid their taxes. They pay. 
their own taxes either in ftaple commodities, 
or thpir paper currency 3 and no one can expedt 
to get money, where there is none. If tney 
may have a little current cafh, it is not pro* 
perly theirs, but belongs to the Merchants of 
Britain,. to whom it is due. This is a (lock 
of the nation in trade, left there by the Mer- 
chants, in. order to improve it ; and to apply 
th^t to apy pthct purpofe, is like a Merchant 
ivho lives upon his. capital, inftead of improv- 
ing it by trade ; which foon brings them both 
to an end. But if Britain thus ruins her trade, 
in ocdex, to. maintain ^^«^/»^ 4^ in time of 
peace, tliis niuft bepome a very different nation 
from, what it ever has been, or ceafe to be one. 

The, advantages of the Norib American trade, 
ieem not tp be . confidered in a public light 5 
their xoipniodities are of fo fmall value, that 
they are very unprofitable either to make, or to 
trade ^ in them, but they are on that account 
roore^ profitable to the publics if they are vile 
gnd^ cheap, it is bcqaufe they are.grofs ar^d 
fculky, by which they are fources of navigation, 
and jTupport the maritime power .of the nation. 
If sp)4 calculate the freight, conimiflion, ar\d 
charg^Sjj .^pp . tb? produas oi North America^ 
they amount to half their value ; which is all 
gain to Britain^ but is fo much deducted from 

P p the 
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Ihc income of the cdlonics. l^rom i {ttrHtulaf 
account of the whole tfade of North AM- 
rica^ top long to be here infettetf, ft 
ippcars, that the grofs proceeds, indudihg 
freight tintl till charges, ftiiiOdnt in value, to 
Britain^ to three millions a year, whdn liht? net 
proceeds to the Planters do flbt excedi z ttsk- 
lion ahd an half :* And as thefe charges arc all 
|)?aid by the Planters, out. oi the fim pjrddbcfe 
t)f tljctr cdminodities, this nation certain!]^ docs 
not enjoy any trade lb profitable as this^--^* If 

* we examine into the circumftancftsr 6f*the'iti- 
^ habitants pf our plantations, and our dWd,^ 
fays a very good judge *j * h Will appedi-, that 

* not one founh part of. their prddtia rcfdouiids 
. * to their own profit/". • '- 

Thus the colonies. Which jpft)flttdr'^ffiii)fc 
<joaimoditics for Britatn^ 'vUtt i inUtfh j^eater 
advantage to the naiion thati ifettiis tft^ro appre- 
hended. They pay, one With iftothe^,' ofie 
half of all that they make, fdr traiflpottiiig and 
Whding the reft, which' is all tttpefatded m 
hntmn.. By that mearii you' gtt^thtSf^iai, 
and canttot poiSibly have any more. Nerther 
cin it btefetpeded, that ^ny peo^jtecarfei^cfljc 
worth niobey in fuch a fitdatibn. Wttcf they to 
have thc! profits only of tranfpbrthi^ irtxcrvtftd- 
jhg their bwft prodads, their intAtfife'Sk^uW be 
double of what it is 5 but as thefe^ari jiow aH 
reaped by Briiaitiy it is to rbb the^tfttioh tMf its 
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bed itKome, to deprive it of this. This is the 
advantage of the colonies, and the tax which 
they pay lor (heur protedlioR; which miift 
jlppear to t>e a veiy corifiderable one, as k 
afnounts |:o one half ot al} that they nfiake ; and is 
njiuch more advantageou.s to the nation than a 
petty ^'evenue^ which they cannot pdflibly have 
money to pay^ as that ali' centers in Britain. 

Befides fois dejdudtioh on their produds, 
apd the heavy duties upon them^ the colcftijes 
p^y all the faxes oi" Britain oh every thing they 
foofume s as it is well knoWn, all taxes faU on 
lijic cpnfumers, whoever tpay fii*ft pay them. 
ifNl^oWf.as thejfe taxes on "Britijh goods ainount at 
Jipfift t9 ^ojor 60 peir cfnf.jZnd the colonies pay 
ftich a gr^at part of what they purchafe thenfi 
with, is not this xriuch n^oire advantageous to> 
rfje;naJtipia than a petty revenue ? Were they* 
tj% pay ipp,poo/. in taxes, they muft fupjdy 
ll^ppfelve^ With n)anufad:dres to that value f 
. ^i^ would ,eftabli(h manufadures among them; 
^/;^ej)^bUc would lofe the taxes and dudes on 
^ J;h5% gp<^s J. the Merchants thdir profits, and 
•^nation ijie benefit of the tradeand navigation ; 
If^^b loides would amount to twice or thrice 
.jaf-^^i^uch as the tax. And thi^ lofs would fall 
, ;X):^h heavier on the landedMhtereft than the 
;^in^cantHe; the "profits pf the Merchants in 
.. the trade Jo North America are but fmall : 
.thpy are reckoned not to exceed 10 per cent,^ 
but allowing them to be 25 per cent,^ the other 
7j is expended on the manufadturcs of the 

P p a kingdom^ 
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kingdom, and cfatef}y fuch as are made of 
Britip materials, which arc all gain to the 
land^owncrs. . Let tiot the landed Gentlcmeb, 
therefore, expert to relieve the burdens on their 
eftates, by taxes on the colonies; that is a 
certain way to entail their taxes on them and 
their pofterity for ever, and to render them 
unable to bear the burden. They muft then 
pay their taxes themfelves, inflead of having 
them paid by the colonies, who tonfumc the 
produce of their lands, and employ their tradcf- 
men who are maintained on the land, 

But the greateft lofs that the nation xvpiild 
fgftaih by taxes on the colonies, feeiAs liot to 
be perceived, nor underftood. If we Would 
have them to depend on Brifaint they tfiufl; 
improve their lands_ in ftaple commodities that 
are wanted in, Britain, which cannot be donq 
without money; improvement]^ on laiid re- 
quire timcf and expencc to be brought to per- 
feftion, which their needy circumftances will 
hardly admit of: they ^re and always have 
been fo poor, that they cannot afford to make 
thefe improvements, but inftead of them arc 
obliged to fupply themfelves with the neccflarie? 
of which they are in immediate want; where- 
fore, the taking of money from the colonies is to 
dfcpriVethc nation of all future hopes of receiving 
any behefit from them, and to oblige them to 
fupply themfelves independent ofBrttairiy whe^ 
ther they will pr not. They Hkewife c<i'm- 
,p}ain, that by fending their produifis to JBr^- 
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fginf ;their property is in the hands of others ; 
ibod if the reft of their property is liable to be 
t^keo from them^ it will make them more averfe 
tb have any dealings in Britamt or to improve 
their lands for her benefit ^ and will put them 
upon fupplying themfelves, as the very at* 
tempt, with their neceilitoua circumftances, 
have already done. ^ We would therefore 
^ humbly recommend it to fuch gentlemen as 
^ are guardians of the trade of the nation,' fays 
Mf» G^^^ above^ ^ that our own intereflis not 
< miflaken for that of the planters/ Inftead of 
taking money from them, he, who was a very 
^bod )wige, thinks it necefTary to lend them 
'^on^y^ to improve their plantations for the 
.1)Qne^t of Britain: ^* The bufincfsis, fays he, 
^^ Co regulate all thofe undertakings, and to 
y feiKi proper perfons to direft them, and mo- 
M ney. to fupport them, which I think needs 
If not be a great deal f however, what is ex- 
^ 'peoded on this occafion would be only a 
^^ little raifcd by the nation, which would, I 
ff believe> in a ^rt time be abundantly re^ 
^f pftidi and be the bcft harvefl that ever the 
^* jdation reaped; and I hope all thoie good 
** things will be effected by our prefent moft 
'*; gracious King. and his Parliament *." With- 
out fud> improvements on their lands, which it 
was our chief deiign to point out, it will be 
impoffible for them to purcbafe a teath part of 
their manufa(a:ure3 from Britain. 

* (?fl? on Trade, p. 211. 

From 
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f , From all theie cotufickratiom it fiuift appear, 
tbgtt the raifingvof uooijey irt N^rfb [America is 
abfoluti^y iinpnu2icable,;a$ they neither h^ve 
Bor i?iin have any $ which bas^ tnoreipvfry beca 
QOdHfirfiiad by iuch uQdeoigble.evide.OQie» that k 
can adlnfiit of no dojLibt. It xiauft lilKwife ja^ 
|wsar> chat the' taking of jnpei^x ffQfO the gq« 
lonies there wouid hk a9 prejudiigial 1:0 |iie in«< 
teireft o£ Brit amp as it is impraSticahle/ Wefe 
tbey voiuhtarlly to imd, mosuey to Britain, (he 
oi^(>t ^o reprknandr thecQ jEbr it^ if ihe CQO^Itodl 
h^ own intereft, aad make diem lay it out; 
Upon the improviog of their lands ^ her bene- 
fit} which'would not only turn to teq ti^s qiore 
^co\uit> but is abfplately neceffary to greiTerv^ 
their coanediorii correfpondence aftd dependr 
cnce on Britain. This niuft certainly aj^ar 
to all > who will be at the pains ^o confider the 
tondiiion and circumflances of th^ ^olcHijes^ 
if not withia themfelvc^, at leaft with r^rd 
to the intereft of Gr^Mt Britain iii .th^« gut 
ih atl the accoimts saiid debates ^RrejbaiK^ liad on 
this fabjed) nunierousr and'£in^nje dS <they 
kaye been, we have never once liad tl^e Jkaft 
account of their c(»ddtioii, and ciroxiiiftaapeSy 
on which die whofemeriis of the caiife;dcpend% 
Before wc lay taxes oii any people, it woidd ap* 
pear to be leafoQaJDle^* that We i}>c^l4 know 
their circumfiancGB aod ^abiitiea la pay jth eo) .; 
and before we make any regtdttioM m trade, « 
is as proper, diat we (hbuld know the ftate of 
that trade y neither of, which feem to have 

been 
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^^'laHiwn.cx con6dcr$d *; It is pnly taken 
fpt^r^rnted ♦ •* of their abjHty tbcr^ neither was 
nor isVny rejftfoQ to doubt -^ ;'* but how juf^ 
that St> 'wHl itppcar Jfrom the foregoing account 
cf'thdr, farc»roAa»ce8i ^hich may be eafily 
pe<ceji«ed hf .any oob, by looking into the 
Ciiftom^hpuie accgmpi?. ' If they might bf 
aNe: jto pay ,a: little Tobacco, Rice, Pitch and 
TaXjOr.Fifli, ;ind m^^c their own cloathingfor 
tbteii inftead of purchaiing it from Britain 
with jthefe commoditie?, it is certain, they are 
j^t ahto to. r^ufe Jierling cajh ^/ 5 s, 6 d. per 
muc^^. m which they were to hafrfrpaid thek 
*a3ws. It 15 iiQt ia the nature of thjng$, ,^at 
thdccoUxnifes or any people on earth fhould be 
;Worth ,)f«JM\€y^. where tbey'm»ke fo ,liitle by 
^eir jjgricuUure ; while they have no manor 
fadlures^ and the balance of trade againft them 

• 

* All tliaf we have, met with on tfis fiibjeft 18, «^ the 
'coJohics in MrfS Jfkeri^a, liCftr ttte toillmm of Britijb 
ftibjefts, an ^idmu ^anv^mrchli thriving piop\t^ atid who 
have bcert enabled by the pa^onagc of rtieir motker-coun- 
^ try to extend their trade and their cultiyatioiif bvertfcat;^- 
mecmtinenfj irup()orted by her lirealth, prdtefted by her 
power, ahd brcffcd withb^ faws, &c;** ' Regtrlatiom if 
the uhrnn^ p. <^7,— To which is idded'in the Cbnfiderathni' 
^n ifc tradi and finances of' this kingdom^ *' their (eas are 
from all thefe caufes thronged with {hip», and'thfctr rivers, 
floating %ith commerce :** But ih all Ais we canfecntt- 
thing bat'tt/9ir^ far things'); which h djrtaihly a v^ry hh- 
proper wiry to regulate fuch important concerns^ on which 
fo many millions have been expended, and to determihe the 
future niin or prosperity of the whole nation- Nti ^tofe' would 
care to fee t|lefe determined by a — f^px ^ pr/tterea n^:* 

f The conduct of the lateminiftry examined, p. 12. 

7 is 
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is fo great. Thcfe are the only foUtteftit^ 
of wealth or fubfiftcnte, of which they havd 
neither, that turns to 'any account; - 

But we are told, <* they do not plead po-*. 
verty, but privilege % •/' what their flea was, 
we know not, fincc we have neither feen thcit^ 
remonftranCes againft the ftamp-i^adt, before it 
pafftfd, nor their petitions again ft it, after it was 
paffed 5 but this we know for certain, and ft 
may be feen by many letters from the colonies, 
that their great objedfcion againft internal taxes 
was, the being taxed by thofe who were trnac* 
quainted with their condition and circomftan* 
ces, and the proper ways of Icvymg fuch 
taxes among them, or the confequences '^f 
them*} but as this was not regarded, it pat 
them upon making the plea of privilege. Be-, 

J Id. ibid. p. 124. ,. . ., 

♦ From this we may (cc the cfifFerciicc between i|;Uern^ 
and external .taxes, which many fay they cannot compre*, 
bend. Every one may know the external trade of a coun* 
try^ and the Confequences of laying duties upon it» when 
they may be totally unacquainted with the inteiiial circum^ 
fiances and ftate of the country. Thus every ppe knows» 
that the colonies trade in Rum, Sugar and Molafles i but 
no one feems to know what they make by them, or that 
they lofe money by them, and muti therefore be unable 10 
pay any on fuch a loling trade. — By duties on ao external 
trade you raife the price of^goodis, whkh.peopIiK ^re not 
obliged (o buy, if they cannot afford it,, or do not like the 
ipricei* which is certainly very different from obligiog tbeai 
to ^ jfifrS^l cafii^ by intfsroal taxei, .when.thfy baije 
none*-. 
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fifle^,thi%v i*J? wclUqxwPB^ their, conftwt pica 
"^AhX ^^'^i pwppfed., Uxijs. and ^egulationa 
would be highly 4^t|4Q^^tal to th^.inter^of 
thekaioth^, country: and if they had made 
ndith^ of tbtfc.{>leas^ they .who vrem co»* 
6qri»d for the-intereft of the nation, cither at 
hprae or, abrpad, (houjd hdve made both for 
th^j^n-j r^rfeich: wpuid ccrtainiy have been nf^uch 
iDoce.. expedient and prudent^ .than to have 
forced <heqr to make the plea thdy did, |inc€^ 
no other, would be bedrd, . \ 

, 3^^ ^ ?V,^rged> * the wl>oIe fum expeSied.t^; 

* berr^r^h^f theftamp'-dnty was ioq,qqqA ^ 

* year;. t|ie. repartition, of this Upon 1,509,000, 

* peppfe,, atwhiphthe lQweft.cqmpui;atfpn c^i- 

* £t\at?s thjt. prefeat inihabitaoft^ of that country i 

* wbuld qot draw from each perfon more than 

* half the valud of a ddys lato^ in America^* 
This price of labor in North America is made 
by every one a certain mark, they imagine, of 
the opulent atcumftances of the people; but 
this appears to be ;as little upderftood, as every 
thing elfe .relating tp^ the colonies, and is not. a 
tenth pbrt-of vrhat this author and all others 
feena to' imagine *.* 

f Id» ibid, p< 1^3^ 
* We are <o\dH by the . Auth6rt<df/ifc Rtjulatt^m^ p, 6 1 , 
«« they can earn three ^IbttKn^iyift^ ftx-pence. per dum bf 
♦* their Agi icultt^e ;" top wh^by mdibiiig Tobaeeo-at % peftft/« 
a pound, or Corn.a&t9f|9i«0rithr<deibillmg^ a bfifluH' and' 
that in a foil and climate which are unfit to produce either-; 
by whichj it is certain, they do net earn a» many pence a 
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But if th«tr drcunaftances ar« bad, it is ai- 
led ged, ' England has even fornifiiedi them . 

* with 

day^ There are 600,000 labourers in Ndrth Amerda^ wba 
iD^kc by ajl their employments 1,500,000 /. a yjc^r, Wit^ic^ 
i^ but 50J. a bead per annum^ and not two-pen^e a^day. la 
the Tobacco colonies they maJce more by their Agriculture 
than in any others^ aad although they are or have been 
a)L employed in it, yet 8oo>ooo pcppk make but aboiifc 
3pp,000 A A year by their Tobacco, wbijch is but ys. 6d* a 
htaid^per annum} and not above lO or 12 x., includingall the 
other branches of their Agriculture. ThelabourerSy who>re 
about a i^fth or fixth part, make about ^0S'. a head /t^^MnNvm, 
or 3 /. at nivft* which is but twprp^pc^ ^ day j i^itfi that 
appears. to. b^ the value of labour on plantalUpos in J)fyrtb 
America, 

Irhey who eftimate the price of labour in tbecoloiiies^ by 
the day» do not know what tbdr labour is, arid much.lefi 
the value of it., Thece is no fuch thii|gas day-la^urjsra.oit 
plantations, and it is inconfiftent with the defign,d£tbein» 
iq admit of any. Day-labourers are only to be found in 
populous and well-improved countries, where they have a 
variety of employments which. afford them a daily fiibfift;^ 
ence ; but as nothing will dp that W)t)|out maoufaAuf e^i 
they who would efiimate ^he price of labour in the colonief, 
by the day, mud of courfeadmit of manqfa^lures. But on 
})lantations every one is employed by the year, in order te 
inake a Crop^ which lads for a tyirelveoiontb*. No^^^ th9 
wages of fuch labourers are four or five pounds a year for 
inen, and forty (billings for women, who are tKe chief 
flianufadlureis ; this brings the price of labour at a meditim 
to 3^. a year, which is but two-pence a day, for evtry day 
in the year* 

. The dearnefs of dayrlabour in the colonies pfoceeds fi'om 
two caufes ; iirft, the laboyurers who ate thus employed 
by the year, in order to make a crop of ftaple GOfnmodiues 
for Britainy and their provifion^with it, may lofe <beir 
whole crop by negledjog itfor 4I few' days, . and caeobt 
fpare a day^s work without lifting ten times ds mi|cb>asit is 

worthy 
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^ with rcfourccs to .raifc the retchuc (he has 
* required ; the bounties given to them on m/o 
^ cH: three articles alone would enable them to 

* fupport 

'worth, and perhaps their virhole year's fubiiileAce ; which 1s 
/the true canfe of the dearnefs of day-]abor in the plantations. 

Secondly, if there arc any common labourers to be found, 
who tfre not engaged by the year, as there fcldom are, they 
^atincrt %v\i employment for above a few days in a month 
perhaps ; and for that reafdn, they muft have as much for 
two or three days work, as will maimain them far as many 
Greeks; hot at the year's end they have not perhaps earned 
tWCHpence a day, for all the wages they may get, which fs 
igeiferaUy a fbilling a day, meaning always JferliHg cajh. 
Thiiifhe day -labourers of the colonies, if there are any, 
are only the vagrants, and not the labourers, of the country; 
wlKyftroll from place t6 place without houfeor home, are 
<:loa!!hed in i-ags, and have not bare neceflaries, notwith- 
ihifAKng the flippofed high price of their labour. 

About popciloiis towns the cafe is very different, and 
^labburtlioch^dearer ; they do not there make the neccffarres 
*iOf Rfe, which enhances the pricfe of labour ; they have like- 
wife a variety of employments, and a demand for labourers, 
wiio are employed on plantations in the country, and by 
tkftt fiteam are fcarce and dear. Thus we are not to efti- 
'fliate the price of labour from a few towns, as Bofton^ Ntw^ 
Tirif or Philadelphia^ which we only hear of in Britain. 
Tbcfe are not plantations, but trading or inanufaAuring 
fbWfis, tifhkh Jhall not be inhabited without Trade/men and 
Anifictny fays the wife man ; whofe labour is flill dearer, 
4^«aflr Aftifts are fcarce, and have not conflalnt employ- 
tnient, and (b much the better for Britain. 

It is for thefe and the like reafons, that the common opi- 
'fiions recerred and propagated in Britain^ concerning the 
cronies, are no more than fo many vulgar errors, of which 
we have ttWQ. that might make a volume; and particularly 
With regard to the foil, climate, agriculture, ftaple commo- 
dttiesf^ theif ttade, labour, and mafvufa£):ures, the great coa« 
CMna of the mitioii* By thefe means moft people here feem 
not to know their own intereft in the coloniesi and miflak^ 

QLq 2 th« 
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* ftipport the new impofitipns */ which iafsf 
cfVimated at a million a year ^ ! The boun- 
ties here meant* are thofc upon Hemp, Fiax'i 

and 

the one for the otTier.* But they muft certainly have good 
reafon to befatisfied, that all the regulations, here mcntionr 
ed, a«e dirc<Slly contrary to the intereft of ^r\iain\ and 
that the colonies arid all others have fhewn afincere zeal for 
the welfare of this nation in oppofing them, if they have 
been expofed to blame and cenfure for their pain$. 

Among other things it is alledged, that the colonies can? 
not make manufadiures, on account of the dearnefs of 
labour ; when two-thirds or thyee-fourths of the people are 
clothed with manufa£lures of their own making ; which 
aire fo far from being dear, that they coft little or nothing, 
but induftry, as we know by experience. They make 
them for their own ufe, and as thefe are fo much better than 
larhat are made for fale, it is an inducement for every one 
aloioft to make them, as we have found with niany otfaefs 
by experience. And if labour is now dear, tnanufadafes 
will make it cheap, by affording conflant and daily em- 
ployment for labourers ; and fupplying them with clothing 
at a cheaper rate than they can have it from Britain^ which 
. now cpoies dear to the poor in America^ by paffing through 
fo many hands before the confumers get it, and thereby 
enhances the price of their labour, 

. But Oy the authors of our regulations concerning the 
colonies* they fliall not eftablilh public manufa^ioriey for 
fale; which we were at firft apt to believe would be con- 
trary to the intereft of Britain, and for that reafon it is pro- 
pofed to lay an account of fiich manufactures befbre the 
public ; but upoiV confideripg thefe things more carefully, 
we have the misfortune to differ from many about them, 
when we intend the fame thing. A few people employed 
in manufafiuresy would m^ke as many as they all do, and 
fhe reft might be employed \n cultivating their lands for 
Britain ; but fo long as the planters and others are all con- 
cerned in making their own manufadures, they not only 

fupply 

I f ■ ■ ' » ■ n 

* Id. ihid. •\ Cpniiderations, p. 70. 
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nod Timber, which were the great arguments 
Ion palliating the late regulations and taxcs^ but 
they have proved as ineffeftuaL as all. others. 

fupply themfelves, but cut o(F all fupplics from the nation 
at. home } which is the ^reat caufe of the few returns they 
make, and Qonfequently increaifes their manufadlures* 

There appears to be no way to prevent this ftate, into which 
the colonies. have and muft fall, but by a number and va- 
riety of enaployments in planting, or making of (laple 
c;ommoditie3 for Britain, in order to purchafe their necefla- 
>-ies from hence, as is above propofcd ; that would reduce 
the. wages of common or day-labourers for fuch employ- 
ments, inftead of manufaflures, which they will otherwife 
make much cheaper than We can in Britain^ The price 
^f labor is always in proportion to the neceflaries df life, 
^ which tbeir plenty of land renders cheap, and confequently 
labor; but here, where lands are fo fcarce, and the necef- 
iiaries of life fo dear, both labor and manufactures are much 
deac/er than in the colonies, when they are once acquainted 
with the way of making them. It is for this reafon, that 
we h^ve been at this pains to compare the agriculture, la*^ 
bor and manufa£liues of both, as all the great and import- 
ant concerns of the nation depend on thefe refources. 

For thefe reafons we may be aiTured, that the colonies 
m\^ have m^nufa6tures, and a trade in them, when they 
grow populous, unlefs that is prevented by the means 
'fibove propofed. It is indeed here intinuated, that the 
- number of people in them is but 1,500,000; but we would 
not have any one be pbfitive about that ; the exa£t num- 
ber of people in any country is indeed uncertain, but 
< we may be well afTured, it is much greater in the colonies, 
than the computations make ir, for the reafons above 
.given:* and as foon as they eftablifh mailufaAures, and 
have that refource of fubfifting, with their agriculture, 
- they will increafe fader than they have hitherto done ; fo 
that for this reafon, as well as others, we ought to conftder 
. in time, how they are to fubfift by a dependence on Bri- 
t0in» , . 

cJ7?>^ Tlttibcr 

\ OXFORD 
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Timber wiH not bear the charge of tnrn(portott' 
tlon from North Amerka^ and it is tiot iii^\ms^>f 
Mrhetber they could get it at the f^ice «k mu A: 
fell for thqre, to allow any profits OQ bringing; 
\\ to Britain ; and if they ittake Hemp <jr rtocv 
it is only a little, for their own tnantifafturc$, 
v^hlch will not f^rni{h them with JUrUng 'Cpjh 
to pay taxes ; unlefs they rend than maoofiu^ 
tures, •whith fuch an iaipoCtion mtilft bavfc 
forced them to do ** It muilt indeed bfe 

^ This argument is dill farther urgedy in tbt CmnfidiraT 
tims &n the Tradt ef this Kmgdcm^ p, 75, as aTefoitrce for 
■mflibling the colonies * to pay <^rr debt to this coanltrjr $ 

* hot. the n^w dmies are rcfxcrfented as depmiftg them of ^ 

* /die meanaof dHcharging k : tMscdmplaiat srould bf juft' 
(as It certainly is) * if a revenue had been exa£V^ from Uietti ,. 

^ wJtfaoat furnifting them ifV(h reiborces fdr ranting it } but ' 
^ the peace, and the meajiirm taken finu far hiifrmng ^ 

< a(ha/a4ig4s tfit^ "bave don«) muel) mckres for it would te 

* rating the cefSons made by Frana very low iodead, if 

< they were not altogether rated to the Ameri^avs alone, at . 
« a fum mach larger than the remenue expe£kd from them/ 
But they teU us. in the- colonies ttanniielues; where they 
ihould know beft, ^ our trade upon ihe whole ii^s ipot been 
« benefited by our acqui£tions one groat/ Qtis* Mights Mf 
the Britijb cslmies, p. 64. On the contrary, thefe acquift- 
tions mttft hiterfare with ^e colonies, and tieprive tbeiq 
of tbofe xefources, which it is alledged thty will give. 

As for the meafures taken for improving the 4dvamtJf^ 
of the peace, they are f6 far from that, that they have de^ 
piived the whole nation of the advantaged, which might 
otberwtfe be reaped from it* We can expeft no adviintag^s 
from the peace, but by cultivating the terriiortes bf the Olna 
and MtJJtftppi^ . from which we are excluded by thefe meai-r 
furess the worft part of them all, which feems^ not to be 
known, nor underftood ^ and which for that reafon we 
have been at fuch paina likewife to explain. 

ownedi^ 
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owned, that the graotmg of this bounty was a 
v^trf juft acid' commendable meafure, ,and in-* 
tended for the benefit of the nation, as we be« 
Ueve alS the reft were thought to be ; but tho 
Busfoclune is, this with all the others are more 
Ukely^ to prove a lofs and detriment, than any 
ben^t either to Great Britain, or the colonies. 
The bounty i« a lofs to Britain^ as we have 
£hewsD, and only raifes the price of 'Hemp and 
Fla:^ on them s which although it may be 
^ught fome advantage to Britain in the other 
colonies, yet in New-England it is a diiadvan-- 
t^i-; It obilruds their trade and fiHiery^ the 
only foorccs of their remittances, which they 
^ilrnfcvfer to!»ke in Hemp or Flax'; they want 
t^efc for ^fi^fli^jng tackle, fail-cloth' and cord$ge» 
iM>d 2X^j obd^gciato buy great quantities for thefe 
ufdS) which are for the fervice of Britain. Un- 
lefs they do this, they muft manufacture their 
Hepnp apd Flax* 

Thefe;miftak£8 in the true intereft oi Britain 
proceed fpom the w'atit of due knowledge of 
th^ foil and climate of North America^^ and the 
ilate of agriculture in it, on which the whole 
mtereft of the nation in the colonies depends • 
and which we have for that reafon been at this 
pains to explain, however imperfcdlly that 
cauld be done in fuch a general view of all 
tbcfe fundamental concerns of the nation. It 
Is for want of a due knowledge of thefe, that 
fo . many .errors and . miil^es are committed^ 
and fo many difcording opinions are daily pro^ 
pagated, that nothing, however untrue, can be 
2 advanced 
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advanciid c<wiqCTnir(gjthe,6oJonies, butjtisdtfi 
fended .tbrpugh igpQraajce^. which k tW cloak 
ofallthefe regulations.' It is Tor ' tliis reaftni 
that no one feems to know either the flate and 
drconaftancffs.pf the; colpnies^ or what refources 
s^rc, or may be, proper* te cwruit-theif arcuqi^ 
fiances ; bu!t on the contra^Tyy t»ke their, lofles. 
to be refources, and the very obftades tt> the 
true ifitereft of the whole nation, both at home 
and abroad, to be: the means of . promoting at 9 
of which we have the mod flagrtot inftancea 
in tb^e late. regulations *• ' ' : 

I ; . .Befidea 
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■ * Of this there ^ire fe nMi)f in(fanc6f> diatttc^irelato 
them all, would make a voluttte. • We need only refer to 
^ colleftion of thefe erroneous opinions^ \n thireguktioni 
lately made ca-ncerniftg tht ct>lmiei%'V9ki\dn we haive exMiified 
with the greateft care, and can rafe)y^fft3f:,/w.4»h#rd]7 find 
one fad of any confequence in the whole tbali iK triie, nor 
a (;ngle argument that is jufiand conclufii^*- For this 
rearon thefe regulations noTooner appeared, than they wer6 
Exclaimed agairifl' by all coh^erned ^^tb^thedi ; -and were 
called merere^aggeratlem 9f famy^ the^efxitt^tvgKveattQtbem 
in the writings'^of the colonies. How then ca9 we exped, 
that any people will be fubmiffive to orders^ cfn which 
every one put this conftfUdion ? 

. It is indeed given out, that tbcfe rogulalio;!^ lyere in^ 
tended for the' benefit i^Bniqkrt\ astdaa tbefejC^loJ^ifif are 
at fuch a diftance, and fo little known* .,<na|^y];nQifBr no 
better ; -and it is an eafy aiatter to, n>ake. people be]ieve 
what they are tc^d is for tHeir iritercft, ^ wbett xh«y ,do. not 
kiiow the contrary; fbr x.whicb roftfen we.s^re f|(>j^i»j^Bains 
to undeceive them* ^ Tbis.miay be. ea^lyidoipi^J^ppi a 
bare mention of thefe regulattops ; , which vj^e,^ intep^d, 
* I. To confine the cblanU^ t6 tb^ir prefei^t: b^i^s,, ana 
tp cut them cff fiete att-the mot^f/wtfuLpa^^ U^ 
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. ^efides thefe pretended f efourbes, 'it is alfcd- 
ged, * the increafc of the tftabli(hrtiefit& thter<5 

* furnifties 

■ - 

m 

XititTity wTiich would prck}uce any thing fcMr Britniih or en- 
able the cdoiries to invke relnUtiinces to h«r. 

II. To lay duties on many of the goods ttiey have from 
Britain^ which fo enhanced their pric€, that the merchnnti 
'could not deal in them 9 and at any rate fuch duetd$ could 
'only be an additional premium 6a fhe mamiCiAureiofi the 
colonies, wMdi is already very great, from liie dcarxids of 
Brttijb goods. 

' Ilf. To reftrain their trade, which is already fo limited, 

. tb;it it will not maintain % tenth part of 'the peof^ib} arid 

TO lay new impofitions on that trad^ by which they a^ 

already lofprs, although many of the colonics have no 

other iburce of remkeancea to Britain^ 

IV. To levy mt^ney upon them* when they hsive none, 
evett to pay their debts in Britain ; and to lay taxe; on 
them, when they caimot even purchafe the abfolute necef- 
farics Acy want from Britain^ 

y. Thtfdtities laid upon goodi were toliave been paid 
1)y die merchants, v^ho were to collect fhem) as they cquM, 
in the woods ^f jfrnmca; which was fo impradicabje, that 
inaity of the merchants refufed to iend the goods commiffi-^ 
oned firomr tbetn, and wrote to their correfpond ents not to com- 
'miflion any more ^ of which they gavefufficient teftimony. 
The Tefult and drift therefore of all thefe regula- 
tionsj and of the oppofition which the colonies have £hewn 
ia 'them', are, ni^eiiher ffaall they purchafe their manufac- 
tures and other neceffarres from Great Britain^ go without 
them, or tfiake them for themfelves ; which is a matter of 
ho fmall con%quence to this nation, if we conllder the 
tlttmber of people in the colonies, and their daily incteafe $ 
andmuft cmcern the nation at heme, much niore than the 
cofcnies thcrr>(yves. The true intereft of both indeed is 
muiQal and ini^parable, and y^u cannot hurt the coloxues 
• without' doing 'double damage to Gr<^ Bri$ain\ notwith^ 
IFanding the authors of thefe regnlations' and others would 
ni^ke cbem a feparate intereft, that the burdens which they 

R r would 
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* furniftics them with another fund] w^ch 
' alone would more than balance the account )|/ 

Bur, 

vculd lay upon the colonies, for the fupporting of their 
acquifitions, cDaynot be thofughc to M\ on Great Brii^ini 
su tbey have dpne with a< double io4.' It is thi» that fetft 
the colonies and their . mother country at variance,- to the 
lofa and detf kmnt of botfa^ 

Yft oolwitbftanding. all thefe regulations have been ^x- 
p^oded and i^rpealed, ^y are Aill defended i and we are 
to)d» in/heCfm/u^ofibelatemimJlry, who exerted them<- 
felvvs' Co glbrjoiifly in that fer vice of their country, * ibe 
' principles and the 'intentions of the ftamp-afl, however they 
^^n^ighiW treated Jaj/9i£r/ca, deferve the approbation of 
^>evf ry iiobMiiuint of Gnat'Britoin.* As for the primiph 
on v^.bich that a£l was fouhded, they ate vueH kno^m to 
have been only apiece of chicanery ; by virhich it rspre-* 
•lended, tbat the colonies are no other than corporations in 
Et^kftd. V Were they in England^ it 19 true^ they WotAd 
be up^ tlve rame footing with the corporations here$ hvit 
as they are at tbe di (lance of 3000 nriles, the dHFei'ence be- 
tween them muft beae wide as that di^nce.-^The mem* 
.tHer^'Of corporaiiom lierea(9: ina double capacity, they are 
/^0tb/re.emea of boroughs or counties, and members of {heir 
particular corporati<nis ; by which they are entitled to dtsA 
l^jDJoy airthe privileges of. other Britijh fubjedh, and the<^* 
,V(mtagt$ of their corporations like wife; whereas the iliha- 
bitantjs of ihe colonies enjoy* neither of thefe priWIegesi 
The one may be both elcdors of reprefentatives in Parfia- 
iia^nt, and elected, as they generally are^ when the other 
liari be oelcher. To put them therefore on the fame footy 
ing^ which was the^r/ivi/>A;.of the {laaip«aA> and theoti^Iy 
cineoR which it was founded, is- an argument only iic for 
lomc attorney ^o advance in a court of Niji prhesj .m6 not 
10. determine the rights of nsankind, or privileges of Britijh 
liji>je£(s«-r-7 hefe their undoubted privileges the ^nhabttaiits 
of the colonies dectve Uom ihc'ir Sirth-righti as EngUJk* 
m^a but it was the pcincipie of the fiamp-a^ to deprive 
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But, alas 1 we fe^r, thefc will rather put the 
btdance on the wrong fide, and prove a preju- 
dice 

them of thofc privileges, to which Nature herfcif, as well 
as. the Uws of the ladd, entitle them.^It it this happjr 
conflitutton, which the coJonies derive from their nidthet^ 
country, that attaches them to her^ and makes thehi*wi(« 
liiigly and chearfully fubmitto/^iia/ aufpictOAs goVcfnmenti 
l^ut it wa» the principle of the ftamp-a£^, to deprive themi 
of their conflttution and form of governmenr, aAd theif 
mother country of that certain ptecfge and 'Security fbr'thelr 
fidelity ajid allegiance. ^ 

, Bendes this ficft principle of right, there is another of 
Jufike and cquity> w^hich the votaries of thfi a jt feem titici 
to hav^ udd^rflood, or at Icaft to hare regarded. Th6 irfl 
hal^i tarns of the colonies do not fa much as enjoy the be^ 
nefit and profits of their owq lafaer; 'we are told abo^, b1^ 
0tie of the heft judges we have bad, *♦ that not one^f<mrth 
** part of ihcir produce redounds to their own profit ;" aU 
the reft is reaped by the inhabitants ^f Brrtmn, who enjoy 
the profits both of their own labor and induftry, «nd 6f the 
colonies lijcewife : To put them thefefbre on the fame foot-* 
ingi' and to make them pay taxes,, is as contrary to reafon 
and juftice, as to their natural rights, and found poKcyk 
Before they can pay taxes, they n)uft reap ail the profits of 
their own labor ; which is the certain, way to deprive Great 
Britain qf the advantage ihe does and may receive from 
them. 

But if the inhabitants of Great Britain thus enjoy the 
profits .of the Ubor of the people in the colonies, what cail 
any juft and reafonable man think of the firft impofing 
taxes on the laft, in order to relieve themfiNves?— Such a 
mode pf taxation is contrary to the j&yj principles of liberty, 
and we meet with cio inflances ot it in smy part 6f the 
worM Y adl people are taxed either by them&ives], or theif 
foveretgn, and not by their feHow-fiibjefis, to relieve xhttit* 
felvet.-*-^This feems to be a power too grear for mankind ta 
^^ cntruft^ with. 
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dicfito the .coiobje*, as well as' W ^reat 
f^/s, , Tbeffi , eft^bliflamepts ^ are ip Canad^i 

..,' ...."'," ' . ' 'Nova- 

, Wcre.aajf .of Ac fubje^ of Qreat Britain to fubmit 10^ 
fu^h a, power, which b commonly exercifcd by a mmlfter^ 
they would only be fittoob to make flaices of.jilltb&xcft^ 
Thus the colonies^ by defending their own, prefei^o ^h^ 
liberty of their mother country. The flamp'^a(£l was at^ 
t«4)4^4 wich £?i)eral w^rrmits^ confinement of riiemberSi 
(i^^r«i9f their papers,. &c. as fubverfiye of liberty at homC| 
as^4)?f«ad.7-Su^b a power would be fiill rfiore pfeJudiciaV* 
tp the, jnhibitaj9^ts oi Gr^t driiairiy as it won Id Qniy ^r ve- 
to deprive tbem of the advantages which they now r^xcivjj 
ftaii^.lhe labor of the jpcoplc Jn. the cplor^ics ; by 'cictclfng;- 
fucba powe^y ih&inhabitapts pf Grfot Britaiu woulf onljt 
ic^ t^epiiclye* of their, bed ipcome^ in order to render tW 
colopifs ififj^pendem o( them, ^hey are now, aiid ha^q 
^J^N^ajKa rcckp^cd thefl^fclve^, one and the fame peojpIe;jBut 
it.iftajb t/^f prin^ifle. of the ftamp-aQ, ta 3m<tc thcm*;^ 
^mv^.an, ^«^i)ii^i«}«' of the right of being 'twd by 
r^l^4^nU|iv^Qf l;iis,(P^n cKooCng, he cea/es to be bV^4 
fl^id^will jiever rc^kpo^ h^mfelf a member ^ftbg.CpnVs 
caumtyj but if you will iiot al^ow then^ tt; be ^^i^/r/ft^ 
yryv, CQafider ii> time,, wbait; ^bey are to b^.-^It tfras by( 
doyivtng thp p^iei qf ^heu; liberties and privileges,* tlia^ 
^ftdsrs coft £^;V*three hundred millions of inon^y, ibr 
llITotbcr purpple but to 1q& It ^t laftj; and take '9are, tha% 
^it9t^ docf QO^ fuAfijn th< likf lofs frpn;L NorihAiniriut\ 
which will certainly be the cafe^ fooner or later,; tf yp^ de-:^ 
J»V9itlll^ pwpic xpf their Jibqttie? and jprifllcgesi wl^reas 
^.Jftting (|b«in ^cjoy it!^f« their.natyral ri^ht;?, ypu pa^ 
te^P^^lldbebcnei^tsQf thepa without any thing mom to iOj^' 
%PfJ b8Vfi.t<?«t foj ,tbe mpj[i.9sruia pledgee of ^jieir siHfig'^nficj 

T^s . the ,ilati^p«^a£);.. was, foMnded on prlncipUSf a^ 
Fijia9u«>t9 thi$ f^^^^ aJi {h^ inuntlons of it appear t(^ ^ 
bjll: It.v»(f intended £or no. other purnofe, bul to lupport^ 
tbofc deferts oi^Canada and Fhrida^ wnich the author^ and,* 
yotari^s of this a£t would call valuable acquifitijons^ ^ocatiifc^ 
^^c^y^ave up (0 many real^ a{id; valuable acquifitions fo^ 
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Nm:!^(f9^^ (^etr^kj^ Eaji and ^e/i Florida^ 
w^ji^.wbich i% 9f>Iome5 havenothii)^ ta<iov 
XU »ihat they can.e3fpe<5k iroin thcle mw fet>r 
jl^qiiU i^ tQ inteirfcre with them, an4 cut; off 
fo .wupi^ q£ tiiqlir refoorces in rcmktat^ces to 

thcfcjj ji^u;\ipui the ngtion to all thefe expence?, and c«ikf 
nqi fa. mi|pn a5. defray their own charges. * Unlefi they ittt 
jtwintoinc rf at a public cxpence, Cana^^c6\Ai n&t*ftWM^ 
f^ IU9ri4^ WQ«M have no people ib* it ; Wt a^ theft* art 
jaU,i«!e.h3;KP jjot fof iBo millions of moneys and for aB the 
glbriiQUfi dicjiefles ipf the war, they muft be fuppofte<f, whe- 
thicii tbey ar^ worthy of it or not. * ftue. It h'no'do^!)^ 
9^^lc^\j^czt harifhip oh Briiain^ to be at ftich a ^Irar ^ 

»iitJvH^fs^PXffl^tt«r.cf P/^6^i and for thjt reafoa, ft n>itft^ 
be tb^w^ ^ppa the. cofoni^, liaht or wrong i whetbcr- 
they Vo^^ablis jt^;; bear it or not, ancThowever ruinous it may' 
b6 |;q the, riatton. for this reafon, "the- coteiii^j- mtift fe 
|oi>i;c4u{»ajaSva{epar4fie intereft^frdm tiieff fn<aiber coun^ 
IQT^^ \c&\ i\(\$ ^rfL^ ihould he thought to fall upon her ^ a«r 
it i)6t 9nlv t)as^don|^9 but would have been attended witb-a 
double Ipi^ to her, if it had been laid upon, the colonies. 
^^s was /i(^ i;i/^?i>/^« of the Aamp-a<5l, ^tHfloFalftkefe^ 
|^49ti<^ ^^^ ^^th it I which werp intended to fsake tilde 
^ipgeai; i^o be valuable ^nd profitable acquifitions, contrarl^ 
to nature Itfelf, ' That is as imprafircablc, as the executioa 
of th^ ftarapraftt ; Since the one therefore has been repeal* 
«d» and the means 6f fupporting iA\tk deferts are found i n^ 
p|S9%al^ ^hy {bpiild the itation b^ burdened witk^themf 
rCb/ere.AQMld. not oea more effeftual way to ruin the intc- 
reft oi Griat Britain m North America^ as we have (hewn. 
The colonics therefore, in oppoftng that a6b/*amd the re^ 
g^gjations ina4e with it, have confuked /the- true inteiwft of 
tbeir mothei- country^ and have only op^f(^d meaAijFe9, 
Which were as unjuft and impraftit^ble, as ruinous to the 
lyhole joatioq* ^ ■ . - ^ ■ 
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Hence it is a yery fallacious argument to £ty^ 
^^ the expenditure was reftraincd iQthat coun^^ 
^* try^ '^ becaufc it was ordered, that ** all 
*' the produce of the American duties (hould 
^^ be paid to the deputy pay-mafter in Ame^ 
** rtca^ to defray the fubfiftence of the troops || :*' 
for thcfe troops were kept in the new govern- 
ments or ac^uifition$ here mentioned, Canada^ 
Nova- S(qU03 9nd Florida^ and not in thd co- 
lonies which were to have paid this money for 
their fubfiftence. All the money thcrefora 
raifcd in the colonies^ mud have been drawn 
out of them> and lent to thefe hopeful acqui:^ 
fitionsi for their fupport, and not for any beQefijt, 
or advantage to that country ^ in which Jt was toi. 
have been paid. The money was to have httt^ 
raifed by our fevcral colonies from New-^nglanti 
to South Carolina^ which are many^ hundred 
miles from thofe in which it is expended y fo , 
that the colonies get as little by, all thcfcf ek-? 
pences which the nation is put to, as their xna-.. 
ther country. Hence they muftinfaUiblybav^' 
been drained of their fpecie^j i^ a yearortwoK' 
?it moft, and to fvich a -degree, that it muft ' 
have ruined their creditj^ depreciated their pai** 
per currency, and would have left them with* 
out any medium of trade with Britainy to her 
very great lofs and detriment, as is above 
{hewn. It was propofed to have raifed 
100,000 /. annually by the ftamps> and nigh ai 

• The Coniiderations, p. 74. , . 

I ConcIu£l of the Admimfirauon> p« 38<t . , . - 
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n^uch tnore by the cuftoms and duties on their 
trade, there and here together, which appears^ by 
ail accounts, to be as much monev as is in all the 
North American colonies * j tnis they were 

fa 

* How nttich money may be in the colonies^ we believe 
is difficulttodetermifie forcertftirt; but we have known 
many cobiputatioDS made of it, on account of their paper 
currencies^ both by the officers of the revfoue who colleobed 
it, and by the merchants to whom it was due ; who all 
agreed; that in the moft opulent colonies, and in their 
im>A floorifiiiiig drcimiftanceff, it never exceeded 80,000 /. 
or xoo,pooA at moft : This «nas reckoned to be a. fourth or 
fifth t)art of all the monev on that continent, and it is now 
W^ll knowii not' to be a third or fourth part of what it was 
then ;» iafomuch that nothing hardly is to be met with but 
a papfrreuorcn^, even m the colonies whidi nevet^ before 
had any,, as Virginia^ which hae a better ftaple than ztxj ^ 
the rmto purchase money. 

I ' ' Their nmney is -all fent to Britain^ as faft as they c^ 
getany; they either owe it here« or lodge it here^ in order 
to purchaft n^groes^ whenever they can fave as much a^ 
will buy one. The moneyed m^n in the colonies do not 
even keep their money there, but here, by which they could 
have gained 30 or 40 per cenu^ at the time thefe regulations 
wece mffde; wherefore. If you would have collected ^^* 
ling cajb from them, it (hould have been here in Engtand^ 
-where all they have is generally to befound.' It is lodged 
here, to be laid out in negroes, in order to keep up and en- 
large th6ir plantations ^f ftaple commodities for Britain^ on 
wUch her tntereil in the colonies entirely depends : This 
\s the lad end of all the money in thecoloniea, which is 
all remitted to Britain^ and. for her benefit in the planta- 
tions. It is well known, that the African merchants will 
ta|De none of- the products of the country for negroes, and 
' nothing but money, or bills which are more valuable ; fo 
that to drain them of money, by which alpne they can pur- 
' chafe negroes, attd oiltiviite their plantations for the benefit 
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lb; feofiblc o5 that althoogh :v^c arp tc^d httti 
tHey ^d mt fiead poverty but prrvilege, yet it ia 

/■*.*'/'•' ■ .. ',..:-. well 

■ * ,' ■ * 

> . t • • ? • > 

a( ^ri/tf r«, ' or . have a « medium of trade with ber, muft 

bepeffeflly ruinous to this nation. Now if this haJ been 
dooe fir the fake t>f G^tnaia and filvridgy vrfeat can illf^ne 
think ^f fuch s^igm^i^ni, m £kisf zn oaJltd ! #ff^ ^Mk 
mg%\^smt»^ tmifi'^ Alport Acfe^lAftity to the rtiif of thfr 
inttr^ft q{ «hf fiatiM i«i jali hv othtr colonfes I 
, Tfa^ who a^ein the l^aft acquainted with ibettolotiiei^ 
muft have ieen, th^t it wvi impoliUe fdfitlleiii'to ba^ 
mooay^ "wbeit cbfafe laam werr)i#ipo^ fif on^^di^r. Xiif^r 
mf^fn ^S'jmpv^fted V <)ie: #M>i9|h€rn :coki»tea» who tend it 
$o tivq font^ii^ (>iUs;pft BriUnn^ which they !gtve oa 
Iheir ftap^ cooHnocTitics, of ivfaich the n^rdt^A <}6l4tiJtoi 
featertone ; but iii<he unmof 'Ito ^Afilief ieft.gl-ttit 9%cl^ 
abek GM>i«tKH|ir», :«in) conKi gSH^ «» t^Uif ^iqmi tMom ^ 
^ke f%9<Hf U&eviFile; .ffay 4i^xf i^PUt .of the foti^ern colo^ 
iii.es, in order to pay the troops in the tii>rthetn \ hf whkh 
abe &^^ are<}irift draitftdof Y^itf^;- iM t& Cbe^laA lute'ho 
c<>iiui>^itie8 tefesd tt> £mi»il| tk^;iffit9ottt|e^(o«e|iMC 
Ihoir Mfti-^ ivihicli{0|eaiifi^4h«f b9(^4«ft thi^ !«|fW«]9, 
Md h|i>vir not^n^iBitch ic^ ^s will fervQ tor a otediutt <^ 
tr^dc^ wbich \% coln^ainod oi^oy ftii the ^Hk^ mbrth^tti 
mocerned with them. . > K^$i ;.» • ?.; . 

. In oiakitig theTe NsoMttances tto Britain^ the colonies loft 
1^ tbird part of ibeir money by the exchange» which ws^s 
jfKom 30 a<> 40 /&rr mrf. againft tbcfi^ pattjcuiatly in ^1^^ 
vii/V*. TliMS i«aa occafioned b^ iheir ikbcs' )il Briuin^ 
4Kk4 the great <leiB#nd for biHs, which were panted 
:t/B>^BriuJh Merchants > for |hac ceafon they refauCtiad 
,ca^ wd QQW when that k 9U gobe> the' exchange 
lif^thia this tm/telvftinanth has yaUc;n 40 fet-. atft.i whioh 
IS X Aire, figo, they have ao. fnoney left to'purchafs 
bkils« whefikthsy fiiiihav^ fpch a demand for themtotMqr 
ihfic^debM lA ^r/Vit7/ff.-r^Xheir money 1^ fo (carc^ iihaeiii 
.J^i>lgyiii^<?,..»l*kki8^t^J^ to he t!xe ricbefti'thejr had 
jfept^ miich as would dtfofearge tKett|>a])er cbrrenc^y whon 
it became dOe ^ but were obliged Co keep it current to ferve 
for a medium of trade, or rather of an internal commerce. 
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well known,' tliat die faculty of lawyers, in 
^m-^erjej \xi paiticolar, gave it is theiri!>pi- 
liibn to fbe dhtef jtrftkei *^ )kMCt W^& iwt as 
^' mudi money in the country, as would pay 
*^ the nan>p duties alone for one year ;'* and 
tbq fame was generally beKeVed in all the dther 
to)onies, .if we include the other taxes. Hence 
the ^yecution of the ilanip^adt mu(l: at aniy 
tace i)4^e been imprad'fcable, and as raiiK>u& in 

. kiocn^uerice, efpecially to Britain^ as it was, 
i>y all true patriots and friends of liberty, 
deecned in 4t(elf lo be arbitrary acid iUfijuft. , It 

, Was for thcfe reafons, that the whole body of 
mcrchahts concerned iri the trade to the coIo- 
mies^ <u(ed their utoipd: endeavours to have that 
a£t, veith the reguiatiofis attending it^ repealed ; 

, wh^ich was accofdiftgly done, t^ thofe who 

c dp£brve the thanks and applayfe of the whole 
nation for what tl^ey did» notwitbi^^uiiding^ tlie 
invidious cenfure thrown u:pon them for tbeir 
jpains, which is as uhjuft, as every thing dfe 
that is faid againft thofe tranfaflions *. 

The 

* ' * 

^- Wc are told in theConduff ofthitatimhjjlry^ p. ii8, 
>^^ a regular Tociety of American merchants in Lmdon^ was 
** fofmpd for this among other purpofes-^and the coanfels 
** of th^Idngdotn were goided, by the tentporary and par- 
** tial views of a* junto of intcrefted traders held at a xzf 
** vern.*^ Tliis foclety was fornnedby a general meeting 
of all the merchants trading to Nc^th America ; who, after 
taking into confideration the dilate of their trade, and fito- 
ation of their affiuVs, thought it nectef&ry to appoint a com- 
mittee. of their, number, in order to reprcfcnt them; they 

' Sf acqprdingl/ 
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' The plaufiblc pretence indeed, that is .pf?d 
for all thefc'mealures, is, that *' this.e^fpci^^e 
" IS neceffary for their own. defence and pro- 
M tcdlion -f-j*' and as that opinion ihaa jjQ gepc* 

accordingly met at that tavern, where the general meeting 
W9B he}d, and which Is the uiual place of meeting for the 
•wbple body of n>erchaat9 concerned, either in the trade to 
North America, or the IVeJi-^ Indies. This waa as regular 

, and ufaal a way of traniading alj bufinfefs of this Iciad^ as it 
is a proper one. Many other fuch focieties were fornxd in 
all the priucipal.tdwns in the kingdom, who fent fbme of 
the moft confiderabl^ and rffpeftableof their body, 'to aft 
in conjun£|ion with the merchants of >XW«ii» in ofdear to 
get* thefe ruinous zBth ah^ regulations repealed* Such a. 
general reprefentatron of the merchants of Great Britain, 
does not, Aircly, deferve thtfiiame of izy^ff/^. 

It is only from fuch informaifpfii that, p^ea ths ^e6p|e 
concerned in it can know the general i|a$e; of ftich an^^^- 

. tefifive trade; and if others had been influencecf by^f^i^h.iQ-:. 
formation, it would have beeti better for thetn, and the^ 
whole nation. They found, a»cmg other tfiili^s, that the 

' JJ'orih y/mencancolonia owed upwardt^of five tg^llpm ofnm^ j 
ney to ^nat Britain ; which alone^ coniiderifig tbck^Q^npi^ 
fiances, muft appear to every impartial juage, not to deferye 
the name of a timpcrary and partial viet»^ but 'that ferioiis 
regard which the legiflaiure thoughrfit tDpa^t eo^tlfstt, aWd 
many other impbrtant concerns, reprefeqt€(d at the famjs 
time J on which the '* permanent and extenfive commi^rciai' 
** intcrcfts" of this nation depend ; aichough wc are here 
told, *^ thecpunfeU of the kingdom were not guided by 
*Vfuch confiderations*" . .,:• .• >.. " - ' 

Thefe things we mention, as this is a proper leflbq for 
others to take fuch information and advice Concerning the 
affairs, of the nation in America^ whfch appear to be fo Ijttle 
known, or underAood^ and aa th^ ftamp-aA- ^as repealed 
upon' fuch good advice;. ^nd informatiou|. i|^. muft fatkfy 
tstiy unprejudiced perfon of the propriety of that meafure. 

t Idem, p. 13. '. < ^ . .». ' 

rally 
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rally prevailed, it flicws how little people arc 
acqttiiintcd with the colonies, or with thdr 
lafety and protcftion, as well as every thing 
elfe toncerning them. Can it he fuppofed, 
that thefe colonies, which are now fo much 
more populous. and powerful than ever, and are 
entirely , free. ^ from an enemy, by which they 
were before -furroundedi can now want any 
fnch defence and proteftion, which they never 
had before ? or that fuch an immoderate charge 
if now occcflary for their pfotedtioh, v^hen no 
fttcb expence was ever before incprircci for the 
mdft neceffaryfcr vices ? If it were, it abon- 
dantly appear^i from the £alfe andinjuribbs 
afpecfiods virhicfo the defender and foppofed au- 
tow of lheferrteafai*es would injud^cioufly and 
uiijuitly throw upon the coloi^kies, to the widen^ 
iQg of tbefe differences between them and 
their. mother coarHry '^; tot he at leaft has no 
fcftJh xfej^rd for /^^w, a^s'tabc at this expencc 
on their account. They never before had above 
four, ^of at BDofl: fix, independent companies in 
^Vt North America^ and' can they now want 
fifteen regiments, the number kept there, 
when they have no enemy to fear ; and are fo 
much more able to defend themfelve; ? Surely, 
if fuch an expence is now neccffary for the pro- 
teftion of our colonies, after the immehie funis 
that have been expended to gain a compleat fe- 
curk}^ for them, and with all the fuccefs that 

♦ Idmx p.* 1 37-^147* ^ alibi paffm. 

S f a men 
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men ct)uld defire^, ihey hioft have miNie |>«l t 
bad ufe bo«h of tb^t trfeafufe of the rl9{iofi^ qhk^ 
of thb fu€ccffe€ gain«d by it. 

Be£de6, the ^olonfcs ztt ^thndti l^lbftid 

milttkij which they are at great e^peficei^tc} 

raife and train ; every psrfon m tbem> p^b^Q 

of the fervice, is obliged to beat arms, isitidjfi» 

be provided with them at their owfl* eypenCTvi 

whjch not only defends them, but iti is. liiitt 

v^rfally ailowed, that in all paf ts of dre t^orld^ 

where the people are at i^ich an- eXpeoee, uid^ 

are thus -taken froni their' labour aodietfaqr 

occupations, to ferve in i imtitia, k kkm^eaoe^ 

a very ^eat bard(bip to byNrden^ theraiit the 

fame lime ^with a ftafKiteg army in itrocrjof 

peace: Efpeckilly when tbcy hoBtireiJM^ 

lately exhaaftedy and involved in fliplr a\d$bi> 

by maintaining (6 confiderabte do armjr Itr/ ttie 

war ; the iSr(i time tbecolonfes>i9K9&;eiie8lid2fe 

toajm at rach.9ii elcpence,, an^d wfaichi» ; ik is to 

be feared, th<y will hardly, be able lo SJi^^B^ 

without a total ruin of their credit in Britain ; 

which muft be more prejudicial to their Mother 

Country, than to them* And fuch au^ expiSnce 

qf a flaiiding army, with their militia^ Is the 

laore gricyou^ as . they hav? ,qpDn9;ioer. pf ufe 

nor occafion for it. They who vwauldt rtoak^ 

that expcncc neccflary for their proteSbfOn, do 

not un^erftand what their fafety and fectirity 

coafift iu- The colonies muft defeni thwii-: 

felves with their hands, and not with their 

lurfes. If you would 6tpcit any fct^lce bFtHi§ 

sindefriJm them, it muft beta fervitiumin capite, 

a p^rjonal 
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fiitbecs iaBr^aim ^n^rmi*^ peemm^ Sttvke^ 
jn fierling cafhy vtban thfcy hid aCme-^^^In^the 
latc'^t tfae^dAdnm W«r^ t;9paid the rnqriey^ 
(kqi^crxpfoii^in' idofeiulbg tltefloifatTejfi at>4 

tkr^iight tbe^ cottld nciiwell bo«r the bord^ of^ 
put: fir twa bimafeed tboofaAd pDunii9 i\biii 
mmy the Aufthots of tbeSe^p-^aKa: waA RtgUr 
jations vrbuld cxa6t money from thei3i> wbei]t 
tiaey isiadV^ifed fix miltioDSi #nd ba\^ qiMe 
pxtitrnftcd thcmfelvcs by thefe pqblic- kx^ 
^rksskr^io/ tbe Iftte w^r tbey r>iif(^, but two 
nr tkme thoa&od mepr^ fbye which -ihcf 
•\*eMriefttttd by Brif^i but m the laft tirar 
they n^intairied 45>op^, for. wliich it is navr 
.eafpB(3ed tbayr fefouldnpay, after they ar^ m-- 
mlved in. debt, 4raiMd^ of money, and therr 
trtEdc^aod credit zk nuncd by that fervice ; pot 
tX) mentbathe beavyiaxes they (paid in th« timer 
fllf the ^fy asid ftill cofitlnuetp pay f« 
'v; .\- : , • ' ' ' ^ . ' Thd 

• • •■ » 

f Wbal^, thefe tajKes are, wfaich th^ colomes^paj^.feems. 
pever to tiave becii cQijfidcied, nor inqfiired iota 3 without 
Vt^hi^h none can know what they can or i]iouid pay. We 
pnly jcripw for certaiil^ that m M«;-£^^J7(2/ tl^y paid » 
land-'taic, amouatiflg to fi^L (hillings and eig^-^ponoe in the 
pouRd;. 2^ ti|x on all perf9na} efiates wiihit, ^^pd'efen oa 
all trades and iaculdes; a pp.II-tax>, impofison trade^&c^. 
as may be ktn by the printed accounts of their uxes,, 
delivered to e^txy one for their payment. Tfcefe fevexal 
fgxesy we are well aiTured by tbofe who paid ,tbecDy amount* 
. fd to twelve and fourteen {hillings in the pound, at the time, 
when thefe new taxes were to have been impofed oh them 
in Bngtand s bcfidc$ all the taxes they pay on the Britijh 
* ' . ' " ' ' goods 
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The protedion of all the Britifiy doaiiribilsr/ 
both at home and d^road, depends iipDQ chtf 
fleets and maritime power of Orfat Britam i 
and not on a few troops difperfed up aind'dowii^ 
in the deferts oi Canada and Florida^ atfiichra^ 
diftance from all the^ colonies on that GontiU/ 
nent, as well as every other part of theiKii^^^ 
dominions, that they can neither defend theai;.^ 
nor be defended by them. This. profiBAioa^i 

goods they eonTume. A merchant of B^on$ pf uis^joubf^^^ 
credit) ^al&rcdljts correfpondents here, dia( he p^d ^oolfg^^ 
ycac int«)c^» ' 

In FirgtBia ag^bi thejr were oblige!}, on account 6f tfi9^ 
mpencesih the war* to fuhmtt toa ]an4^t^xi; whiichtisa uusD 
upon'tf^r tobacco, and other ftaple coqimc^Ui^s t}ia^(- 
Ihottki bjs feiit to Brkatn. and more rtiinous fo tnefr Mother ^ 
Countryj^ than |o ttienu If this n^lon, either at home or 
abroad^ would confult h^r truettitefcO^ ikp fltould man^rlOf^ ' ' 
fera tax tobe laidon the hni^in^mn-ic^^ff^it'^qsAj AoOft 
tb^ produce of them, thaj^ tbe'colonies can make ^ny rc^^cn^ - . 
to Britain'i but tty a tax upon the 'lands iherc;^ with^thp 
high duties upoji the' produce of chetir here, they are rtn*-' 
dered fo unprofitable* that noneicafi a&rdenJiei to mialDO^ - 
tbcai; or trade in them. It is for thwreafon, among othei%. 
that cnaoy are obliged to leave off planting tobacco. . . ^, 

NoW) if we coiSider (hat the colonies bore all thefe bur- . 
dens, in order to fecure the fishery to Brifaittj ^Ifft^h WM 
the ^rft obieA and occafion of the war, they wqiqld t^ teiy ^ 
ill rewarded, to be deprived of their liberties and prlviJ(^es 
for thoir pains ; and to be burdened with new taxes, whicm it 
is impoffible for them to pay ; and that for fervice^ which 
are rather detrimental than beneficial to ibem ; or SMT teaift 
are otmeceiTary, and of noufe to the nation,. eitjier a(bo«ip/\ 
or abroad. For thefc fervices they raifcd fxx millions qC». 
moneys ^^^ ^^ (hey have to pay both principal and intereif;^'' 
11 is much more to them, than all th^ expence^'bf tlie'wai^' 
zx^ iO England.' 

5 which 
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which the colonies both want and get frooi 
Aeir Mother Gountryi arifes from the Brittjh 
oavy^ which fecures them from invafions ; >n(l 
tbat^ they both fupport and xnaintaiin^ by the 
trade and^ navigation td them, and by paying the 
charges xsS all the Britijh fhips and mariners^,. 
numeroQS* a& they are, w;hich are concerned in 
that trade-; for this they pay at lead one half of 
thttin whole income, as we have fhewii above, 
which is the tax they pay for their protedion i 
and is as ^reat a one, if not greater^ than is 
paid by arty Brittjh fubjedts i or whether ot ' 
not^ it js certainiy. as great a ta^r, as they 
can poffibly < be fuppofed to be able to pay in 
their cilrcumflancesi and ten tioies more advan- 
tageous to tljris nation^ than all the ta^esthat 
wore .ij»f>6fed^\i|K)n'^ttr could ever have been « 
nBfthefe mednsi the colonies not only pay 
for their own proteQion, but help to protect all 
his -Majeity's dottiiniansi in aU parts of the 
wotld. ^ It is upoir this tradi to the plantations^ 
that the faftty of the, whole nation depends, 
and more particularly of Great Britain itfellf; 
It dight never to be forgot, for the fafety of 
Gr^at Bfifdin^ what wasi fo very remarkable in 
the (jpVing of the year 1756, when England was 
threatened with an invafion, and could not man 
a fkec for fix •wteksi on account of an eafterly 
wind whJch blfeV during the whole time of 
thatiniiminent danger 5 at which the whole na- 
tion, .ww in the utmoft confternation, tilj a 
wtfterly wind brought our fhips home from 
• ^ America ; 


a week <3r iti^. Tbi^ Is q fiid wtteh :»a$ 
taken lUMijfjoe pf« Afeid fislx)r!ded «t tbb ttmc ti 
l);f>pened; vv^ien k "vas kmnrnto eviei^fibnc^; 
To Fuin th»fi tra^e^ilie colomek, tktmkmt^ m 
k mad: i^^fe hfim^ for ^^ fnke of a pett|r ccm- 
jauf^ ^hicb -co^ neiClier be pQid iM&r coUfi6todbt 
fis thf ccriafn wafy^ to depdvc (he vrhdie oalua» 

m^fecmxy k enjoy»> nmd thiut: bf/tfae.ii3itefMBS 
we x?^t la (ycfeifi^ tfien. C^ <14s i«w Imie 
anc^ber.moft'Qo^vtociag p^oc^/4tmngilMs.i»eij|r 

ricai wfaeii we are te4d by ft ^ry%g(X)Ri;|iidg^ 
and ;aedible ey^-wvfinefs on tlie fpQt> ^^^twnk^ 
*' t^ioi^ijki^ ^^s^i^eQ^ ftfid fi(bern)en * «re tmneik 
<^ ouit of enjipk)^^ and ^ Akqipuig ds^ cifed tD 
^^ .navigate ^nd nnprof e^ are bt^d iajp» juid 
** Vd by a$ «frl)?fe f /' BuM: -firo>o«a;)fclQfcte 
Voujl(^ have he^na n^mch gptatfX&f:s»a0LjXQlkifi 
colonies, and %o ail the £rrV;>^* downioni^ tj^ 
t^ tkne;s the ntimber of ^diers, 'wl^ioh ^tlK^^ 
vr thrke as aiaoy more fuch casces, Wo^ «tirer 
Jbave 'maintained ; a^nd the one gain iwealtjb^ 40^ 
pay themfelvefi and others, A^hep .4c imy.be 
wanted, whereas the others' canf4Ji»«i ;^ 
Jinews pf war in time 6f peace* 

This iofs of trade by the Ja|(e regobtimsi^ 
the more to be regarded, a» they ietf la to JaW© 


9 * ' 


* See the Conteft in /tmsrka* 

t Effajr on, the Tcadc of tho northern Colonies^ Lon^ 
y##r 1764, p. 26. 

been 
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tsbemcaicaliaeted, as much ad if they hsid beecl 
eomrkfed- for Ihc purpdfcj to ruin the colonies 
6f Nih0 Btiglamii v^hkh arp^ and always havd 
bi^eny the bdlisrarlc of all xhcBritiJb dominions 
ta Afftencat to .whom . this nation owes both 
the fiCi^OfoS Nemfiundland, and all her other 
pofleflions in the Nortbc^f n parts of that Conti- 
Dent;: When , King Cbarks 11. gave Nova 
Stt>}id tf^ the French, the people of ISfew-Eng- 
iand, kn&widg the confequenc^s of it, if they 
W«e notr^ktiowd m Britaim would never let 
Hhi^ni'hkve quiet poffeflion of that country > by 
whfeh'they were ablfe to take it from, them on 
t))e £dft .opportunity that offered at the com- 
ihenceitient of the war in 1690, and finally 
rooted diem out ofiit in 17 16, which has ever 
•fliiceiecuriad the fifljery. They did the fame by 
the teking.oi.LouiJhurgs and breaking up all 
•the Ften]^£(htvy in Nei&foundland, at the com- 
-riienceniient of the late war.. And in the laft 
'War they heart the French on the frontiers of 
.New-Tor 6 with equal numbers, raifed ten 
•thoufend men imnicdiately after it, and thereby 
covered all the 5ryf//I& dominions from the immi- 
nent danger to which, they were expofed, when 
we had hot a man there for that purpqfe ; and 
afterwards raifed and maintained the greateft 
part of the army, to which our fuccefles in the 
war, and the> falvation of this nation, were 
owing'. It is in. a word to New-Erg^and^ that 
we owe the expulfion of the French from Ncrtb 
America-'^ all whkh ft^rvices they are only . 

T c enabled 
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enabled to pcrfprm by means of theif trade and 

. filhery, which arc, or woulS have been, thus 

ruined by the late regulations *. k is by their 

fcamca 

* The great fapport of New-England^ and the chic£ 
faiurce both of their fubfiflence, trade, and remittances to 
EritaitLy n the fiihay» urhich atnoimts to about 250,000/. 
ferannum^ including all the fpecies of cod, herring, inackaret 
and whale fifliery ; great part of this fiih they are obliged to 
fell foi" molaflei, as thef French will let them have nothing 
clfe for it : But upon our Jaying a duty of three-pence ^ 
glJlon on their oiolaiTes^ they exa£ied 8 $." a quintal o|i» 
our fi(b» which is atieafl 40 per cent,\ and as the duty on 
mblafles' anfiountfcd to j[Ofer cent, mtrey there was a duty 
of ;8o piy cedU on fuch an unprofitable trade as this in filh 
and Aiolafles^^ and on fuck a poor emfyloymdnt; a£ the fi/h-*' 
ery ; which rather deferves a public encouragement, if we 
cgnfider its advantages to tb& nation. 

Befidesr, irt New^Efigland the fifccry is not onlv a fouree 
of tradr and wealth, and nnxkty of feanlen, but U.is a ne-*^ 
cefTary of l(fe, without which thefe colonies could 001 fub* • 
fift. It is with their fiih, that they fupply the Wi|nt of 
other provifions, and purchafe the Corn they eat, which 
the land will not produce ; whence the duty of tbree«^nce 
a gallon, on molafles, which we are told by the authors of" 
the Regulations in the Cslonies^ " is but three halfpence on a 
•' gallon of rum/* is in New- England mote than 50 fer 
cent, on the mofl abfolute ncceflaries of life, Corn and Fiflir 
And if any one will confider what fuch a tax is, in a coun- 
try which does not produce Corn to eat^ nor any thing to 
purchafe it, it mufl appear to be very 'grievous indfeed. 
This was the caufe of the loud complaints of thcfe people^ 
who hardly ever have fo good a crop of Corn, as they have 
had in this year of fcarcity in Bnglandy tiotwilhftaitding the 
people here have complained (b much, and raifed fuch tu- 
mults on that account. Thefe and many other like cir-; 
cumflances, we believe, were net known to many who,, 
impofed thefe taxes and regulations ; and that fhews the 
impropriety of layiDg taxes on people, whofc condixion and' 

circum- 
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feamen and ^ihcrmen^ whom their trade %)« 
ports^ that the colonies are defended. ^ and at the. 
lame time protc<a thefiihery of Newfoundland 5 
the. only thing in all North America that wants 

protection* 

How infufficient the troops kept in North 
Aiheriva^vt to proteift the colonics, abundantly 
appeared upon the late infurrciSion of the In^ 
dians^ The troops were difperfed in, the de-?, 
ferts of Canada and Florida^ from ^^bec to 
Ptnfacola^ Mobile and St. Augufiine^ at fuch a 
diftaqce from the colonies, that they could ^ 
give them no relief 9 they could notbedrawar. 
out of garrifbn tliere, left thofe acquifitions 
(hould be left entirely defencelcfs ; and by that . 
means the colonies, waiting for their afliftancc, 
which they could not give, were over-run and 
mafTacred by a few Indians^ for a year or two 
together; till fome volunteers from Virginia 
and Penjyhania^ joined a froall party of the 
trpops, as is well kaown> and. fubdued them: 
This they might have done at £rft, had they 
been ordered or allowed, and had not been in 
expectation of being prote^ed, by the troops^ 

circumftahces we are unacquainted with ; thb is the cafe 
with regard to aU the colonies in AmfrUa^ whofe trueftat9 
and condUion are hut very little Jcnown here, notwith* 
ftahdihg the b6atted knowledge of many, who pretend to 
be mighty well acquainted with thenri. The accounts we 
have of them, are from iailors« foldiers and merchaotSf 
who are totally unacquainted with agriculture, on which 
all countries chiefly depend^ and more efpecially colonies. 

T t 2 for 
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for whom all thcfe cxpciWcsare incurned* , Yst 
it is pretended, the colonic could not defend 
thcrofelvcs from the Indians ^^y which they 
have done for 150 year 8^ v^hcn ^cy wcire tea 
times weaker, and the Indians as snudi 
ilrongcr. • , 

Now, if the colonies fhould be invaded by 

^ foreign enemy, what proteftion could they 

exped from thcfe troops, who could not dc- 

ffend them from a handful of Indians ? If -upon 

any fuch invafion wc were to draw the force 

out of our colonies, they would be expofed ; 

and if we did uQt, thefe defenceleis acquifkjons 

muft fall a facrifice, and would require much 

more protcftion, than all the troops in them 

ean give. Thus the colonies would not only 

be burdened with thefe, or any other charges 

that may be laid on them, to fuppbrt thefe in* 

V lignifieant acquifitions, but they will l|ave them 

|o protefl: and defend after all 5 ; and muft 

themfelves be expofed to danger, inftcad bf 

lacing defended by them, orbyaH thcfe iex- 

pences which are incurred for tbeir protedion, 

as is pretended.' Suppofe, Canath^ or Nova- 

Scotia were to be invaded, how would they 

cverbe defeiided without the afliftance ofNc^'^. 

England and New-Torkt All the troops tbtrc 

would hardly be fufficicnt to guard thecoun- 

try^g^inft its intcftine fot^y the confirmed car 

tholics of Canada. . So if Fkrida were to be in^ 

^ ♦ li^m^ p. 137. Confiderariont, p. 84, /&c, 

vaded* 
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taded, it c6uld hardly have any relief, tiQ wd 
get a force in the countries ahove-mentioned. 

From all thefe confiderations it muA appear^ 
dbat this e:i^nce, which is fo bordenfoQcie to 
libe nation > is entirely needlefs. .Itw;as but a 
mere * plaufible pretence to fay, that it was 
wanted, Uwar'ds defraymg the neajfary. expences 
of defending^ prote&ing andfecuring bit tnajeftys 
aakniej and plantatiom in America^ the pre<;ext 
for which thefe fupplies were granted*. By this 
defcription they only mean Canada and Fhridoy 
ip which the troops paid by thefe ftibfidies are 
-kept* , They ape there kept to fta^rrc and per- 
:ri£h) more to fupport and maintain thefe ufeleis 
and on profitable fettlements, than to defend 
and * proteS any of the Britifh dominbni. 
Withdraw oar troops out of Citnada^ as we 
bavfe faid, it could not fabfift } and there would 
be no people in Floriday unlcfi they were 
'ixiaintained attbis public expencc/ It is there- 
fore only to fupport thefe defer ts, that all thefe 
cxpences are incurred, and all thefe difturb- 
ances hafe been raifed; which in two or three 
years have done this nation more harm, than 
the French could have done in twenty, if they 
h^ continued in Canada^ Ail the conquefts 
made by the glorious fucceffes of the war» 
amounting in value to fix or feven millions a 
year, were givfen up for thefe deferts of Cana- 
4a zxA Florida'^ and for that reaibn they mufl 
be fupported as valuable acquiiitions, although 
\% is at this expence^ and to the ruin of the na- 
tion* 
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tion. This was the defign, add only ufc, of tax- 
ing the colonics, or of keeping fach a force irt. 
North America^ after our enemies had been drove 
out of it J and both Canada and Cape-Breton ire 
reduced. But if the firft of thefe were difmantled 
and evacuated, for which it is only fit, as th% 
cfiStysty whieh was of iftuch grfeater confequfencfe 
and importance, has been, we fhould Be rid of 
all farther trouble and expences in defetidmg» 
protefting, and fecwritig of either ; with which 
we flial! 0therwife for ever be faddled ; and the 
hafidn would be fccure from the many troubles, 
in which GanadA ihuft otberiVife int^ve it ^» 

As 

• It was from the ntft of French left in Nova Scatui^ 
after the Treaty of Utrecht y that the nation ,was jnyolv|34 jip 
the laft war, in order to prevent their feising the whote 
iifhery \ and by leaving a like neft in Canada, this natibh. 
will mr ever be expofed to the Tike troubles, till Sie roots out 
iht one, as flie was obliged to do the other*. Since dfafy 
bStve the Catholic relieion efiabliihed amon^ them, and-furj^ 
even allowed ai Poplin Bifhop in the Briti/h 4ominipns, 
with the French language, caftoms, &c«, We cannot fuppoie 
Ihat they will ever become Englijhmeny or true fulyedts of 
'Britain, Under a Britijh government they ire dqpnive^ of 
tbofe pofts and penfions, which were the fupport of Canatia^ 
4and of all the leading people iii it ; the lofs of which will 
ever render them enemies to this nation, as we may already 
iee by their remonftrances. 

As for the pofleflioa of thcfe Northern , frozen deferts^ 
none of them were ever thought worthy of it. The French. 
were only fuffered to fettle in Canada, which was given ti> 
them again, after it was taken from them in 1629, becauir 
it was not wprth poflfeffing. Even after Nova Scotia waa 
refigred by the Trcdiiy of Uireebt, nope but a few iodigen^ 
fifliermen woul4 ever go nigh it j and it wiH ccxtainfy npver 

be 
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As for the defence a«d fecarity of our colo- 
nies^ it is well known^ that Cro'von Point and 

Niagara 

be fettled, without a public charge and expehce, much 
g^alpr iban it is worth* 

The only objefl in all thcfe Northern part? of AmerUs 
is. the filhery, in which thefe fettleoients mufi interfere with 
Britain^ and that in fuch a manner, as to deprive her of 
th^ great fouixeof her maritiaie power, and of the very 
oh^SL which the nation engaged in the war to fecure. : 
The fiftery of the colonies is already mych greaxer than >■■ 
that of Britain ; the filhery of New- England alone amounts 
to 25O9OOO or 260,000 /• a year, which is equal to the 
amount of the Britijb fifliery ; and although New England 
^ doj^^not fo much interfere with Britain in the fiihery, as 
they fifli on the Southern banks, South of Cape SabU^ and 
the Ifland of Sahle^ where the Brltijh fhips never fifli, ye| 
fettlements to the I^orthward of that muft ruin the fifhery 
of both, by being fo much more convenient to it. 

The colonies fhould cultivate the vaft tra£ls of land, of 
which the nation is poflefled, in order to promote the trade 
and navigation of Britain hy that means ; and Ihould leave 
the filhery to the Britijh feamen, who have to defend and 
protedl the whole : but in thefe Northern climes there are 
no lands fit to cultivate. This appears even on St, yohn^9 
liland, which is reckoned to be the beft of all thefe North- 
ern parts of jfmerica. In order to oblige the inhabitants of 
that Ifland to cultivate their lands, and to make Corn, the 
/V/iffr^ prohibited a part of them to 'be concerned in the 
fiflicry; by which they were fo far from fupplying others^ 
that they were reduced to the utmoft mifery and diflrefs > 
infomucb that the officer, vyho made a furvey of that Ifland 
in 1 752, thought it neceflary for their fubfiftence, that they . 
ibouki be allowed, the fi0iery again, as appears from his 
Letters on Cape Breton and St. John*s IJland, 

li anyone wopld form a jright judgement concerning 

theft; countries, let them confider the climate ;. let them ex- 

amine matters of fadt,' and not depend upon opinions of 

kitcrcfted people> who are perhaps not able to form a right 

* judgment 
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N/agarfi would have ftcurtd' tfeem, Ifofh ftdm 
iht^di^nsknd the Frmhi evhn wfich th«y 

•■■■'*•*' 'wem 

jiidgmcnt concctnihg a counti-y, when they' fee iti- TWf 
ihoQid take the advice df Champlatn concerning Vova S^^ 
^1 * It ishnpcxfibk,' %3hc, ^ to kjiowth^t country^ 
^ onleiayou vv^interinit; for in Vummer every thing appears 

* vf ry ag^caSie on atcount of the woods, a fine country', 

* ancl good fiAery; but the winters are intbler&lika : t)^ 
^* Ihow wWich fell on the focdiof Qifober^ .was never offof 

.< tlto groundl) but lay three or four feet deep> liJItheT^^ 

* qf JpfiJ\hfi t^xt year,' T^hls and many othel' like dtftrfal 
accounts and cffefls of the climate may biiitti'^fiX^AJi^ 

^phirf% JourrtaU^ puMflhed at'P.tfrifj' in idrj.'fj but It ^^ 
Hiftory which he afterwards wrote of the country in 1632!, 
he leaires out all thefe accounts of the climate, both of 
Canada and Nin^ Scotia t as that was made an,of)je<^k)h to 
.the fettling of them \ and in al] our other accounts of thefe 
countries, public or private, we fee the like omiiSbn, copied 
(fotn this of Cbamplain^ » , ,. / 

But If we tv2Jc\x2Xc Canada i the French will taKe it agiairi, 
fay they ; to which we may anfwer. The Jofs would not be 
g^at, if they (bould ; on the contrary, if .we.aVc to be bur- 
dened with fuch a charge without any mariner of profit, arid 
to lofe all the fruitful parts of the Continent, which mutt 
deprive the nation of the benefit of her other colonies, tot 
the fake of thefe defercs, we had much better be without 
them. We had no fooner got them, than evqry oiie, who 
knew any thing about them, would have been glad* \6 have 
been fairly rid of them* If the French ever attempt Canada 
again, it will only be to diftrcft Britain y vvhkh they will 
be much more able to do by fettletnents'in the country, 
than without them. 

It i^ppeara from many ijiQ9n(;es, that all thefe countries 
are uninhabitable, and cat) never be held j without good 
accommodations andfreOi prcvifions. — ^htiiyacques Car- 
ti^ firft wintered at AUntrtal in 1535* he 19ft fo many of 
bis men by the cold and fcuryy, lh?it bf Jeemcd the country 
not fit to. ihhabrt', ,ai^d fibandonqd. it. on clwt acfouju.— H* 

1 '. and 
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ivtre in^ppfleiEon^of Canada^ ind mnch more 
lH)t¥ wheo they are drove put of it ; but ^ebec 
mA Montreal will do ncithcn Thefe, or H?- 
rida^ . are no greater fecurity to our colonies, 
than afofft in the Orkneys would be to Eng- 
land. Oh the contrary, the French may f<?ize 
thefe^ and thereby hold the country, in ordcM: 
to diilreis our colonies, by means of the 
accommodations which we keep up for their 
reception, without which an army niuft peri/ht 
The fecurity we obtain is from the expulfion of 
o«ir enemies, and not from maintaining them 
in the country, to put the nation again to ajll 

'^XiAyiv* JSiplervaltCiTde afecond attempt in 1540 vA^ehec^ 
]bfit foon abandoned it for the fame reafon. — The Frtmh 
never* afterwards attempted Canada^ till the year 1599, 
when Mr. Chavvin left fome people at Saguenay^ who all 
perifhed with the cold, except a few who were faved by the 
/W/W.-^In 1604, Mr. Je Monts loft one half of feventy 
hale and hearty men, and twenty more were at the point of 
, djeath, by wintering at St. Crois^ in the moll Southern pares 
i)( Nova Scotia.-^^amphinCiitkrtd the fame fate at '^ebec 
in 1608, when he had but eight men left alive, out of 
twenty-fix, and thpfe fo benumbed with thi: coh]» sM 
crippfed with the fcurvy, that they were unfit for any fervicei 
•* notwjthttartding they were all Well cloathed, lay in good 
^^ bed$^ were kept warm, and well fed," fays he^ in his 
yournniffy^p, 2,03 — So io the laft war,' a party of our troops 
lying put of (Jpors only for one night, before they were 
aware of the approach of winter^ every man of th6m wasfo 
maimed with the cold, that not a fingle one was fit far fer- 
Vice during all the reft of the War.^— Scbch a <:o.ttiiiiry:coul(i 
never be held^ without the accommodations which have 
been ere£led in it, at a much greater exf^nce than- they are 
l^orth^ and which vee are at a greater expence to uphold^ 
only to enable ah enemy to cUffrefs this nation^ and to hoI4 
the COMiitry, which they could not ocbeiwiftrdo* - 

U U the 
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V the espeQc» iv^ci(iJia9s.bee^ 
on their accoonU 1% if .well knowiii ihat tbQ 
French propofed to abaodonC^fof^ loi^ ago^ 
which they would pcirtainly have domi;, had it 
not been tor the hopes of gaining £bme more 
valuable pofleffions. with it^f*. "JTh^ '"entered 
Into the war to get out of Canada, i^otwith*^ 

, Handing it was of fo much greater confequGaot 
to Trance, who had no other colonics thccci^ 
than 4t ever can be to Great Bntam, who ;haS 
fo many^ with which this only interferes* — ^ 
The ooly obje£t in all. thcfe northern paxts :o|^ 
America is the iiihery^ for whi(;h.Qaffii^tf is of 
ho ufe nor fervice— C^^a can be pothirig bu^ 
A fadory fbr the Fur traile, and iViw^ l&r^« 
only a .fifhing fetriemeiit, of both which this 
nation alrc;ady has too naany . . 

Whatever any of tHefe acquifitionsMimy be^ 
even if they were to be as profitable, as tbeiif 
advocates woulid make them, it is palldoubt^ 
fhey will never be worth the charges, wJ^ichi 
the nation is put to folely on theii;^ ^ccounC^ 
What that charge may be, is uncertain »; wd 
have called it nigh half a milliojE),^ a^ we an$ 
told by one who fecms to be in the fecrrt^ ^* I^Mf 
\ charge mujft: be between four and fivie hmdrej 

• thoufand pounds per annum %\ including ail 
the prdinary and extraordinary charges j but ia 
theie laft no account is taken of tl^; 4BUcl| 

! ' • . ?•■■»; ■.-.*/ > i .■.'•.. i 

I 
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* y Confiderations on the Trade acid Finances of this 
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f !te$it4rexpences thfi nation may be put to, and 
ttie wars io which it tnaj and i$ likelj^ to be W 
volved> hy thcie pnltty and defenceless fettle* 
meotd^ which wcre^ the dccafibn of th6 laft war^ 
To fecure the natiort againft thefe, in Canada^ 
Non)a Scof0i 2ini Florida, would require much 
in(^th|Q half a rt^illion a year ; which riiuft 
b^pkiiced to the aeboiint of charges incurred fo^ 
tho upholding of thcfe fettlcmen ts . 
^ This is the more to be regarded, as all this 
€aq>enee muft fall on Cri^t Britain^ burdencdi 
d«d oppreflcd as fhe already is with debts and 
taxes I and that for no other purpofe, ias we 
have (hewn, but to^ tuin her own intereft irl 
Ni9rfA Amerka. after all it has coft het. . It 
has indeed 4>een givc» but, with", every thing 
dfct that tbefe taxes on the colonies were to xe*- 
Kevei *he fubje<9: at honae j"who are fd unac- 
quaitrted efwn with tl^r own intereft in Ame-^ 
rka, that they fe^m not to ktiow the contrary 
to this day^ But even if the colonies had paid 
fbeic te^eSi flr/V^/// would have been involved 
iji all additional debt; for the fupport of Cana^- 
dd and fJoridity over and 'above that aid. The? 
whole of the intended taxea on the colonies 
they Would make to amount but to 160,000 A 
la year *, when the expence incurred is nigh^ 
. 5t)d>>ooo/i wherefore, Gr^eat BritatH muik Ml 
Save been burdenedwithacterge of 300,000/* 

^ Id^ihid. p. 7,1. ComlUa of the Minlfffy, fi,. 123, ^c* / 

U U 2 j^ 


fer aflH.^ over and abbvc what the Cbfddi^ir 
were to have paid ; by which laft; we have 
ihewn, ftie muft have loft twice or 'thrice asi 
much. Thus the whole charge and' lofsf tia 
Great Britain would have been at leaft 
600,000 /..if not 700,000 /. a year, with the 
probable loft of h^r intercft in the cojonies to 
the bargain. This is all that \Frnf^/>^ would 
have got, even if the colonies had paid fhdt 
taxes^ Yet this is v^hat they have all' along 
tailed the relieving of the fubjeft at home bj^ 
faxis on the colonies ; which were \ti truth ib* 
tended to burthen them both with fucha neec^' 
lefs and ruinous charger, for the fake oF Canada 
and Florida! Had thefe taxes on the coton^s 
been appropriated to the payment of any hete, 
or even to any other neceflary purpde,- they 
might have been fome relief to the hatibh it 
^ome, however burdenfome they vvere' t6 die 
colonies ; but for fuch purpofes ii thtfc/ to" 
which they were appropriated, they thiift 'both* 
have been' involved in an additionalfoatf-dP 
taxes, without any manner of benefit to cifeeiS' 
but on the contrary, to the prejudice of both; 
Thus the nation is doubly indebted to the colo- 
nies, for iaving her this needlefs and ruiopua 
cficpence. y . -. ■/-' 

If fliefetajfes on the colohies had been paid, 
without any lojfs to Britain^ thty would not 
have difcbarged above a third part of the ex-« 

p^flce of inai&teining thefe acquifltiotis j mhick 
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^tAdkncwledged by the authors of thefe mcaf 
iur^6 tbemfelves * i .and fince the whole no^ 
/alls oo' Great Britain, why fliould £be be bur- 
dened v^th fuch a needlefs expence ? Since the 
propofcd means of fupporting thefe acquifiU 
tm\Si by taxes oq the colonies, are as inefi^dual 
M thofe defertaare unprofitable, and prejudicial 
to the whole nation^ why ihoiild they be any 
longer, fvppoited? It muft appear to be tin^ 
gr^ssiteft impropriety^ to be at fttch aa expence 
in. fupporting colonies^ which produce nodiingi 
when .we Jbave fo many othersi which are in 
the f^uie fituation ; and when they coft tea 
tinaes ipoore than they are worthy or than all 
Qur>ocbf^ colonies ever did^ or ever would coft 
wkbpuJt thefe. The ufe of colonies to this na- 
tion is/, to load her {hips, and to fupply thenir- 
ielves with necefSiries from Britain ; but caa 
any one imaginet that either of thefe. can be 
done iu fuch deferts as Canada or Florida ! I£ 
they cannot, of what ufe can it be to fupport 
them at fuch an expence ? By evacuating them^^ 
the nation would be free from* this charge^ 

* Con(lu£l of the late Miniftry, p. ij. We are here 
told by autbefity, that the colonies were to eontribtae aboui 
a third part of the expgncfy which was computed to be 
x6o,ooo/,; from which computation the whole expence 
maft baire been 480,000 L ; fo tliat k may well be eSi« 
lOated ^t half a piillioD a year, as we have called it. If we 
make it lefs, the rifque we run by fuch a favingmay make 
h twice or thrice as mQcb* The nation may thereby lole 
^f^^ of NtwfpitnMm^^ and have ail faei: baiincfs to d^ 
ov^r again, 

which 
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ivhich is ten. times ojLOFe tbfto (b^caafinM^^ 
pe6: to get from thfita* yVc fee :ai)Q?e, , that 
the French never reckoned the pcodoce of hG^ 
nada to be ^bove 14^000/. a yeaj:, which vrat 
$11 that it yielded^ vfheQ jt fell iato our hsod^n: 
and notwithftandiAg, tne. great fuim leKp^fKftnil 
in it^ Canada produces , on ao ^Rer^gp» . fcy th^ 
Cuftom-houfe acQomptSf but zz^oqqL z yeisfk 
itnd Fhridfl --«- nothtng ; which is aig^ all tlMit 
this nation g^ts for half a million a year# an4 
for So tniltions expqpded in the war. IN^offij if. 
the nation lofes the. benefit of her otbrr colo^^ 
Aies» with thefe expcQce^^ which ifae.cettainl]^. 
xpuft do^ by neglecting aU . the fruitful . parts m 
the continent for thpfe barj^en defeirtfij . siotbisg < 
could well be DpK)re .ruioQu$« 
^ There is no manner of doubt,, that tbisaa^ 
tion will be tired of Canada^ as ihon aaAtf. 
comes to know what itia, and to feel tbe.bor-# 
den of it, which we believe eirery one^ wJao. 
knows any thing about it already ,i6i4 we^u^t 
' therefore to think of doing famething winli i^ 
before the nation, is put to any farther ^xpence 
about it; and either to fecure it efFe(^uaily>r fo 
as to be ffee from any danger of bf^ag fei^ed^ 
or to evacuate it; The firft would certainly h^r 
a matter of difficulty,; with fo many; Fnncb^Sk 
are in the country $. and will coS: much more^ 
than we fear will ever be expended. upon fqch. 
aii unprofitable fettlenjent^ To fecjiJ^ , both 
Canada^ Nova Scotia md F/or^af/{QA^tn%P9n' 
der them free from infults, will be z n^sHth 
•' 3 greater 
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giMfafer cxpence, than ISritain wilt care to be 
^ for any time. But if they are not iecure 
£!om invafiofiSj/nchdefencelefs lettlements caa 
Italy be a trap to iovotve tbb nation again In* a 
new war. Tht qaeflion therefore 19^ whether 
wfli they foe fecuteji or noti If they are not» 
they ihoald Ibe e^cuated, and dbe clihiatQ 
WDoid fecnfe them without any expence, whicii 
there is no other Way to get rM of If the na* 
tion thinks fit to keep them in a conftant pofturo 
of defence, and to fettle the Ohio znd MiJ^m 
Jffjf>h with Canaday Nova Scotia^ Georgia^ 
Eiffi and fp^ejf Fkri^a^ there can be no i&ch 
objcitkm to 'hete iaft; but we fear, neither of 
fliefe will ever be done, (o long as we are bur- 
<dencd with Canada and Florida for nothing- 

As^for the making of a profitable colony of 
Canada and Nova Scotia, that is contrary to 
ftitUfe itfelf. They, who may be of that opi* 
iilon, are totally unacquainted with the foil and 
climate of North America, as well as with thai 
vtttY defign and Intent of fettling colonies. Un- 
jefe tbey live by their agriculture, they can be 
of nouie npr fervice to this nation ; but that is 
cdftainly not to be expeded, either in Canada^ 
iff Nwa ScWia. ' Their agriculture would not 
0<^n maintain the color>ies of New-England^ 
wi>ieh could 'not fufbfift without the fimery* 
In fbefc iKVthefn ipzvts of America^ nature has 
|m>vided 4^Bt plentifut fource of fubfiilence for 
mankind in the feas, which fhe has denied to 
the land^ We have heard feme people indeed 

alledge. 
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aHcdge, that tbey haV^f a gocKl,an(rfi<uit?af^ 
in iome parts> or rather frhall and infigntficant ' 
fpots of Canada ; but that appesirs to .be (tn^ ' 
poffiblc in fuch a dimatc. The French tcU u$ 
£rom 1 60 years experience, * there is no part 
f of the world in which Ae foil abounds 'more 
^ with fand and ftoneV which is the wofft 
ibtl of any in the world ; and if to this we joiti 
the confideration of the climate, all thefe north* 
cm frozen deferts muft appear to be very tiniit 
to maintain colonies by their agriculture, eveti^ 
in the neceflaries of life, and much taiore by 
ftaple commodities for Britain. NbtwWi- 
ftanding thefe northern parts of America have 
been fettled and frequented longer than any 
part of that continent, they have nev6r yet pron 
dttced any one thing, that could be bf the leaft 
fervice to thi$ nation. ^)t that can be faid for 
them, is, that a few indigent people^ may make 
a (hift to get the bare neceflaries of Hfc in them ; 
but we cannot fee, of what fervice that can be 
to this nation. And as far as we can learn, 
they could not even do that in Canada^ were 
it not for the plenty of Eels, which providenice 
fends them about the beginning of whatcr. 
With thefe they are obliged to feed both mad 
i^nd bead, for want of Corn and Grafs ; than 
which nothing can (hew a more miferable' po* 
vcity in any country. This is the.wa;^ of J^^ 
ving in the deferts of fi!?^/^^, to which, tn^ 
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Cfmkf^ f)AH thfe would , apiindantly, appear 
from i.duj2 ,ac:i?oupf and /Jefcdptiori. of th«: con-i 
tipen t . pf; N^rtb Anferica^ . 4nd the feyeraf cplo-^ 
nlcs.in Jt, Vwhich Uie ,bpuads of our difcpurfc; 
v^rjijt jjot allaw lis, ^tq gix:c : apy .paore particujar . 
account, oC at pixfcnl;/ althougfi it js.from fucK . 
a^partigular, enquiry ijpto the date piF thefe coun- . 
triQS» the n^ore of the foil and climate, and, 
WjhaJttl^cy produce, , of wh;cU. we have, had fcf 
nifjny aQcjpufi^s, from fh^ ^FrencB and pthers^' 
tRaf: .w<^..hav,e given this .ppinion concerning 
th^^, y^^ich might be /upported by ; many 
nj^preX^sfajSpry argunieftts. : ^_ 

,, Thfi o^y. pbjeiSt in gU thefe qorthern parts of 
Amrica^ ^y^^ ha<vp f^y> is. the fifhery, apd 
pole/^\)yf,h4ve,.tbat> wc; get nothing by th^ 
fcttliftg^ of[ the. country, but a burden and 
charge, . ^Jbich they, .wjll not djefrafy. There is 
not , eyen . the Icaft prolbeftji that any of thefe 
jipxther/i ie^lementS will ev^r be able to defend 
themiely,^s^ and for that reafon they put the natioa ; 
tQ^uch ap c^cp^nc^ for their defence and protec- 
tipn ; . ,?iid vassSi pxpoie it to perpetual infuits; i^ 
hpt^tanewV^rs and trouUes on their account* 
It, vvas, byjtl^^fe paeans, that the nation was in- 
volved in the laii war/ and onght to conficier 
the; proper methods of preventing the like foir 

JsTow^'aU the wprlij knows, that Great Britain 
was Iqd into the war on account or the dilpute 
livith Ff^^ftbput theliijt\i^5 oiJS[ova Scotia y bur 

iiyxT ' , /^x • ' ■ we 
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we feem not yer td know, or to confidmr^ wl|Mt 
♦i^crc the objcds of that difpute, or of ndiMi 
fervice the country cot^ld be to ettber of the l we 
nations. If it had been only for the po^^onr 
df the country, of for any thing that it h fit W 
produce, neither of the two couk} ever hate ea^ 
gaged in Ibch an expeniive w^ on that sc*^ 
count. The only objedl in view was the fifli- 
ery, and it was to fecare that great fodrce oi 
her maritime power, and to prevent its faMibg 
into the hands of France^ that Greoi Bfkmn 
engaged in the wtf . If the French hadf been 
poffeited of Nova ScotWy with Canada and Capi 
Breton^ Newfoundland would have beeu an ea^ 
eonqueilf; that muft have fallen next, and Ifat 
whole fifliery with it,' Had FtamehfWim 
means been poflefTed of all' the liouAtrfe^ 
which commatid the ii^ry, aa Great Btitam 
now is, which was her aim, iOle ' utitotild 
never have let the' Englijh enjoy even (bck < 
fliare of the fiChery, as we have given- tb theiot 
Ik is entirely by iheans of thia fi&ery , wbicft 
was fii?fl: given to them by K.CbaHes I., diat 
the French have been able to raife a ni'^^it^ foio^ 
and to contend with Great Britain - ?tt (t^hf 
means of her own rcfources. They had jm^ 
fooner got poflcflion of this nurfery of feinttn; 
than they raifed a maritiiftc powery wbith di£- 
pnted the command of the feas, and CQVsSt^ 
quently of Great Bfitain kfdf, againft the 
combined fleets both of England and \BhUand\ 
which has ever fince made all thofe^ wh6 con* 
fult ' the fafety or profperity of Great Britain^ 

pay 
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flay vfiich a r^ard to this fiOiery, that they juflly 
thioJk^ the very being of this nation depends 
upon it. Thus the fiflbery of Newjvundland 
was not . only the principal Qbie<a of the laft 
«rar, but is the grounds of all tne^ifpates with 
Hk- French in NortA America. It was to fecure 
thiit^ which the Fr^wA endeavoured toufurp, that 
the nation engaged in the war ; and how that 
Is to. be done without Juph an cxpenqe after it, 
is the point in quefliionj and what this nation- 
has to jconiider. 

Many may perhaps think, that this nwy be' 
4Qn9 by Xettlemcnts in the country adjacent to 
the fiibcry i but we are of the contrary opinion, 
and art well fatisfied, that fuch fettlements are 
atnore likely tQ prove a means of lofing the fiih- 
^ry, as lately happened by the taking of Sti 
y9bn^% m Newfoundtat^^. That is the oldeft 
Tettlement in ajl North America^ but is not yet 
able to defend itfelf againft two or three (hips; 
and all th^ reitof thefe paltry fishing fettlements. 
North of New-Englandi are, and are ever likely 
Co be> in the famp defencelefs condition. We 
Ihall never raife a force in thefe, or any other 
countries, fu^cient to defend them, where the 
peofule ca^inot fubfift by their Agriculture, or 
father have no foil or climate fk to cultivate. 
Yet^ f¥>twithftanding it is fo difficult to raife a 
for^ fuificient to defend and fecure thefe coun- - 
tries, there are more ports and harbours in them 
to be d«fe!nded^ than arc perhaps in all Europe^ 
cxclufiva of Grm^Britmn and Ireland. The 

Xx 2 whola 
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yirhole coaft/ bot^ bTN?4^^^^ and l9ba;4 

Sfofiai h one coil tiniiea Karbourj' and exp<$red 
to every fifliing veflel ^ while there is but here 
aod ^her^ a fpot fitfor iettlers to inhabit, aiid 
thoTev aJt iuch difllances fronri one another, that 
they can neither fupporj;, Qor be fuppprted by^ 
each other. It is for thefe rdafons, that fiicn 
ictdicnijents can never be in a poftore of defence, 
* although they Ve expofeq to every invader; who 
'm^ hold the country^ and con^nutnd the B(h^ 
^TY by that ;means» which they could nm other* 
:^ifc dp» l^fit^in muft jpicureboth thtf^ 
all her other dominioia by.Jier fleietls, w|iich 
thefe fettlements will rather w^akciii by.ia^er-^ 
fering with the Britijh fifliery 5 «nd muft there- 
by deprive the . whole |>af ion pf * ^liat fecoHty, 
^bidi they are intended to give, if they dp noi 
^gain involve it in another war..\:AU wk, wiyth 
xnariy qther difadvantages of theft ^Hmgfcttic^ 
xBcnts^ have teen fo' fully (hewn bjr*a vfery gbod 
judge *, that it is furprifing, they have flever 
been attended to* * ^^ - * ' ' 

Thus 


,* • t 


. .. f^CbiU on Trad^, cb. lO, art ip.-— -Jhc t^Wf ar- 

. fliiQ:ieat8 for his opinion are, 

. ^ h *'X^efifhermen fettled mN'AifoUfttUanS^ and muc^ 

more in Nova Scotiay or other 'filhfng fettlem^im^ are 

^fupplicd with' their own pcovifions, or from the otBer colo- 

«pie$ V and get great part of their cloatliing, fiKhing-tackle, 

iind other neceflaries, cither from them, or from ^^Frencbi 

. *t>y which means the labdur, as weH da the cloathing and 

jfeeding of To many 'men, arc loflr to EnghndJ* 

' II. « Thcfc 
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; -ThMS the ODly adv«t^ga the iiation caa 

tKpeUt from the rcdut^on of Canada and Cape 

« Breton, 

■ ^ 

II. '< Thefe fettlements only ferve to divert the Gfl^er- 
ipcnirom their laborious .'and idduftrioMS caHiog, whidf- 
^ey neglefl in diforderly boufes on Ihore/' 

IIL'^ Tbefe fifhing fettlements greatly obftrua the 
,nav{gaMo;i of Gr/at-Britam. If Niwfoundlandy fays he» 
.Aould come to be fettled, £A;£7i7i would lofe that fi(hery» 
as (he had already done (eVen io his time^ iii theitign of 
Kih^Charles II.) thatonthccoaflof JMfu;*£ii^£iWi which 
wb$ formerly, carried, on by Brittjb (hips, hut has now fallen 
iblely to the employment of the people fettled there/' And 
a Nova ScotioyOt the whole cokft froni New-^n^landi^ Che 
river St. Launnce^ were fettled, as is {iropoTed, the Brmfit 
6lhery muft be total^ rufnedy^.tbe feltkr»CQi#d^fbl|pw jqo 
jytber employm^iit. 

}Sf. ♦« fieforp there were Boat-Keepers or Planted at 
Newfoundland, (i(h was (old 40 perfeni. cheaper, arid ^c^-* 
fequently tnpre .vended ; tut now they hAve eofaahce^ At 
price of^tir £(h to fuch am expef9> as in effed proves the 
-pying^^wzyt^ th«t trade to the French^ wbq oy this our 
j^iprpoUtl^ management are able to underfell us ; and moft 
certain it \jSy that thofe who* can fell cfaeapeftwilt havtthe 
trade?* ' [' 

' . V. ^* It Is the intereft of Great-Britain not only to rafl(e 
.9$ l^any feameq as (be can', but to have them within call in 
time of danger i but in thefe fi(hing fettlements, both their 
maintenances and fervice upon emergencies, are loft to the 
nation." 

. yi. '5 Yhe Britijh fil(hng-(hips are the only breeders of 
feameB» and enter many new hands ; but the Planters, are 
already bmd^ follow no other bufinefs, and never increkfe the 
pumbeir of feamen.'? 

. . VII. *' By the buildings fitting, viAualling, and repair- 
ing of Brittjh (hips, numbers of Tradefmen, Artificers^ 
Owners of^ flbipsi and feamen, in England^ get their breadt 
which they lofe by the flxip- building in thete fifhing fettle- 
ments." 

' vin. *< If 
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Brrttmy k a kotxity for the fifliery ; and if tiial^ 
were rightly iaiproved, it might, tia doubt, be 
rendered a very great national benefit 5 but by 
fettling thofe countries, it is to be feared, we 
ifaaH dej^iive the nalion of all the advantage^ 
iivhidh might' 6thermfe be reaped from than» 
They are widely miftaken about the very ob-^ 
]tdi in all thcfe northern parts ciAmerkOg who 
^xped it from £^ttlements» or agriculture. 
Had V^e got an exclufive right to flit Ifbery, a$ 
was propofed, we arc told, by that great and 
tvue patrbt, to^ whofe coMud and for^tude 

the few.ad^antage^ we h^ve obtsmied «re pwiog/ 

• »•»'.■. 

VIII. ^ If U is altedged, (bat i^itboifit letdeneieiils, tb^ 
^V^^V^ ^^^li^i>^ rxpQfed {o the furf)r^e of Hk^Frsnch^^ 
I.atifwer, Ikss he \ f^ When wc cannot preftrvc our colo- 
nies by our uiipping^ or fo awe burneighbours byoarflett9| 
and fllips of war, tjiat they dare riot attempt them, oirr cafe 
^ili hefad« and our property will be loft^ ot h\ tfjomlkipvf 

4lM^>.not 0(Uy abroad, but at home likewiie.'' 

: .l4f.,^ AU the 'fiOi that is killed zi' Newfoundland^ in | 
fummer, is not iufficient to maintain ftrength enough 00 
ftocci to defend two fiihing harbours againfl; ten men of war; 
jwl^rea^.that country has more Jiarbouts to dbfend, than are 
40 be found in OldrEngland-y^ and there are ftill more in 
j^Qva Scotia^ the coaft of which extends 3 or 460 leagues^ 
with innumerable harbours on it, which can never be fccured 
1)^. the ietiiements in tbe country. 

, If skprot^^lion is wanted by a fettlement in thefe coui^ 
irjcs, it fliould be ^ place of flrength, fuch as Louffiurgh\ 
and even that might be taken, as well as ^ebec, after all 
they wiH coft. If tlw, and tbt t)ther charges of thefc fettle^ 
mentSy were laid out on the navy, and the keeping of a fleet 
ther^^ tbey would be a much greater fecurity to the wholi( 
jiaUQO) both at home and abroad* 

. thp 
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^ nation would have got it$ awn agaiO) what 
b'jaftly due to iU and what might have been 
fiime compeofation for the expences incurred i 
but by the fettling of tbefe countries we are 
only burdened with an additional charge ^ and 
Britain may be a lofer, and France a gttoer^ 
by depriviog her of countries which are rathec 
a charge and detiiaient^ than any benefit to tho 
fiat3oa# 

£ut it is not furprifing» that cnany ieem ctot 
to know what the advai^tages of the p^ce 2xei 
or th0 ways of improving .tbem> wben they 
feem to be totally unacquainted with the grounds 
and^ occafion of the war. We are told every 
day, and it leoms to he the general opb ion in 
Mnghndy that the war was undertaken tncrefy! 
on account of the colonics ; *^ a war undertaken^ 
iblely for their protection * )** '* 1^ which 
they had pofited fo mudi j whofe iotereftsi' 
commerce and fecuritj had. been the ^t^ 
**, objcdls Q&iht peace '\^* fay they I Butfurily^^ 
they, who are of this .opinion, arifr as little ikOff^ 
quainted wkfa the grounds anid occafidn of th« 
war^ as with the proper methods of improving 
the advantages gained by it« The war was uih. 
der taken for Nma Seotia^ and to ftotte th«: 
fiibery of Great Britain^ in which the colonics 
have no other concern, than to benefit their 
Bother country, and to partake of thoife/ad^ 

^ Coafideratiotte 0d the Trade of tbb kingdom, f* 6^. 

t Ggndud of the Minifirjry p. ii4 - 
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tantage$» fafetyaixl fecurity> which tk(y4erhi^ 
from her^ and particularly from her fa^rnimd 
powety which is thus ftrengtfaenedand fomred 
by the fishery. By tbefe means - the ieterefl^ 
^nd benefits of the colonies and their mbifaet 
country are a common caufe^ and joint coqA 
cern, and they (hew little regard for eitboV 
who would make them feparate. But of the 
two^ Br//^//{ herfelf ist or at leaft ougbtto be#: 
much more concerned in the ii(hery, for which 
the war was undertaken, than the colooie^i 
Except New-Englamfi ^ we have not . a 'Qogle 
colony toncerded in that 0(hery « The coionk^ 
ihould cultivate their lands, as we have fajd/ 
and ihould leave the fishery to the Britijb fea-* 
men t on th6 other hand, as they are prote£|ed. 
by the maritime power of Britain; it is thcif 
intereft, as it Is their doty, to fecur« this great 
fource of fafety to the whole nati9n. It wad 
by thefe means, that the war, and the objed:^ 
of it, were a common c^u£b, and the colonies 
engaged in it as heartily as their mother coun*- 
try, by her defire and frequent foUicitations, 
which alone drew many of them into it If 
the war was begun in Amerieaf it .was bccanic 
that is the ehief fource of the maritirne power 
tS Great Britain ^^ which is the envy of Fnmce^ 
and the bone of contention between the two 
rival nations, as it has been# ever finee wr firft 
gave tbem a right to fiih a( New/pundkaid^ 
The objed therctbre of the war was^ whether 
ihould Great Britain^ %)it France, bci OMikrs 

4 ^f 
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»f ^^ifce^.ifelsi- ahd'confpqtiehtfj^ of all America^ 
Mmidt BHtttin hfdf, tWtb the thide of the 
^rid^ 'OfVrf/^ finrteVhierfclf was threatned 
wMl ah lA^hGoA, i^bich was only prevented by 
hM fi)it>9 ^oiiimg frt)m the colonies, as we have 
fdd{ and .we^bdteve,' there* ij no other way to 
pMveat the l%e again. At that tioie this ha^' 
tion had Heithei' a Beet that could be manned, 
aff arfiiy^/CMT tnffitia; but was obliged to fend^ 
for A'few mercenaries to defend her ; and only 
{weihiBtMf at honoe^ and all her concerns; 
aibcodld, 4)y the powerful aid of the colonies, and' 
ibedtt^rfioif made itiQermariy^ which firft drew.' 
ikt^ French tWops from their intended In^^fion^ 
oiEngkhd^ er gave her any fuccefs abroad, l 
Tbefejuccefles in the war were owing to 
tho pciw^ful affiftance of the colonies; who' 
ftrft l»0at thcs Frr;«rA at Lake George y and put a:; 
flop to the ' progrefs of their vidlorious arms ; , 
tb^' ttftdrwafrds maintained from 20,000 to^^ 
2r5i00o min^ without which we cotdd not have ^ 
cxpedcdanyorthe focceflcswe met with 5 and* 
tbe mtibii might {lave been undone^ i^ot with 
hdr fttcoe^, -a^ we have been told, but for 
want of tbem« It is on this aid of the Colonies 
which is disiily growing -rhorc powerful, that 
the fafe^ioft, this nation- depends^ thfe people 
we- have in NorfW Aniirka\ are the only balance 
to.that grftat fiipfctfcrityyini^tiiiibcrs, which our 
epemj^' h$ve ove^ tis in-E^r^^^; and if this 
advantage were made a right ule of, if the colo- 
f^ies aad^ their 'mother d^niry were united to^e- 
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thcr for their mutaal fopporti inftead of being 
divided, as they have beai, by thefe Yalfe Jtiga-* 
fores tafam fof theif **'. defimcb, protcttiori, and 
fecudty,'' fuch an onion wowldhe a m^Ch bet^ 
ter iecurity to 5^ bisMajefty'scdoniesfaftd plan* 
tatjons in America^' as well as toG/eat Britain 
^erfelf, than all the taxes laid on the cdloAi^ for 
tjiat purpofc, That tmiorf, whieh' (b ftiocefs- 
folly expelled our enemies frona thdt ce^tinent, 
will iecure it agamft them hereaftfc^; if *ve 
make a pight ufe of the great incfcafe Of the co- 
lonies, which will foon render them confidetv 
nble. This power of Greaf Britain, united 
with her colonies, is the envy of her enemies, 
and excited the jealpufy of Pr<wr^, which was 
jiijother occafion pf the War. He who was pne 
of the principal iiitbors of the war telte us, 

* France hzd taken tfie refolution tb humble 

* the pride of England^ wd to bring Her baci? 
^ to that point of mediocrity whfch nature bad 

** prefcribed to her ^'j' this they Could only do 
by reducing her ** powerful empire in Ame^ 
^* ricaj'* and putting a flop to tfie progr^fs of 
It; in which common caufe the colonics thus 
i^ffifted their mother country, and will ever be 
able and willing to do the fame again, by pre- 
fcrving that union and harmony whifch ought 
by aH means to be cetnented between them, 
fott their mutual fafety and fuppoVts but has 
teen interrupted by tl?cf§ afts aiid regulations^ 
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^ilh l»any other mifrep^rcfentations, particularly 
^f the catasfes and objeds of the war, and ftate 
of the colonics. 

If the Ration, thii/efofei .exerted itfeff at 
Iiome» the colonies idid the ian^<tbroadj and 
bore even a greater (hare pf the burden, in pro- 
portion to their abilities, than Crreat Britain her- 
felf* , If we conjBder their .income and circiim- 
f?an<:es, fych a number of meh, ^rid the fuuits 
tbeycaifed tp pay them> arc . niueh more to 
them, than all the charges of the war are to 
Britain. And although this was no noore than 
their duty t^ yet it was DOt qertainly a]I 
done, tor tbem. The obje^ pf the war .was the 
fifliery, which would have been commanded 
hyj^oya Scotia^ arid which the colonies, -by 
thpfc naqgns,,h]elbed to fecure'for Gteat Brit^in^ 
If New- England, lOt any of tWoth^r colonies, 
virere conoerned in that fishery,* they thus fccured 
it for jBr//!tf/«» . and not for theni^felves ; , j^Twa 
Scotia gm^ her a command of tlie fifliery^ apd 
the advantages reaped from it ; whereas it can 
only intcrfete with the colonies, and may 
dcprivethem of that, which in N^w-Effglandis " 
the chief, if not the only, means of their fup- ^ 
port. ^ How then does it ^ appear, " 'whateyfer 
ma^bc the value 6f'the,acquI(itionS'iji^/?^^r/Vi/, 
the ipfumedjat^ . benefit of them i$ to the colo- 
nics * ?'' or that *^ '/A<jy profited fo much by the 
war ?'* ';They tell* us above, that all our acqui* 
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iJtions arc not worth one groat to them. The 
only acquiiition is the fur trade^ which is ftiU 
enjoyed by Canada ; and the colonies only hav^ 
their former (hare^ which is no object either to 
them, or to Great Britain *. 

The 


* The fiirs are the only objed in all thefe Nordiern 
of Ameriea^ next to the fifhery, and were formerly very 
confiderablct for which, alone both Canada and Nova Scotia 
were fettled; but now they are in a manner exhaofted, sind 
the Indim^ who got them extirpated ; which renders colo- 
nies in thefe countries of little or no costfequeocef at this 
their trade, and almoft only fupport, are daily dccUning 
more and more. *< Formerly, when the King was at great 
cxpences in Canada^* fays Charkvoix^ .*^ the fur trade 
amounted to a million of livres (about 45,000/. fteilmg) 
a year, but now it is reduced to 300,000 lirres/' So in 
Neva Scotia^ in the time of Mr. Donys^ they ufed to get, 
among other articles, 3,000 eik^ikins in a year, but now 
they obferve, <« the very fpecies U CKtinSL^*. Thifl?, by 

^fettling thefe countries, wedefiroythe fyg$t ondJofir.the 
only profit of them. 

It has been imagined, that this fur trade is of gEtat cbn- 
fequence, and we fee it, in fome late aAxouots of CaBodoy 
-valued at 200,000/. a year; but by the Cuftoantioufe 
accounts of the importation of furs, finoe die reduflioo of 
Canada^ the whole fiir trade of North America^ South of 
Hudfon's Bay, cannot be eftimated, on an average, at above 

' 40,000 /• per annum. This we may eafiiy perceive fipora 
the number of Indians that get thefe furs, « who are not 
above 6 or 7000 huntfmen ; and cannot be fuppofed to 

^ make above five pounds a head per annutn^ as that is twice 

* as much as our Planters make. Were they to be worth 
aoo,ooo/. a year, they would be the richeft people in all 

. Jlmerica ; whereas it is well known, they have not common 
neceflartes.— We fear, the advantages of all our acqui- 
fitions have been as much over-rated, in every thing elfe, as 
in tbls« 

They 
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; The only objc£t for th«i immediate, hn^t, of 
.tht colonics^ or for the Uiterefl of Great Bri^ 
jtairi in them> ar^ fruitful lands to culld^ate, that 
will produce ilaple commodities ; of , which, 
they have not got ope foot, fincc the peape. 
.This was the other great and principal objed: 
. of the war^ and almoft the only one that more 
. immediately concerns the colonies, sind the pro- 
sperity of the whdle nation; but that ikems 
, Dever to have been underftood^ or to have basn 

They, are much ixilftaken, therefofe^ whp itnf gme| that 
this fur trade was the objeA of the war, or that it caii i>c 
aiqf great advantage of the peace, or refource to the cpl(y 
nics in eonfequence of it. If the Fnncb furrounded our 
colonies with forts, which commanded t^U fi|r trade, th«c 
was not the great national concern of either ;. their view 
was, to fecure all the Northern parts of the Continent, and 

' to awe our colonies, which command the filhery. 

Neither Great Britain^ nor France^ would have engaged 
in fuch an expepfive war, as this was, for fuch an iocon- 
fiderable objedl as the fur trade, or any thing elfe that thefe 
Northern i^zxt^ of America produce, without thefilhery; 

- although both of them, and particularly the French^ Teem to 
fcave fet a much greater value on the fur trade, than it is 
worth* Ever lince they took Hudfon\ Bay in 1695, and 
got a monopoly of the furs, they have had a confiderablc 

' manufacture in hats, and have aimed at a monopoly of it $ 
why (hould we not therefore do the fame, when it now 
jufily belongs to us i For this purpofe, a duty of ieyeii'- 
pence a (kin baa been laid upon the exportation of beaver, 
but that is far from being fufficicnt to anfwer the end« 

< That will r)ot compenfate the dearnefs'of labour, prqvifionf , 

^ Artkies of daily ceafompcloii, &€. in England s but liilt 
gives the Frtruh the advantage of making hats,, with Eng^ 

. lijb furs, cheaper than we can ourfelves,. and a very cotifider- 
abi« branch of trade and manufadtory^ 

regarded. 
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regarded • There are xio fuch Ismls to tie foUn4 
in all the Mritijh dominions itt North Jmerica^ 
but on the Ohio and Mi0ppi% from wluch th^ 
cdonles are excluded by thefe regulations^ 
Before the war they were fettled on the riviet 
ObiOi Wopd river^ iloljion and Cuinberland xU 
Ters# beyond the Apakcbean mountains ; bul 
now they are confined within thefe mountains^ 
by the proclamation iffued for that purpoie^ 
Tbu» if they were at fuch expences, or gamed 
any advantages in the war, they have been det 
prived of them fince the peace. This is the 
ihore to be regarded, as the cdlonies have-noF 
ether way^ . cither to Jbc indemnified jfox. their 
cxpences, to recruit their circumftances, or evewi 
to pay their debts in Britain^ Hut Ijiy cultiva**^ 
ting fuch lands. But if they were even pofTejl^ 
fed of them> they would not fo fbon raite^t^r-* 
ling cajh^ to pay taxes, which thefe authors 
cjcpefl: from the Jnfignificant * refources they 
would point out. The making p^^riew fetth> 
ments is a matter of expence, apd not of imme- 
diate benefit or profit; and the colonies fhbuld 
rather be relieved from taxes, and;fnpportedi 
with credit, to enable them to be. at that. ex;r 
pence, than burdened with fuch impofitlons to 
' iriaintain Canada and Florida. They Ixave fpr-« 
merly been in debt to Britain^ by the fettling 
bf new plantations, .which paid their debts ^ 
but now they are in debt for want of fuch. fre^i 
lands, arid have'no wayjopaj even t^^^ 
/4ebt8^ or to purchafe abiblute necefTaries ; and 
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mtsA be utterly unable to pay fuch taxes^ as 
fehefb authors and many others would impofe 
opon them, efpeciaMy from the refources they 
mentionw There could not have been a mdre 
imprbpet time' pitched upon, to impofe thrfe 
liases and regufoliotis on the colonies 1 when it is 
Well known, they muft^ either enlarge thcit 
|rlantations, and improve them in ftaple com-' 
mbdities for Britain, ot interfere with her 
both in Agriculture, trade and manufkdures. ' 

The only ^cfource of the colonies is Jn the 
Improvement of their agriculture, which is ft* 
wofk of time ; but as this is a matter of fuch 
confequettte,^ if ought to be no longer hegleded. 
It is only by thetr agncutture, that the colfenies 
can make m6ney to pay debts, taxes, or even 
to purfchafe heceffarics ; if we would therefore 
enable them to do cither of thefe, ptoptt regu- 
lation^ diould be thought of for this purpofe ; 
by which alone either Great Brttdin, or thd 
Colbnigs, can indemnify themfelves for their ex- 
pences in the war, or recruit their circumftari- 
ces after it. They fcem not to know what co- 
fonies affe, >P^ho would think of any other re- 
fources in them, But infteisid of theft, nothing 
fcemS to be thought of but trade, which at the 
beft is a very improper bufihefs for colonies, 
who fhouFd only trade with their mother coun*- 
try; and for want of commodities to trade in, 
which thev can only have from their agriculture, 
th6 Nofrtb jtmerican colonies are very toln- 
gderable lofers by their trade, as we have ftiewn 
J " "\ above. 
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Ihik b ^ be done I7 tiivo wayi, a& we Iwre 
faid^ eijdier by extending their iettlettienls to new 
and £refli tands^ and more favourable cttmatcv, or 
by improving their old plantattonsj tile firft of 
Which dejpends upon Ureai Britmn^ and thfc 
laftis more particularly the bufinei$ of the 00^ 
loniea > idthough there is little hopes df (being 
It do^e without the encourageoient and affi(U» 
5|nce of their mother country. So long w thfe 
people in the colonies can get neceflarie), which 
the land produces, they think of nothin| el^ 
and the public Acreby lofcs the benefit of their 
labor, which might like^fe turn to moeh 
more account to them* Their bufineft there** 
fore is, to fet about the improvement of their 
lands, by Ibme puUk: z<Sh and encouragements j 
und to tax themfelves for this purpofe, if they 
will not be taxed by others. A mtle kid out 
upon fuch an occafion would be the bed haif- 
Tcft they ever reaped. It would be like Seed 
Corn fown iti a foil which yields a thoufand^ 
fold. It is in this manner that the colonies 
Should be bUted, both for their own benefit, 
and the intereft of the whole nadon* Such 
taxes may be paid in the commodities pro- 
pofed, when they cannot poiBbly pay other*, 
till they are enabled by the produce of their 
lands. This would iikewife enable thenl tb 
pay their debts, and to purchale their neceffai* 
rics from Britain ; whereas all other taxes dc^ 
prive them of the naeaos of both. They who 
would think of Wy oth^ way of taxing ibe 
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colqnieih <^ Qot feix>w what they at«^ t^of'tlit^ 
Intersil oC the iia$ion)n<^befn»~ . 

Tlws/«is-|bc;oaly vay tbey b^vc to ipdemr 
nify thcmfelyes for their pxpcncps inf * th^ 
ivar, to.tpiiy tbeii: 4cl>ts, or tp .re<:ruitrhQir 
ckcQm&j^:^e^V 9nd th^K i$i no other way tci 
r^CQjppenfe tbp nation; for the lamjy ^iUf^ 
pns th4t:.haye been cypendfjil. Thi^ is tberer 
fore a fdcbtj, :Wbii:h they ow^ bo^b t(| ^eQ>f 
feIvoS)^^d tp , their modicir ^o^atrj }r^ht diCr 
charging of which might retrieve thelr^lotl cr^ 
4it»^nd',bp ^q9{)^e compenfatjqn for their ^takes; 
By (ijK:^. AfJipUcommpditiisf^tav fetid tof^ BrjfarH(^ 
th^y v^rouW mnch more ,tban oompenial^ (h^ 
l^atiofi, for tj^e taxes fi-con . whipb %htf have 
h^pn t^M/^Viifd^, or are lJ^]^le to pay f a^ (iiic^ 
they are free from the one, r ft w£)u}d be a fall 
fatisfa(^iflp to all wIk> know what colonies arej^ 
qv fbould be^ and wtaeuld appeafe. the e{aiiiof4& 
of marty, to fee fiuch impf0«ewei>ti^ Vkt^p iti 
fhem^ for the benefit of the wh|ole nation^ 
This would tender t^dr co|ineffti6n Wd der 
pcndenee on Great Britain morr laftiog and 
feciire^/ th^n the moft abfolifte goverp^QiieAt) arid 
mote adyantageojis tq tfaen^ th^n a p^ff^6: 1^^ 
berty ai|4 frp^wip or total iodepfindtjBiClii; ati^ 
would at th& fame time be mcire iprofit^ibfe tp 
this w}K>!i$ n^tion^ than any thing tlkthifi eti^ 
poffibly be donp in eokfoiics. Sncb a; 4ttfign |s 
the more necefiary, as.jtiiioft appear .to all> 
who are in the leail acqu^fited witi) the ftate qf 
the colpnie^i that they muft povy eijhert im- 
prove their lands in ftaple commodities fon 

Britait!^^ 


Mn/^ifii chr iotfetfcto witbiier bo«ti ift Agtical-^ 
hire^ Tradte; atid .M^iitifa6:iii«s/ the eUential 
t^mp^o^nfanu ats) foAdMnemal fdbordss dif the 

: For: this puirtiofe feme bncouraganietit hail 
been giten to the growinig of Hemp^ and Plax^ 
aaid the getting of timbbr $ but thefe are never 
]akdif to be 'a liftifogf^^Ie of iny of obr co^ 
huMes^iaiid* ar^ 0titM>'beft but • very 'kifignifii^ 
Cftnt rdfcn^rees Ibr fdpportmg fi) mafiy«co0ntries^^ 
$UKi q»ai»tiufiiiig ft^h s(«ut»blir df^p^te; Since* 
khefeitberaforc bam &Hkd jand 4im:fo'1nfufficienc 
taikn^Rmr ;^the ; pumtifd, fotfie K>dTer' methods 
ftoq^.i>ei tfaMight tctti ^fo ^proniotii fuch a fignai 
infesfeft of? die totidti }^ df whfch any Ofte br twd 
thaCfab^bd^fVl^Klfifd'^^^ tiot>bd^fufi&ietit, sts 
wis ba»0!faid^l iaddita^fttdtahyiiuniber of ftapid 

Uat .foil sttid tlimitet kod At t» maliffta*ki' fcrc h d 
QUflihefc jof pei^lbi tk ftoe ifo- eafily done, as 
maifipterfasifte be kriagined^ But thU is a fhbje<5£ 
wh&h. wa«ild rdfottea more partktilar expla^ 
i)atkmili£ wcoMfidcTTthe fingukrhiea of the 
i;\\lj\iil»ii£ Nanb^ Jbnet^s Md the diMtition of 
T^dAttil%() and> if ibdifa 4efi^n:isiilikely to be 
^acMiijig<ifi,.wemtfy?f»a*haps<pi^ m an* 

Qthonpsct^iif this drSojmfb ;^ altiibtigH ^ere are 
i»o^)hDpBi bi fctm^'th <dtrried ititdt ^xecation, 
withdtti'jdie: matrat codci^oiirs df: t^e whole 
nMlson# bot^i atf faomfc iod abrdad, -. ? 
' jfilhiBi jnaean;^ tinx^ hmty be se^fy' to latisfy 
unprejudieed per/oa toneerning the ilate 

Z7^.£ of 


- *.' ' t u.^t 


35^, rHi\S^''tA-ft ■ 

of the 0Olo|aJ$t^ To f«r i$ rektd$ to HixtltftptA ci 
the M {Umttions. apd Sttrnp^. Mi^ 
w9iiM tejps^ot this as a very great iof^ f» 
prf^ Briiam % the c(Mitrary of wfaIcK Ihoft 
;M|ji;i9r to fWi nitho will c(H)fid<a^ not . bfaly 
^ Gpftditioa imd circiin>0»nce$» IhK the ;Terf 
natute and ioftitntion of «ok>Aies. It is vittm 
>th(B.,iuutpre.of things, that ihey*, wfad maki fb 
^t)9» and muft buy etrery thin^, fbould evdr 

^e. mopcy. Tl»ey in«ft ^ only &Pi^ 
lOR^vAt vidi Uitir ovim manufadiires, t>& 
ren vend thco), b^fbre they can ever Ixbr 
^Woctb tobncyt as idiey have iK>d)ihg-dlb'tfaat 
Wil^ ,ever be a iburce » wealth. But how ^re- 
jndicial Aich • (Uteaiid tradeVof '^'odbnies 
WQ9M be to Grfof Britain iotfll^ ijehalnl^r 
',9fpc»i to all. That is the dlfe^ Wily nbt'bnly 
to depriie the oa^oh p{ ihit btoefit HiSf tiietn* 
but to tnakt ii impc^t:^ for theihlii li^cTmoder 
H ^|r»ff}^<govcfiinMnt, withootLa loMt'retaidiliQii 
anii mfriogtsacnt <^ the nioft effita^l and ha* 
damaitalbws. relating to them^ ' .W«re thty 
|o be^araed to rai& money by the produce 'of 
thctc 4abi)ttr» ok nMnu&duUft, as they moift 'do, 
foloog asthoir lands piDdiice fb litfl^^ their 
trade coold nevar beconined to GtmT Britain,' 
Thiey m^t live imdler a &ritijb gqverqment, 
k'» tnt, but diey €onld.iiem)r fo|#^.fe|y t/^jde- 
4)endence lMGrMt'BMimM€otlit^r.Moaff9iksi 
which tre the thief ted^rft thio^tobcoMi' 
riderell # ihe |{0ViQr&ing of a^j .^offift^^$Aat-^ 

■■ '•■ -1. /' iWir* 


mjrk;,w4 j^fjj^*»Jlj( -thpfc awIjo tre ^at (bch & 

^hcf .po^fiifcrayQos, and to <fep*ive pfc9plc of 
<bcfc,;:is tQ UBtfeiij^e, tlie firft ibi?Jh^; ^anid the 
\»<ry 4e%n« pfgoifcrrinienlj' wm<:%i'fs4nccndecl 
|or the prtfervattion and bcittisr fubfflleij/ceisf thte 
beciple, *f he ;jfirft tbjng, i:fcereforeV , to Be cbn- 
Ud^r^. ip.the gbyer6in£ dlT the cc^tiiesi 'is, to 
«nat^ tlMpi twRibfift umkr the gpVcfhiriitfit 

lioMip^ icclSa ^W, an() fo iimtted lin^ii^SS^, 

TTiwiR Ste^ tnd refdW^fe's ifrt ' Yi^v^f Wtl% 

.dP<S».AQ|,{^«Rt,.j9p<| .will nojt takeivwiiat M 
,ffrea|c^^ pirt , of Mrih AmertQa ^ waucjtof'i ' ft> 
iliajt, „ to iiWiM ffiem to raifc inotijef ,' cVetf by 
Ithe ^Ei^bop o£ tli^ir, lands, istp foi'oe pti^ 

:ii>^ Ai^i^i^ft^^itkilo'^^^ ;''■■; "V;, f ' • 

'thftcor6Qics,ii} fo far^frciiii.'liyng a'facrifi'cc of 
the, h)iB^^» pisrma^ent mterelts, and of the 
w^«.f)^<&(^y^ ]^ and reputatibn of ^o- 
ferBtnetit, as.tpaVy jfeem [to thifik, that ft afidears 
;to bfe t)ie,^hti Wsy to f^ciire them *. Tlie whole 


* Tlfe -difiiiiy and powci* brGovemnficnt was ftcured 
i»^tftsW<^ Snti Jaft^ra^cyAfted, M to bind the toionie3 
M6^m^G¥M:BfiAit,'v^Mx^^ they 

>?0 J|ci bul.: tljij«:^a)nat eztoid Xq imp^bh cafes ^ 
^ ^l^^ing of incmcf ftom mctri, wBeh it Js in 



jlts^he twng<)f mcmey f^^ them, when it, is impof- 
^ey i»uid hii>^ %. VNeith^r can we IWppibie;' that 
riiiliHkifdom of die legifl^aure will extend it to cafes, which 


are 
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inconie of thefe' colonies does not amotiht- It^ 
above tsb or twdveihillmgs ahead^ amiuttti 

■' ■■• ■ •■ '* ■••■' yftas^' 
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ir^ fi>C€#trtry toilHS i^tpptftof the nation. But'i^tMf 
iifiiW tijne it was, very prqi^f , that the -^oIo^q. (boui^ b^^ 
hohni fuhje^s of Gnat Britain^ in all.caifcs vi(^»t&)ever. 

Thai it is imj^offible fbr- thefe colonies evi^ to haVe- 
oipoejrt ii{9e«rs from maoy confidenitkm^. '^Fifft,' tfa£ 
balance, of trade upon t|ieU exports and unpoeis kitoJlntmm 
ij .about a million a year V hpj(ides whid>| thry.aomully^ 
pcnrchafe from Britain to the'value of about ^50)000 /« ut, 
n^roie^y wbidij|;ikes alF tbe-money they havfc'9 or can get»' 
t0|&eq]rtipitbcitr pfamtattoosvof ftaple.comiiiodltki for Jrt-^ 
tajn^, on which her .wbolf 4ntereil in ^ecolo^es. spends t^ 
Tni^ niakes the balance oftrade again^tl|faf^,4it kaft/^ 
r, 166,600V. fer amum J a<i<hyet that/if tn^y were able to' 
pay it, it n6t (afficitot^^td piHthafe a fixtt^^rt ofth& nedef-* 
li}fies they want from £r£^tfii7. • -^ V 

Secondly, they have no way.to get tt^onejibut bjiatradif 
to the W^ejl' ladies J where they are refufed both m^pey, OIL 
atfyvaluableeffearsthatWlH'pui'chareit. ' ' ' 

Thirdly, their refoorcea fdr getting M<jnife]M^flR'in th*^ 
veciit.pf'^h^ pfodudf,^ for^whicb they ;Wiillt^iRa'rkets^ 
Their trade is confined to a few fmall iflands, ^hich are not 
/ufficrent to take ofF a tenth part of the produfb^ of iba^Con* 
tifient, 'If * we would havegivew therti any ijefiAiiteaio maW 
atofiey>.a9 is pr^ended, .it ihould have b^miSby aacnlaipc^-' 
ment.of our poffcflSorr^' in .the ^^-/«^>j^;,But,fn8ea<r^ 
that, thtir tx^^it there was reftrained^ if not mined, by.theija 
Rt^ulAions.^ Among others, the Spaniards canie to deal 
UrJth th^tn 2X,Penfacola^ with a cargo amounting to 600,000 
dollars, as was faid, but we were hindered to take theii( 
money; which occafioncd the lirft failuri of^the ^mrtb 
American merchants in their remittances* Th[u%.wc Vf0i^4 
take money from thenij when they bav^'i^op^ ^i{|dattfao 
fame time hinder them tagftit, .^ ,^ ^ i.:. :($ \ 

K^tiefe things are canfiJered,;U would 1^9^ ^cy^p \g,S9^^ 
therintereft of the people of ^reat ^ritaMp .to Jf^ve^^xig^P: 
to ia;^ tlie' ^colonies. . T'^cy mig^ht ^ci5iinp\y:^ja9*4i.*v»|» 
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fvl]ii4x will never pay taxes, nor ev'en purchafe 
nii/ilute naeffaries. By taxes» therefore, you 
£rA: qbltge the people to fapply themfelves» 
iodependenl; of; GreM Britain j and then to 
carry on tr .trade with other nations, in order to 
rai& QMney, both of which are equally oppo^ 
fite to the bigiefi pfrmoMnt interejis un& govern^ 
tmnt «£ GnatsBritaitt. * And diis is not only 
the cafe at prefent, but is likely to be muc^. 
iQore fo berjeafter. ,Th'e daily and great incfcale 
pf the. people in North America muft tendct' 
this their incocne, and abilities either to pur^ 
0ha(e fteeif&ries, or topay taxes, ftUMefs than. 
^ pre^eht^^ unlei^ tbey have both mamifadares 
gnd a trade in them. Tlhey will foon' want all 
^e vproiJacA x£ their lands for their own pib^ 
alter which it will be very difficuU^for theBiA 
cvien torcarcy^ott a tra^io^ w,ith Great Britmn ; 
ik^iaUioltitdy/iinprai^cable to raife money by' 
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petitkm, ibr fuch a pQPuI^ t^tzS\xxt^ ui^wittingly,* to their 
pwn ruitt. This h tne greM.inconv|:oience.pf. pptpula^ 
*g6vefnmeHts; unlefsi they are Aibjed to. fome controul^^. 
ivhtch^ir'tiHlat we have above called too great a power for 
mankind to be etitrufied with,, and in the pfcfent Cjifi$. 
appears to be cbntrary to tbpir intereff to enjoy. N<^hi{ig 
could be more prejudiciai to the interefl: of Great Brifaip^ 
than to takb money from , th^(e colonies, on any account 
whatever, and above all, for fuch porpofea as tb^ inaintaio<» 
|ng of Canada stnd Florida. , , 

If 4|t w«re poffiblq tp tax thccolonies for. the benefit of 

the nation, it fhbuid be in Yuch ftaple commodities as are 

waited from theni j although even that would require great 

{k'cufeiitee and confidecation, if it were to be extended to 

' f^ietn ally a» will appear from ponfiflering that fubjed. 

it. 


360 THE STATE 

it, to pay taxes. Even if they wete tonudur 
^11 this improvements in ftaple commodities that 
pould well be pcopofed or thoUght of^ tfa^ 
would never pay taxes. Before they qto tpan 
tbefe, the people will be twice as mimeraus as 
they arc, and their income, if k were tea times 
as great as it is at jprefent, would hardly be 
iufficieot to purdbaie their neoefiaries front 
Britain. 

TPhus it figoifies nothing, whi^r Great 
Britain has a right to tax her colonieSt or not, 
fince that right can never be worth a groat ; 
and it would be jthe greateft Ids and detriment 
to the natioa» ever to exercife it. This muft 
ever be the ca^, fo long as tfaefe coboies depend 
pa their mother country, without either ftaple 
commodities, ibanu£i£tares> or trade, that tura 
to any account to them ; and the whale profits 
0f thefe<ffi:ntial reiburces, both of wealth and 
iiibfiftence, center in, and are reaped l^. Great 
Britain. If thefe things are confidle^ed, it 
muft appear to be the greateft inconfiftency, 
ekher to exped, or to take, money from the& 
Oolooies. That is contrary to the very nature 
of edonies^ and to the intent of fettling tbeni. 
The nation gets both their money, if (hey 
have any, and their effeds, by trade, and can 
exped none by a revenue. Upon thefe accoonts^ 
It was abfolutely necefiary to repeal the taxqs 
impofed upon them, as it was equally Contrary 
to the very nature of things, and the ihter^ft qf 
Great Britain^ thftt they fliould ever be able to 

pay 
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^iiy theip, tiH they enjoy all thfe profits of their 
bwii labour, and of a trade in the produce of 
it; which is to maketheni indepehdenL Man]^ 
Other regulatibhs are as contrary to nature itfclf, 
particularly in the acquiiitions; arid muft b6 
repealed, when they come to be known, as the 
teft have been. Opinibnum commehtti dilet dies'^ 
rtatura judicia ionfirnfat. 

Many indeed feem to be apprehenfive, thit 
the repeal of the Stamp-adt may make the co- 
lonies lefs fubjedl to a Britijh governmeht, atid 
more inclinable to adert an independence ; 
In which they ftiew thcmfelveS to be totally 
unacquainted with thenl ih this refpeft, as 
Well as in all the other impohant cbnternk 
bf the nation* THc inhabitants of the colonies; 
like all other Ehglijhaiefi, havfe ever had a lirnii 
fattach merit to their mother country, and het 
governnient; on account of the invaluable blef^ 
fings they enjoy, from her happy conftitutiofi 
and form of govetntnent • this has hitherto fe- 
cured to them thofeliberties and privileges, which. 
they derive from her, and are as tenacious of^ 
as z\\ other ^Engii/hmen : This is the great band 
of union between the colonies and their mother 
country, which we (hould diflblvc, by depriv-^ 
ing them of the liberties and privileges of theit 
fellow-fubje<9:s, which they have hitherto en- 
joyed, and think they are entitled td by theit 
birth-right, in common with all other fubjedtij 
tof the realm. To deprive ihim of this cohfti* 
tution, is the fureft way to riiake them think 
of another ; but To. long as they enjoy all the 
^ 1 ' A a a benefits 
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||cn?fit§ of fucb ^ gpvcrii«icnr,^ thpy l»y» .(ttH| 
liavc a better* ; Xb-is i? ^o well kpowo to all ii^ 
fdligcnt people in the colonks^ 4tou^ a^tbp 
^naiiy here ipagioci they want to be w^pendt 
^nt, and to fet op for thcrofel«fls, j^: t^c ht>^ 
|icvc> no ope. amopg tbe^ cycV o»ce tboughj 
of gny jfuch thWg. unlefs the pe9ple Jwfc piit k 
Sn their heads* ^o long »s t|i?y enwy tbc^ 
j)refcat happy x:opllifi^tiop, they wou\d lyi? be 
indepcnd^ntjr; if it vcre in tl^eir pottrcr, or 4«ft 
HP their option* They kno^ very welli ijF 
' j^hey'were to throw off the mild ^nd ^iifpicio^ 
gov^rnnjent of Great Britain^ tUey iiruft hp 
l^bjjaa to tyrants of thfeir own,_ and expofed t* 
jnvalions from their enemies. ^ It is therefipfs 
only an officious meddlmg, by peeple ^y^ 
feem. not to know what cpfonics ar?, thai 
4»-ea|e$. any didnr^banc^s between tbem and theiif: 
jmother country. Such people, by tampering 
ivith tbetr govcrnmeat, in ordi^r^to fccure H, 
lake the direS >y^ys to overfet ijt* Ati thrr 
pi;her 'regulations mad« conccjrning them bav^p 
as direcft ^ tendfwjy to obftrw9; ^e very de^ 
^gn«^ Which they intended to promote. TThcii: 
bulinefs, and the difiiculties in it, arc, to ppy 
iheir debts^ and to purchafc their neceffarics^ 
f nd all rcgulatrpns (hquld be made fubferyient 
to thefe purpofes. Let them alpne^ to tranfaflt 
thefe in the bcil manlier they can, unlefe yo«f 
wpald enable them to do it in a better manner, 
which is the chief bufinefs pfthe nation, a64 
you would bear of no diftiirbances in them. 
Their liberties, fafcty and fccurity, are a certaia 
4 ' pledge 
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pledge for their allegiance and dependence 
Which is above all others. This is a band of 
pnicHi between them and their another country, 
iFoonded on the nature acid reafon of things, 
and tlie rights of Qiankind, whichare as lading 
as the world itfelf, if we do not counterad them. 
Bei)des thi$, there is as great a tye of union 
fjfotn their intereflsi which are mutual and 
naturally conhe<9tcd together. The colonies 
which produce ftaple commodities for Bri-^ 
fahf could not find fuch atiother market for 
them I and even thofe which produce nothing 
pf that kind, have the liberty of vending their 
produds in other parts of the world, and th& 
advantage ojf a traj3e with Great Britain zt the 
fame time. I'o ciemen| their tuuopf therefore, 
and to OHtke it lailing, nothing is yirauted but 
to fectire |heir property by foch a trade» both 
in public and private tranfa&iotis, under the 
happy cpnftitution they enjoy. And as this 
hath been done, by the repeal of the Stamp 
ad, the colonies thereby have their liberties and 
privileges confirnied to them, their conftitution 
eftabliSied, and their property thoroughly fe- 
pured; and Great Britain has thefe certain 
pledges fpr their .allegiance and dependence; 
^hich, it is to be hoped, will remove all jea- 
louiies and fufpicions^ or grounds of complaint 
on either fide, and confirm that union and good 
imderftanding between both, which are fo ne- 
cefiary for their mutual interefi: and welfare, 
and which it was our defign to point out the 
ways of eftabliftiing. 

FINIS. 
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PtfptjT^ line 35* thus r£fli this. 

Page 191, Iiiie 15, Sanciri rWLancili* [ ^ , ' 

Page rm, line 15,' head r/tfi/hogthcad. •''• '-''* - 

Page 204, line 3) ater«^late« 
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Pa^e 337, line 199 tbej r^^^i the rettlein^Qts*^J 
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